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India name
venues for
Aussie tour

AFP, New Delhi

windia's cricket board
Wednesday announced the
wwvenues for the seven-match
one-day international series
_ between India and Australia in

October-November.
’ Guwahati, Delhi, Mumbali

Mohali, Hyderabad, Nagpur

FCricket in India (BCCI).

The itinerary for the series
will be announced after the
logistics are worked out, it

'

said.

The Indian team is cur-
«rently playing a series of four
one-day internationals in the

Caribbean.

[ndia are scheduled to tour
Sri Lanka in September for a
triangular tournament, with

New Zealand as the third
leam.

The biennial Champions
Trophy, to be hosted by South
Africa and involving the top
eight teams, is also scheduled
for September.

Ctg Divisional
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bore the name for the last
seven years.

However, restoration of its
original name replacing the
name of a war hero created a
mixed reaction among the
freedom fighters and other
professionalsin the portcity.

"Zahur Ahmed had remark-
able contribution to the War of
Liberation in Chittagong and
naming the stadium after him
was logical," observed
Chittagong University Vice-
Chancellor Professor Dr Abu
Yusuf.

Dr Mahfuzur Rahman, a
freedom fighter and researcher
of Bangladesher Mukti
Sangram O Muktijuddha
Gobeshona Kendra (Research
centre for liberation move-
ment and liberation war of
Bangladesh), expressed his
strong resentment over the
renaming.

"The step may create a
conflict among the freedom
fighters or their living family
members and put a dent on
their relatonship and unity,”
heobserved.

There is no scope to deny
the great role of Zahur Ahmed
in the Liberation War. But,
some other installation or road
could be named after Zahur,”
said Mahfuzur.

Chittagong Divisional
Sports Association (CDSA)
president and Chittagong
Divisional Commissioner
MNA Siddique presided over
the ceremony where CDSA
vice-president Ali Abbas,
Chittagong District Sports
Association’'s former vice-
president AZM Nasir Uddin,
CDSA general secretary
Sirajuddin Mohammad
Alamgir and Zahur Ahmed's
son Sharfuddin Ahmed
Chowdhurywere also present.

Sultana
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They will meet Palestine in the
last group match on Friday at
10am local time.

Atotal of 19 teams are taking
part in the three-a-side FIBA
Basketball 3on3 competition.

Earlier, on Tuesday, both
the Bangladeshi athletes
Mesbah Ahmed and Shirin
Akhter were eliminated from
the heats in their respective
100-metre sprint.

Z1a, Hasan
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maximum points while GM
Reefat Bin Saftar and FM
Taibur Rahman followed them
with 2.5 points each.

In the round, Zia beat FM
Mohammad Javed, Hasan
beat GM Niaz Murshed, Reefat
drew with Taibur, Rajib beat
Aminul Islam Polash, FM Abu
Sufian Shakil drew with
. Debaraj Chatterjee, Golam
Mostafa Bhuiyan beat
Mohammad Ali and Jamal
Ahmed beat Mahtabuddin
Ahmed Robin.

Vaughan
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final Test of the 2005 series
where a draw helped the hosts
win their first Ashes campaign
in 18 years.

"He's going be a huge miss
- his contribution to English
cricket as a whole over the last
decade has been phenome-
nal,” Collingwood said of
Vaughan.

"He's a great personal
friend of mine and just a great
bloke, a team man and always
" someone you could go up and
talk to.

"He'd deal with you in a
jovial, light-hearted way and
the players went out relaxed
and enjoyed themselves.

"He's a great man and will
be sorely missed around the
team.”

and Jaipur were named as the
venues in a statement issued
by the Board of Control for

=—

LA~

S /
-5

-

‘lr:__: e

yesterday.
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Sri Lanka's Lasith Malinga bowls during a training session at the R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo
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Freddie folly upsets
Atherton

Atherton said this latest incident had placed

R — =

AFP, London

Hugh Morris, the managing director of England

cricket, in a tricky position as he batted away
questions as to whether Flintoff had been drink-

the Ashes.

trenches atYpres in Belgium.

Cardiffon July8)."

Michael Atherton said the fact England all-
rounder Andrew Flintoff was in the news for
missing the team bus during a squad weekend
away was an unwanted "distraction” ahead of

Ex-England captain Flintoff, 31, joining up
with the squad for the first ime after several
months out with a knee injury, missed the team
bus for Saturday's visit to the World War One

"Andrew Flintoff is back and the talk, once
again, is not of cricket but of discipline,
timekeeping and alcohol,” former England
captain Atherton, now cricket correspondent of
The Times, wrote of his fellow Lancastrian in
Wednesday's edition of the British daily.

“It is a distraction that nobody needs right
now, in the week before the Ashes (which start in

It was not the first time the 31-year-old Flintoff
had courted controversyfor his behaviour.

