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Younus quits
T20 cricket

AFP, London

Pakistan captain Younus Khan
announced his retirement
from T20 internationals after
leading his side to victory in
‘the 2009 Twenty20 final
against Sri Lanka at Lord's
here on Sunday.

“This is my last Twenty20
game (for Pakistan), so I am
retiring from T20 internation-
als,” Younus said after
Pakistan beat Sri Lanka by
eightwickets.

"l am now 34, | am old for
this kind of cricket. The good
thing is we have a couple of
good youngsters like Shahzaib
(Hasan) and Ahmad
Shahzad.”

However, gifted batsman
Younus -- who has appeared in
60 Tests and 186 one-day inter-
nationals -- is set to continue
his international career in the
longer formats of the game.

Younus invites
world to come
to Pakistan

AFP, London

Pakistan captain Younus Khan
urged the international cricket
community to return to the
troubled Asian nation after
leading his side to victory in
the World Twenty20 final
against Sri Lanka.

Sunday's eight-wicket
success at Lord's came just
months after armed militants
attacked the Sri Lanka team
bus on the way to a Test in
Lahore.

That March 3 incident,
which saw six policemen and
two civilians killed, plus seven
Sri Lankan squad members
injured, led to the suspension
of international cricket in
Pakistan.

Shuktara take
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Chittagong Mohammedan

Blues 3-0 and beat Narsingdi
GRC by 1-0 goal at the Cox's
Bazar Stadium to reach the
SeImis.

On the other hand, Feni
Soccer Club made it to the

final eliminating hosts
Shaheed Muktijoddha Moin
Smriti Sangsad 3-2 in tie-
breaker in the first semifinal at
the Jessore Stadium on Friday.

Earlier, in Group D
matches, Fenismartly reached
the last four crushing
Jhenidah Peul Smriti Sangsad
6-1 and upsetting Dhaka
Youngmen's Club Fakirerpool
3-0, both at the Jessore
Stadium.

The two finalists so far
maintained all-win run in the
tournament.

Deputy commissioner of
Cox’s Bazar will be the chief
guestin the final.

Hero Afridi
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"Why is he the most popular
Pakistani player? He has a
heart of gold ... so apart from
his cricketing abilities he is

loved for his deeds," said |

Khan.

The all-rounder also
helped with relief work in the
aftermath of the 2005 earth-
quake in Pakistan, visiting far-
flung areas with aid workers.

"Whenever I have time,  go
for relief work and it gives me
immense pleasure and satis-
faction. ‘It touches me how
people suffer and if I can do
anything for them it's great,”
Afridi has said.

Afridi's batting formm had
dwindled since the inaugural
World Twenty20 in South
Africa two years ago where he
finished as "player of the
tournament.” Pakistan, how-
ever, lost the final to India by a
five-run margin.

He was also part of
Pakistan's team which lost to
Australia in the 50-over World
Cup final at Lord'sin 1999.

Fans enjoy big
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international players and

Brazilian international players
in South Africa?”

Outside the stadium,
groups of desperate fans
waited in the slim hope of
tickets.

“This is going to be a World
Cup vibe," said 26-year-old
Pretoria accountant and [taly
fan Nicholas Giacinti said
before kick-off.

“It was like you never
thought you'd get to see them
live, so it's like once in a life-
time."

Outside the stadium, vol-
unteer Paul Maesela, who has
assisted at three matches, was
directing arriving fans into the
demarcated area before the
security check.

“This is the busiest of them
all (of the matches)," he said.

Kids are seen engrossed in painting at the Conference Room of the National Sports Council
Association (BOA) organised the painting competition as part of its three-day programme to ma
observed worldwide today. The BOA is also staging the traditional Olympic Day Run in all divisional headquarters of the country to mark
the august occasion.

yesterday. Bangladesh Olympic
rk the Olympic Day, which will be
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AFP, Karachi
—=w_ | Pakistan erupted in
= celebration Sunday after
1@ its national team beat Sri
KCOWORLD Lanka at Lord's to win the
%NTA;%% Twenty20 Cricket World
e o

Cup, arare momentof joy
amid the gloom of the country's bloody unrest.

Pakistan reached a modest, 139-run target
for the loss of two wickets with eight balls to
spare to win their first major trophy since 1992,
when Imran Khan led them to victory in the 50-
over World Cup in Australia.

People danced in the streets late into the
night after following the match played in
London, watching on big screens set up in
parks and stadiums across the country.

As Pakistan scored the winning run with
Shahid Afridi at the crease, people danced with
joy, lit firecrackers and celebrated by distribut-
ing sweets.

"We are proud of our team as they gave us a
rare moment of joy," said Suleman Siddiqui,
who watched the match at a stadium in
Karachi.

Former captain Ramiz Raja said the win
would help lift the gloom besetting the war-
torn country.

