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Participating in the discus-

sion in the last few days of
the running parliamentary
session, many lawmakers
have demanded increasing
budgetary allocation for
including more educational
institutions under monthly
paymentorder (MPO).

They suggested allocating
at least Tk 600 crore in the
budget for the purpose
instead of the proposed Tk
112 crore.

Syeda Sajeda blasted the
caretaker government led by
Fakhruddin Ahmed for
remaining in power violating
the constitution and carry-
ing out many "cuntruﬁe_rsml
and "repressive” acuviues.

“The last caretaker gov-
ernment's unconstitutional
activities destroyed the spirit
of the very caretaker govern-
ment system. They remained
in power for about two years,
violating the constitution,
Their rule has destroyed the
country's economy and
increased sufferings of com-
moners as prices of essen-
tials went beyond their
reach,” the deputy leader of
the House said.

"If the Election
Commission is strength-
ened, there is no need for the
caretaker government Sys-
tem. So, 1 urge all members of
parliament to scrap the
system and strengthen the
Election Commission,” she
said, adding that the
December 29 parliamentary
election proved that a strong
EC can hold a free and fair
general election.

She lauded various pro-
posals made in the budget.

Jatiya Party chief HM
Ershad said the caretaker

government system 1s a
“taint in politics”. "We want
to get free from the caretaker
government system. We
ourselves have tainted us by
introducing the system. We
wantanendtoit,” hesaid.

The former military ruler,
however, advocated for the
last caretaker government,
saying the existence of the
country would have been
threatened if January 11,
2007 had not occurred.

"Besides, we would not
have been able to assume
power if the parliamentary
election had been stage-
managed under a caretaker

government,” Ershad said,
hinting at the government
led by lajuddin Ahmed.

"So, if the caretaker gov-
ernment that assumed office
after 1/11 made any mistake,
they should be pardoned,”
hesaid.

On the construction of
Tipaimukh dam by India,
Ershad urged the prime
minister to wisit India to
meet her counterpart to
resolve the issue.

He opposed and Sug-
gested scrapping a budget-
ary proposal for imposing
duty on import of newsprint,
saying it would hamper the
country's newspaper indus-
try.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
chief Hasanul Haque Inu
proposed increasing funds
for defence purchase and
salaries and allowances of
the police force.

Lauding the proposed
budget, ruling alliance law-
makers strongly criticised
the main opposition BNP for
skipping the budgetsession.

Participating in the dis-
cussion, AL lawmaker Tofail
Ahmed proposed not giving
the money-whitening
chance to those who earlier
took the opportunity. He also
proposed taking actions
against those who would not
invest after whitening undis-
closed money.

On Tipaimukh dam, the
AL Presidium member said
the government will not
compromise the country's
interest and hoped that the
prime minister will be able to
reach a respectful end to the
Issue.

Tofail urged the main
opposition lawmakers to
join parliamentand speakon
the issue.

Another AL Presidium
member, Amir Hossain Amu,
said the power situation has
not improved following
introduction of the daylight
saving time system--it has
rather worsened further. He
urged the energy ministry to
take necessary steps (o
improve the situation before
Ramadan.

Blasting the main opposi-
tion BNP, he said Bangladesh
has iturned Jnto ap 1gport-
dependent country for
"wrong polices”™ of the BNP
when it was in power.

Dhaka, London
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strengthening the coast guards
to protect maritime boundary;,
border management and train-
ing of our law enforcers,” Hasan
Mahmud told reporters after
themeeting.

He said activities of joint
working group began at its first
high-level meeting.

“Terrorists have no bound-
ary and they have connection
among themselves, they assist
each other. Ifwe wantto combat
them, we must have a network
and cooperation among our-
selves. That's why, the UK-
Bangladesh jointworking group
was formed,” hesaid.

The state minister said they
asked UK side to form a cell
under JWG for our border man-
agement. “They (UK) have
responded positively in this
regard,” headded.

