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Grameen
Danone
Nations Cup
starts today

SPORTS REPORTER

The 2nd Grameen Danone
Nations Cup Football
Tournament for the 10-12
years old booters begins today
at seven zonal venues across
the country.

A total of 44 district teams
will take part in the three-day
first phase matches at the
seven zonal venues -- Gazipur,
Nilphamari, Kushtia, Feni,
Sirajgan), Rajbari and Satkhira
--under the direct supervision
of Bangladesh Football
Federation Development
Committee,

Forty-one matches will be
held on the opening day in
the morning and alternoon
sessions.

The duration of the match
will be 30 minutes -- fifteen
minutes in each hall.
Maximum 14 players will be
eligible to play for a team.

The zonal phase will be
held on single league basis.
Later, eight teams -- seven
zonal champions and BFF
development squad -- will
play in the final round to be
held in Dhakaon July 4-6.

Finally, the champion team
will represent Bangladesh in
the Grameen Danone Nations
Cup Football Festival final to
be held October 9-11 at Sao
Paulo in Brazil.

As on previous occasion,
legendary footballer Zinedine
Zidane will inaugurate the
Nations Cup Festival Final as
the chief guest.

The 1st Grameen Danone
Nations Cup was held in 2007.

Venus' sweet
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London on top of the world

rankings following her
French Open victory. But a
miserable run of results since
that Paris triumph have left
her outside the top 10 for the
first time in two years.

The 13th seed, a
Wimbledon semi-finalist in
2007, clearly has the game for
grass however and was too
strong for Stosur.

Former Wimbledon junior
champion Caroline Wozniacki,
the ninth seed, reached the
fourth round for the first ime
as the Danish teenager
defeated Spain’'s Anabel
Medina Garrigues 6-2, 6-2.

What lies
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could play a vital role and he
was the chief executive officer
(CEO) but that post has been
vacant for nearly two years
now (itis run by an acting CEO
currently).

So, definitely the players
should take the blame for the
on-field performance but iIn
these modern days it's also
important to see who actually
runs the show behind the
curtains and how!

Alam's focus
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removal from the national
team for the first World
Twenty20 two years ago.

"I want to give a perfor-
mance which cap my return to
international cricket in a
memorable manner,” said
Yousuf, whose last Test was in
Bangalorein December2007.

“It will be tough because
when you play international
cricket after a big gap its diffi-
cult, but I will do my best to
play my partin the team's win
against Sri Lanka, who are a
very tough team on their
home grounds.”

All-rounder Abdul Razzaq,
who broke his ties with the ICL
earlier this month, also makes a
return and would be a certainty
fortheTests as third seamer.

SQUAD

Younus Khan (captain),
Misbah-ul-Haq (vice captain),
Salman Butt, Khurrum
Manzoor, Shoaib Malik,
Mohammad Yousuf, Kamran
Akmal, Abdul Razzaq, Fawad
Alam, Umar Gul, Faisal Igbal,
Mohammad Aamir, Danish
Kaneria, Saeed Ajmal, Abdul
Rauf. Coach: Intikhab Alam

Score first
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Marc-Vivien Foe during the
semi-final against Colombia.

If the first French victory
confirmed their pre-eminence
in international football, the
second softened the blow of a
disastrous World Cup defence
the previous year that culmi-
nated in a first-round exit.

FIFA changed the
Confederations Cup fre-
quency from biennial to four-
yearly and the trophy returned
to Brazil in 2005 after they
ripped fierce South American
rivals Argentina to shreds with
a4-1final scolding.

Adriano was the destroyer-
in-chief, opening and closing
the goal account with Kaka
and Ronaldinho also on target
before Pablo Aimar pulled one
back in a Frankfurt final that
almost did not take place
because of torrential rain.
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Serbian star Novak Djokovic makes aforehand retum against USA's Mardy Fish in their Wimbledon third round match in London on Saturday.
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CRICINFO, undated
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Pakistan and Australia will play two Tests and
two Twenty20 internationals in England next
July, after the England & Wales Cricket Board
reached a staging agreement with their
Pakistan counterparts.

