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Moon ride in Dhaka
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roads filled again. Experts say
that delays by DCC lead to the
of roads as they
are left in vulnerable condi-
tions without any carpeting
for heavy vehicles to ply on
them. Rains only expedite the
damage.

The road near the first
Buriganga Bridge at Postogola
is in extremely bad condition,

On Sunday, a truck carrying
bricks from Rajendrapur --
ironically to repair the road on
a temporary basis -- over-
turned on a large pothole.
Such accidents are a regular
phenomenon in the area,
residents say.

Md Zakir, a driver of Silk
City -- a bus running regular
shuttles on the Jatrabari -

ur route -- had a similar
experience on the same road.
He said that around Tk 1200 is
spent on various minor
rs on his vehicle almost
within every three days

because of the damage cause

by the bumpy roads.

Jahangir, owner of
Bikrampur Pharmacy near the
road, said he witnesses
around 10 accidents on this
road daily, all caused by the
large potholes. Rickshaws,
cars, buses and trucks fall alike
into the potholes injuring

gers.

Haji Mohammad Osman
Gani, president of the Dhaka
Zila Truck Malik Samity, said
around 12 trucks had acci-
dents because of the large

tholes on the roads in the

tone month.

It costs around Tk 3000 to
4000 to hire other vehicles to
pull up one single truck from
there, he said.

Sub-divisional engineer of
sub-division-2 of Roads and
Highway Department Nur
Hossain said they have already
started repair works in the
area and are now filling up the
otholes with a sub-base of

¥ brick chips and sand. A thicker

layer of bricks would be laid
atop this, he said.

"This is a temporary repair
of the road. When we repair it
on a permanent basis, we will
seal this with a layer of bitu-
men," he said.

Nur said lack of a drainage
system led to the logging of
water here that flows from
Jurain rail gate and Postogola
Bridge. This water logging
damage the road rapidly.

"We need to set up a drain-
age line connecting to
Buriganga River, but the
unavailability of necessary
land through which to_build
thisdrainstopsus,” hesaid.

Sub-assistant engineer of
Munishiganj division Md
Firoz Alam also said that a
drainage line is needed from
Postogola to Postogola
Shenanibash near the bridge
linking Buriganga Bridge to
stop the rainwater from accu-
mulating there.

Waterlogging is the main
cause behind damage of roads
repaired only last year, he said.

The road from Basabo
Flyover to Nandipara has been
in a desperate condition for
the last two and a half years,
said resident of Madartek
Mamun.

Mir Hajirbagh Road, which
was repaired only three years
ago has also been damaged at
several points, said another
resident. \

Dinnath Sen Road and
Rajanikanth Road, dug up
around five months ago to set
a storm sewerage line in the
area, still await repair though
WASA completed its job three
months ago.

Mokhlesur Rahman, a
resident of Shatish Sarkar
Road in Gendaria, said locals
are astonished at the extent of
negligence by authorities

‘concerned who are yet to

attend to the roads dug up five
months ago.

These roads were in good
condition before that, he said.

Meanwhile, fresh diggings
have started at different points
of the city including Karwan
Bazar, Moghbazar Wireless
Railgate to Nalgatolm
Modhubagh and Distillery
Road in Gendaria -- all causing
huge suffering to the resi-
dents.

DCC Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka, when con-
tacted, said they would take
immediate steps to repair the
dug up roads. He also said that
repair of dilapidated roads
would be taken up soon.

Stocks erratic
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of the market tor and
central bank checking for
manipulation by banks and
other financial institutions.

The market witnessed a
record-breaking trend in single-
dayturnover last Thursday.

Records were broken in
single-day turnover for at least
four times within a month with
highest-ever turnover of Tk
1,149 crore in the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE).

The key index also went up
by over 400 points since June 1
this year, according to DSE
statistics.

However, the market fell by
over 100 points on Sunday, the
highest single-day fall in four
and a half years, and continued
togo downyesterday.

Market insiders said a group
of unscrupulous traders mi%t
be trying to manipulate the

ATREET . fd e .8
o furshid Kuli Khian, dbpu
governor of Bangladesh B
told The Daily Star that the
central bank is closely observ-
ing the situation.