"We have sought assistance
to enhance the capacity of our
coast guards to protect our sea
boundary, border management
and in detection of explosive at
the airports,” he said, adding
that the UK assured him of

gIving necessary equipment.
Mahmud said they also

discussed how the two coun-
tries can cooperate in Crisis
management or when there is a
securitythreat.

Lord West, who came here
Saturday on a three-day visit
said, "Both of our nations sadly
have been victims of terrorism
and I think it is very important

* thatwework togetherin the face

of that, counter-terrorism.”

' We are in discussion with
many countries of the world.
Because, terrorism is a global
threat,” said West, terming
terrorism an international
phenomenon which he said
should be resolved bilaterally
and internationally.

The UK minister said terror-
ists in Bangladesh and UK could
have linked sometimes using
information and communica-
tion technologies.

Asked about specific assis-

tance for Bangladesh under the
JWG, he said they are in a dia-
logue with the government and
more dialogues would take
placein future,
- Askedif Bangladesh is under
international security threat,
Lord West said all countries are
under threats.

The first meeting of JIWG is a
follow up of the proposal made
by UK Home Secretary Jackie
Smith during her trip to

BangladeshinAprillastyear,

Talkingto The Daily Star after
the meeting, Home Secretary
Abdus Sobhan Sikder said the
two sides discussed the areas of
cooperation. - “We also dis-
cussed from where security
threats could come,” he said.

He said both sides placed
their recommendation in this
regard and finalised the areas of
cooperation. He also said
Bangladesh look forward to
form such group with US,
Australiaand Russia.

Foreign ministry officials
said both UK and US have
proposed Bangladesh and
other countries in this region to
form JWG to counter terrorism.
“Like some other countries, we
have also responded to their
proposal,” said a foreign minis-
try official.

Secretary to the PMO,
defence secretary, chairman
of Civil Aviation Authority,
director generals of NSI, BDR,
Rab, DGFI and Coast Guard,
acting IGP, répresentative of
Armed Forces Division, joint
secretary (political), home
ministry, and director general
(Europe) of the foreign minis-
try, among others, were pres-
ent at the meeting from the
hostside.

British High Commissioner
Stephen Evans, Head of
Counter Terrorism Department
Robert Chatterson Dickson
Sian Price, Head of
International Security Section
Mark Clayton, Office of Security
and Counterterrorism Paul
Waters and Alaric Bonthron of
Metropolitan Police Service, Jon
Chorrley from Cabinet Office,
Philip Spicer from Defense
Advisor and James Hopkins
from the ministry of defence
accompanied Lord West in the
meetng.

Fugitive BDR
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India through Hilly border, a
Rab official said wishing ano-
nyrmity.

The elite force yesterday
handed over Noor to police.
He was later sent to district
central jail after he was pro-
duced before a Rangpurcourt.

The authorities on May 19
released to the media a list
containing the names and
photographs of 25 BDR jawans
including Noor Hossain as
fugitves, out of over 7,000
earlier said to have fled the
headquarters after the mutiny
that killed 74 people, includ-
ing 57 army officers.

Tourism
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Sources say most of the plots
were allotted to BNP leaders,
activists and their relatives since
2002. As a result, the zone
earned its unofficial name as
the "BNP Pally".

"Many leaseholders are
using the plots for housing and
other businesses in violation of
the conditions. The violators'
lease of land should be
cancelled,” commented
Aviation and Tourism Minister
GM Quader.

The ministry officials say
many of the leaseholders are
now applying for transferring
ownership of theland.

The government on August
20, 2002 issued a rule saying
ownership of the plots cannot
be transferred or used for other
purposes. But a contradictory
rule issued on December 12 the
same year allows transfer of
ownership subject to prior
approval by the government.

Land Minister Rezaul Kanim
Hira said the government now
wants to go back to the previous
rule, which says ownership
cannot be transferred.

Hira said the inter-
ministerial meeting also
decided to place a proposal to
form Cox's Bazar Development
Authority to promote tourism.

GM Quader said there are
many expatriate Bangladeshis
and also foreigners who wantto
investin Cox's Bazar.

