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Israeli defense minister, US
envoy meet in New York

AFP, New York

US envoy George Mitchell
held low-key talks here yester-
day with Israeli Delense
Minister Ehud Barak as
Washington secks to breathe
new life into the ailing Middle
East peace talks.

The meeting began around
1205 GMT at the Hotel
Intercontinental iIn
Manhattan, and kicked off
with a photo call for news
photographers.

But the two men refused to
answer any questions, except
when Barak was asked if he
was optimistic about the talks
as he was smiling.

"It means a smile doesn’t
cost too much,” Barak shot
back. "We are naturally posi-
tive, everyday.”

Ties between Israel and its
major ally the United States
have strained in recent weeks
over the US administration's

insistence that the Jewish state
must halt settlement building
in the West Bank.

On Monday the State
Department said it was not
ruling out the possibility of a
compromise with Israel on a
settlement freeze, amid
reports that Israel might be
ready to agree to stall settle-
ment construction for three
months.

"We've been working with
all the parties to try and come
up with... an environment
conducive to the resumption
of negotiations,” said State
Department spokesman lan
Kelly.

"And we look forward to
sitting down and talking about
what we can do to move this
process forward,” he added.

But he added:"I'm not
going to prejudge what hap-
pens tomorrow (Tuesday).”

The New York Times first
reported news of a possible

settlement freeze on Monday,
citing Israeli officials who
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

The newspaper said the
freeze could last three to six
months and would be pre-
sented as a proposal by Barak
during his talks Tuesday with
Mitchell.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who
accepted the idea of a
Palestinian state for the first
time during a mid-June
address, has refused to stop
settlement construction.

And accurding to the Israeli
daily Yediot ‘Aharonot, the
three-month freeze envi-
sioned by Netanyahu would
not include the thousands of
buildings already under con-
struction in many settle-
ments, nor new building in
EastJerusalem.!

Bangladesh performs
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1.10 in 2008 from minus 1.08

in 2007. As regards political
stability and absence of vio-
lence and terrorism,
Bangladesh improved to
minus 1.54 in 2008 from
minus 1.40 in 2007 and in case
of voice and accountability, its
status improved slightly -
minus 0.61 in 2008 from
minus 0.591n 2007,

In the worsening side,
regulatory quality stood at
minus 0.82 in 2008 compared
to minus 0.86 in 2007, the rule
of law at minus 0.70 in 2008
against minus 0.77 in 2007,
and government effectiveness
stood at minus 0.77 in 2008
compared to minis 0,80 iIn
2007, according to the WG

Zaid Bakht said the real
picture would emerge from
the situation in 2009 as the
caretaker government was

installed forashortperiod.
He mentioned that in 2008

the caretaker government
focused its attention to the
"'natlonal election. As a result,
it could not give much atten-
tion to administration.
Implementation of the annual
development programme
(ADP) was also the lowest
during the period.

As a result, Bangladesh's
performance in government
effectiveness showed poorly
in theWB indicator.

The BIDS research director
said earning confidence of all
parties, the caretaker govern-
ment succeeded in bringing
them in the electoral fray.

During its tenure, crime level
was low, political and other
types of agitation were rare,
resulting in better political
stability and fall in violence.

Zaid also said due to the
anti-corruption drive during
the caretaker government's
rule, businesses could not
function properly for fear
arrests on graft charges.

Contacted, WB senior
economist at its Dhaka office
Zahid Hussain said good
governance is a key priority for
the bank. "We are supporting
the government's efforts in a
number of areas such as pub-
lic financial management, and
power, health and education
sectors.”

TheWGlI is prepared as part
of a larger effort to study the
consequences of governance
for development, and its
usefulness should be looked at
in this broader context, he
said.

Resource allocation by the
WB group is based on a coun-
try's performance and need,
and not on these indicators,
Zahid noted.

The indicators reflect
information gathered from a
variety of sources, the WB
senior economist said. "They
measure a country's percen-
tile rank with respect to each
indicator, Percentile rank
indicates the percentage of
countries worldwide that rate
below the selected country.”

Explaining this, he said
Bangladesh's rank on voice
and accountability in 2008 is

30.8, meaning 30.8 percent of
countries rank below
Bangladesh on this indicator.
Comparisons over time and
across countries are not really
meaningful for many of the
indicators because of the large
margin of error. Long-term
comparisons of percentile
ranking are more meaningful
than looking at short- term
changes, he added.

"We hope this report will
contribute to a constructive
debate on improving gover-
nance across the board --voice
and accountability, political
stability, government effec-
tiveness, regulatory quality,
rule of law, and control of
corruption.” Zahid said.