During the 2007 World Cup he was dropped
from the England side and stripped of the vice-
captaincy as punishment for an alcohol-fuelled
night which ended with him capsizing a pedalo
in the early hours of the morming in St Lucia.
Prior to that Flintoff, when captain of
England, was sent away from training by then
coach Duncan Fletcher after turning up to a
practice session the worse for wear in Australia
during a2006/07 Ashes series his side lost 5-0.

time-keeping.

ing the night before missing the bus.

"If it does emerge that Flintoff was drinking,
Morris will be made to look both foolish and
economical with the truth. Thanks, Fred."

Atherton was also unimpressed by current
England captain Andrew Strauss's comment at
Edgbaston on Tuesday that Flintoff was not
alone among the squad in having problems with

“It makes England sound not like the national
team made up of heroes but a team full of adoles-
cents who cannot manage themselves properly.”

Atherton said the whole incidentwould casta
cloud over England's Ashes warm-up match
against Warwickshire at Edgbaston which starts
laterWednesday.

He also added that Flintoff, the star of
England’'s 2005 Ashes triumph, risked putting
himself on a collision course with Andy Flower,
the head coach.

"Flower, too, will be aware that Duncan

no softtouch.”

results.”

Fletcher's authority was eroded to damaging
effect after his failure to discipline Flintoff during
the previous Ashes tour.

"Flower will not want to make that mistake -
and Flintoff should be careful because Flower is

Atherton though said this latest incident
would soon be forgotten if Flintoff, who
famously let his hair down after the 2005 series
win, helped England regain the Ashes.

"Does it matter at all? That all depends on
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four service games.

By comparison, 30-year-old
Karlovic, the 22nd seed, suf-
fered a dramatic powercut.
Having fired a huge 137 aces
in four matches to reach his
first Grand Slam quarterfinal,
he managed just three in the
first set.

Federer broke again to lead
6-5 in the second set courtesy
of a stunning backhand return
off a power-packed Karlovic
first serve followed by a deft
forehand which the Croatian
could only push wide.

The Swiss, having conceded
just four more points on his
serve, took the set in the next
game after only an hour on
court when Karlovic went long
withareturn.

Service dominated the third
setwith Karlovic upping his ace
count to 22 while Federer
leaked just another four points
off his own serve.

The world number two
dominated the tie-break,

Federer flays

stretching to a 5/2 lead before
romping into a seventh succes-
sive Wimbledon semi-final with
anothersweeping forehand.
Later Wednesday, Andy
Murray takes on Spain's former
French Open winner Juan
Carlos Ferrero as he continues
his bid to become Britain'’s first
home men's champion since
Fred Perryin 1936.
Tickets for the men's
on Centre Court
were changing hands for up to
1,750 pounds (2,874 US dollars)
on the Internet as interest in
Murray’s bid reaches feverpitch.
Ferrero, a former world
number one, is the first wild-
card to make the quarterfinals
here since Goran Ivanisevic in
2001, the year the Croatian
wenton towin the title.
Lleyton Hewitt, the 2002
champion, faces two-time run-
ner-up Andy Roddick in the other
quarterfinal with the winner
facing either Murray or Ferrero for
aplaceinSunday’sfinal.

Jeff can't
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"I've played in England many
times and it's much harder for
the bowlers, but I think we'll
win the seriesbyasingle Test."

Ponting, getting ready to
lead Australia in their final
warm-up match, (against the
England Lions at Worcester
starting on Wednesday) before
the Ashes opener, insisted he
was still as fired up as ever.

"I've not mellowed as a
competitor or a cricketer," he
said. "I am loving the game as
much as ever and [am involved
in a really youthful group of
blokes who are a joy to be
around.

"We've just come off a really
good win in South Africa. The
feeling in the group was terrific
and it has been over here these
lastcouple of weeks.

“To me, this is as exciting as
itgets, to be captain of Australia
in England in an Ashes series
with a new fresh group of play-
ers.”
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that's the wayit's gotto be.

across the net.”
Serena, the rej

training,” she said.

"I think we are definitely the frontrunners in
tennis as far as being some of the best players
out there. But if there were just two players, it
would just be a final. There's got to be 128, So

"Ilook forward to the challenge of whoever's

ing US Open and Australian
Open champion, holds a 5-4 career record over
Dementieva and insists she and her sister are
reaping the rewards for talent and work.

"I definitely put most of it down to hard work
and good training. I feel like I do have talentand
I've been really blessed to have talent, butalso |
feellike I'm not sitting down on my couch never

"I actually work pretty hard at what I do to
turn that talent into more talent.”

Top seed Safina reached her first
Wimbledon semi-final with a 6-7 (5/7), 6-4, 6-

America v Russia

1 win over unseeded German teenager Sabine

in May.

