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Great escapade with N97

IMRUL KAYES CHOWDHURY, back from sz.-;_

1~I T was a memorable evening ol
June 26, 2009. Seventeen journal
IS(S participated 1n a unique expe
dition organised by Nokia to launch
their latest product, N97 in Bangla
desh. Objective of the expedition (o
take in the scenic beauty of the rich and
natural bounty called Sylhet and glide
through a series of competitions,
games and activities using the
advanced and user-friendly features ol
the new Nokia N97. :

All 17 of us thrilled and excited jour-
nalists made our journey towards
Zakaria Resort, Sylhet not knowing
what to expect and completely
unaware of how much more
enriched we were going to return
from this voyage.

Truetoitsslogan Connecting
People’, The representatives ol
Nokia tried in every way possible
to get us all 'connected’ through
dialogues, discussions and ice-
breaking sessions. Moreover,
before getting us started with all
the competitions, as if they had
read our minds, they reassured
us that they would notjustdump
us with an N97 and leave us on
our own to figure our or way
through.

At first, they gave us a hands-
on demonstration on the usability and
special features of the N97 so that we
knew exactly how to operate it when
needed. In addition, after dividing us
Into groups, they provided each group
with a Nokia representative provide
first-hand guidance in operating the

device, justin case.

Competitions were numerous and
thrilling, with treasure hunts, mathe-
matical quizzes and even dance com-
pettions.

In one of the challenges, groups had
toopen a Facebook account each using
the Internet on N 97. With its easy and
fast connection to Internet, the win-
ning team did it in no time! During
the boat racing competitions,
many of us used the N97's cool 5
mega pixels and Carl %
ZeissTessar lens camera to &

screen, along with its 3.5
inch sliding display made

Its storage capacity of up to 48GB - 32
GB and on-board memory expandable
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The new operating system,

announced late Tuesday night on

Google's Web site, will be based '

~ on help from the comm
source programmers to d

the
Chrome operating system, whﬁm 12 |

- expected to begin running comput
thesecond halfof2010, R
- The Mountain View, Calif.-based
company disclosed its plans for the
operating system shortly after an online
W}? nf?:i ce, Ars Technica,
an ewYorkTimes telegraphed the
nmonﬂieil:Webs!tes. , _hﬁdlh
Google is designing the operati
system primarily for_-“netbom“ns
lower-cost, less powerful breed oflaptop
computers that is becominginc
popular among budget-conscious
consumers primarily interested in surf-
ingtheWeb, 1 |

The opera
Google's l:mrlcleﬂs::g
biggestnemesis Microsoft.

A high-stakes duel between the two
technology powerhouses has been
steadily escalating in recent years as
Google's dominance of the Internet's
lucrative search market has given it the
means to threaten Microsoft in ways that
fewother companies can. _

Google already has rankled Microsoft
by!uﬁngawaysumeofitstt:pﬂnployeﬂ
and developing an online suite of com-
puter programs that provide an alterna-
tive to Microsoft's top-selling word
processing, spreadsheet and calendar
applications,

Meanwhile, Microsoft has been
trying to thwart Google by investing
billions of dollars to improve its own
Internet search and advertising systems
to little avail so far. In the past month or

system represents

so, though, Microsoft has been winning
positive reviews and picking up more

users with thelatest upgrade to its search
engine, now called "Bing." Microsoft is
hailing the makeover with a $100 million
marketing campaign.

Now Google is aiming for Microsoft's

| _ on the
- company's nine-month-old Web
browser, Chrome. Google intends to rely

unity of open- |
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Microsoft has drawn much of its
power and profits from the Windows
operating system that has steered most
personal computers for the past two
decades, _

Google’s chief executive, Eric
Schmidt, and its co-founders, Larry Page
and Sergey Brin, have made little
attempt to conceal their disdain for
Windows inrecentyears.

Schmidt maintains Microsoft some-
times unfairlyrigs its operating system to
limit consumer choices something that

- Microsoft has consistently denied doing.

Google fears Microsoft could limit access
toits search engine and other products if
Windows is set up to favor Microsoft
products in the default settings,

Page and Brin have frequently
derided Windows as a clunky operating
system susceptible to computer viruses
and other security problems.

Google made a veiled reference to
Windows' perceived shortcomings in its
blogposting. .

"We hear a lot from our users and
theirmessageis clear computers need to

get better,” wrote Sundar Pichai,
Google's vice president of product man-

agement and Linus Upson, Google's
engineeringdirector.

AMicrosoft spokesman didn'timme-
diately respond to an e-mail request for
comment sent early Wednesday morn-
ing.

Schmidt and Brin are expected to

later this week when they
media conference hosted by Allen & Co.
attheSunValley resortin Idaho.

Despite its own power and promi-
won't have an easy time

nence,
changing the status quo that has gov-
erned the personal computing industry
forsolong.

As an example of how difficult it is to
topple along-established market leader,
Google estimates about 30 million peo-
ple are now using its Chrome browser a
fraction of those that rely on Microsoft's
market-leading Intemnet Explorer. And
there have been various attempts to
develop open-source software to under-
mine Microsoft with relatively little
effect

The Chrome operating system will
runin a new windowing system on top of
aLinuxkemel computer coding that has
been the foundation forthe open-source
software movement for nearly two
decades. :

Google has already introduced an
operating system for mobile devices,
called Android, that vies against various
other systems, including ones made by
Microsoftand Apple Inc.

. Google, though, apparently believes a
Chrome-based system will be better

- suited for running applications in

netbooks.

“We believe choice will drive inno-
vation for the benefit of everyone,
including Google,” wrote Pichai and
Upson. -
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MEET MATILDA

A handout image released by the
Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum of
Natural History on July 3 shows ‘Matilda'
(L), 'Clancy’ (C) and 'Banjo’ (R), three
new species of Australian dinosaur
discovered by scientists and volunteers
in a prehistoric billabong in western

Queensland.
PHOTO: AFP
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place.You're the one and only King of Pop.”
Comments, condolences, and memories from Facebook

profile page and another four million fans signed onto
unofficial pages dedicated to the musicicon.
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