"We've reached a contractual agreement
with the PCB, although the nature of those
details remains confidential at the mpment for
obvious reasons,” an ECB spokesman told
Cricinfo. "We haven't agreed on the venues yet,
that will have to be determined by the Major
Match Group, but clearly we will want to do that
as soon as practically possible so that we can
market the games."

The decision follows hot on the heels of
Pakistan's superb showing in the World
Twenty20, in which they beat Sri Lanka in the
final at Lord's, having been supported through-
out the tournament by arguably the most vocif-
erous and passionate fans in the country. With
virtually no prospect of cricket returning to
Pakistan in the near future after the terrorist
attack on the Sri Lanka team bus at Lahore in
March, England promises to provide the exiled
team with the perfecthome from home.

"The Pakistan team performed outstand-
ingly well in the World T20 tournament in
England and were worthy world champions,”
said the ECB chairman, Giles Clarke. "The
passion of the support for their team in
England demonstrated why this country is an
ideal venue for these matches against
Australia.”

"The warm relations between our two
Boards has developed furtherunder the leader-
ship of the current PCB Chairman ljaz Butt,
with whom I enjoy an excellent working rela-
tionship, and ECB is delighted to support
Pakistaninstaging these matches."

For the final of the World Twenty20 at Lord’s,
the vast majority of the fans in the stadium were
Pakistani, and according to Keith Bradshaw,
MCC's chief executive, the atmosphere they

ECB boost for Pakistan

created was "electric”. He was very hopeful that
the experience of that match would persuade
the Major Match Group that Lord's is the logical
venue tostage such agame.

"1 think we've said all along we're right
behind the concept of neutral Tests," said
Bradshaw. "We are the home of cricket and so
our doors are open. We are very keen to stage
the match and we'll be bidding hard to stage a
Test.

"When Pakistan were here for the final the
atmosphere was electric, as it was the week
before when India were here. ] know that Tests
in London are still very strong in terms of atten-
dance, both here and at The Oval, and to keep
Testcricketas the pinnacle of the game itwould
bealogical place to stage such amatch.”

Another venue with strong claims to hosting
a Test is Headingley, given the size of the
Pakistani population in and around Leeds and
Bradford. "We feel that of all of the venues,
given our demographic and track record in
staging matches, we'd be very well placed and
would make Pakistan feel at home," Stewart
Regan, Yorkshire's chief executive, told
Cricinfo.

"Nothing has changed since the previous
discussions in the media several weeks ago. We
have put our hat in the ring and said we would
be veryinterested in talking to the ECB and PCB
aboutstaging one ofthe Test matches."

Regardless of the enthusiastic response to
the news, there remain several hurdles to be
overcome before the series can be set in stone,
not least the thorny issue of TV rights. In
November 2008, the PCB agreed a US$140.5
million five-year television contract with Taj
Entertainment Network (Ten Sports), with a
clause that enabled series to take place at neu-
tral venues in the event of an adverse security
situation. It remains to be seen whether BSkyB,
who hold the rights to England home series,
will contest the staging of such a contest on
their turf.

The ECB and PCB also confirmed that
England will host Pakistan for four Tests, five
ODIs and two T20Is in August and September of
nextyear.

National
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between football with the
local team and work in the
heldsto help hisfather.

At 15 he left home to try his
luck in state capital Salvador,
where he joined the youth
scheme of the team Esporte
Clube Bahia. He made his
professional debut there in the
2001-2002 season. In 2003 he
was part of the Under-20
Brazilian national team that
won theWorld Cup in Qatar, and
newasvoted the best right-back
inthetournament.

That performance caught
the eye of the Sevilla leadership,
who signed him on loan for six
months. After a start that Alves
himself describes as "compli-
cated,” the defender managed
to find his best form with the
help of coach Joaquin Caparros,
and Sevilla signed him defini-
tively.