Bangladesh Bank on Sunday
sent a monitoring team to three
banks to find out whether any
irregularity is taking place in the
stock market.

Russia, US agree
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But as Obama made his first
visit to Moscow as president,
they still remained divided
over US plans to install a mis-
sile defence shield in eastern
Europe and Moscow’s policy
towards the pro-Western ex-
Soviet state Georgi

"The president and I
agreed that the relationship
between Russia and the
United States (has suffered)
from a sense of drift,” Obama
said at joint news conference
in the Kremlin with Medvedev.

“"We resolved to reset US-
Russian relations. Today after
less than six months of collab-
oration (since coming to
office) we have done exactly
that,” he added.

The declaration signed by
the presidents pledges to
reach a new nuclear arms
reduction pact to replace the
1991 Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty (START).
Obama said it provides for
cuts of "up to a third" from
current limitations.

It "commits both parties to
a legally binding treaty that
will reduce nuclear weapons,”

the White House said in a
statement.
START is due to ire on

December 5 but the declara-
tion gave no target date for a
renewal, instructing negotia-
tors to complete the work as
quicklyas possible.

The declaration called for a
reduction in the number of
nu 'ear warheads in Russian
ana US strategic arsenals to
between 1,500 and 1,675
within seven years and the
number of ballistic missile
camT:rslﬂhetweenﬁﬂﬂ-l,lt}D.

e cuts go beyond those
levels set in tﬁ 2002 Strategic
Offensive Reductions Tre
(SORT) which calls for bo
countries to reduce the num-

ber of deployed warheads to
between 1,700 and 2,200 on

eithersideby2012.
"The reduction is
a real agreement and it suits

everyone,” said Alexel
Malashenko, with the
Camegie Centre in Moscow.

“The Americans have
decided to accept Russia as it
is. Obama does not have the
complexes from the Cold War
and does not consider Russia
to be an enemy of the United
States.”

The Afghanistan agree-
ment means Russia has
authorised the use of its air-
space for the transit of US
troops and arms, a major
boost for Obama's bid to step

up the fight against the
Taliban.

The deal permits up to
4,500 military flights per year,
or about 12 per day, which can
be loaded with troops, fire-
arms, ammunition, military
vehicles and spare parts, a
senior US official said.

The official said military
flights would not be charged
air navigation fees and that
they would not stop on
Russian territory.

Previously Russia had only
allowed the United States to
ship non-lethal military sup-
plies across its territory
train.

The two sides also signed
an agreement to resume
bilateral military cooperation
suspended last August over
Moscow's war in Georgia, an
event which sent ties plum-
metingto apost Cold War low.

But amid the smiles and

ressions of goodwill, the
US plan to install missile
defence facilities in the Czech
Republic and Poland -- which
Russia says threatens its secu-
rity -- remained a major stick-
ing point,

The discussions on mis-
sile defence are proceeding
with great difficulty becapse
the approaches are very differ-
ent,” Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov said,
according to ITAR-TASS news
agency.

Obama expressed hope
however that "over time we
will have seen that the US and
Russian positions can be
reconciled” and announced
that Russia and the United
States would step up their
joint analysis of missile
threats.

Meanwhile he also bluntly
repeated the continued US
dissatisfaction with Russia's
recognition of two breakaway
Russian regions as independ-
ent, Georgia's sovereignty and
wn'itnriaj_huegﬂty “must be

are areas where we

still disagree...we had a frank
discussion on Georgia”.

Concern
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Ashraf Kaiser, Syed Gausul
Alam Shaon, AZM Saifuddin,
Sye_d Apon Ahsan, Shami
Kaiser, Sanaul Arefin,
Asaduzzaman Noor, Tarik

Anam Khan, Yusuf Hasan and
Sarwat Ahmed.

w

Ha-Meem
sues 1,600 for

arson attack

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ha-Meem Group has filed a
case against some 1,600
unnamed people in connec-
tion with the arson and van-
dalism at its factories in
Ashuliaaweekago.

Executive Director of the

up, Md Nazrul Islam, filed
the case with the Ashulia
Police Station Sunday night.

Officer-in-Charge of
Ashulia Police Station
Monwar Hossain said the
plaintiff alleged that some
1,600 protesters from outside
entered the factories and set
fire to them.