"We are making a master
plan for the tourism sector. S0
no land in that area should be
allotted to others without the
tourism ministry's concern,” he
added.

Pay scale

FROM PAGE 16
Pay Commission suggested
makingit 1:11.25.

However, the cabinet com-
mittee mayrecommenda 1:8.75
ratio.

As per the Pay Commission
recommendations, officials
under taxable income will pay
the taxthemselves.

The Pay Commission had
suggested increasing salaries of
grades [-X by 82-95 percent and
those of lower grades XI-XX by
66-70 percent.

Reviewing the proposals, the
cabinet committee suggested
increasing the lower grade
salaries by nearly 100 percent.

On the other hand, the Pay
Commission had suggested Tk
45,000 as the fixed highest
salary, bul'the cabinet commuit-
tee recommended fixing itat Tk
42,000. The government will
pay the tax in that case, the
sourcessaid.

They said most lower grade
staffs do not have any other
source of income, but skyrock-
eting of prices of essentials in
thelast few years has made their
living difficult. So, their salaries
willbeincreased.

The Pay Commission also
recommended raising the age
limit for retirement of govern-
ment staff to 60 years, but the
cabinet committee is in favour
of continuing the present age
limitof57 years.

For the next fiscal year, Tk
3,146 crore has been allotted for
implementation of the new pay
scale and the finance minister
in his budget speech said the
new pay scale would be imple-
mentedin phases from July 1.

Ministry sources said the
government may implement
the enhanced basic salary from
July 1, but government employ-
ees may have to wait untl
September-October to get the
mcreased basicinhand.

Forest bosses
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vehicles and commodities that
harm environment:

Expressing concern at the
use of polythene bags again,
the committee asked the envi-
ronment ministry to amend
the existing law to prevent the
use of polythene, which is a
major cause of environmental
pollunon.

Momin Talukder men-
tioned that even the state
minister for forest was embar-
rassed as grocers gave him a
polythene bag while he was
shopping. “The state minister
felt embarrassed, and he
shared his feelings with the
committee members,” said
Momin, who is a BNP law-
maker.

One of the members, AKM
Maidul Islam, informed the
committee that birds and
animals are dying due to envi-
ronmental pollution caused by
brickfields in his constituency
Kurigram-3.

“Hence, we asked the minis-
try concerned to enquire into
the matter and ensure that no
brickfield can operate within
three km from city limits across
the country,” Momin said.

The parliamentary body
rejected a forest department
probe report on stealing of
wood worth Tk40 crore at
Laoachhara forest in Sylher,
termingitincomplete,

“It seems woods were sto-
len, but the probe report said
the issue was not so serious. So,
we rejected the report and
asked them to come up with a
completereport,” Momin said.

Turkish PM defends
bill curbing power
of military courts

AFP, Ankaru

Turkey's prime minister said
yesterday a newly passed bill
curbing military courts
power sought to bring coup
plotters to justice as contro-
versy brewed over an alleged
scheme to topple his govern-
ment.

Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan was
responding to opposition
charges that the legislation
was a disguised bid to influ-
ence controversial probes
into alleged plots to discredit
and topple his Islamist-
rooted government.

Members of Turkey's
military, which has unseated
four governments since
1960, have been accused of
being involved in the plots.

The military has been a
strict guardian of the coun-
try's secular tradition, and
critics have accused
Erdogan's Justice and
Development Party (AKP),
the offshoot of a now-banned
[slamist movement, of seek-
ing toundermine secularism.

"The bill targets (military)
coups and coup plotters. It
aims to put those people, if
there are any, on trial without
obstructions,” Erdogan said
in a televised speech at a
party meeting in Kocaeli,
northwestern Turkey.

"Turkey is raising the
standards ofits democracy.”

The amendments were
passed hastily before dawn
Friday after a last-minute
proposal by the AKPE, which
dominates parliament, with-
outany prior public debate.

The AKP said the bill
aimed to meet long-standing
European Union demands to
limit the powers of Turkey's
influential army, which has
often clashed with the AKP.