The Brazilian then became
one of the key figures of the
Andalusian club, and by 2008 -

Alves’ destiny

when he joined Barcelona - he
had helped Sevilla win two
editions of the UEFA Cup one
European Supercup, one King's
Cupand one Spanish Supercup.

Happy to have gone from
substitute to hero with Brazil in
less than five minutes, Dani
Alves vows to keep fighting fora
place in the starting line-up,
even if he has to play as a left-
back.

"I am here to help with
whatever's needed. 1 have
already played in other posi-
tions. What I want to do is be in
the national team."

The only thing that upsets
Alves right now is that he misses
his family: his wife Dinorah and
his children Vitoria and Daniel
Junior - whose name he has
tattoed on his chest, as was
apparent when he celebrated
his Confederations Cup goal.

"I hope to be reunited with
my family again soon so I can
celebrate the title with them,"
he said.

Cisse signs
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club's supporters at the air-

port.

" am very enthusiastic
from the welcome and I have
not witnessed anything like it
in my life. I really didn't
expect nor imagine it,” Cisse
said of the turnout.

The Cisse family will stay
in Greece until Sunday in the
presidential suite of one of
Athens' most expensive
seaside hotels.

They will return to
Manchester to pick up their
personal belongings and
return to Greece perma-
nently.

Cisse will then join the pre-
season training camp of
Panathinaikos in Switzerland
sometime next week.

Early Friday Cisse success-
fully passed a medical exami-
nation by the Panathinaikos
medical team and was taken
toatourofthe club's facilities.
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Brazil beat the United States 3-
0 during the group stages and
that is motivation enough for
American captain Carlos
Bocenegra.

“We almost gave them too
much respect and sat back too
much,” he said.

"It's important to start the
game with a lot of energy - we
can't sit back and let Brazil
control the match.”

[t will be a bitter-sweet day
for Bradley, whose son
Michael will miss the game
after a straight red card for a
lunging tackle in the Spain
match.

Otherwise, he has a full
complement of players to
choose from.

Brazil coach Dunga, whose

Glant-killers plot

team have had a day less to
recover, is respectful of the
United States after their giant-
killing semi-final exploits.

“The US has a peculiar way
of playing and we will need to
stay calm against them,"” he
said.

'l did not see the US play
against Spain, but we will be
watching the game to prepare
for Sunday."

Alves admitted that the
USA win had taught his side a
lesson.

"In a tournament like this,
every team will have their
chances," he said.

"Spain's game served as a
lesson for us before we took on
South Africa, and it will also
serve as a lesson for us ahead
ofSunday's final."

revenge

Despite having seen his
side struggle to unlock South
Africa, Dunga is expected to
send out much the same team
with Luis Fabiano up frontand
Kaka and Robinho tucked in
behind him.

With Lucio, Maicon, Luisao
and Andre Santos holding the
back line and Felipe Melo,
Ramires and Gilberto Silva
operating in midfield the
United States will have their
work cut out,

Bradley will once again be
heavily reliant on experienced
LA Galaxy attacker Landon
Donovan controlling the game
in the middle, while Clint
Dempsey and Jozy Altidore
will need to make the most of
any chances that come their
way up front.

Chess

SPORTS REPORTER

14 players will be participat-
ing in the final phase of the
35th Mercantile Bank
National Chess
Championship after the
number draw of the partici-
pating players.

They are reigning cham-
pion Grand Master Ziaur
Rahman, GM Enamul
Hossain, GM Reefat Bin
Sattar, GM Niaz Murshed, FM
Taibur Rahman, Jamal Uddin,
Golam Moshtafa Bhuiyan,
FM Abu Sufian Shakil,
Debaraj Chatterjee, Aminul
Islam

Polash, Mahtabuddin
Ahmed Robin, Mohammad
Hasan Emam and
Mohammad Ali.