Lisicki and insisted she is not daunted by
facing Venus whom she beat on clay in Rome

"I have nothing to lose. I played her in Rome

and I beat her in Rome. | know her weapons. |

have my weap
play my best,”

ons. So I justwant to go out there,
said the Russian.

Dementieva, meanwhile has a 4-5 career
record against Serena. Their first match-up was
here in the fourth round six years ago with
Williams coasting to a straight sets win.

But fourth seed Dementieva, who has lost
just 20 games in five rounds this year, insists she
will relish the challenge of facing Serena.

"She's a great champion, and it's going to be
agood experience for me," said the 27-year-old
w%n saw off Francesca Schiavone 6-2, 6-2 to

make the last four,

"I just want to see how tough I can be out
there against her.”

Hussain hails
Vaughan

AFP, London

Former England skipper
Nasser Hussain praised
Michael Vaughan as "one of
the very best England cap-
lains” Wednesday, the day
after he announced he was
retiring from the sport,

“To win more than half
your games in charge is a
phenomenal achievement,
and while | do not like com-
paring people of different eras
it is hard to think of anyone
who could have been better,”
Hussain wrote in the Daily
Mail.

"He just ticked so many
boxes, an excellent leader of
men, a cool and calm captain
who developed into an astute
tactician.”

Vaughan -- who took over
as captain from Hussain in
2003 -- said Tuesday that he
decided to quit after failing to
win a place in England's 16-
man Ashes training squad
ahead of next week's first Test
against Australia in Cardiff,

Hussain said the timing
was just right for the man who
led England to Ashes glory in
2005.

“You never want to see a
class player and captain come
to an end, especially as
Michael has spent some time
in the wilderness, but the
timing of his retirement yes-
terday is perfect for himself
and the England team," he
wrote.

"There is no doubt that, if
he scored a hundred for
Yorkshire, we would have all
been speculating on whether
it would lead to an Ashes
recall, and people like Ravi
Bopara and Paul Collingwood
donotneed that.”

He added: "Captaining
England is the ultimate and
Vaughan did it well if not
better than anyone else who
haseverdone the job.

"He can walk away with an
enormous amountofpride.”

Gayle signs
for Aussie
T20

AFP, Sydney

AFP, Birmingham

The Daily Star

Vaughan expects

a repeat
iﬁl Cricket

and one I've alwayslooked up to.
“I'think he's a wonderful player, a great bats-

man and a good leader. He'll be desperate to put

what happened in 2005 right. I think it's

glory in 2005.

Testagainst Australiain Cardiff.

forthe first timein 18 years.

Australia.

summer.”

win in South Africa.

Johnson.

ing like a great all-rounder.

Former England captain Michael Vaughan
bowed out of cricket saying the current team
could match the efforts of the side he led to Ashes

Vaughan announced his retirement from
professional cricket here on Tuesday with imme-
diate effect after failing to win a

England's Ashes squad ahead of next week's first

England's 2-1 series at home four years ago
saw them win a Test campaign against Australia

But in 2006/07 England, without Vaughan
because of a knee injury which troubled him in
the final years of his career, were thrashed 5-0 in

~ Nevertheless, Vaughan believes England are a
different proposition in their own conditions.

'l always like us on our home shore, we
always play some decent cricket, " he said.

With seamers James Anderson, Stuart Broad
and all-rounder Andrew Flintoff set to form the
basis of their pace attack and a trio of spinners, led
by off-break specialist Graeme Swann, all vying
for a place, Vaughan reckons England will be able
to bowl Australia out twice in aTestmatch.

“Yes they (Australia) bat deep, but I do think
we've got 20 wickets in the tank and that's why |
am very optimistic we can win a Test series this

But Vaughan is not taking an
granted against an Australia side led
rival Ricky Ponting, also 34, who come into this
Ashes conteston the back of an impressive series

And he was particularly glad not to be going
up against Australia pace bowler Mitchell

"I think the Aussies will be very competitive
butlexpect the England team to be very compet-
itive as well. Itwill be averytight series.

“I didn't fancy facing Mitchell Johnson. He
looks a world-beater, a great bowler and is look-

"Ricky Ponting has always been a great man

wardto.”

going to

be a great series, one which we all can look for-

Vaughan, England's most successful Test
captain with 26 wins from 51 matches during his

five years in charge, has not played for his coun-

place in

sheer wel

try since resigning the captaincy in August dur-

ing the home series loss to South Africa.
Desperate for one last crack at Australia,

Vaughan vowed to regain his

place through

ght of runs but this season he managed
just 147 runs in seven County Championship
innings forYorkshire.

Meanwhile the emergence of Ravi Bopara,
who this year has made hundreds in three suc-
cessive Tests against the West Indies, at No 3, also
dentedVaughan's hopes of arecall.

"My runs tell you that I have not got the
thythm and form to be picked in an Ashes
squad,” Vaughan explained.