The bill paves the way for

civilian courts to try military
personnel in peace time for
attempts to topple the gov-
ernment and offences
related to national security
and organised crime.

It also transfers to civilian
courts the power to try civil-
ians in peace time for
offences outlined in the
military penal code.

The amendments coin-
cided with a simmering row
in Ankara over a purported
army plan to discredit the
AKP, leaked to the media
earlier this month.

The army rejected the
document as a forgery and
chief of general staff Ilker
Basbug said it was part of a
"growing and organised”
smear campaign.

Several retired generals
are already among dozens of
suspects currently on trial as
part of a controversial probe
into an alleged plot to plunge
Turkey into political chaos
and prompt a military coup
against the AKP.

Some suspects have said
they never owned the docu-
ments implicating them in the
purported plot, accusing the
government-controlled police
of fabricating evidence.

The Turkish army has kept
a low profile in the past two
years and Basbug has often
emphasised respect for
democracy.

The military's last major
intervention in politics was
in 2007 when it said it stood
ready to defend the secular
system when Abdullah Gul, a
former Islamist, put forward
his candidacy for president.

Despite the warning,
parliament elected Gul
president, and the AKP won a
second term in office in
general elections the same
year.

Ashulia erupts
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by barricading the highway

{ with blazingtyres.

As vehicular movement
ground to a halt and snarl-ups
grew longer, police resorted to
baton-charge to disperse the
protesters.

The workers retaliated by
throwing stones. Soon chase
and counter-chase ensued.
Police started firing rubber
bullets and teargas shells at
around 11:00am.

At one stage, death of a
worker stoked anger among
the demonstrators and sent
them on the rampage.

With things threatening to
spin out of control, additional
forces from Dhaka and
Manikganj reached the scene
at around noon. The situation
came under control at
2:00pm.

Tension was still running
high as a huge contingent of
police was patrolling the area
to avert furtherviolence.

A little after midnight, OC
Monwar Hossain told. The
Daily Star that two cases had
been filed with the Ashulia
Police Station for the day's
incidents.

One was filed for assault on
police and the other for the
killing of a worker. Over 1,200
unnamed people stand
accused in the assault case
and 300 in the murder case.

Earlier, two cases were filed
In connection with Saturday's
violence and a worker's death
in Ansar firing.

In one case, Ashulia police
accused three Ansars--
Rahmat Ali, Sihab Mollah and
Shahjahan--of shooting dead
Al-Amin of sweater factory S
SuhiIndustrial Park Ltd.

Sub-inspector Sekander Ali
said the three have been con-
fined to the headquarters.

Meanwhile, some 50 gar-
ment workers attacked a
factory and damaged around

Microbus
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ofinvestigation,

Meanwhile, the two sus-
pects who were picked up by
the law enforcement agency
from the crime scene on
Saturday for preliminary
interrogation, were taken on a
three-day police remand for
quizzing.

Sub-Inspector Munsi
Shahidul Islam of Tejgaon
Police Station, also the investi-
gation officer of the case, said
Shohagh and Pradeep, who
were detained from the spot,
already provided important
information after the prelimi-
nary interrogation.

However, businessmen
and traders of Karwan Bazar
alleged that police did not
allow them to bring out a
procession in protest at the
killings yesterday.

15 vehicles on Dhaka-

Army officer

killed during
exercise

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

An army officer was killed
while three others sustained
injures when a recoilless rifle
shell exploded during a train-
ing session at Jalalabad
Cantonment beside Sylhet-
Tamabil highway yesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Lt Mainul, 23, of the
17th East Bengal Regiment
while the injured were Lt
Touhid, Lt Julfikar and
Sergeant Moniruzzaman,
instructor of School of
Infantry and Practice Field.

The sources said the explo-
sion occurred when a 24 kg
shell exploded while being
launched from arecoilless rifle
ataround 1:00pm.

Lt Mainul died on the spot
while three others were
injured in the explosion.

The injured officers were
flown by a helicopter to the
Combined Military Hospital
in the capital at around
2:00pm, sources said.,

Fatwa leads
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village arbitration while
Wahed and Jalil executed the
whippings, locals said.