The final phase games will
start from tomorrow at the
National Sports Council
conference room.

‘Mr. M. Abdul Jalil, M.P
Chairman of Mercantile Bank
Limited will inaugurate the
championship as chief guest
tOmMOITOW.

PSG, Marseille
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additionally sanctioned by the
FFF for various disciplinary
incidents during the course of
the season.

After appealing to the
French Sports and Olympic
Council to help conciliate in
the matter, the two clubs may
now have recourse to a civil
court the make a judgementin
the case.

[ndia to play
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The Indian team is currently
playing in a four-match one-
day international series in the
West Indies after an early exit
from the World Twenty20 in
England.

The biennial Champions
Trophy, to be hosted by South
Africa and involving the top
eight teams, is also scheduled

ﬁlCrickgt

CRICINFO, undated

MS Dhoni, the Indian cap-
tain, has sald the first ODI
against West Indies was
closer than it looked despite
the visitors' 20-run win.

"Most of the guys thought
that we have won the game
when they were seven wick-
ets down but it was a mistake
and hopefully we won't
repeat that," Dhoni said. "It
was more close than
thought.” India scored 339,
largely owing to Yuvraj
Singh's 102-ball 131,

West Indies lost their
seventh wicket in the 40th
over and needed 88 off the
final ten. They scored 43 in
the next five overs but lost
David Bernard., Denesh
Ramdin and Sulieman Benn
scored 20 off two overs,
which meant West Indies
needed 25 off 18 balls to take
the series lead. It was when
the two batsmen fell within
four balls of each other that a
win looked highly unlikely.
Ashish Nehra, playing his
comeback game, took the
crucial wickets of Bernard
and Ramdin. "It was a gam-
ble. We were thinking of
giving that over to an
offspinner or a pacer. Finally
we chose a pacer as the ball

was getting reverse-swing,”
Dhoni said.

West Indies captain Chris
Gayle sald his team should
have capitalised on the good
start. "We came close and the
effort can't be faulted for the
way we went about it,” Gayle
sald. "We batted well. Darren
(Bravo] who was making
debut was also impressive.
Shiv [Chanderpaul] played a
top innings at the top. I think
if we had won the toss we
would have batted first
because it is a flat track and
the wicket seemed a bitdry.”

Both Dhoni and Gayle
gave credit to Yuvraj for
India’'s victory. Dhoni said
Yuvra) had matured as a
batsman over the last two
years. "We rely a lot on him.
He gets big runs for us in the
middle order,” Dhoni said.
"Once he sets in, you hope
for a big score. That's what
he's doing. Once he's set in,
he always gives us a good
score with a very good strike
rate.”

Gayle said once Yuvraj
could be very dangerous
once he was settled.
“[Yuvraj] batted really well
and set up a good innings for
his team - on a small outfield
and flat track it was difficult
to contain him out there
when he was on the go,”
Gayle said. "You have to give
credit to the way Yuvraj bat-

@he Daily Star

Match closer than we
had thought: Dhoni

ted. He started really slow
but that goes to show the
powerofYuvraj.”

The second ODI Is on
Sunday at the same venue,

Teletalk
cricket

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Mohalchhara Aparajita Clup ~ @

secured a victory by seven
runs over Chhoto Nala
Adarsha Club in the Teletalk
Cricket Tournament at the
Khagrachhari Government
High School yesterday.

Mohalchhara rode on
Thuinui Marma's 41 to score
135 all out in 26.1 over out of
theirstipulated 30 overs.

Anil Chakma of Chhoto
Nala Adarsha Club damaged
the top order of Mohalchhara
Aparajita Club by picking up 4
wickets for 18 runs.

In reply, Chhoto Nala were
bundled out for 128 runs in
29.1 over with its middle order
batsman Mongshanue Marma
scoring 29 runs.

Kamal Chakma of
Mohalchhara picked up 3
wickets and secured thevictory.

