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Tengratila blow-out victims
demand full compensation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sythet

Tengratila Dabi Aday

Bastobayon Parishad at a
press conference yesterday

demanded payment of arrear

compensation from Canadian
company Niko for the massive
damage caused by the blow-
out at Tengratila on June 24 of

2005,

The blow-out took place
when the Canadian company
was conducting a relief well
drilling at the remote location
in Doarabazar upazila in
Sunamganj district to seal the

original one, which on January
7 the sume year had suffered a

huge blow-out.

“We will continue pressing
the Niko to clear the arrear

compensation to the villagers
around. We also demand
resuming activities in the gas
field and establishment ofa 50
MW power plant near the gas

field,” said joint convener ol

the parishad, Nurul Amin,
who read out a statement at
the press conference at Sylhet
Press Club.

The two separate commit-
tees formed by the govern-
ment after the incident men-

NATI

tioned loss worth Tk 746 crore
including Tk 85 crore in envi-
ronmental loss but things
have remained unsettled yet.
The company did not even
pay the total amount of
agreed compensation to 616
poor families, who were
forced out of their home-
steads for months, goes the
statement.

The parishad will form a
human chain in front of the
central Shahid Minar at
Chouhatta in Sylhet city today
(Wednesday) to press the
legitimate' demands.

The June 24 blow-out at

-

Tengratila caused destruction
to huge gas and trees and
croplands in the surrounding
areas during the following
weeks,

Thousands of people had
to leave their homesteads as
the huge fireball leapt 150 feet
over the gas field.

The raging flames took
about two months to go down
totally,

Still bubbles due to gas
emission are marked on the
water bodies around and fish
in the ponds often die due to
the gas leakage, a number of
locals said.

Di/ké Coilapse floods 30
villages in Khulna

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,

Khulna

Thirty villages of Koira upazila
have been inundated as Pobna
dvke in Maharajpur Union
collapsed Monday evening
due to high tide.

Several thousand people of
Koira Sadar, Maharajpur,
Maheshwaripur, South
Bedkashi and North Bedkashi
unions have been marooned
as the affected villages of these
unions are still under three to
four feet high saline water,
said Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Md Arif Pasha.

He said the dyke atMathbarna

village collapsed as it failed to
stand pressure of high tide at 12
points, causing untold suffer-
ings to the people who were
earlier rendered homeless due
to May 25 CyclonicAila followed
by tidal surge.

Meanwhile, Aila affected
people of Koira upazila have
demanded adequate deep
tube wells to meet severe crisis
of pure drinking water.

hey have also alleged
irregularities in distributing
relief goods among the
cyclone victims by most of UP
chairmen and members.

Farida Begum, wife of
Saifullah Gazi of Koira Sadar

Union alleged that she had
received nothing but some rice
from relief centre only once
while chairman Shahabuddin
distributed maximum relief
goods among his favourites.

Shukmoni of Maharajpur
Union complained that she
did not get relief as yet
despite several attempts
since May 28.

Mamata Das, wife of Radha
Ranjan Das, said water-bome
diseases, including diarrhoea and
dysentry have broken out in
epidemic form among Aila
affected people of Koira Sadar
Union where there is no medical
team to provide medicare services.

BCL leader held
for robbery

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Dinajpur

e

Police arrested a BCL leader on
Monday on charge of bus
robbery at Jamtalimore under
Sadarupazila.

[he arrestee is Monzurul
Islam Laizu, vice-president of
BCL Dinajpur district unit

Police quoting witnesses
said Laizu along with his three
accomplices stopped a
Thakurgaon-bound bus on
Dinajpur--Rangpur highway at
around 11:00am and robbed Tk
4.5 lakh from Mozammel
Haque, a businessman.

Hearing screams, locals
chased the gang and caughtLaizu
while his accomplices managed
to flee. When they started beating
Laizu, he introduced himself as
brotherofa police officer.

Heanng this, locals became |

furious and swooped on police-
men who went to the spot. The
law enforcers finally rescued
Laizu from public wrath and took
him tothe Sadar Police Station.

