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Britain-Iran ties under strain
as Tehran remains defiant

AFP, Tehran

Foreign Minister Manouchehr
Mottaki said yesterday Iran is
reviewing whether to down-
grade ties with Britain, accus-
ing London of meddling in the
post-election tumult gripping
the Islamic republic.

“We are examining it,” he
was quoted by the ISNA news
agency as saying, after
repeated charges by Tehran
that Britain and the United
States are trying to destabilise
the Islamic republic.

His announcment came a
day after British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown announced the
expulsion of two Iranian diplo-
mats in a tit-for-tat move after
Tehran ordered two British
diplomats to leave. i

Downing Street said Britain
wants "constructive” ties with
[ran but renewing criticism of
Tehran's response to the hotly
disputed re-election of
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad.

“We have always been clear
that we seek a constructive
bilateral relationship with Iran
based on mutual respect,” a

spokesman said after Mottaki's
comments.

“Iran's decision to try to
turn what are clearly internal

matters for Iran into a contlict
with the UK and others is
deeply regrettable and without
foundation,”

Iran has repeatedly accused
Britain of stoking the unrest
that has engulfed the country
since the June 12 election, with

sympathies.

ner to British Petroleum.

restored in 1999.

supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei describing it as the
"mostevil” of enemies.

Intelligence Minister
Gholamhossein Mohseni-Ejel
said on Wednesday that some
people with British passports
"had aroleintheriots”

BACKGROUND OF MISTRUST

The roots of the mutual distrust date back to the 1800s when
Iran -- then known as Persia -- was trapped in the colonial
rivalry between Russia and Britain.

Britain never colonised Iran, but occupied the south in
1942. after ousting Reza Shah Pahlavi for his pro-Nazi

In 1953, nationalist prime minister Mohammad
Mossadegh was overthrown in a CIA-organised coup after
he nationalised the Anglo-Iranian oil company, the forerun-

In 1979, Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi suspected the
British of being the force behind the Islamic revolution that
swept Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeinito power.

The British mission in Tehran was closed in 1980 after
British special forces stormed the Iranian embassy in
London to end a hostage siege.

Iraq invaded Iran in September 1980 which. Britain and
most other western states tacitly back Iraq.

A 1989 fatwa by Khomeini against British writer Salman
Rushdie sparked a new rupture in ties that were only

Mohseni-Ejel was quoted
by the Fars news agency as
saying members of "known
counter-revolutionary groups”
who entered the country in the
run-up to the vote had been
arrested.

"One of the detainees col-
lected information needed by
the enemies under the guise of
a reporter,” he said. "Britain
was one of the countries which
fuelled the situation by strong
propaganda and some undip-
lomatic measures.”

The Foreign Office has
criticised Tehran for trying to
"blame the UK and other out-
siders for what is an Iranian
reaction to an Iranian issue.”

Earlier this week, Iran
ordered the BBC's perma-
nent correspondent in
Tehran to leave the country,
accusing him of supporting
the rioters.

[t accused the British broad-
caster as well as Voice of
America of being Israeli agents
whose aim was to to "weaken
the national solidarity,
threaten territoral integrity and
disintegrate Iran."

Authorities also announced
the arrest of lason
Athanasiadis, a British-Greek
freelance reporter for US news-
paper the Washington Times.

éaudi media
blast French
push against

burkah

AFP, Riyadh

Journalists in ultra-
conservative Saudi Arabia
blasted France yesterday over
President Nicolas Sarkozy's
criticism of the burkah, the
head-to-toe garment favoured
for women by conservative
Muslims.

"What about personal
freedom? What about respect
for people's traditions and
privacy?” Dawood al-Shiryan
asked in Al-Hayat.

"What would be the reac-

tion of French and European
women if thev had to cover
thetr” faces and “hair in an
Islamic country?

Shams Ahsan, in the Saudi
Gazette, asked "who is inde-
cent and spoils public morals:
a burka-clad woman or the
oneinabikini?”

Readers' emails to the
Gazette insisted that the burka
is a "symbol of freedom” and
that "the nude culture 1s |
degrading towomen."

On Monday Sarkozy called
the burka a sign of women's |
"subservience" that was "not
welcome” in staunchly secular
France.
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PHOTO: AFP

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad (R) meets with his Greek counterpart Carolos Papoulias at Al-

Shaab Palace in Damascus yes

terday. Papoulias is on an official visit to Syria.