Piara Begum filed a case
with the Debidwar Police
Station under the women and
children repression preven-
tion act accusing eight per-
sons including the arrested six

and 10 to 12 unidentified
people.
ABM Atigqur Rahman

Bashar from Devidwar
reports: At the arbitration
Piara was whipped 202 tumes
and Mamun 101 times. They
were also fined with Tk 30,000
each.

Piara, mother of five chil-
dren, fell unconscious soon
after the lashings and was
taken to the Upazila Health
Complex. The on-duty doctor
ANM Bashir Ahmed said her
condition was critical and she
needed better treatment.

Deputy Commissioner of
Comilla Manjurur Rahman

Mymensingh road at Board | and Superintendent of Police

Bazaryesterdayafternoon.-

The workers ram riot on
rumours that a fellow worker
injured while crossing the
road had died.

Witnesses said the workers
of Southern Garments staged
the demonstrations.

BGMEA REACTION
The BGMEA president said the
way factories are damaged
over trifling matters 1is
extremely worrying.

"I request the workers and
their leaders to understand
that the present global situa-
tion doesn't bode well for our
exportsector.”

He said there is no denying
that workers have the right to
protest unlawful practices by
the factory authorities, while
for owners it is reasonable to
sack employees on just
grounds.

BNP asks govt
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power with India, he told
journalists at his
Segunbagicha office.

He, however, indicated that
his party might consider
sending a separate team to
Tipaimukh only if the experts
recommended by them are
notincludedin the delegation.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni recently said the govern-
ment had received informa-
tion on the project from the
Indian government.

Earlier, BNP placed a pro-
posal before the government
for including five experts in
the parliamentary delegation
as a condition for announcing
the names of its representa-
tives for the all-party parlia-
mentary team that will visit
the site in India.

Rejecting the proposal,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
recently suggested that the
main opposition party should
send their own team to the site
and submit its report to the
government,

The BNP leader also urged
the government to investigate
whether poison was mixed
with the food served to Hasina
duringherstayin jail.

Hesuspected that the same
thing might have been done to
Khaleda Zia in the sub-jail as
the then caretaker govern-
ment wanted to implement
the ‘'minus two theory'.

Mosharraf said he did not
have any specific information
on the matter but he believes
that the allegations brought by
deputy leader in parliament
Sajeda Chowdhury was based
onfacts.

Sajeda, on Saturday,
alleged that Hasina was given
‘poison-mixed food' during
herstayinprison,

fiqul Islammesseited -the
place

Meanwhile, the six
arrestees were produced
before the Comilla court.

Dudmiah, acknowledging
the fact, said, "I executed the
fatwa issued by local religious
leaders; I was given the task as
asenior villager.”

Officer-in-Charge of
Debidwar Police Station Md
Jahedul Islam said they had
already arrested six people
and are trying to arrest the rest
involved in the incident.

The High Court in 2001
declared fatwaillegal.

HC asks

FROM PAGE 16
primary school.

The HC bench of Justice
Syed Mahmud Hossain and
Justice Quamrul Islam
Siddiqui issued the rule upon
a writ petition filed by advo-
cate Salahuddin Dolon, a
lawyer of the Supreme Court.

The bench asked the edu-
cation ministry to reply to the
rule within four weeks and
saitd the matter will come up
before the bench for further
order after four weeks.

A report published In
Bangla daily Samakal on June
26 says upazila education
officer of the district Anif
Ahmed made an objection-
able remark against Sultana
Arjuman Huq, headmistress of
Atmaram Bishweshwar
Government Primary School.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam yesterday
placed the newspaper's report
and drew attention of the HC
bench for the action against
Arif.

Later, advocate Dolon filed
a writ petition with the HC
seeking action against the
officer,

Dolon last night told The
Daily Star that Sutana has
been awarded as the best
teacher of the district for four
times.

After hearing the remark,
she became sick as she could
notacceptthe insultata meet-
ing held on Thursday. She is
now undergoing treatment in
ahospital, he said.