BALLOT SNATCHING CASE

Ex-MP llyas Ali, 47
others granted bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
."I:_'Ir thet

A Sylhet court on Monday
granted bail to former law-
maker and Sylhet distrct BNP
convener M llyas Ali.and 47
others in a case filed on charge
of snatching ballot papers.
Additional chief judicial
magistrate Md Habibur Rahman
Bhuiyan granted the bail prayer
followinga High Court directive.
Several ballot papers

| stamped with sheaf of paddy

seal were recovered from a
paddy field behind Ashugan)
Sarkari Primary School in
Biswanath upazila a day after
the last parliamentary polls.

| Police filed a case against 200

BNP men including Ilyas Ali

and some UP chairmen on
charge of snatching those
from government officials.

As police filed charge sheet
against48, the accused appeared
befare the, High -Gowust awhigh
granted them interim bail.

A bench comprising justice
Md. Abdul Wahab Miah and
justice Marziul Haque on April
28 ordered the accused to
appear before the court con-
cerned in eight weeks as they
prayed for bail extension.

The other accused include
Biswanath upazila parishad
vice-chairman Gous Khan,
[lyas Ali's younger brother-
Askir Ali and UP chairmen-
Shamsuzzaman Shamsu,
Rajab Ali and Kabir Hossain
DholaMiah.

Ousted leaders
in Feni stage
pro-Eskander

procession
A CORRESPONDENT, Feni

Feni BNP's expelled leaders
and their men on Monday
brought out a procession in
the town to garner support in
favour of newly selected con-
venor and Khaleda Zia's youn-
ger brother Sayeed Eskander.

The procession followed a
doa mahfil at the community
centre.

Leaders and workers sup-
porting former president of
district BNP Mosharraf Hossain
MP and general secretary Prof
Joynal Abedin MP did not par-
ticipate in the programme.

Prior to the milad mahfil a
press conference was organ-
ised at the community centre
on behalf of the newly formed
convening committee.

Four members including
Sayeed Eskander of the nine-
member convening commit-
tee were absent at the press
conference.

Women MP Rehena Akhter
Ranu gave the address of wel-
come. Joint convenor Zia
Uddin Misterread out a written
statement. Advocate Mesbah
Uddin replied to different
questions from the journalists.
The press conference was told
that Sayeed Eskander is now in

| Singaporefortredtent: 1 oi-

In the written statement, the
leaders and workers of the party
were urged to unite rising above
all personal and group interests.

Witnesses said the expelled
leaders brought their supporters
from their own constituencies in
busestothe meetingvenueto join
thedoamahfil and procession.

The doa mahfil was held to
seek early recovery of Major
(retd) Sayeed Eskander,
Tarique Rahman and Arafat
Rahman. After the milad about
500 to 600 leaders and workers
in a procession paraded differ-
entroadsofthetown.

ONAL

Victim of encroachment, pollution and siltation,
for residents while the authorities are showing i

tanttrade route in the area.

They fight social

evils, work to
ensure rights

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Some 500 public researchers
from 36 villages vesterday
gathered in a conference in
Tanore upazila, sharing their
success stories in ensuring
human rights through self-
research in thelast four years.

The researchers raised
voice against dowry, child
marriage and oppression on
women at their villages. They
are conducting anti-narcotics
drives, sanitation programme
and working to ensure justice
forall.

They have.-gopered -non+
formal education centres at
villages for some 500 children
and are maintaining 35 coop-
erative societies for economic
empowerment of the villagers.

The researchers, mostly
from different minority
groups, indigenous and ultra-
poor families, are playing
entrepreneurship role in
different development works
and protection of human
rights at their respective vil-
lages.

They identify and analyse
problems, social disparity,

community differences, and
type of poverty at the villages.
They along with the villagers
take up programme and work
together to resolve the prob-
lems.

Human rights organisa-
tion Broti and its Setu
Bandhan project organised
the conference as they
trained the public research-
ers and came up with the
concept. Manusher Jonno
Foundation, a leading non-
governmental organisation
(NGO), is assisting the pro-
ject.

Sharmin Murshid, chief
executive of Broti's Shetu
Bandhan project, chaired the
conference held at Tanore
Upazila Parishad audito-
rium.

Munira Khan, member of
National Human Rights
Commission, attended the
conference as the chiefguest.