Sarkozy unvei

AFP, Paris
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[s new govt

for his new government in a speech to parlia-

President Nicolas Sarkozy scored a political
coup with a government shake-up bringing in
the nephew of France's late Socialist leader
Francois Mitterrand, but critics accused him
yesterday of sideliningwomen and minorities.
Wrong-footing the French establishment
who had bet on a minor rejig of the right-wing
executive, Sarkozy on Tuesday carried out the
first major government reshuffle since his

electionin mid-2007.

The French leader, who set out a roadmap

ment on Monday, gathered his ministers fol
their first meeting on Wednesday, urging them
tobe "bold reformers."

Prime Minister Francois Fillon stays at the
helm, but six ministers were fired while two left
to take up European parliament seats, includ-
ing Rachida Dati, the glamorous emblem of
Sarkozy's drive to promote ethnic minorities.

Strong-armed into the EU race after falling
out of favour with her mentor, Dati hands the

justice ministry to ex-interior minister Michele

Alliot-Marie.

[

INTERNATIONAL

4 Islamists

in Sudan to
die for killing
US envoy

MPI Khartoum

A Khartoum court con-
demned four Islamists to
death yesterday for the 2008
killing of a US diplomat and
his Sudanese driver, as the US
embassy warned of possible
retaliation over the verdict.

Judge Said Ahmed al-Badri
sentenced the four to be
hanged for the murders.

A fifth man, who had pro-
vided the other defendants
with the weapon but did not
take part in the murder, was
sentenced to two years in
prison,

John Granville, 33, who
worked for the US Agency for
International Development
(USAID), and his 40-year-old
Sudanese driver Abdel
Rahman Abbas were shot
dead in their car in Khartoum
onJanuary 1, 2008,

US to send
envoy to Syria
atter 4 years

AFP, Washington

President Barack Obama has
decided to return a US ambas-
sador to Syria after a four-year
hiatus as talks between the
two nations intensify, US
mediareported Tuesday.

The State Department
informed Syria's ambassador
to Washington, Imad Mustafa,
of Obama's intention Tuesday
night, a senior administration
official told the Washington
Post.

By returning a senior US
envoy to Damascus, Obama is
seekingto carve out a far larger
role for the United States in the
region as he works to rehabili-
tate U.S. relations with the
Islamic world and the Arab
Middle East, the newspaper
said.

“It's in our interests to have
an ambassador in Syria,” a
senior administration official
told CNN.

Mustafa welcomed the
decision to name a US envoy
to increase dialogue among
stakeholders in the Middle

PHOTO: AFP
AUS soldier of Company C, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, packs his bags
as another sweeps the floor at their barracks in the Joint Security Station (JSS) Comanche base
south of the Sadr City district in Baghdad yesterday. The Iraqi Ministry of Agriculture will be taking
overthe base following the June 30 deadline for US forces to pull out of Iraq’s urban centers.

ISREAL SETTLEMENT GROWTH

US, Russia

US-Israel links suffer | resume nuke
AFP, Jerusalem "Once you've finished the I-Eductlon ta]ks
homework we gave you on | AFP, Geneva

A meeting between Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and the US
Middle East envoy was called
off because of disagreements
over settlement growth,

stopping construction in the
settlements, let us know.
Until then, there's no pointin
having (envoy George)
Mitchell fly to Paris to meet
you," the paper quoted the

US and Russian negotiators
resumed talks in Geneva on
cutting their nuclear arse-
nals yesterday, in their last
scheduled meeting before a

[sraeli media reported yester- official as saying. summit between their presi-
day. : The meeting with Mitchell | dents next month. '
Oficials close to was to take place in Paris

Netanyahu said he had called
off the meeting and denied an
[sraeli newspaper report that
Washington had cancelled it
over Israel's refusal to halt
“natural growth" in the settle-
ments.

"The decision to cancel
the meeting ... was taken by
the prime minister. We must
be sure before such a meeting
that professional work has
been done on a series of
issues,” a senior Israeli offi-
cial told AFP.

"There will be a meeting as
soon as thisworkisdone.”

The mass-selling Yediot
Aharonot had earlier quoted
an unnamed Israeli official as
saying Washington issued a
"stern” message to
Netanyahu to halt all settle-

ment, activity @i Hhe§Eupied

during Netanyahu's first visit
to Europe since taking office
earlier this year at the head of
a hawkish right-wing govern-
ment.

An Israeli official said
Mitchell would instead meet
Israel's Defence Minister
Ehud Barak on Monday in
Washington.

In recent weeks Washing-
ton has ramped up pressure
on Netanyahu's government
to halt all settlement activity
in the occupied West Bank as
part of efforts to relaunch the
Middle East peace process.