The WGI covers 212 coun-
tries and territories, drawing
together hundreds of vari-
ables from 35 different data
sources to capture the views of
tens of thousand of survey
respondents worldwide, as

.well as thousands of expertsin

the private and public sectors,
and NGOs.
According to a WB press

release, launching the WGI, its
co-author and a senior fellow
at the Brookings Institution
Daniel Kaufmann said, "We
should not presume that rich
and powerful countries have
the very best levels of gover-
nance and corruption control;
the financial crisis reminds us
that the quality of governance
in G8 countries is not always

exemplary.”
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Qaeda warns
France of
revenge for
burka stance

AFP, Dubai

Al-Qaeda’s North Africa wing
threatened on Tuesday to take
revenge on France for its
opposition to the burka, call-
ing on Muslims to retaliate
against the country, the US
monitoring service SITE
Intelligence reported,
President Nicolas Sarkozy
had said earlier this month
that the burka, which covers
the whole face, was not wel-

come in the strictly secular
country.

"Yesterday was the hijab
(the Islamic headscarf long
banned in French schools)
and today, it is the niqab (the
full veil)," the leader of Al-
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
Abu Musab Abdul Wadud was
quoted assaying.

"We will take revenge for
the honour of our daughters
and sisters against France and
against its interests by every
means atour disposal.”

The group also called on
Muslims to retaliate for what it
called French “"hostility”
against the community and its
attempt to obstruct Islam's
practice onits territory.

“For us, the mujahedeen ...
we will not remain silent to
such provocations and injus-
tices," Abdul Wadud said
without elaborating, accord-
ingtoSITE.

"We call upon all Muslims
to confront this hostility with
greater hostility, and to coun-
ter France's efforts to divide
male and female believers
from their faith with a greater
effort ... (by) adherence to the
teachings of their Islamic
sharia.”

He said Muslims in France,
who are estimated at around
five million, are “increasingly
concerned about the practices
of French politicians and
leaders and their harass-
ment’.

On June 22, Sarkozy said
the burka was not a symbol of
religious faith but a sign of
women's “subservience,”
adding that the head-to-toe
veil was "not welcome” in
staunchly secularFrance.

Parking on streets
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their cars at the parking lot
of Sadharan Bima
Corporation.

"But DCCis charging less
for street parking encourag-
ing people to park their cars
on the street rather than the
multi-storey parking facility
meant to be used for park-
ing," he said, adding that
this will not help ease the
traffic jam in the area,

General manager of
Sadharan Bima
Corporation ARM
Khalequzzaman said the
parking space at the
Sadharan Bima was con-
structed as per a decision of
the BNP government during
its tenure in 2006,

“We could have earned
three times more if we had
constructed offices in place
of the parking space but we
did it for the sake of easing
the traffic gridlock in the
area. We are not getting
proper response from vehi-
cle owners due to lack of
support from the law
enforcers,” he said.

He said the recent deci-
sion of DCC has further
reduced around 20 percent
vehicles at our parking
space, which are now being
parked on the road.

"We have issued a letter
requesting DCC to change
the decision as this kind of
parking will encourage
people to park their cars on
theroad," he said.

"We earn Tk 2.25 lakh
every month which can go
up to Tk 9 lakh if the parking
space is filled to its full
capacity,” he added.

"We also sent a letter to
IGP two months back and
after that traffic police
conducted a drive there
which helped us to get
around 100 more cars,” he
continued.

Riday Hossain, an
employee of Nawal, said
they had been collecting toll
since June 15.

Joint Commissioner of
traffic Manzur Kader Khan

sald parking on the road
causes serious traffic con-
gestion in the area.

Jasim, a driver of a pri-

vate car who parked his car
on the road just in front of

the parking lot, said as his
master is not willing to keep
his car at the parking space
at Sadharan Bima he parks
itontheroad everyday.

Another driver of a pri-
vate car Shafiq who also
parks on the road from 9:30
amto 1:30 pm everyday said
he has nothing to do, as it is
the decision of his master to
park on the road,

Chief Town Planner of
DCC Md Sirajul Islam said
they suspended parking
on the street after the
inauguration of Sadharan
Bima Corporation parking
facility.

As a huge portion of the
parking lot remains empty
and cars are parked on the
street in front of the speci-
fied parking space of
Sadharan Bima they
allowed parking on the
streets, he said.

Siraj said they had
assigned a firm to bring the
vehicles under a systematic
parking and improve the
worsening traffic conges-
tioninthe area.

Parking on the street will
be stopped after the com-
pletion of two under-
construction parking lots --
City Centre and another
one at Dilkusha just beside
the Sadharan Bima Parking
facility, he said.

"We have allowed park-
ing at those places where it
will not hamper the traffic
movement,” he said.

Siraj said they had sent a
letter to DMP asking sug-
gestion of parking on the
streets before giving the
permission but they did not
getanyreply.

"We are open to any
suggestion to ease traffic

chaos in the area in future,”
he added.

