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American identity: Ideas,

Since the United States was founded in the 18th century, Americans have defined thefns:els{e:s not
by their racial, religious, and ethnic identity but by their common values and belief in individual

freedom.

“I'min a New York state of mind." - Billy Joel |
In 2000 28.2 percent of people living in the New York metropolitan area were foreign born.

-U.S. Census Bureau
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MICHAEL JAY FRIEDMAN

N 1782, barely six years

after the United States of

America declared its
nationhood, Benjamin
Franklin offered certain
“Information to Those Who
Would Remove to America.”
Among the constellation of
outsized -historical actors
Americans came to know as
their “founding fathers,”
Franklin was in many ways
the most typically American:
If George Washington was
inapproachably august,
Thomas Jefferson bookish,
and John Adams dour, it was
Franklin thatpracticalinven-
tor, resourceful businessman,
and ever-busy civic catalyst
who best understood that his
countrymen were, as the
historian Walter McDougall
would later call them, a
nation of hustlers. In such a
land, Franklin instructed the
would-be immigrant:

People do not inquire
concerning a Stranger, What
is he? but, What can he do? If
he has any useful Art, he is

welcome; and if he exercises
it, and behaves well, he will be
respected by all that know
him.

Franklin's remark was
grounded in first-hand obser-
vation: As early as 1750,
German immigrants out-
numbered English stock in
his home colony of
Pennsylvania. The newcom-
ers were perceived as indus-
trious and law-abiding.
Skillful farmers, they
improved the land and stimu-
lated economic growth. In
1790, when Congress set the
first national standard for
naturalized citizenship, it
required no ethnic or reli-
gious test, no literacy test, no
property requirement just
two years residence, good
character, and an oath to
uphold the Constitution,
Because American identity is,
as Franklin understood,
grounded in actions and
attitudes rather than racial,
religious, or ethnic identity,
Americans differ from many
other peoples both in how
theydefine themselves and in

the kinds of lives they choose
to lead. Membership in the
national community, as
cultural scholar Marc Pachter
has written, “demands only

‘the decision to become

American.”

This communal American
identity embraces a pluralism
that spans racial, religious,
and ethnic divides. It also
encompasses a strong civic
commitment to individual
freedom and to a representa-
tive government of limited
and clearly defined powers
thatrespects that freedom.

Melting Pot or Salad

Bowl?

The American self-image has
always harnessed a creative
tension between pluralism
and assimilation. On the one
hand, immigrants tradition-
ally have been expected to
immerse themselves in the
American “melting pot,” a
metaphor popularized by the
playwright Israel Zangwill's
1908 drama The Melting Pot,
in which one character
declares:

From the American people to
the people of Bangladesh

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
greater investment, particu-

larly for women and young
adults. Our clean energy
program expands access to
solar energy and promotes the
use of bio-gas while training
young women in rural areas to
install solar home systems and
earn income in the process.
USAID provides assistance
to local communities and the
Government to protect forest
and wetlands and encourage
the wise use of aquatic and
tropical forest resources.
USAID "also works with the
national government, NGOs,
locally elected governments
and municipal associations to
improve the management of
public funds through partici-
patory planning processes.
Our Anti-Corruption project,
PROGATI, works with mem-
bers of Parliament, civil soci-
ety organizations, media
outlets and journalists to
assist them with the manage-
ment of national budgets,
monitoring of government
expenses, and establishment
of a center for investigative
journalism. Our food security
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program provides technical
assistance regarding food and
agriculture policy, and sup-
ports homestead gardening,
the creation of seasonal jobs,
and income opportunities
such as poultry raising and
tailoring in resource poor
areas. USAID also helps com-
munities plan and prepare for
disasters and construct small
scale disaster mitigation
infrastructure while providing
emergency relief after natural
disasters.

After Cycloneg S:dr the U.S.
supplied U.S. military person-
nel and equipment to work in
tandem with the Government
of Bangladesh to provide imme-
diate humanitarian assistance
for those affected by the
cyclone. Operation Sea Angel
II combined U.S. technology
with Bangladeshi knowledge of
the region to save countless
lives in the aftermath of the
disaster. The U.S. military
continues to provide humani-
tarian assistance in

Bangladesh through the con-
struction of multi-purpose
shelters and capacity building
indisaster mitigation.
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War 1est Felicitations to the

The U.S. Embassy also
supports English language
instruction and madrassa
education in programs
designed to make students
better prepared to meet the
world's challenges in the job
market and in institutes of
higher education. Through
educational exchanges and
in-country training,
Bangladeshis gain knowledge
and experience to better
prepare Bangladesh's future.
We also help facilitate travel to
the United States by
Bangladeshis. America is
open for business, tourism,
and exchanges. We are partic-
ularly pleased that the num-
ber of students who want to
study in the United States
continues to grow each year.
We also help those eligible to

reside permanently in the

United States.