The Palestinians have said
they will not meet Netanyahu
until Israel halts all settle-
ment activity. The presence of
some 280,000 Israelis in more
than 100 settlements across

the'territoryhasheen a 'm:ajnr 1

The two sides continued
their third formal round of
negotiations on replacing
the Cold War era Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty
(START) at the US mission in
the Swiss city, diplomats
said.

“The talks today have
started,” a US official said.

The talks have been
shrouded in secrecy, but the
United States on Tuesday
pointed to progress in the
negotiations.

State Department spokes-
man lan Kelly recalled that
both US President Barack
Obama and his Russian
counterpart Dmitry
Medvedev, who meet early
next month in Moscow, want
"significant reductions® in

their nuclear weapons arse- _i
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Bangladesh Computer Council
(Ministry of Science and Information & Communication Technology)
BCC Bhaban, Plot E-14/X, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207
T —— Phone: 8144787, Fax: 88-02-3124626, e-mail: training@bcc.net.bd Web: www.bcc.net.bd
Course Schedule of Bangladesh Computer Council
July — December 2009
S| Thle of the aores Duration Starting | Course Fee Lasto?atc Procaitie
. itle of the requisi
{hours) Date (1) Registration
o . 90 * Graduate, experience in the use of
(.| ApplicaionDeyelopmeptsmg 09-07-09 700000 07-07-09 |Windows applications, experience in
" | DETTREENOA {opem-5pm) computer programming and database.
_ 30 Graduate, experience in the use of
2. | MS P[{}J&C[ {5pm-3pm) 26-07-09 4000.00 23-07-09 R appiicalians.
69 Graduate; experience in the use of
3. | Computer Networking using Linux 02-08-09 6000.00 30-07-09 |computer applications with practical
(Spm-8pm) knowledge in computer hardware.
4 | Introduction to Office Applications 69 12.08-09 250000 090809 |HSCorA Level or equivalent
" | under WID (10am-1pm) (only for women).
Graduate; experience in the use of general |
s | WebSSite Design and Web P 13-08-09 6000.00 09-08-09 |Windows applications; Experience in
" | Applications Development (S5pm-8pm) programming is preferable. I
¢ | Hardware Maintenance & 72 17.08-09 600000 13-08-09 Sﬁr;dﬁt; and experience in the use of
" | Troubleshooting (Spm-8pm) puler. |
90 .
' icati 17-08-09 4000000 13-08-09 |H.S.C or A Level or equivalent
7. | Introduction to Office Application (Spm-8pm) k{ eq
60 DA H.S.C or A level or equivalent and
tottal vi iti 23-08-09 6000. 20-08-09 |expertise in the use of Windows
8. | Digital video Editing (Spm-8pm) i oo
2% Graduate; Experience in popular
g | Database Application Development I 01-09-09 9000.00 30-08-09 |application packages and in Database
" | using Oracle (Spm-8pm) Management.
Electronic Governance: s
10 Understanding e-Govemance and 06-09-09 500000  03-09-09  |pirst class Government officers.
‘| related ICT issues for (Spm-8pm)
Implementation of e-Government
€ 90 Graduate, experience in the use of
: 18-10-09 700000 15-10-09 |Windows applications, experience in
1. JAVA Programming (Spm-8pm) computer programming and database.
: 120 Graduate; Experience in the use of
sEitoatvance NQWOrSLE . 221009 | 1200000 19-10-09 |computer, computer programming &nd
"| ISP Setup (Spm-8pm) networking.
09 " Graduate and experience in the use of
13.| Statistical Analysis using SPSS (i) 25-10-09 500000 22-10-09 | 0ot software applications.
14:1' under WID (10am-1pm) (only for women).
2} 90 i .
15.| Introduction to Office Application (Spm-8pm) 28-10-09 4000000 25-10-09 |HS.Cor A Level or equivalent.
. o :
16 Hardware Maintenance & n 01-11-09 6'0“].0{’ 20-10-09 Gmdualt;and CXpErience in the use 0
‘| Troubleshooting (Spm-8pm) computer. _
63 Graduate and experience in the use of
17| AutoCAD (10am-1pm) 01-11-09 700000 29-10-09 odmpuler,
ste didates are requested to register for the course within the deadline lfur registration. Two copies of recent passport-size i
h:;:rg:::)hc:na 1B:nk Dmfurgy Order of the amount equal to the course fee shown in the table in favour of “Bangladesh Computer Council” and
Expcricncc c::niﬁullcs (wherever applicable) have to be submitted for registration.
Sarkar Abul Kalam Azad
GD-3170 Deputy Director (Training)
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