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Airstrikes kill 19 militants
across NW Pakistan

Close aide of Maulana Fazlullah killed in fighting

AFP, Peshawar

Pakistani airstrikes killed 19
suspected militants yesterday,
police and security officials
said, in an ongoing bombard-
ment aimed at shattering
Taliban strongholds across the
northwest.

Army officials, meanwhile,
said a close aice of Maulana
Fazlullah -- the Taliban com-
mander in northwest Swat
valley -- was killed as a 10-
week-long operation against
militants in the scenic region
rumbled on.

Military and government
officials claim to have almost
cleared Swat valley of insur-
gents and are now targeting
the tribal region bordering
Afghanistan, but fresh shelling
erupted on Sunday just north
of Swat's main town Mingora.

"Gunship helicopters
shelled militant hideouts at
Mangaltan area of Charbagh
town. At least ten militants
were killed in the shelling,”
Major Nasir Khan, a military
spokesman in Mingora, told
AFP by telephone.

Khan said the air attacks
were called in after fresh
reports of militant movement
in the area. An intelligence
official in Mingora confirmed
the strikes and the death toll.

Security forces have vowed
to follow up the Swat cam-
paign with an offensive
against Taliban warlord
Baitullah Mehsud and his

network in the lawless tribal
belt, where Washington
alleges al-Qaeda fighters are
also hiding out.

At least six alleged rebels
linked to the hardline Taliban
were killed Sunday in the tribal
North Waziristan region near

the Afghan border.
"Six or seven militants were

killed and four were injured
when jet fighters bombed
Taliban hideouts in different
parts of Datta Khel," Aziz
Khan, a tribal police official,
told AFP by telephone,

The air strikes hit about 20
kilometres (10 miles) west of
Miranshah, the main district
town in the semi-autonomous
mountain region.

Residents said they saw six
dead bodies, but added that
civilians were also hurt.

"We were in our houses
when war planes bombed the
area,” local resident
Mahmood Gul told AFP from
Miranshah's main hospital,
where he had taken his young
son for treatment for shrapnel
wounds.

In the Orakzai region on
Sunday, gunship helicopters
shelled militant positions in
tWO areas.

"At least three militants
were killed and many injured
in the shelling," a military
official told AFF, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The bombardment hit
close to the site of a military
helicopter crash Friday, which
killed 26 security personnel.

The military have blamed a
technical fault for the crash,
but the Taliban claim to have

shot down the MI-17 in retali-
ation for the start of military
operations in Waziristan.

Also Sunday, army spokes-

man Major General Athar
Abbas told AFP that the mili-
tary had killed a commander
loyal to Fazlullah on the out-
skirts of Mingora.

"Ehsan, alias Abu Jandal,
was killed two days earlier in
Qambar area. He was a mid-
level commander,” said
Abbas. Security sources in the
area confirmed the death and
said Jandal was a close aide of
the firebrand cleric.

China calls for
calm after N
Korean missile
tests

AFP, Beijing

China urged calm yesterday
after North Korea test-fired
seven missiles off its east
coast in an act of defiance
apparently timed for the US
Independence Day holiday.

"China... hopes that all
sides will maintain calm and
restraint, and jointly safe-
guard peace and stability in
the region,” foreign ministry
spokesman Qin Gang said in
anonline statement.

The launch of the ballistic
missiles -- which the North is
banned from firing under UN
resolutions -- on Saturday
further fuelled tensions after
the reclusive state conducted
anuclear testin May.

On Thursday the North
test-fired four short-range
missiles with a range of 120
km (75 miles) into the Sea of
Japan.

Violence erupts in China's
restive Xinjiang

AFP, Beijing

He said the confrontation involved about

Violence broke out yesterday in the capital of
China's mainly Muslim northwest region of

3,000 Uighur and 1,000 police who used elec-
tric cattle prods and fired gunshots into the air
to try to disband the demonstration.