Thuinui Marma of
Mohalchhara was adjudged
man of the match for his41.
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crowd to all too briefinnings.

fourintheeighth.

BernardJr.in the 29th over.

in the 34 the over, and the remaining West
Indies batsmen all came and treated the

Earlier, when Yuvraj entered, India had
stumbled to 32 for two in the eighth over,
following the dismissals of Gautam Gambhir
for 13 in the fifth over and Rohit Sharma for

But Yuvraj joined Karthik, and the left-
hander treated the modest crowd to a
breath-taking array of strokes to reach his
hundred from 88 balls, when he steered
Taylor to third man for asingle.

He added 135 for the third wicket with
Karthik, who was caught behind off Dave

Yuvraj reached 50 from 55 balls, when he
turned a delivery from West Indies captain

India clinch classic

tional between India and West Indies on Friday
atSabina Park:

INDIA

Karthikc Ramdin b Bernard 67
Gambhir c Bravo b Taylor 13
Sharmac Bravo b Baker 4
Yuvrajc Ramdin b Bravo 131
Dhonirun out 4]
JadejacRamdinb Bravo 0
Y Pathan notout 40
Harbhajan notout 21
Extras: (b-1,1b-8, w-10,nb-3) 22
Total: (For 6 wkts in 50 overs) 339

Did notbat: I Sharma, RP Singh, Nehra.
Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-32, 3-167, 4-253, 5-253,

Chris Gayle into square leg for two, and then
dominated an 86-run, fourth-wicket stand
with Dhoni.

Yuvraj indulged himself during the
Batting Power Play that spanned the 34th
and 38th overs, when he smashed two fours
and six sixes, as Indiaadded 62 runs.

The 37th over was particularly memora-
ble for Yuvraj, when he struck Taylor for two
sixes - over mid-wicket and long-off - in an
over thatcost21.

But Yuvraj was slightly hobbled by a
Taylor yorker, and eventually tamely surren-
dered, when he was caugh
Dwayne Bravo in the 39th over glancing a
leg-side delivery.

After his dismissal, India made steady, if
not spectacular progress in the closing overs

6-298
Bowler 0 M R w
Taylor 10 | 74 1
Baker 9 0 62 1
Bravo 10 0 66 2
Bernard 8 0 50 ]
Benn 10 0 50 0
Gayle 3 0 28 0
WEST INDIES .
Gayle cHarbhajanb Nehra 37
MortoncDhonib Pathan 42
Sarwan run out 45
Chanderpaul cJadeja b Pathan 63
BravocRSharmabl.Sharma 8
D Bravo c RP Singh b Harbhajan 19
Taylorlbwb Pathan 21
Ramdin c Harbhajan b Nehra 29
t behind off BernardcRSharmabNehra 19
Benn b RP Singh 3
Bakernotout 0
Extras: (b-4,1b-4, w-19,nb-2) 29
Total: (Alloutin 48.1 overs) 319

SCOREBOARD

for September.

through Dhoni, Pathan, and Harbhajan

Scoreboard of the opening one-day interna-

Fall of wickets: 1-65, 2-100, 3-151, 4-188, 5-224,
6-241,7-250,8-294,9-318

Singh. 3
Their final total was the highestin an ODI Eggirgh ? b’; 4& ‘T
at the ground eclipsing Pakistan's 349 all out Neahis -1 ’ 49 3
againstZimbabwe in the 2007 World Cup. :
: ISharma 5 0 38 1
The highest target successfully chased at Jades
* L L] adEja ? 1 34 ﬁ
the venue is South Africa's 255 for two
: : YPathan 8 0 56 3
againstWest Indies four years ago. Harbhajan 10 0 56 !
Bravo captured two for 66 from his 10 overs Yuvraj 4 o 34 0
to be thebest of theWest Indies' bowlers. Result: Indiawon by 20 runs.

Man-of-the-match:Yuvraj Singh

Umpires: N Llong (ENG),N.Malcolm
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