Two workers were killed

during the three-day unrest at
severﬁ ent factories in

Ashuliaon June 28-30.

Dutch help
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Bert said, “Tipaimukh is a
bilateral issue between
Bangladesh and India.”

Netherlands is one of the
countries that have been
supporting Bangladesh since
its independence. Last year it
provided 58 million euro in
water management, educa-
tion, health, governance and
human rights sectors, said the
Dutch minister.

Referring the global eco-
nomic meltdown Bert said
Bangladesh has achieved
remarkable economic figures
since 1990 and doing well
during the global economic
recession,

However, he emphasised
on the importance of improv-
ing business environment in
Bangladesh to attract more
local and foreign investment
and said the government's
zero tolerance to corruption is
crucial to create the confi-
dence.

Meeting with foreign min-
ister

During the meeting with
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni at
her office in the morning, they
discussed the gamut of bilat-
eral relations and other issues
like development coopera-
tion, investment, water man-
agement and climate change,
human rights, Rohingya
refugees and the trial of war
Cﬂ?mﬂl_&-; A

eferring to climate
change, Dipu Moni said steps
are needed to rehabilitate the
environmental refugees.

On trying the war criminals
Dipu Moni said the govern-
ment, as per mandate of the
people, had taken steps to try
the perpetrators against
humanity during the coun-
try’'s War of Independence in
1971.

She said the international
community is with
Bangladesh on the issue.
“Transparency and interna-
tional standard in the process
of trying the war criminals
would be maintained,” she
said seeking Netherlands
supportin this regard.

Dipu moni told Bert
Koenders that Rohingya refu-
gees had been committing
various crimes like smuggling,
terrorism and other anti-
social activities. They are also
destroying the forests of
Bangladesh.

In the morning the Dutch
minister also visited Water
Resources Minister Romesh
Chandra Sen and the Water
Development Board office to
see the progress of different
water related projects sup-
ported by the Netherlands.

JS body
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capital in the name of Sajeda
Hosein during the BNP-led
government. Later when he
was the housing and public
works adviser of the caretaker
government, he purchased
another flat at Concord
Apartment built on Rajuk land
in the name of Saju Hosein.

It has also been alleged that
the former adviser expanded
‘Musafir Tower' at ail u
to the 16th floor from the nin
floor without approval of
Rajuk during then tenure of
last BNP-led government.

- The committee found that
Mainul had purchased a floor
of a building at Gulshan
Avenue atacostofTk8 crorein
the name of his son misusing
his office of the adviser to the
caretaker government.

“We asked the housing
ministry to come up with the
documents of the allegations
a the former adviser,”

asrul Hamid Bipu, chief of
the parliamentary sub-
committee, told The DailyStar
yesterday after a meeting at
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

The parliamentary stand-
lngbcommitteeonhousingand
public works formed
the five-member sub-
committee on June 25 to
investigate alleged corrup-
tion, use of power against
former adviser Mainul Hosein
and other allegations ofanom-
alies occurred in the last seven
years in the ministry and its
otherbodies.

Former adviser Mainul has
however refuted all allegations
raised against him.

_ NEWS

Cabinet okays
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The law minister said the

amendment will be broughtin
the International Crimes
(Tribunal) Act 1973 in order to
make it update. The amended
law will be titled as
International Crimes Tribunal
(Amendment) Act 2009, he
sald.

There are provisions for
trial of the armed forces and
their associate forces under
the 1973 act, he said, adding
that his ministry has recom-
mended an added provisionto
try individual and group
crimes for the trial of war
crimes.

An official concerned said
that the draft amendment
also proposed reforming the
definition of "associate force”
to include groups such as
Rajakar, Al badr and Al shams
militias who collaborated
with the Pakistani occupying
forcesin 1971.

The law minister said a
provision for appeal against
the tribunal's verdict has also
been included in the draft
amendment, which is not in
the original law.

"A temporary tribunal will
be constituted for the trials. A
prosecution team of five to 10
lawyers headed by a public
prosecutor and an investiga-
tion committee will also be
specially formed," Shafique
said.

He said those who have
skills, efficiency, quality,
honesty and acceptability
will be appointed as investi-
gators and prosecutors for
holding the trial of war crimi-
nals.