Xinjiang where an unknown number of peo-
ple attacked passers-by and torched vehicles,

state media reported.

The state news agency Xinhua said police
were rushing to restore order in Urumgi,
capital of the restive Xinjiang Uighur

Autonomous Region.

Activist groups said thousands of protest-
ers from the Uighur ethnic group had clashed
with police and that two people had died.

The information could not be independ-

entlyverified.

The head of the Japan Uighur Association,
[lham Mahmut, told AFP in Tokyo, citing
Internet communications from China, that he
had heard that at least 300 people had been

arrested.

Dilxat Raxit,spokesman for the Germany-
based World Uighur Congress, said sources
told him that more than 100 had been
detained.

Mahmut said demonstrators were
regrouping to continue the protest. "About
400 people are trying to resume the demon-
stration,” he added.

He said itwas sparked by arecent dispute at
a toy factory between Chinese and Uighurs
over a rumour that Uighurs had abused a
Chinese woman.

Xinjiang is home to some eight million
Uighurs, a Turkic ethnic group, and many of its
members say they have suffered political and
religious persecution for decades.

Dhaka Zoo
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crore. With the death of ani-
mals, the government has
suffered a loss of around Tk 60
lakh so far. The mountain zebra
alone costaround Tk 10 lakh.

According to the curator
deaths up to 30 percent of a
new lotis normal.

“It Is absolutely normal to
expect a few deaths when
animals are introduced to a
new environment,” Rahman
said,

“These animals underwent
a long journey that was trau-
matic as well as hazardous.
Some of them also sustained
injuries during the voyage. The
weather here is also completely
different to what they have
lived in so far. That's why they
take timetoadapt.”

Meanwhile, the animals
most popular with visitors --
the herd of giraffe -- are suffer-
ing from FMD.

Rahman said, “It is a season
that favours FMD. There is an
outbreak of the disease outside

the zoo premises, Several
divided hoofed animals, espe-
cially the spotted deer, are
suffering from it but the situa-
tionisundercontrol.”

“A medical board has
alreadybeen formed to contain
infestation. We have arranged
footbaths around the food area
where animals tend to concen-
trate helping spread of the
infection,” he said.

Located on about 186-acres
of land in Mirpur, the Dhaka
zoo is currently home to
around 2, 161 animals from 157
species. Of them, 57 are mam-
mals including elephant, Royal
Bengal tiger, lion, cheetah,
rhinoceros, zebras, different
species ol monkeys and chim-
panzees, hippos and more.

There are 61 species of
birds, 11 species of reptiles
including snakes and croco-
diles and 28 species of fish in
the zoo.

The zoo attracts about 10,
000 visitors every day.

Beximco top defaulter
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supervisions to recover
defaulted loans of different
banks.

Assuming the office, the
finance minister said on
February 1 that the govern-
ment would take stern action
againstloan defaulters.

Talking to reporters on that
day, Muhith, who was the
finance minister in dictator
HM Ershad's government,
said, "I do not like loan default-
ers at all. In the early 1980s, 1
was the first to identify them
and take action against them.
This time more stringent
actionswillbe taken.”

TOP50 DEFAULTERS

Beximco Textiles Ltd
defaulted on Tk 353.89 crore,
Padma Textile Mills Ltd Tk
29291 crore, Bangladesh Jute
Mills Corporation Tk 267.44
crore, Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation Tk 176.95 crore,
SDS International Ltd Tk 139.
95 crore, Shinepukur Holdings
Ltd Tk 134.35 crore, Magura
Paper Mills Ltd Tk 126.05 crore,
Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd Tk
124.75 crore, Fair ExpoWeaving
Mills Ltd Tk 96.53 crore,
Beximco Knitting Ltd Tk 81.06
crore, Riverside Leather &
Footwear Industries Ltd Tk
78.06 crare, Arch Ltd Tk 77.80
crore, Bangladesh Auto-
rickshaw Chalak SF Tk 77.56
crore, Shamsul Al Amin Cotton
Mills Ltd Tk 74.42 crore, Khulna
Newsprint Mills Ltd Tk 71.11
crore, Qaumi Jute Mills Tk 65.95
crore, Desh Beverage
Company Ltd Tk 61.17 crore,
Samina Tannery Pvt Ltd Tk
60.98 crore, Star Cement
Industries Tk 60.89 crore,
Bikrampur Potato Flakes
Industries Tk 60.18 crore,
Beximco Engineering Ltd Tk
59.80 crore, Desma Shoe
Industries Ltd Tk 59.37 crore,
RM Super Steels Ltd Tk 58.92