Jatiya Adivasi Parishad
General Secretary
Rabindranath Saren,
Khandaker Rizwanul Karnm,
programme manager (rights)
of Manusher Jonno
Foundation, attended as
special guests.
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SNIPPETS

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

PHOTO BANGLAR CHONH

Chaktai Canal flowing through the port of Chittagong has become a nuisance
ndifference in saving the traditional watercourse that once served as an impor-

| One killed as Al rivalsclash

One person was killed and 10 others were injured in a clash
Monday between two rival factions of Awami League (AL) at
village Dighi in Shalikha upazila. Fakhrul Islam, 35, of Dighi
village succumbed to injuries at the Dhaka Medical College |
Hospital. Police quoting locals said that the supporters of
local AL leaders Lutfur Rahman and Abdur Razzak clashed
overatriffleissue leaving atleast 11 people injured. I

Brother kills sister

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A brother killed his younger sister at village Umrakanda
Palahar in Nandail Upazila Monday morning. Police said,
Majeda Khatun, 45, daughter of Abdul Hye, was hit by Sayed
Hossain with a sharp weapon following an altercation over
land property. Police rushed to the spot, recovered the body
and arrested the killer with the help of the villagers.

Muggers stab trader

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylget
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Armed muggers stabbed a businessman and looted Tk two
lakh and a mobile phone set from him at Beanibazar yester-
day. Victim Bablu is brother of the owner of a garment store
at Al-Amin Market. He was attacked on the second floor of
the market in the morning. The criminals knived him and

fled away with the cash and mobile set leaving him uncon-
scious for some time. Bablu's elder brother Shamim alleged
that the victim received threats over cell phone for the last

fewdays.

BCLmenbeatup journo

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Cadres of Bangladesh Chattra League (BCL) Panchhari
upazila unit yesterday beat up a local journalist at
Muslimpara. AHM Farug, district correspondent of Dainik
Ingilab was attacked by the BCL cadres led by upazila BCL
unit President Nikhil Chowdhury following publication of a
report on May 7 in the daily on illegal toll collection by the
BCL men in Panchhari. An army petrol team led by a captain
rescued Faruq and handed him over to police to send him to

district headquarters under security. Khagrachhari
Reporters Unity condemned the attack and demanded
immediate action against the attackers.

College students block road

A CORRESPONDENT, Narail

Around 200 students of Gobra Mitra College yesterday
blocked Narail-Khulna Road for over eight hours demand-
ing punishment to the bus workers who beat up a college
student and threw him out of a bus at Agdiar Char. Runover
by the bus, Liton Biswas, an HSC student of Gobra Mitra
College later succumbed to his injuries on the way to hospi-
tal. Following the incident, agitated students blocked road
by felling trees and staged sit-in on the road demanding
punishment to killers. They also ransacked some buses and

set the killerbus on fire.

60 hurtin Tungipara clash

A CORRESPONDENT, Gopalganj

At least 60 villagers were injured in a series of clashes
between the people of two villages in Tungipara from
Monday afternoon to early morning yesterday. Police
batoned the clashing groups at Nilofa Bazar and opened fire
to bring the situation under control. Several injured have
been admitted to different clinics for treatment. Tungipara
police said Helal Mollah of neighbouring Mushli village
came to mechanic Abu Darda at Nilofa Bazar Monday to get
an electric fan repaired. At a stage of altercation they scuffled
over the triffle issue. Following the incident, the people of
village Kushli, armed with different types of weapons,
attacked Nilofa Bazar at around 4:45 pm. They looked for
Abu Darda and attacked different shops. Failing to stop
them, police resorted to baton charge and opened fire to

disperse the mob.

Abducted trader rescued

QUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabgan|

Police rescued trader Hasan Ali,50, and arrested two
abductors from Paka Char area under Shibganj upazila
Monday morning. The arrestees are Shahjahan Sheikh,25,
son of Ekramul Haque of Kata Para and Shafiqul Islam, 45,
son of late Kaimur Rahman of Dobhagi under Shibganj
upazila. The officer-in-charge of Shibganj police station
said, Hasan, a manpower businessman from Badda area in
Dhaka, was abducted on June 11 and kept at a house in
Paka Char area. Later, the kidnappers demanded a ransom
of Tk 1,50,000 for his release. Hasan's son Ashraful Kabir
Mithu later came to Chapainawabganj from Dhaka and
informed police about the matter. He also lodged a case

against the two kidnappers.
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