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HC outlines river steps

Hails The Baily Star- p= for their role in creating awareness to save rivers

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday issued a set of directives for
the government to save the rivers around the capital

from encroachment and pollution.
It directed the deputy commissioners of Dhaka,

Narayanganj, Gazipur and Munshiganj to determine
the exact boundaries of Buriganga, Shitalakhya, Turag

and Balu rivers by November 30.
" The bench of Justice ABM Khairul Haque and

Justice Mamtazuddin Ahmed said the land records
and survey department will help the DCs by doing
cadastral surveys for delimitation of the river bound-

aries.

It directed the forest and environment secretary to
designatethefourﬁversns'Ecoloﬁcaﬂy(‘.riticalﬁreas'
to facilitate the demarcation work. _ %

The directives came in response to a writ petition
filed as public interest litigation by Human Rights and
Peace for Bangladesh.

Reading out the orders, Justice ABM Khairul Haque
lauded The Daily Star and Channel i for their cam- it - | . : b | T esmit g | .‘
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® Demarcate Buriganga,
Shitalakhya, Turag and Bali
rivers by November 30

@ Announce the four rivers as
ecologically critical areas rill
then

® Officials involved with river
demarcation cannot be
transferved till the tasks
complete

® Get demarcation done
without any discrimination
and influence

@ Provide sufficient security to
officials during the work

@ Set up pillars by May 30,
2010, to protect demarcated
river boundaries _

@ Remove all garbage a
illegal structures from the
rivers by November 30, 2010

e Construct walkways and
plant tress on the riverbanks by
May 31,2011 |

® Continue ongoing eviction
drive

@ Dredge the source areas of
dying rivers within five years
& Gout officials concerned will

be held responsible, if court
directives are not followed duly
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Eviction halts
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Narayanganj district administration suddenly
stopped the eviction drive against the encroachers of
Shitalakhya river on the 12th day yesterday although
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA) was all set for the day's drive.

“We all knew the eviction drive would continue and
we mobilised tugboats and labourers as usual for the
drive,” said Md Abu Zafar Hawlader, senior deputy
director (Narayanganj river port) of BIWTA.

The eviction team waited nearly two hours at the site
for the magistrate and later contacted with the district
administration around 10:45am only to know that the
drive would not be conducted until further orders.

' SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Defiant businessmen engage workers to illegally fill up a stretch of the River Buriganga near Postogola with sand, i
SHAFIQUL ALAM

despite the continuing government drive againstall kinds of encroachment.
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Govt seeks further investigation, A
court hears plea July 1 T
. '
Ma.lnlﬂ S gl‘aft STAFF CORRESPONDENT Afterabriefhearing on the petition, Judge .,;’ ce T
Masdar Hossain of the Speedy Trial Tribunal- LN G =,
Chal' geS undel‘ The government wants further investigation | fixed July 1 for full hearing. & 155 A oY T : - adighl.
into the August 21 grenade attacks on an The Criminal Investigation Department, Adh R €E FEale] : M |
] S scanner Awami League rally as it believes even the which investigated the two cases filed in - T S
STAFF CORRESPONDENT probe by the last caretaker connection with the sensa-

PRAN-RFL GROUP
4+ Since 1981

government, which corrected
the farcical investigation of
the BNP-Jamaat alliance's

tional incident, submitted
charge sheets in June last year,
accusing 21 members of

@) MPROVING RURAL LIVELIHOOD

The parliamentary standing
committee on housing and

public works ministry yester-
day formed a five-member
sub-committee to investigate
the allegations of corruption
against Mainul Hosein, law

rule,isnotacompleteone.
The state lawyer yesterday

submitted a prayer to a Dhaka
court for further investigating
the attack that aimed to assas-

Harkatul Jihad Al Islami (Huji) |
including its top leader Muft
Abdul Hannan and former
deputy minister of BNP-led :
government Abdus Salam

PRAN is a concept : a way to fight poverty and hunger in Bangladesh In the shortest
possible time through employment generation.

PRAN signifies investment in agro processing: creating demands for farm produce

and housing adviser to the last
caretaker government.