We have a vibrant and
growing relationship with
Bangladesh. Wehave been
friends for many years. The
United States Government
will continue to be a strong
and close partner of the
Bangladeshipeople.
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Government and the Friendly People of
The United States of America
on their 233rd Anniversary of

Independence Day

Services Include :
Household Relocations, Corporate Relocations,

Industrial Relocations,

Fine Arts Handlings,

Trade Fairs and Projects Logistics,
Customs Brokerage, Warehousing,

Distributions, NVOCC

and Records Management.

SW(A) 26, GULSHAN AVENUE,
DHAKA - 1212, BANGLADESH

TEL : 9894745-50, 9887872, 8811021-2,
FAX : 880-2-8823416, 8823519

E-mail : commercial dept@homebound com.bd
Web : www homeboundbd com
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not ethnicity

Understand that America
is God's Crucible, the great
Melting-Pot where all the
races of Europe are melting
and reforming! A fig for your
feuds and vendettas!
Germans and Frenchmen,
Irishmen and Englishmen,
Jews and Russians into the
Crucible with you all! God is
making the American.

Nor were Zangwill's senti-
ments new ones. As far back
as 1782, ]. Hector St. John de
Crevecoeur, a French immi-
grant and keen observer of
American life, described his
newcompatriots as:

. @ mixture of English,
Scotch, Irish, French, Dutch,
Germans, and Swedes ... .
What, then, is the American,
this new man? He is neither
an European nor the descen-
dant of an European; hence
that strange mixture of blood,
which you will find in no
other country. I could point
out to you a family whose
grandfather was an
Englishman, whose wife was
Dutch, whose son married a
French woman, and whose
present four sons have now
four wives of different
nations. He is an American...
leaving behind him all his
ancient prejudices and man-
ners...

The melting pot, however,
has always existed alongside
a competing model, in which
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Traditionally dressed immigrants join together in 1959 in front of
the Statue of Liberty. (© Bettmann/Corbis)

he or she has overcome
great obstacles to success,
The late 19th-century
American writer Horatio
Alger, deemed by the
Encyclopedia Britannica
perhaps the most socially
influential American writer
of his generation, captured
this ethos in his many rags-
to-riches stories, in which
poor shoeshine boys or
other street urchins would
rise, by dint of their ambi-
tion, talent, and fortitude, to
wealth and fame.

In the United States,

Immigrants sworn in as citizens in Phnenlx. Arizona, in 2007 (©AP

Images)

each successive immigrant
group retains a measure of its
distinctiveness and enriches
the American whole. In 1918
the public intellectual
Randolph Bourne called for a
“trans-national America.”
The original English colo-
nists, Bourne argued, “did not
come to be assimilated in an
American melting pot .
They came to get freedom to
live as they wanted to ... to
make their fortune in a new
land.” Later immigrants, he
continued, had not been
melted down into some kind
of “tasteless, colorless” homo-
geneous Americanism but
rather added their distinct
contributions to the greater
whole.

The balance between the
melting pot and transna-
tional ideals varies with time
and circumstance, with nei-

individuals craft their own
definitions of success. It
might-be financral wealth -

and many are the college
dropouts working in their
parents’ garage in hopes of
creating the next Google,
Microsoft, or Apple
Computer. Others might
prize the joys of the sporting
arena, of creating fine music
or art, or of raising a loving
family at home. Because
Americans spurn limits, their
national identity is not --
cannot be -- bounded by the
color of one's skin, by one's
parentage, by which house of
worship one attends.

—

ther model achieving com- |
prete daominance .|

Unquestionably, though,
Americans have internalized
a self-portrait that spans a
spectrum of races,
and colors.
popular motion pictures
depicting American troops in

creeds, |
Consider the

action during the Second |

- World War, It became a
Hollywood cliché that every
platoon included a farm boy
from lowa, a Brooklyn Jew, a
Polish millworker from

. Chicago, an Appalachian |
- woodsman, and other diverse |
examples of mid-20th cen- |
- lury American manhood.

They strain at first to over-

come their differences, but by |

film's end all have bonded as
Americans. Real life could be
more complicated, and not

- least because the African-
. American soldier would have
- served in a segregated unit,
. Regardless, these films depict |
. an American identity that
. Americans believed in +- or
- wanted to.