@he Bfly Star

AFP, Washington

The US Supreme Court has
quietly put off deciding whether
it will take up the case of black
death row inmate Troy Davis
who for 20 years has insisted he
did not kill a white policeman, a
source close to Davis said yes-
terday.

“The US Supreme Court
called Troy's lawyer -- there will
be no decision (which also
means no execution date) until
their court reconvenes in
September,” Sara Totonchi,
head of Georgians for
Alternatives to the Death
Penalty, which supports Davis,
said in an email sent to AFP.

Davis's lawyer was not
available forcomment

The justices delayed a deci-
sion in Davis's case without
explanation on Monday, the last
day of the Supreme Court's
term before a long summer
recess.

Davis has been in jail for 18
years for the murder in 1989 of
white police officer Mark Allen
MacPhail.

Now 41, Davis has repeat-
edly said he did not kill
MacPhail, and seven out of nine
witnesses who gave evidence at
his trial in 1991 have recanted or
changed their testimony.

No murder weapon was ever
found, no DNA evidence or
fingerprints tie him to the
crime, which other witnesses
have since said was committed
by another man -- a state’s
witness who testified against
Davis.

Davis has won several 11th-
hour stays of execution since
July 2007, when he was origi-
nally sentenced to die for mur-
dering MacPhail.

One of the stays was granted
by the Supreme Court in
September last year, less than
two hours before Davis was due
tobeputtodeath.

Around two weeks later, the
high court refused to consider
the constitutionality of execut-
ing a person when there is new
evidence to show he was not
guilty of the cnme he stands

accused of, and referred Davis's

US court delays
decision on death
row inmate

case back to the lower courts.

In April, a court in Georgia
denied Davis a retrial but
granted him another stay of
execution to allow lawyers to
take his case back to the
Supreme Court.

With its racial overtones and
Davis's continued claims of
innocence, the case has trig-
gered an international outcry,
including from the European
Union, whose 27 member states
oppose any use of capital pun-
ishment, Nobel Peace Prize
winner Desmond Tutu of South
Africa, and Pope Benedict XV1.

Scientists bid
adieu to plucky

‘solar probe

AFP, Washington

US and European sclentists
were yesterday bidding fare-
well to the tenacious solar
probe Ulysses which has been
recording data around the sun
for more than 18 years, four
times longer than planned.

"Ulysses has taught us
more than we ever expected
about the sun and the way it
interacts with the space sur-
rounding it," said Richard
Marsden, Ulysses project
manager with the European
Space Agency (ESA).

ESA and the US space
agency were planning to send
their final radio communica-
tion to the lonely Ulysses at
1535 GMT, and then pull the
plug on the probe as it floats
further and further away from
Earth.

Since its launch into space
in October 1990, Ulysses,
named after the king of Ithaca
in Greek mythology, has
scanned the far reaches of the
sun on a journey which has
taken it some nine billion
kilometers (5.5 billion miles).

One of its discoveries was
that the magnetic fields of the
sun spread their influence
across the whole solar system,
something that had previously
notbeen known.

She finally
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a knockoutstench of burning

kerosene around me. [ real-
ised my body was on fire,"
Momtaj said.

Her husband's family had
poured kerosene on her and
setheron fire.

Shamsul and his family
stood by and watched as
Momtaj screamed for mercy.
Neighbours rushed to her
help. They doused the fire and
tried homemade remedies to
sooth her burns.

Her parents, who live in
another upazila, were
informed and they rushed her
to the nearby Jessore Sadar
Hospital where she under-
went preliminary treatment.
She had suffered severe burns
to 37 percent of her body. She
was later shifted to the DMCH
Burn Unit on June 18, when
her condition deteriorated.

This week Momtaj is no
longer around to complain
about the brutality that was
her life.

Momtaj's mother, Shahnaz,
told The Daily Star that after
Momtaj underwent a bypass
surgery last year, doctors told her
not to carry out any work that
involved lifting of heavy objects.
She has also been weak since the
operation. She was thus not able
to work around the house as
much as she used to before.

Shamsul then demanded Tk
one lakh from her father, which
he described as 'compcensa-
tion' forMomtaj's illness.

Her father Rabiul Islam, a
farmer, had already paid Tk 1.5
lakh as a major portion of her
bypass operation expenses.
Despite that, Shamsul regu-
larly beat up ailing Momtaj
because her father had not yet
paid the money.

“We are poor but we stll
gave Momtaj's husband furni-
ture, gold jewellery and three
oxen as dowry for the wed-
ding,” Shahnaz said.

She said her daughter
returned home several times
with severe injuries from her
husband's beatings.

“But what could we do? We
are too poor to look after her
and her two children. So each
time, we had to send her back
to that monster,” Shahnaz said
as she broke down in tears.

