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Cannes and beyond

In conversation with Ahmed Muztaba Zamal

Movie Watch |
Public Enemies: A legendary bank
e % _., <.~ | robber captured at last

“Public Enemies” is a welcome adult alternative to sum-
mer's sophomoric blockbusters. The only transforming
going on here is actors skilfully taking on roles of "30s-era
gangsters and lawmen,

Director Michael Mann ("The Insider”) mounts a techni-
cally proficient, visually enthralling crime drama anchored by
the low-key but captivating performance of Johnny Depp as
legendarybankrobber John Dillinger,

Christian Bale is one-note as Melvin Purvis, the lead FBI
agent on the case. His efforts to nab Dillinger are juxtaposed
against the fugitive's cocky bravura in outwitting teams of law
enforcement.

Dillinger seems impervious to capture, cleverly escaping
when outgunned and surrounded, dodging flurries of bullets
and brazenly taunting the authorities by hiding in plain sight

A memorable scene features an almost impish Dillinger
sitting in a crowded theatre while a newsreel projects his larger-
than-lifeimage onthe bigscreen.

Some might be put off by the high-definition photography
and handheld-camera shots, but it suits the story, which is
anchored in historical accuracy. The production design,
costumes and evocative score add to the film's sense of
authenticity.

The tale is no biopic. Mann avoids armchair psychology,
forgoing childhood flashbacks and focusing tightly on a dis-
tinct period in Dillinger's life.
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Noted Bangladeshi film
critic and activist Ahmed
Muztaba Zamal attended the
prestigious Cannes Film
Festival 2009, where he was
jury member for FIPRESCI
(The International Federa
tion of Film Critics) Award
This was Zamal's third wisit
to Cannes.

I'he film activist shared his
experiences at Cannes and
more with The Daily Star:

The Daily Star (TDS): Can
you amplify on your associa
tionwith FIPRESCI?

Zamal: My assoclation
with FIPRESCI dates back
many years. In the course ol
my involvement (since 1977)
with the Dhaka-based Rain
bow Film Society, I met H
Lechner, the
general of Goethe Institut,
Bangladesh. She provided me
with an opportunity to attend

then director

Zamal (2nd from right) with other members of the FIPRESCI jury at Cannes Film Festival 2009.

the Munich Film Festival in
1991. I was introduced to a
group of film critics, includ-
ing Derek Malcolm and Klaus
Eder (general Secretary of
FIPRESCI). In 1994, Malcolm
suggested that I set up a
branch of FIPRESCI in Ban-
gladesh and in 1998 the Inter
natipnal Film Critics Associ-
ation of Bangladesh (IFCAB

was founded here, with me as

again in 2005 and this year, |
had the opportunity to attend
the film festival.

TDS: What were the high
points of the festival?

Zamal: The most signifi-
cant aspect of the festival is
that I could exchange views
with film critics from all over
the world, This tateraction is
very irnpur[;mf for a fum
critic/activist. I watched over

so-called "third world"” coun
tries, We tried to choose films
that highlight cultural ornen-
tation as well as aesthetic
perspectives. Viewing these
films was an experience in
itself.

TDS: What are Rainbow
Film Society's current pro-
Jeats? ary & haoiroom
Zamal: The Ramhr.m Film
Society has been organising

the border as well. The 10th
Rainbow Film Festival will be
held in London from July 5
tol7.

TDS: Your personal pro-
jects?

Zamal: I have made a
documentary on Islam, titled
"Truth And Beyond." A pro-
duction of Impress Telefiims
Ltd, the fillm was screened at
the South Asian Film Festival

Shortly after the film introduces Dillinger, he falls in love
with Billie Frechette, a beautiful hat-check girl played by
French actress Marion Cotillard.

Depp and Cotillard have palpable chemistry; theirromantic

scenes are some of the movie's finest.

Depp plays the glamorous Dillinger with a subtly simmering
charm while avoiding theatricality. Mann photographs him in
tight close-ups, which heighten his appeal. But Dillinger
remains enigmatic. Billy Crudup as the histrionic FBI head J.
Edgar Hoover is perfectly pitched

Regarded as a latter-day Robin Hood, Dillinger was a folk !
hero to the masses. He often insisted he robbed banks but not

the common marn.
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the secretary general
ticipated as a member of the
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FIPRESCI jury at Cannes 1ol
the first time in 2002. Then
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30 films with other jury mem-
bers for the FIPRESCI Award.
Most of the films were by
young filmmakers from the
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seminars,

symposiums,
workshops and film screen-
regularly. It
extended its activities across

itis th:dﬂ} intended to be a slice -- the most exciting portion

in Goa recently. I have also _
' ) ) ofthe Indiana-borm bank robber s hile.

worked as the editor for a
film-based periodical called
Celluloid.

In addition to being timely in its depiction of banks as sym-
bols of villainy, Mann's story is a commentary about the inepti-
tude of law enforcement

An action film that feels like an epic, "Public Enemies" is an

aassEEEFassssE s sesEERSEREREEE sEsAEEEERERREERREdREREFTEsdEERsEREREAREERESRREITEERERFREE T "

has

Source: Internet

R e

A ol e B e R T, e T At S Gt P A g S . W T T T T Bt " T o - T T T =

I o S e Ll