crore, One Spinning Mills Ltd
Tk 58.75 crore, Lexco Ltd Tk
54.72 crore, National Cement
Mills Ltd Tk 53.91 crore,
Namnam Bangladesh
Associates Ltd Tk 53.54 crore,
Fahim Marble Corporation Ltd
Tk 53.38 crore, Nirman
International Contracting
Company Tk 51.95 crore,
Ismail Carpet Industries Tk
51.92 crore, Rahman Ahsan
Cotton Spinning Mills Ltd Tk
51.52 crore, Protein Foods Ltd
Tk 50.48 crore, Musk Sweater
Composite Ltd Tk 49.95 crore,
Chowdhury Leather and
Company Ltd Tk 49.33 crore,
Globe Metal Complex Tk 47.99
crore, Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation Tk
47.69 crore, Mizan & Suman
Tannery Pvt Ltd Tk 47.28 crore,
Bright Textile Industries Ltd Tk
46.96 crore, AG Textile Mills Ltd
Tk 46.82 crore, Imperial Dyeing
& Hosiery Mills Ltd Tk 46.68
crore, Priyanka Spinning Ltd Tk
45.73 crore, Ashraf Textile Mills
Ltd Tk45.41 crore, AlfaTobacco
Manufacturing Company Ltd
Tk 45.04 crore, Classic Supplies
Ltd Tk 43.72 crore, AB
Vegetable Oil Industries Ltd Tk
43.20 crore, Sumis Sweater Ltd
Tk43.17 crore, Biswas Garment
Ltd Tk 42.36 crore, Mita Textile
Ltd Tk 41. 90 crore, Shahil
Fashions Ltd Tk 41.81 crore,
and News Style Garments Ltd
Tk41.35crore.

Of the media houses, Amar
Desh Publications Ltd
defaulted on Tk 38.24 crore,
Dialogue Publications Tk 36.98
crore, One Entertainment Ltd
Tk 35.22 crore, Boishakhi
Media Ltd Tk 31.21 crore,
Nationwide Communications
Ltd Tk 27.73 crore, Focus Multi
Media Company Ltd Tk 19.58
crore, Janakantha Itd Tk 17.12
crore, WordTel Bangladesh Ltd
Tk 12.44 crore and Ekushey
Television Ltd Tk 12.35 crore,

AP, Moscow

President Barack Obama said
strengthening human rights
and the rule of law in Russia
should be a part of the much-
heralded "reset” in US-
Russian relations, according
to aninterview with an embat-
tled Russian opposition news-
paper.

Obama also said he
applauded President Dmitry
Medvedev's efforts to reform
Russia’s creaky judicial sys-
tem, according excerpts
released by Novaya Gazeta
before Obama's arrival
Monday in Moscow, when the
fullinterview to be published.

"I agree with President
Medvedev when he said that
‘freedom is better than the
absence of freedom’,” Obama
was quoted as saying. "I see no
reason why strengthening
democracy, human rights and
the rule of law cannot be
included as part of our reset”
inrelations.

The term “reset” refers to
the pledge by officials in both
countries to improve relations
that had chilled markedly in
recentyears.