"The Ashes 16 have to be the best 16 players in
the country and | am not one of those best 16 at
this stage. I've had a great career.”

One of the hallmarks of Vaughan's captaincy
was his calmness under pressure, a trait evident
during England's thrilling two-run win over
Australia in the Edgbaston Test of 2005.

“I think I was a good actor,” he said. "Under
the utmost pressure, it's very important the
captain doesn't feel that pressure or doesn't
seem to outwardly feel the pressure,

“The team want to see a cool, calm, collected

ything for
by his old
leader.

fashion.”

toVaughan

individual who's leading the team and that's one
of the reasons | see in Andrew Strauss a great

“So far he seems to be doing it in similar

Current England captain Strauss, paid tribute

"His achievements can'tbe over-estimated.

"You see what happens on the field but
behind the scenes the way he dealt with players
on a one to one basis was exceptional and he
cared, he really cared about each and every one
ofus and about English cricket.

"He is without doubt the best captain I have

played under in any form of cricket.”

KV Y1 Cricket

AFP, Worcester

¢ .

West Indies captain Chris
Gayle has signed up for
Western Australia's
Retravision Warriors for this
year's domestic Twenty20
competition, officials said on
Wednesday, hailing a major
coup.

The left-hander, who is the
world's only international
Twenty20 centurion, will play
the 'Big Bash' competition
between the Windies' Testand
one-day series here in
Novemberand December.

"With Chris we have
secured one of the game's best
Twenty20 players," said coach
Tom Moody.

“Not only is he one of the
most exciting batsmen in the
game, he adds considerable
experience as a Twenty20
player with international and
Indian Premier League experi-
ence.”

West Indies all-rounder
Dwayne Bravo earlier signed
for the Victorian Bushrangers
team for the Big Bash.

Pace bowlers Brett Lee and
Stuart Clark are set to go head-
to-head for a place in
Australia’'s team for next
week's first Ashes Test in
Cardiff.

The New South Wales duo
have both been selected for
the team's final warm-up
match, a four-day contest
against the England Lions
which started at New Road
yesterday.

Peter Siddle has been
rested after impressing
against Sussex in the tour
opener while left-arm quick
Mitchell Johnson, the spear-
head of Australia's attack and
a sure selection for Cardiff if
fit, returns after missing the
match at Hove.

However, fellow seamer
Ben Hilfenhaus. has been
omitted while off-spinner
Nathan Hauritz, who could
only manage one wicket for
158 runs in the draw with
Sussex, has been given
another chance to press his

case.

Lee & Clark set for
1st Test 'bowl-oft’

Ponting though was doing
his best here Tuesday to insist
that all Test places were stil up
for grabs.

"There are absolutely no
certainties for the first Test
right at the moment,” Ponting
said.

"We are still a week away
from that first Test match and
alotcan happen in that period
of time in international
cricket.”

The Lions, England’s A
side, contains several pace
bowlers with Test experience
in Stephen Harmison, Sajid
Mahmood, Graham Onions
and Tim Bresnan. “It's good to
have that calibre of opposition
as our last game,” Ponting
said. "Their quicks have all
played international cricket,
so it will be good preparation
forus.”

Australia team to play the
England Lions at Worcester
(July01-04):

Simon Katich, Phillip
Hughes, Ricky Ponting (capt),
Michael Hussey, Michael
Clarke, Marcus North, Brad
Haddin (wkt), Mitchell
Johnson, Brett Lee, Nathan
Hauritz, Stuart Clark.

England's
Taylor-made
success

AFP, London

England’'s all-powerful

women's cricket tearm eased to

a 55 run win at Chelmsford on
Tuesday to go 2-0 up over
Australia in their five-match
one dayinternational series.

England’'s heroine was
Sarah Taylor - who scored 68 in
the opening match - as she
scored her third ODI century
with a run-a-ball 120 out of
England’'s total of 259-6 off
theirallotted 50 overs.

Despite the Australians
getting off to a good opening
partnership of 85 between
Shelley Nitschke and Lisa
Sthalekarm, they were unable to
maintain their momentum and
were eventually all out for 204.

Taylor, though, was the star of
the show - she also produced a
fine wicketkeeping performance
- as she put on 95 with Claire
Taylor (42) and 86 with Beth
Morgan as England reached 193-
2, before she was eventually run
out for 120, nine short of her
previous best ODI score.

Nitschke (47) and Sthalekar
(43) made good headway until
Laura Marsh (3-33) bowled
Nitschke and Nicky Shaw got
rid of Sthalekar.

The third ODI in the series
takes place at Stratford-upon-
Avonon Friday.
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: PEOPLE WHO ARE IN NEW
HAVEN HAVE QUITE IMPECCABLE MANNERS. I'T
MUST BE CONNECTICUT ETIQUETTE.
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