English is proposed as the
official language for the trials
but the amendment keeps
Bengali as well, he said.
Meanwhile, prime minister's
Press Secretary Abul Kalam
Azad yesterday told a press
briefing that the proposal for
amendment of the law was
approved to bring those
involved in ‘anti-humanity’
acts during the Liberation
Warin 1971 to justice.

The anti-humanity acts
include killings, arson and
rape, he said.

MOBILE COURT BILL
The draft of the Mobile Court
Bill 2009 will now be placed in

the parliament and once it is
passed as an act, the execu-
tive magistrates will regain
their power to summarily try
some offences to help main-
tain law and order and check
criminal activities, said a
secretary, who was present at
the cabinet meeting.

The executive magistrates,
who are officials from the
administration cadre of the
government, were stripped of
judicial powers on November
1, 2007 with the separation of
the judiciary from executive
organ of the state through
amendment to the Code of
Criminal Procedures.

The secretary said the
mobile courts against the
criminal activities including
adulteration can only be
operated by judicial magis-
trates after separation of the
judiciary.

But in the face of demand
from the cadre officials, the
immediate past caretaker
government on October 29,
2007 promulgated the Mobile
Court Ordinance 2007
empowering the executive
magistrates to operate
mobile courts and hold sum-
mary trials of some specific
offences.

The ordinance, however,
ceased to have effect, as the
present parliament in its first
session did not pass the ordi-
nance asact,

Sources said as per the
draft bill placed by the home
ministry in the cabinet, the
district magistrates may
delegate the authority to
executive magistrates
through written order to
operate mobile courts in their
jurisdiction for maintaining
law and order and containing
offences.

The mobile courts can
only fine the offenders, in
default, it can give the con-
victs three months' simple
imprisonment, says the draft
bill.

The law enforcement
agencies along with other
organisations concerned will
be bound to give necessary
assistance to executive mag-
istrates in operating the
mobile courts, sources said.

Govt's fair price
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observed the matter. The

journalists informed high
officials of the district admin-
istration of the irregularities.

Additional District
Magistrate Md Fazlur
Rahman, who is heading a
three-member committee to
investigate the food scam, told
The Daily Star that they also
found some irregularities as
reported. The committee will
soon submit its report, he
added.

SeilinE D ep oy
Commissioner (DC) Ashok
Kumar Debnath told this
correspondent that they
would send the report to the
ministry concerned soon after
receivingit.

“Actions against the cul-
prits involved in the scam will
be determined by the higher
authorities,” he said.

As per the rules, different
institutions at the grassroots
getsanctions through applica-
tions for TR rice for small
repair and rehabilitation
works, which they implement
with the proceeds coming
from the sales of the sanc-
tioned foodgrains.

The government this time
has fixed the rate per tonne TR
rice at Tk 29,429, but the TR
recipients in most cases are
being compelled to sell their
sanctioned grains at half the
price.

Besides, there are allega-
tions of gross irregularities
against the institutions receiv-

SC rules
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Rizwana Hasan, executive
director of Bangladesh
Environment Lawyers
Association (Bela), stressed
the need for establishing
immediate control over the
land by the forest department
and hanging a signboard of
the stay order.

The Bela chief, who also
helped the move, urged to
realise compensation from
the plunderers against dam-

g the trees and try to

cancel the lease through legal .

battle so that none can be able
to raze any forest or greens in
future.

Over 500 workers hired by
some influential people felled
the trees worth over Tk 1.1
crore with electric saws and
machetes on Friday in a bid to
build ship-breaking yards.

Sources said Md Nurun
Nabi Bhuiyan, Md Adnan and
Md Salahuddin alias
Salahuddin Haji had hired the
workers to develop five new
ship-breaking yards there.

ing the TR allocations from the
government.

Sources said a major por-
tion of rice sanctioned for
different institutions is being
misused due to lack of moni-
toring. In many cases, the
institutions do not use the rice
for development works as
prayed for.

This correspondent visited
some institutions that got
allocations and found the
allegations of misuse were
largely true. For instance, one
religious institution under
Kushtia Sadar Upazila
received one tonne of TR rice
for earth filling but it ended up
using the same for buying
stationeries for the institution.