It was unclear whether
Obama’'s comments were a
signal that he intends to press
Medvedev orthe man consid-
ered his co-ruler, Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin on
judicial reforms or human
rights issues during his two-
daysummitin Moscow.

Rights groups, US lawmak-
ers, and Russian and US for-
eign policy experts have urged
Obama not to ignore those

@he Buaily Star

issues in order to reach agree-
ment with Medvedev on
broader disputes such as a
new arms control treaty or
Nato expansion.

A newspaper spokes-
woman said the interview was
conducted in writing, with the
newspaper receiving answers
to its questions at the end of
last week.

Obama declined to answer
the newspaper's question
about Russia’'s most promi-
nent prisoner the former oil
tycoon and billionaire Mikhail
Khodorkovsky. The business-
man’'s supporters say the
criminal trial that convicted
Khodorkovsky on tax evasion
and fraud charges was
designed to punish him for his
political aspiration.

But Obama said he sup-
ported Medvedev's efforts to
strengthen the rule of law in
Russia, "which naturally
includes making sure that all
those accused of crimes have
the right to a fair trial and that
the courts are not used for
political purposes,” he was
quoted as saying.

"l also believe that
Americans and Russians have
a common interest in the
development of rule of rule,
the strengthening of democ-
racy, and the protection of
human rights," he told the
newspaper. “As | said in my
inaugural address: "To those
who cling to power through
corruption and deceit and the
silencing of dissent, know that
you are on the wrong side of
history, but that we will extend
a hand if you are willing to

Obama backs Medvedev's
judicial reforms

unclench your fist,”

US and Russian officials
have been trying to reach
agreement on a successor
agreement to the 1991 arms
control treaty known as
START. The treaty expires in
December and negotiators
have struggling to have a
framework deal ready for
Obamaand Medvedevtosign.

Among the biggest sticking
points is the issue of US plans
for a missile defense system in
eastern Europe. Russia vocif-
erously opposes those plans
and has sought to include that
issue as part of any new arms
control deal.

In the interview, Obama
repeated US assurances that
the missile defense system
isn'taimed at Russia.

"We are not building and
will not build a system that is
aimed to respond to an attack
from Russia. Such thinking is
simply a legacy of the Cold
War,” hewas quoted assaying,

Novaya Gazeta is Russia's
most prominent opposition
newspaper and its most
embattled, known for investi-
gative articles and acid com-
mentary about Kremlin poli-
cies. Four of its reporters have
died in the past eight years
one beaten to death, one
allegedly poisoned, two shot
the mostrecenton Jan. 19.

Medvedev himself gave his
first newspaper interview to
the publication, something
Putin never did during his
eightyears as president.

AFP, GENEVA

A Red Cross official has
sharply criticised "compla-
cency” towards the impact
of communicable diseases
on poor countries, contrast-
ing it with responses to flu or
heart disease in rich
nations.

A report released by the
International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies on Monday warned
that the crippling and growing
burden of epidemics like
dengue fever, polio, or menin-
gitis was not being sufficiently

addressed.

"We do not see interest, we
only see vague, uncoordinated
interest in high-profile issues
such as influenza -- which isin
itself a great risk, but not the
only one," said Tammam
Aloudat, the federation's
senior officer for health in
emergencies.

Swine flu has “killed so far
about 150 people, the poten-
tial for risk is massive, but
what we have today is 14
million people dying mostly
unnecessarily from easily
preventable diseases that
require little resources,” he

Red Cross hits out at
‘complacency' on poor
nation epidemics

told journalists.

~ Titled "The Epidemic
Divide®, the Red Cross reporn
said a focus on death rates had
helped increase attention and
resources to tackle non-
communicable diseases such as
heart attacks and cancers, now
theleadingkillersworldwide.

But the dominant threat in
developing countries remains
preventable infectious dis-
ease, and their societies were
not only ailing due the huge
mortality but also the debili-
tating impact of ill
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