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My uncle Ustad Ali Akbar
Khan, the unparalleled sarod
maestro, died recently. His
father Ustad Alauddin Khan
and my grandfather Ustad
Avet Ali Khan were brothers.

" The news came as a shock,
though he had crossed the
ripe old age of 87. On June 19,
Doordarshan formally con-
veyed the news of his sad
demise.

What a glorious musical
career he had enjoyed! It was
a saga of arduous rewaz,
going up to as much as 18
hours aday. B

Born in the village of
Shibpur in Brahmanbaria,
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Bangladesh, Ustad Ali Akbar
Khan grew up in Maihar,
Madhya Pradesh, where his
father was the court musi-
cian to the Maharaja. An
early entrant to the world of
music, he began vocal train-
ing at the tender age of three.
He then went on to practice
diverse musical instruments
under the tutelage of his
father, who was adept at 200
instruments. However when
the young boy Teached the
his father
decided that he should spe-

age oOf nine,
cialisein the sarod. In 1933, al
theage of11, he began to play
a sarod especially designed

Ustad Ali Akbar Khan

Ayet Ali Khan.

He made his first solo
public appearance at the age
of 13 in Allahabad. Beginning
with performances at various
music conferences in the
'40s, he joined All India
Radio, Lucknow, as a music
director. Then he was sent to
Jodhpur as a substitute for his
father who had been invited
to become the court musi-
ciin for the -Maharafa: of
fndh_;}ur. He remained there
for six years, playing music
up to eight hours a day. Upon
the death of the Maharaja, Ali
Akbar moved to Bombay

(now Mumbai), the movie

for him by his uncle Ustad

capital of India, where, to his
father's distress, he began to
compose film music. When
his father Ustad Alauddin
Khan heard that Ali Akbar
was working on film music,
he angrily sent a telegram
saying: “From today you are
no longer my son.” However,
when Ustad Alauddin Khan
himself went to see the movie
“Khudhito Pashan,” he ques-
tioned ‘a close! friend "Who
composed this music? Thisis
great!” He was told that the
music had been composed
by his son. On hearing this,
he wrote a letter to Ali Akbar
saying: “You can go ahead

The album,

Ustad Ali Akbar Khan: A sarod
maestro departs

and compose film music. I
withdraw mylast telegram.”
In 1954, Ustad Ali Akbar
Khan encountered the nota-
ble Yehudi Menuhin, one of
the 20th century's greatest
western musicians. Menuhin
sought to introduce the
young talent to the western
audiences. So Ali Akbar flew
to the west in 1955, first to
England and then USA. He
had the hopnour 1o be the first
[ndian musician to play on
western television. In 1955 in
New York he recorded the
first ever long play record of
North Indian classical music.
incorporating

Display of books
Tithe: 115th birth
anniversary of lsaac
Babel

Organiser: Russian
Centre of Science And
Culture, Dhaka

Venue: RCSC, H42
(510), R-7, Dhanmondi
Date; July 1-July 14

Raaga Sindhu Bhairavi and
Raaga Pilu Barowa, was
introduced by Yehudi
Menuhin announcing the
scale, counting the 16 beats
of teen taal and demonstrat-
ing the drone.

Ustad Ali Akbar Khan had
many credits to his name,
having bagged the President
of India Award twice over,
and as a recipient of the
Padma Bhushan and Padma
Vibhushan. In the United
States, he was invited to play
at the inaugural ceremonies
of President Kennedy and, in
1991, he received the
MacArthur Foundation
Genius Fellowship in recog-
nition of his work in trans-
mitting and enhancing the
musical tradition of North
India. In 1993 he received the
Bill Graham Lifetime
Achievement Award. From
1970 to 1998 he was nomi-
nated for the Grammy Award
five times. But due to some
technical hitches he declined
the nomination. In 1994 the
Ali Akbar Foundation was set
up to archive and preserve
the music of the Seni Baba
Alauddin Gharana so that
future generations, could
accessand researchit.

Let us all pray for his eter-
nal peace.

----------------------------------------------------

The writer is a sitar player and an

Abu Sayeed’s next venture
Apekkha to zoom in on terrorism

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, NEW DELHI
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Every time director Abu Sayeed has under-
taken a feature film project, the subject has
been thought provoking. Be it "Nirontor,”
“Shankhonad,” "Banshi” or "Rupantor.”

But when he makes his fifth film next year,
he might face a different kind of challenge as
the subject is going to be terrorism.

After a three-year hiatus since "Rupantor”
(2007), the internationally-acclaimed direc-
tor returns to feature filmmaking next year
with the work tentatively titled "Apekkha”,

Sayeed told The Daily Star that the script
for the proposed film has been written by him
and revolves round the story of two youths in
contrasting circumstances -- one a terrorist
and another who is killed by terrorists -- and
their families.

The common thread running through the
two families is the absence of the youths from
daily life -- a father pining away for his terror-
ist son who is lost to the family while a grand-
mother mourning the death of his grandson
killed by an actof terrorism, Sayeed said.

film

“Banshi” (Flute).

Referring to the title of the film, Sayeed
says both the father of the terrorist and the
grandmother of the terror victim are waiting
for their dear ones to return; both have been
lost to terrorism.

Sayeed feels terrorism being a global issue,
his next film is set to appeal to a much wider
audience than his previous film “Rupantor”
(Transformation), which was adjudged the
best international entry at the International
Film Festival on Tribal Art and Culture in
Bhopal recently.

The accolade for his earlier feature film
“Nirontor,” which won three awards at differ-
ent international festivals in India four years
ago, inspired him to make the next feature
The success of
“Rupantor” in the Bhopal festival has inspired
Sayeed to return to feature film once his pres-
ent assignment of makingaTV serial is over.

"Award does give you inspiration and it also
helps inyourarea of activity,” says Sayeed.

The director is yet to finalise the cast of
"Apekkha" but would like to start work on it
once he completesthe TV senal "Pashapashi.”
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National University recently organised an inter college cultural competition at Government
Bangla College in Mirpur. The competition was on Nazrul and Rabindra Sangeet, folk and modern
songs, as well as dance, recitation and debate. Participating colleges were Government Ananda
Mohan College, Mymensingh; Rajendra College, Faridpur; Shahadat College, Tangail; Gurudayal
College, Kishoreganj; Eden College, Dhaka; Government Bangla College, Dhaka; Dhaka College

academic
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and Government Titumir College, Dhaka. Picture shows judges, teachers and others.
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04:30  AFC Champions League
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