A total of 5,608 tonnes of
rice was allotted for the dis-
trict in the current season. So
far, 2,390 and 934 tonnes have
been exhausted in two phases
while the third and last phase
of 2,284 tonnes is being sanc-
tioned now against various TR
applicants.

Unregistered
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have rejected the guideline
terming it 'unrealistic' and
'unfriendly’ to small investors.

"Although we are teaching
for over five years and trying to
help the poor section of the
learners, we remain unregis-
tered because that requires
own premises with enough
spaces for class rooms, motor
parts display laboratory,
driving simulator, qualified
driving instructors and vehi-
cles fitted with duel pedals to
run such a business," says
Golap Chandra Saha, a self
employed instructor and a
former chauffeur ofa multina-
tional company.

Macadam, one of country's
foremost and registered driv-
ing schools operating from
Dhanmondi residential area,
offers all facilities for the
students with guarantee of
success for a ‘genuine’ driver's
license.

Bimal Samadar, Public
Relations Officer of Macadam,
said that over 99 percent of
their clients are aspiring non-
professional drivers. Samadar
added that whenever they
recruitinstructors they ensure
educational qualifications
and put them through a short
training course.

“There is virtually no quali-
fied instructor in our country
so we have to train them to
become instructors for our
own fleet of training vehicles,"
Samadar said.

ASHULIA UNREST

HC asks 14
labour leaders
to surrender
in 8 weeks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yester-
day directed 14 labour leaders
and workers to surrender
before the trial court within
eight weeks in connection
with a case filed against them
following the recent vandal-
ism in garment factories in
Ashulia,

The HC bench of Justice
MA Wahhab Miah and Justice
Abdur Razzak asked the law
enforcers not to harass or
arrest them in the case during
the period.

The court also asked secu-
rity personnel not to harass or
arrest them in three other
cases until submission of
police reports in this regard.
The three cases were also filed
on charge of killing a garment
worker and vandalism in the
same incidents.

The court passed the
orders upon separate bail
petitions filed by the accused
in the cases.

The petitioners include
advocate Mantu Kumar
Ghosh, adviser of Bangladesh
Garment Sramik Trade Union,
its president Idris Ali and
general secretary KM Ruhul
Amin and office secretary Joly
Talukder.

They appeared before the
HC bench, seeking anticipa-
tory bail in the case.

Ashulia police filed four
separate cases on charge of
vandalism, arson and killing of
a garment worker during the
three-day violent incidents in
the factories at Ashulia.

Advocate Hasinur Rahman
appeared for the petitioners.

Draft law

FROM PAGE 1 ‘
“Necessary measures will be

taken under the proposed law
to ensure foolproof security of
the family members of
Bangabandhu,” the home
secretary told The Daily Star
after the meeting.

Home ministry officials
said the law needs to be for-
mulated mainly to protect the
two daughters of
Bangabandhu--Sheikh
Hasina and Sheikh Rehana.

The previous AL govern-
ment passed a law on June 21,
2001 for providing full-time
security of Special Security
Force (SSF) to Hasina and
Rehana. Hasina was then
given the Ganabhaban, offi-
cial residence of the prime
minister, while Rehana was
given a residence in
Dhanmondi, stirring a huge
controversy.

The BNP-Jamaat alliance
government however
scrapped the law in December
2001.The present government
has decided to formulate a
new law in line with a similar
law that was scrapped by the
BNP-led government.

Hasina survived several
assassination attempts. On
August 21, 2004, Hasina, the
then leader of the opposition
in parliament, survived a
grenade attack while address-
ing a rally at Bangabandhu
Avenue in the capital. The
attack left 24 people including
Al leader Ivy Rahman dead.

In 2000, 80-kg RDX was
found in Gopalganj where
Hasina's helicopter was sup-
posed to land. She was the
prime minister at that time.
She also came under intense
fire in Chittagong in 1988 that
left several peoplekilled.

Sources said Hasina and
Rehana might get round-the-
clock SSF and other secunity as
per the draft law. They may
even getspecial homes,

The prime minister's press
secretary Abul Kalam Azad
told reporters after the meet-
ing that the cabinet meeting
also approved Mobile Court
Law and National Information
and Communication
Technology Policy 2009.