Individualism and

Tolerance
If American

- embraces all kinds of people, |
it also affords them a vast |
menu of opportunities to |
make and remake them-

selves. Americans historically
have scorned efforts to trade
on “accidents of birth,” such
as great inherited wealth or

- social status. Article I of the
- U.S. Constitution bars the |
government from granting

any title of nobility, and those
who cultivate an air of superi-
ority toward their fellow

- Americans are commonly

disparaged for

airs,” orworse.
Americans instead

respect the “self-made” man

“putting on

identity |

. 0r woman, especially where |

Co m lies w lth

Americans hold differing
political beliefs, embrace
(often wildly) divergent
lifestyles, and insist upon
broad individual freedoms,
but they do so with a remark-
able degree of mutual toler-
ance. One key is their repre-
sentative form of govern-
ment: No citizen agrees with
every U.S. government deci-
sion; all know they can
reverse those policies by
persuading their fellow
citizens to vote for change at
the nextelection.

Another key is the power-
ful guarantees that protect
the rights of all Americans
from government overreach-
ing. No sooner was the U.S.
Constitution ratified than
Americans demanded and
received the Bill of Rights: 10
constitutional amendments
thatsafeguard basicrights.

There simply is no one
picture of a “typical”
American. From the pow-
dered-wigged Founding
Fathers to the multiracial
golf champion Tiger Woods,
Americans share a common
identity grounded in the
freedom -- consistent always
with respecting the freedom

of others -- to live as they
choose. The results can
bemuse, intrigue, and

inspire. Cambodia’s biggest
hip-hop star, born on a
Cambodian farm, lives in
southern California. (He
goes by the name “praCh.”)
Walt Whitman, the closest
Americans have produced to
a national poet, would not
have been surprised. “I am
large,” Whitman wrote of his
nation, “I contain multi-
tudes.”

Michael Jay Friedman is a historian and
writer in the Bureau of Intemnational
Information Programs of the U.S

Department of State
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Barack Obama's
vision for the future

The following is excerpted from the U.S. Department of State
publication Barack Obama: 44th President of the United

States.

Excerpts from “The American Moment,”

Remarks to the

Chicago Council on Global Affairs, April 23, 2007

believe that the single
Imust important job of

any President is to pro-
lect the American people.
And I am equally convinced
that doing that job effec-
tivelyin the 21st century will
require a new vision of
American leadership and a
new conception of our
national security a vision
that draws from the lessons
of the past, but is not
bound by outdated think-
ing.

In today's globalized
world, the security of the
American people is inextri-
cably linked to the security
of all people. When narco-
trafficking and corruption
threaten democracy in
Latin America, it's
America's problem too.
When poor villagers in
Indonesia have no choice
but to send chickens to
market infected with avian
flu, it cannot be seen as a
distant concern. When
religious schools in
Pakistan teach hatred to
young children, our chil-
dren are threatened as well.

Whether it's global
terrorism or pandemic
disease, dramatic climate
change or the proliferation
of weapons of mass annihi-
lation, the threats we face
at the dawn of the 2lst
century can no longer be
contained by borders and
boundaries.

Many Americans may
find it tempting to turn
inward, and cede our claim
of leadership in world
affairs.

[ insist, however, that
such an abandonment of
our leadership is a mistake
we must not make. America
cannot meet the threats of
this century alone, but the
world cannot meet them
without America. We must
neither retreat from the
world nor try to bullyitinto
submission we must lead
the world, by deed and
example.

We must lead by build-
Ing a 21st century military
to ensure the security of
our people and advance

the security of all people.
We must lead by marshal-
ling a global effort to stop
the spread of the world's
most dangerous weapons,
We must lead by building
and strengthening the
partnerships and alliances
necessary to meet our
common challenges and
defeat our common
threats.

And America must lead
by reaching out to all those
living disconnected lives of
despair in the world's for-
gotten corners because
while there will always be
those who succumb to hate
and strap bombs to their
bodies, there are millions
more who want to take
another path who want
our beaconof hope to shine
its light theirway.

America is the country
that helped liberate a con-
tinent from the march of a
madman. We are the coun-
try that told the brave peo-
ple of a divided city that we
were Berliners too. We sent
generations of young peo-
pleto serve asambassadors
for peace in countries all
over the world. And we're
the country that rushed aid
throughout Asia for the
victims of a devastating
tsunami.

Now It's our moment to
lead our generation's time
to tell another great
American story. So some-
day we can tell our children
that this was the time when
we helped forge peace in
the Middle East. That this
was the time when we
confronted climate change
and secured the weapons
that could destroy the
human race. This was the
time when we brought
opportunity to those for-
gotten corners of the world.
And this was the time when
we renewed the America
that has led generations of
weary travelers from all
over the world to find
opportunity, and liberty,
and hope on ourdoorstep.
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World’s Best
SPOT LIFTER

Heartiest Congratulations on the
independence day of
_*States of Amerlca
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All original Sprayway
products are manufactured in
the United States of America
for worldwide distribution