The report says the educa-
tion officer at the meeting had
asked the female teachers to

come up to school wearing

scarves. He made the remark
against the headmistress after
around 50 female teachers
present at the meeting
instantly protested the
instruction. They later boy-
cotted the meeting protesting
the objectionable comments.

The HC bench has issued a
setofdirectives and guidelines
recently to stop harassment of
women at any place in the
country.

Pakistan offers
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Pakistan's border with

Afghanistan, as the government
prepares for an apparent offen-
sive there aimed at eliminating
pakistani Taliban leader
Baitullah Mehsud.

The military kept up its
campaign in the region on
Sunday, Jet fighters struck the
village of Kani Guram overnight,
leaving eight militants dead,
while helicopter gunships hit
positions in Shah Alam and
Raghhzai, killing three more
fighters, the intelligence offi-
cialstold The Associated Press.

Fayyaz Tooro, home secre-
tary of the North West Frontier
Province, confirmed to AFP that
the government had placed the
adverts, and said it was the first
time that Pakistan had slapped
a figure on al-Qaeda-linked
Mehsud.

"This list has been issued by
the interior ministry and has
been published for the first time
in close cooperation with secu-
rity agencies, which provided
invaluable information to the
government,” Tooro said.

He said copies of the list had
been sent to all security agen-
cies and police stations in the
province, as well as tribal and
local officials. There are tele-
phone numbers on the advert
formembersofthe pubictocall.

Mehsud already has a five-
million-dollar bounty on his
head offered by the United
States, with the US State
Department branding the
warlord "akey al-Qaeda facilita-
tor in the tribal areas of South
Waziristan."

Pakistan blames Mehsud for
a wave of deadly arttacks which
has killed hundreds here in two
years of insurgency, and has
vowed to unseat him from his
fiefdom in the peaks of north-
west SouthWazinstan.

All but two of the 10 other
wanted men hail from the tribal
belt, with bounties of between
10 to 15 million rupees each for
his close aides Maulvi Faqir
Mohammad and Qan Hussain
and Taliban spokesman
Hakimullah Mehsud.

Analysts and security
sources have said that the muli-
tary will likely try to fan rivalries
among the Mehsud tribe to gain
allies before any operation into
the hostile, mountainous terri-
toryalong the Afghan border.

That strategy was dealt a
blow on Tuesday when Qari
Zainuddin a rising trnbal
leader who had defected from
Mehsud's Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) -- was assassi-
nated in an attack claimed by
theTTP.

Pakistan's northwestern
tribal belt has become a strong-
hold for Taliban and al-Qaeda
extremists who fled Afghanistan

after a US-led invasion toppled
the hardline Taliban regime in
late 2001.

Mehsud, believed to bein his
late 30s, setup the T'TP umbrella
group of tribal militants in 2007,
and has steadily extended his
influence into North Waziristan
and Bajaur districts and nearby
cities of Tank and Dera Ismail
Khan.

Pakistan has already offerdd
a 50-million-rupee reward lor
the Swat Taliban chief Maulana
Fazlullah. The interior minister
has said Fazlullah is injured and
close to capture, but the army
has refused to confirm those
reports.

Troops arrest
Honduras
president

AFP, Tegucigalpa

Honduran President Manuel
Zelaya was arrested yesterday
by troops who surrounded his
home ahead of a controversial
constitutional referendum, a
top government aide said.

"Troops have taken the
president from his home to
the air force (base),” the presi-
dent's personal secretary,
Enrique Reina, told reporters.

"We're in the process of
filing an international com-
plaint,” he said.

Elected in 2006 for a non-
renewable four-year term,
Zelaya had planned a vote
Sunday asking Hondurans to
sanction a future referendum
to allow him to run for reelec-
tion,

The referendum has been
ruled illegal by the country's
top court and had been
opposed by the military.

The apparent coup is the
latest dramatic event In a
tense political standoff over
the pastseveral days.

Last week Zelaya sacked
the country's top military
chief, General Romeo Vasquez
and also accepted the resigna-
tion of Defense Minister
Edmundo Orellana, after
military commanders refused
to distribute ballot boxes for
Sunday’'s vote.

