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Habib Tanveer remembere

Memorial programme by Nagarik Natya Samproday

R — e ——
B

o TR, R
=7 "'-q '-ﬂ"]-nrq

@W'mwm

S
« ;' I!I ,'. _".
e iy

1 -r\1 ‘-T

o Besa e

w o Aoy Refrs-afses
g Eﬂ‘-ﬁ’d I

(From Left) Syed Shamsul Hag, Ataur Rahman, Aly Zaker, Sayeed Ahmed and Ramendu Majumdar

at the programme.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------

“The story originates from a folk myth from Madhya
Pradesh. A king is enamoured with a beautiful wine-
seller, Kalharin, and a son is born to her. The boy
grows up to be a strong warrior who defeats his own
father in a battle. Kalharin gets her son married, only
to find her son dissatisfied. The son gets married 140
times; neither of his wives can make him happy.
When Kalharin asks her son what's wrong with him,
she is shocked and appalled to learn that her son
only desires his mother, thus no other girl can ever
satisfy him. The brave mother persuades her son to
go to a well and pushes him in it. She herself jum

Sayeed Ahmed narrated th

Banglade
nali fam azaar” andLharan Das Chor”
vitation of*Nagarik Natya Samproday in

element from a play directed by the iconic Indian
theatre personality Habib Tanvir (1923-2009).
Professor Ahmed, who was a friend of Tanvir, shared
his reactions after watching the rehearsal of the play
*Bahadur Kalharin" during a visit to India.

Professor Ahmed was speaking at a memorial
programme -- in honour of the acclaimed play-
wright, director and philosopher -- organised by
Nagarik Natya Samproday. The event was held
recently at the Seminar Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy. A pioneer in Indian theatre, Tanvir set a
new trend, bringing forth the indigenous theatrical
form to the urban audience through his Bhopal-
based troupe Naya Theatre. Tanvir visited
or the fi:st time with two of his most
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1990. The artiste breathed his last on June 8 this year.
Eminent cultural personalities and theatre activ-
ists were present at the programme presided over by
the president of Nagarik Natya Samproday, Aly
Zaker. General secretary of the troupe, Ataur
Rahman, welcomed the audience and moderated
the lively discussion. Among others, poet-litterateur
Syed Shamsul Haq, ITI President Ramendu
Majumdar and theatre personalities Mamunur
Rashid, Nasiruddin Yousuff, Sara Zaker, Golam
Sarwar and Jhuna Chowdhuryspoke at the event.
"There are some who devote their life to art, to
make the world a better place through their artistic
creations. Even after their physical death, they
continue to inspire us. A true artiste, Habib Tanvir
was one such inspiring figure, not only to theatre
activists in the subcontinent, but the world over.
During the few days we had him here in Dhaka, we

- were enlightened in many ways. We remember a
* man who was an out and out theatre-lover till

death," said Ataur Rahman in his welcome speech.
He also discussed on Tanvir's life, theatrical style
and major works.

Sved Shamsul Haq said, "When talking about
Tanvir, we tend to focus on his unique theatrical
style. But to me, the application of his theatrical
approach is just a means to reach where he wanted
to take us actually -- towards several basic philo-
sophical questions regarding humanity.”

"Tanvir will continue to live in the world he cre-
ated on stage, a world with so many diverse charac-
ters,” Mamunur Rashid noted.

"As a director, Tanvir believed in nurturing the
spontaneity of an actor, rather than teaching
him/her 'acting.' This is what made his productions
so endearing," commented Ramendu Majumdar.

For his contribution to theatre, Habib Tanvir
received several prestigious awards and titles,
including Padma Shree, Padma Bhushan,
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, Kiahdas Samman
and more.

Cultural Academy for indigenous artistes in shambles

KONGKON KARMAKER,
Dinajpur

Indigenous artistes of the
northern districts have no
platform for their cultural
practices despite having
many young talents in the
communities.

According to sources, in
1976 President Ziaur Rahman
set up a 120-seat Cultural
Academy at Shuihari village
for the local indigenous com-
munities. The academy --
stretched over one acre --
inspired the indigenous_
communities to be moreZ
active in their cultural prac-
tices and provided them with
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an opportunity to present
their traditional music and

- a

'_:-_, . - Tﬂ, e

- ...',_.'1' 4 T
. : ' F, h L # v

e ALV

indigenous artistes have
talents, but often lack educa-
tion, as many villages do not
have even elementary
schools.

General secretary of the
institute, Professor Shoren
told The Daily Star that in the
past the Cultural Academy
had groomed hundreds of
performers who had
enthralled audiences at home
and abroad.

During a visit to the acad-
emy recently, this correspon-
dent found that the building is
in a dilapidated state and
desperately needs renovation.
[ts furniture is also missing.

Local indigenous groups

The academy is in a dilapidated state and desperately needs renovation:

have repeatedly urged the
government to set up a full-

Octogenarian widow refuses

to give In

Documentary Indumatir Baitha shot in Natore

Indumati, an 80-year-old
widow, lives in Sonapatil
village, Natore district. At an
age, when she should be cared
for, Indumati is still her fam-
ily's sole earner and caregiver,
says a pressrelease.

"Indumatir Baitha," adocu-
mentary zooming in on the life
of this remarkable woman, has
been shot recently in Natore.
Biplob Kumar Pal, a young
filmmaker, has made the film.
Narrating voice has been pro-
vided by noted actor Pijush
Bandopadhyay.