The former adviser, if
necessary, would be sum-
moned to appear before the
committee to defend the
charge against him, said chief

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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sinate AL President Sheikh
Hasina in 2004, saying expert
and influential people who had supplied the

grenades have stillremained untraced.
The grisly attack on Hasina's rally on

Bangabandhu Avenue killed 23 AL leaders
and workers and maimed over 300.

earned through legal way," Zahid said respond-

Pintu.

In its earlier probe, how-

ever, the CID had not found any proof that
the banned Islamist outfit Huji or anyone
from BNP were involved in the attack.

The first group of CID investigators rather

SEE PAGE 15COL 1

-which create jobs in rural areas also preventing urban migration. PRAN's aim is to add
value to agricultural produce & increase their shelf life.

PRAN stands for:
"PROGRAMME FOR RURAL ADVANCEMENT NATIONALLY"™
“steife oA G FeIIN”

We don't see why we should remain poor given the gifts endowed by nature such as
fertile soil, water, year round growing season, a river system for easy and cheap

GOVT PROPOSAL FOR WHITENING MONEY One more . transportation and a hard working people who are farmers by tradition. |
. | |
" S C 0 e b]:.e a Ch Of N swine flu i ddBandglde?h's comparative advantage lies in creating a competitive edge in value l
added agricultural products.
p U case found i ; |
o First diagnosed PRAN's journey started in 1981. Today we have major investments in several '
° corporates. We are the largest processors of fruits and vegetables in Bangladesh We |
. . Con V entlon. WB person cured are also in milk, confectionery, aromatic & fine rice, peanuts, pluses, mustard & spices o |
STAFF CORRESPONDENT name a few. |
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The World Bank (WB) said yesterday the provi-
sion of whitening money in the proposed bud-
get for the next fiscal year (FY) is in conflict with
the UN Convention against Corruption
Bangladesh signed, and anti-graft laws of the
country.

It described the budget as expansionary and
innovative but protectionist. The increase in
protection will hurt consumers while notbene-
fiting the economy as awhole, it claimed.

The WB gave its reaction to the proposed
budget at a press briefing at is office in the
capital.

Senior economist at the WB Dhaka office Dr
Zahid Hussain presented a detailed analysis of
the budget for FY2009-10.

Outgoing Country Director of the WB Xian
Zhu gave the address of welcome at the brief-

ing.

“Itis not clear in the policy how the govern-
- ment will differentiate between the money

W

~ #amed through use of arms, drug trade, rob-
- bery and stealing, and the undisclosed money

ing to queries from journalists.

“The two categories of money are not the
same. So much more clarity is needed even in
practical terms, " he said.

“There is no controversy in Bangladesh
regarding the moral or ethical side of whitening
money. All are saying that whitening money is
not right as it discourages honest taxpayers,”
the WB official said in reply to aquestion.

He went on, "Morally we all agree that it is
not a right policy. Another practical concern is
that much black moneywill not get whitened or
much revenue earned from the provision.
There is also question regarding how much
investment will be attracted by the public-
private partnership (PPP) initiative.”

He mentioned that Bangladesh has passed
anti-money laundering law. This (money whit-
ening) provision is in conflict with that. And it is
not clear how these conflicts would be

addressed, he added.
WB economist Priyani Malik pointed out

that Bangladesh signed the UN Convention
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Swine flu cases in the country
rose to eight as one more
person was found infected
with the HIN1 virus yesterday.

Official sources said the
newly infected person carried
the virus as he came into
contact with the first diag-
nosed person of the deadly flu
detected on June 18.

"He has mild symptoms of
swine flu and is undergoing
treatment in home confine-
ment," said Prof Mahmudur
Rahman, director of Institute
of Epidemiology, Disease
Control and Research, adding
that the incubation period of
the A (HIN1) virus is seven to
tendays normally.

Though the first diagnosed
person of the deadly flu has

been cured by this time, the |

rest seven are kept under
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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PRAN encourages contract farmers and helps them grow quality crops with increased
yields and to obtain fair prices. -

|
|
|
In the stock market our performance has been just as rewarding with both PRAN &
RFL. AMCL & RFL are both blue chip stocks. ' |

|

|

Supporting PRAN is helping Bangladeshi farmer and indeed Bangladesh economy.

Buying PRAN products is investing in your own & Bangladesh’s future.
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