Seven school
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Abdul Gaffer, a school staff,

said he raced to the scene
hearing screams of the injured
children lying in the debris of
concrete, bleedin?. They all
were crying and looking for
comfort by calling their par-
ents, headded.

Mukti Rani Paul, acting
headmaster of the two-storey
school, said, “All of a sudden
the chunk of plaster fell on the
students of the ground floor
creating a huge panic among
the children and staff.”

Sources from the school
said the school building was
last repaired in 1994,
Thereafter the school authori-
ties repeatedly requested the
district education officer and
engineering department for
the renovation of the school
building that was established
in 1967. However, the govern-
ment authorities took no
measures against the school
authorities' reminder.
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140 killed in China
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Rebiya Kadeer," the govern-
ment said in a statement,
according toXinhua.

However Ulghur exiles,
who have long chafed at
Chinese rule in Xinjiang,
accused Chinese security
forces of over-reacting in
quelling peaceful protests by
thousands of people, and said
police had fired indiscrimi-
nately.

Riot police and other secu-
rity forces armed with
machine guns and carrying
shields were seen in Urumgi
on Monday, preventing fur-
ther protests, according to an
AFPreporter here.

The demonstrators who
gathered Sunday had been
demanding justice for two
Uighurs killed last month
during a fight with their Han
Chinese co-workers at a fac-
tory in southern China.
Accounts differed over what
happened next in Urumqi, but
the violence seemed to have
started when a crowd of pro-
testersrefused to disperse.

Rioters overturned barri-
cades, attacking vehicles and
houses, and clashed violently
with police, according to
media and witness accounts.
State television aired footage
showing protesters attacking
and kicking people on the
ground. Other people, who
appeared to be Han Chinese,
sat dazed with blood pouring
down their faces.

Mobile phone service
provided by at least one com-
pany was cut Monday to stop
people from organising fur-
theractionin Xinjiang.

Tensions between Uighurs
and the majority Han Chinese
are never far from the surface
in Xinjiang, China's vast
Central Asian buffer province,
where militant Uighurs have
waged a sporadic, violent
separatist campaign. The
overwhelming majority of
Urumgi's 2.3 million people
are Han Chinese,

Wu Nong, director of the
news office of the Xinjiang
provincial government, said
more than 260 vehicles were
attacked or set on fire iIn
Sunday's unrest and 203
houses were damaged. She
said 140 people were killed
and 828 injured in the vio-
lence.

She did not say how many
of the victims were Han or
Uighurs. A4

Xinhua also reported 140
people died and that the death
toll "was still climbing.”

Xinhua said several hun-
dred people had been arrested
in connection with the riot
and police were searching for
about 90 other "keysuspects.”

Uighur exiles condemned
the crackdown.

"We are extremely sad-
dened by the heavy-handed
use of force by the Chinese
security forces against the
peaceful demonstrators,” said
Alim Seytoff, vice president of
the Washington, D.C.-based
Uyghur American
Association.

"We ask the international
community to condemn
China's killing of innocent
Uihgurs. This is a very dark day
in the history of the Uighur
people,” he said.

The association, led by a
former prominent Xinjiang
businesswoman now living in
America, Rebiya Kadeer,
estimated that 1,000 to 3,000
people took part in the pro-
test.

Xinjiang Governor Nur Bekri
said in a televised address early
Monday blamed Uighur exiles
led by Kadeer of causing the
violence, saying, "Rebiya had
phone conversations with
people in China on July 5 in
order to incite and Web sites ...
were used to orchestrate the
incitement and spread propa-

Wealth card
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The ministers and legislators
would have to update their
wealth statements every year.
The statements would contain
information regarding their
wealth, and whether they pay
iIncome taxornot.

The minister noted that if
wealth statements are taken,
the government can know
whether one is becoming a
minister or lawmaker with Tk
10 in his pocket, and is leaving
officewithTk one crore.’

On defaulted loans, he said
however influential a loan
defaulter might be, he is a
defaulter. The government will
take similar legal steps against
allloan defaulters.

Muhith mentioned that
most of the big loan defaulters
are owners of sick industries.
They now want waiver of inter-
est, and say they are ready to pay
the principalamount.