According to Biplob,
"Indumati is a symbol of
unending struggle, just to be
able to barely make it. After
her husband was paralysed,
Indumati started working as a
boatman, transporting people
across the Baronoi River.
Among her five sons and
daughters, three are intellec-
tually disabled. After her

Indumati at work.

husband's death, Indumati
and the intellectually disabled
siblings were abandoned by
the able members of the fam-
ily. But Indumati never gave
in. Her struggle to feed her
three offspring continues.”
The filmmaker was keen on

making the documentary after
he came across photos of
[ndumati in several national
dailies.
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Source and photo:
BanglarChokh.com

First look: What a beautifully
weird ‘Wonderland’ Burton’s made

You might have gone down the
rabbit hole before. But never

.with a guide quite as attuned,

to the fantastic as TimBurton/

Those who have grown
curiouser and curiouser about
what the offbeat re-inventor of
"Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory” might conjure up in
his version of "Alice in
Wonderland” can feast their
eyes on the array of concept
art and publicity images now
available online to promote
the March 5,2010, release.

"It has been Burton-ised” is
how producer Richard Zanuck
describes the director's vision
of the Lewis Carroll classic.
Many elements are familiar,
from the enigmatic Caterpillar
(Alan Rickman) to the fierce
Jabberwock (Christopher
Lee). But none has been pre-
sented in this sort of visually
surreal fashion.

"We finished shooting in
December after only 40 days,”
Zanuck says. Now the live
action is being merged with
CG animation and motion-
capture creatures, and then
transferredinto 3-D.

(From left) Johnny Depp, Anne Hathaway and Helena
Bonham Carter as The Mad Hatter, The White Queen and
The Red Queen.

and the Beast"). Alice, 17,
attends a party at a Victornian
estate only to find she is about
to be proposed to in front of
hundreds of snooty society
types. Off she runs, following a
white rabbit into a hole and
ending up in Wonderland, a
place she visited 10 years
before yetdoesn'tremember.
Among those who wel-
come her back is the Mad
Hatter, a part tailor-made for
Johnny Depp as he collabo-
rates with Burton for the

HBO's "In Treatment,” has the
coveted titlerole. "Thereissome-
thing real, honest and sincere
about her," Zanuck says. "She's
notatypical Hollywood starlet.”
There is the usual Burton-
esque ghoulishness (Helena
Bonham Carter's Red Queen,
whose favourite retort is "Off
with their heads,” has a moat
filled with bobbing noggins),
but Zanuck assures most kids
can handle it. "The book itself
is pretty dark,” he notes. "This
is for little people and people
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dance to others living in the shambles. Games in 1985 and '95. All train or practice. fledged Cultural academy at The traditional tale has seventh time. "This character Who read it when they were
area. Around 600 indigenous thatispastglory now. Professor Ganesh Shoren the current venue in Shuihari been freshened with ablast of  jsoffhisrocker,” Zanucksays.  ltleS50yearsago.

However, thanks to sub- artistes of the institute per- Santal, Ora(n)o, Mundari, informed that encourage- village and thus provide them girl power, courtesy of writer AUsaTe WO reges NI sneskaastalildadaydechisedndns sackpsusian
sequent government indif- formed at several national Kamar, Kora, Bhunjar, mentfrom the governmentis with a platform where they Linda Woolverton ("Beauty Wasikowska, 19, best known for Source: Intemet

and international events,
including opening and clos-
ing programmes of SAAF

ference, the academy has
not received any fund for the
last 20 years and is now in

Bhuiyan and Malo communi-
ties now do not have an insti-
tute where young artistes can

much needed to uphold
indigenous traditions and
culture. He also said that

can train their young talents
in their traditions and heri-
tage.
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Frult festwal held in Pabna
University

quarter. Around 40 varieties
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AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR students and journalists

9881259/8831905 TOPU, Pabna of fruits were on display. A stressed on the value of
. ™y G e PP R g Dot o K kel Ot AR HIOR T SR G, T A discussion was also held on different variety of fruits of
this occasion. the country, at the discus- ] . . :
8831904/01819040312 The first fruit festival in Vice Chancellor of PUST sion. &4 The chatty flowers in Alice in Wonderland take their cue from the talkative trees in

Pabna was held on June 21.
Students of Pabna University
of Science and Technology
(PUST) organised the fest at
the university site in Rajapur
village of the district head-
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Dr. Amin Uddin Mridha was The Wizard of Oz.
the chief guest at the event
while the deputy commis-
sioner of Pabna, Dr. AFM
Monjur Kadir spoke as

special guest. Teachers,

Juicy fruits in the summer
in Bangladesh grow in abun-
dance in different areas of
the country. This provides for
a wide range in taste and
food value, said the discus-
sants. '

Vice Chancellor of the
university Dr. Amin Uddin
Mridha said that the festival
was aimed at introducing an
assortment of fruits gathered
from different parts of the
country to the students.

A wide variety of man-
goes, jackfruit, pineapple,
watermelon, papaya, coco-
nut and other local fruits
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on aII category of rooms,

- Welcome drink (mango)
- Fruit Basket (Mango)

- Newspaper

- Entry to river side park
= Swimming pool
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AUSTHUATYS | < were on display along with = |
e oI, R tgpz’s Sugh & CORPORATE SALES: 20-21 Kawran Bazar, Pragati Center |
’ﬁ_,_ S l B | (7th Floor), Dhaka-1215.Tel: 8142971-3, Mob:01711-816807,
.fl'..rr,;_!L,, £ Painnagola, ‘_3”"“'”' RQ1711-119759,01819-994620,01714-404902
ausisdhaka.net kowfal, lal-jamrul,

SJAMUNA RESORT: Jamuna Bridge Area, Tangail. Tel:0923-476031-3 I

bonkathal and more,

Around 40 varieties of fruits were on display at the festival.