The heads of the army,
marines and air force also
resigned.

And in a tense reburttal bf
the president’'s moves, the
Honduran Supreme Court
unanimously voted Thursday
to reinstate Vasquez and
hundreds of troops massed
late last week in the capital
Tegucigalpa, in a move some
said presaged a military coup.

Jackson
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inconsistencies” overthe death.

But the spokeswoman,
Miranda Sevcik, added: "Inves-
tigators say the doctor is In no
way a suspect and remains a
witness to this tragedy.”

Frustrated by thelackofhard
information, the family
requested a second autopsy on
Jackson's

body which was being kept
at an undisclosed location,
officials and local media reports
said.

Late Saturday the Los
Angeles Times reported the
autopsy had been completed
but there was no word on the
findings.

"We don't like what's going
on,” family patriarch Joe
Jackson told People magazine.
The Jacksons later issued a
statement to fans describing the
death as "one of the darkest
momentsofourhives.”

The Los Angeles Coroner's
office said Friday a preliminary
autopsy on Jackson was incon-
clusive and a final cause of
death would not be known untl
exhaustive toxicology tests are
completed in "six to eight
weeks.”

Joe Jackson separately rold
Fox News that Michael
Jackson's three children --
whom the pop star fiercely
protected -- were in "fantastic”
spirits at the musical clan’s
compound.

Veteran US politician and
activist Reverend Jesse Jackson -
-whoisnot related to the family
-- told ABC television's Good
Morning America he had spent
Friday counselling the family.

And he revealed that family
members were angered by
lingering questions surround-
ing Jackson's death and were
focusing their attention on the
role of Murray, whom the singer
had tapped justlastmonth.

"They (the family) are suspi-
cious of this doctor and they
have real reason to be because
any other doctor would say
'Here's what happened in the
last hour of his life and I was
there. | gave him some medi-
cine,'" Jesse Jackson said.

"He owes it to the family and
to the public to say, "These were
the last hours of Michael's life
and here's what happened.’
That's a reasonable expecta-
tion."

Friends and associates of
Jackson took to the airwaves to

family

voice anger over the role of
advisers and physicians that
surrounded the star.

New age guru and Jackson
confidante Deepak Chopra -- a
qualified cardiologist -- told
CNN blunty: "I think drugs
killed him."

Anger was also beginning to
be seen amongst fans who have
gathered around the globe in
their thousands to pay tribute to
Jackson in what have been
largely joyous celebrations of
hislite.

On the Hollywood Walk of
Fame in Los Angeles, fans
gueued again on Saturday for
the right to file past Jackson's
starsetinthesidewalk.

Deborah Canton, 46, sobbed
inconsolably as she slammed
the "evil people” who she
accused of driving Jackson to his
death.

"The guy would never hurt a
fly but all of these evil people
would do everything to destroy
him just to get his money, she
said. "I don't think he wanted to
live anymore.”

In New York large crowds
formed outside the legendary
Apollo Theatre in Harlem,
where Jackson launched his
careerin 1969.

Black Entertainment
Television (BET) was quickly
reworking its annual awards
show on Sunday, turning it into
a tnbute to the superstar cred-
ited with helping bridge racial
divides.

Meanwhile revellers at
Britain's Glastonbury music
festival sported T-shirts with
slogans like "Michael Jackson
RIP" and "I was at Glasto when
Jackodied", while graffiti paying
tribute to "The King ot Pop”
adorned tents.

Jackson's death has sent fans
scrambling to stock up on his
music, and British chartofficials
said a compilation album was
likely to go to the top of the
charts on Sunday.

While Jackson ruled the
charts and dazzled audiences
with dance moves like the
"moonwalk” in the 1980s, his
once-stellar career was over-
shadowed by hisstartling physi-
cal transformation and multiple
allegations of child abuse.

He lived as a virtual recluse
following his 2005 acquittal on
charges of child molestation
and plotting to kidnap his
youngaccuser.