Momtaj's brother Shimul
Hossain has filed a case

ainst Shamsul Biswas, his
older brother Nurul Biswas,
sister Anowara begum and his
brother-in-law Abdul Hamid.

Not unusually, Shamsul
has been absconding along
with his family members since
the incident.

No one has been arrested
so far, officer-in-charge Abdul
Kader of Kotwali Thana,
Jessore, said yesterday.
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I |Ministry/Division: Ministry of Science and Information & Communication Technology
2 |Agency: Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC)
'3 |Procuring Entity Name: Implementation of Computer Training Programme in 128 Educational Insttutions in 64 Distnicss
4 |Procuring Entity Code: Not used at present

5__|Procuring Entity District: Dhaka

6 |Invitation For: | Goods e

7 |Invitation Ref No.: | RB/58 (WT-00/T%/2000-30/ 100

8 |Date: 30-June-2009

KEY INFORMATION -~ . . _ r;ﬁfﬁiﬁw‘. :

9 Procurunent Hethod

FUNDINGINFORMATION - .~ . ,_-*i_ =3 o,

10 |Budget and Source of Funds: Develupment E!-udget ( GUB]

11 Dmlnpmant Partnur- N;A

1Projectf Programmu Coda -

2605 ?OUU

{12
13 _|Project/Programme Name: | Implementation of Computer Training Programme in 128 Educational Institutions in 64 Districts
14 |Tender Package No.: im of Fy 2009-10
s Inn A Packacd Nasibd 'Supply of Personal Computer, Accessones, Software, Printer, UPS, Voltage Stabilizer, Multimedia Projector,
§ Fumnure Air cooler & Fan
16 |Tender Publication Date: 30-June-2009
17 |Tender Last Selling Date: | 29-)uly-2009
lia ‘Tender Closing Date and 30-)uly-2009 at 3:00 PM
| ! Time:
| !9 |Tender Opening Date and | 30-July-2009 at 3:15PM
. ‘Time:
20 ;H:mnlnddruul of the sgmngrgnd.rm = =R o
| Offices : CTP128EI Project Office, 3" Flmr acc Bhaban E 14;3 Agargaun Shere Bangla Nagar Dhaka-uﬂ?
: Receiving Tender Document: = e
CTP128EI Project Office, - Flour BCC Bhuban E-14ﬁ<. Aq:.'lrgaun Shere Bangia Hagar D*aka-l!ﬁ?
Opening Tender Document: : 3 "
| Conference Room, 3" Floor, BCC Bhaban E- 141)( Agargann Shere Bangla Hagar,[}haka -1207
21 |Place/Date/Time of N/A
Pre-Tender Meeting
(Optional): A
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER =~ RS, 3 S s N T Nt i gt BT, s St S o L |
22 |Eligibility of Tenderer: Renowned Manufacturerfﬂlsmt}utorﬂtgent
23 |Brief Description of Goods |Supply of 512 nos. Personal Computer, 32 sets Accessories & 32 Units Snftware of Renowned Latest
or Works: version Anti-virus with OLP License (Academic Edition), 64 nos. Printer, 256 nos. UPS 1000VA, 64 nos.
Voltage Stabilizer 1000VA, 32 nos. Muitimedia Projector, Furniture for 32 LABs, 32 nos. Air Cooler & 128
nos. Fan 1
24 Brief Description of Related N/A J
Services:
25 |Price of Tender Document: | Tk, 1000.00 (One Thousand in cash Nun-Rehmdabte
26 Lot No. |Identification 8 e AR SR oeat MMWM)
Personal Computer (512 Sets) District Level
H 24 port Switch (32 nos) with complete Installation District Level
.r
i i UTP Cable Cat-5, RJ 45 Connector, 3 pin Flat outiet Power District Level 6,00,000.00 12 weeks
Extension Board with complete installation (32 Sets.)
Anti-virus (32 Units) | District Level |
2 o 1
2 Laser Printer (64 Nos.) Distnct Level 36,000.00 12 weeks
- . P
UPS 1000VA (256 Nos.) District Level
3 . = 48,000.00 10 weeks
Voltage Stabilizer 1000VA (64 Nos.) District Level
4 |Multimedia Projector (32 nos) District Level 96,000.00 12 weeks
Furniture for 32 LABs District Level 96,000.00 10 weeks
6 Air Cooler (32 Nos.) & Fan (128 Nos.) District Level 96,000.00 12 weeks
27 _|Name of Official Inviting Tender: Md. Sarwar Mostafa Chowdhury
28 |Designation of Official Inviting Tender: | Project Director, CTP128El
29 |Address of Official Inviting Tender BCC Bhaban, E-14/X, Agargaon, Shefe Banglu Nagar, Ohaka-1207 _ X
30 |Contact Details of Official Inviting Tender |Phone: 8144792, Fax: 9124626 A
31 |The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any/all tender(s) withaut assigning any reason mm ,