Banks are also responsible
forindustries becoming sick, he
said, adding that they give the
capital as loan, but not the
working capital. As a result,
many industries become sick.

e finance minister said
banks are going to implement
‘Basel-1I compliance rule’, and
fresh loans are not likely to be
defaulted.

On Sunday, he released a list
of 2,196 loan defaulters in par-
liament.

13

ganda.”

China Mobile phone ser-
vice was suspended in the
region "to help keep the peace
and prevent the incident from
spreading further," a cus-
tomer service representative
in Urumgqi said. The woman
would give only her surname,
Yang.

Adam Grode, an American
Fulbright scholar studying in
Urumgqi, described a heavy
police and military presence
in the city Monday.

"There are soldiers every-
where, police are at all the
corners. Traffic has com-
pletely stopped but people are
walking on the sidewalks,”
Grode said.

He said authorities took
him to the police station
Monday morning after seeing
him taking photographs from
his apartment window. They
deleted his photos, confis-
cated his passport and
released him. They gave no
reason for taking his passport,
but said it would be returned
Tuesday.

A government statement
quoted by Xinhua said the
violence was "a pre-empted,
organised violent crime. It is
instigated and directed from
abroad and carried out by
outlaws in the country.”

Seytoff dimisseed the
accusations. "It's common
practice for the Chinese gov-
ernment to accuse Ms. Kadeer
for any unrest” in Xinjiang, he
said.

Seytoff also read a brief
statement from Kadeer: "The
real cause of the problem lies
with the Chinese govern-
ment's policies toward the
Uighurs. It's not alleged insti-
gation by me or some outside
forces.”

The clashes Sunday in
Urumgi echoed last year's
unrest in Tibet, when a peace-
ful demonstration by monks
in the capital of Lhasa erupted
into riots that spread to sur-
rounding areas, leaving at
least 22 dead. The Chinese
government accused the Dalai
Lama of orchestrating the
violence acharge he denied.

Many Uighurs yearn for
independence for Xinjiang, a
sprawling region rich in min-
erals and oil that borders eight
Central Asian nations. Critics
say the millions of Han
Chinese who have settled here
in recent yeass arg gradually,
squeezing' the¢ Turkic people
out of theirhomeland.

But many Chinese believe
the Uighurs (pronounced
WEE-gers) are backward and
ungrateful for the economic
development the Chinese
have brought to the poor
region.

Two more

FROM PAGE 16

The two met their tragic end
while working on the third floor
of a nine-storey under-
construction building on
Road-14.

Witnesses said Arif was
caughton an electric wire while
working and Lovely caught the
same wire as she tried to save
him [Arif]. Soon after Lovely
caught the wire she fell on
ground from the third floor.

Their fellow workers rushed
them to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where the doctors on
dutydeclared them dead.

Earlier on July 2, another
construction worker died of
electrocution during work at
Kadomtoli. On the same day a
woman and her domestic aide
died catching snapped Desa
wire in Moghbazar.

On July 1 another woman
and her son died being caught
in snapped Desa wire in

Lalbagh.

Date for Tipai
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the parliamentarydelegation.

“Process is underway to
form a team with members of
the parliamentary standing
committee on water resources
ministry, secretary of the min-
istry, members of the joint river
commission and water
experts,” said a press released
issued by the parliament secre-
tariat.

The parliamentary body
earlier formed a parliamentary
delegation comprised of its six
members without any BNP
lawmaker as the party does not
have representation in the
committee. BNP immediately
denounced formation of the
team. However, committee
member and lawmaker
Hamidur Rahman Azad of
Jamaat-e-Islami, a component
of BNP-led four party alliance,
has been included in the par-
liamentary team for visiting the
dam site.

Committee Chief Abdur
Razzaq later urged BNP to

ropose the name of one of its
awmakers for inclusion in the
team but the main opposition
party is yet to announce any
name.

BNP earlier gave the names
of five water experts for inclu-
sion in the team as a condition
for announcing the name of its
lawmaker for the delegation.

The parliamentarybody ata
meeting at the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban also discussed the
ongoing rehabilitation works
inthe Aila-affected areas.