"This is the greatest moment in Pakistan

cricket, greater than 1992 because people (are
now) in gloom and previously had nothing to
cheer about,” said Raja, amember of 1992 team
that beat England in the Melbourne final.
Pakistan has been hit by civil unrest and its
army is fighting an increasingly deadly insur-

Pakistan party

gencyin the North-West Frontier Province.

Earlier this month a suicide bomb blast
killed over dozen people in Peshawar, some
30km from Mardan, the hometown of captain
Younus Khan.

Hundreds of people gathered outside
Khan's home Saturday night to watch the game
and celebrate the win.

"We lost so many people in the blasts
recently. The military is fighting a war in Swat
but we forgot all the gloom with this cricket
win," Abdullah Khan told a local television
channel after the win.

People also thronged paceman Umar Gul's
house in Peshawar.

"We have a tradition of hosting our guests
and Sunday's final was watched by hundreds of
people outside our house," Gul's elder brother,
Mairaj, told AFP.

In Islamabad, Pakistan President Asif Ali
Zardari announced a cash prize of 500,000
rupees (6,500 US dollars) for each member of
the winning team and double that for Afridi, the
final's player of the match with an unbeaten 54.

"We are proud of you," Zardari said in a
statement. "You have given a moment of joy...
and thewholenationis celebrating the win."

Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani also
congratulated the team and invited them to

attend a reception at his official residence after
their return from Britain, his office said in a
statement.

"The country is proud of their superb team
play, which held aloft Pakistan's flag in the field
of cricket,” the statement said.
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international cricket after he replaced injured
all-rounder Yasir Arafat and appeared in the
World Twenty20, which ended Sunday with
Pakistan lifting the Twenty20 Cricket World
Cup.

Theybeat SriLankaat Lord's in London, and
will now play three Tests, five one-day interna-
tionals and a Twenty20 match on the Sri Lanka
tour,

Yousuf, 34, was declared the best Test bats-
man in 2007 after scoring a world record 1,788
runsin the previous calendar year.

Yousufand Razzaqjoined the ICL after being
left out of the team which finished runners-up
in the inaugural World Twenty20 held in South
Africa two years ago.

All-rounder Shahid Afridi, declared man-of-
the-match in Pakistan's semifinal and final win
in the World Twenty20, will skip the Test leg of
the Sri Lanka tour but will be available for the
limited over matches.

Yousut, Razzaq return

Injury-prone paceman Shoaib Akhtar, who
missed the World Twenty20 due to groin prob-
lems, was also not considered for selection for
the SriLanka tour.

Also axed from the squad was paceman
Sohail Tanvir, part of Pakistan's winning team
on Sunday.

Rookie 17-year-old paceman Mohammad
Aamir, easily the find for Pakistan in theirWorld
Twenty20 win, willsupplement the attack along
with the more experienced Umar Gul and
Razzaq.

Also returning to the squad is paceman
Abdur Rauf, who played four one-day matches
lastyear but was never selected for the Tests.

Pakistan starts the current tour on June 29
with a three-day side match in Colombo. The
firstTest starts at Galle from July 4.

The other two Tests will be played in
Colombo (12-16 July and 20-24 July) followed
by one-day series and the Twenty20 match.

USA pull it out of hat

Austrian
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Brazil rout
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Brazilian pressure was relent-
less and Daniele de Rossi
almost put the ball in his own
goal when he stuck out a foot
to meet a Lucio shot and it
deflected onto the post. _

The breakthrough came
eightminutes before half-time
when Fabiano pounced on a
scuffed shot from Maicon to
drive the ball beyond Buffon's
reach.

They doubled their lead six
minutes later when Robinho
and Kaka combined to feed
Fabiano who made no mistake
from closerange.

With Italy on the ropes,
Brazil delivered a knockout
punch two minutes later after
Robinho broke down the left
and delivered a cross with
Dossena turning the ball into
his own net under pressure.

Italy finally woke up in the
second half with substitutes
Simone Pepe, Giuseppe Rossi
and Alberto Gilardino all
getting shots on target as they
desperately tried to restore
some pride.

Their best chance came

ﬁ] Cricket

AF¥P, London

Former captain Michael Vaughan was left out
Monday of England's 16-man Ashes training
camp squad.

Vaughan has not played for England since
resigning as captain following last year's third
Test against South Africa at Edgbaston,
although he has often stressed how he he wants
to play in the upcoming Ashes.

So far this season Vaughan, England's 2005
Ashes-winning captain, has done little for
Yorkshire to press his claims for a Test recall,
scoring only 159 first-class runs at an average of
19.88 in sixmatches,

Fast bowler Stephen Harmison, who also
played in the 2005 series, was likewise omitted
from the squad.

Instead his Durham colleague Graham
Onions, who made his Test debut in the recent
series win over the West Indies was included as
was Ryan Sidebottom along with fellow quicks
James Anderson and Stuart Broad.

All-rounder Andrew Flintoff, England's star
of the 2005 Ashes, and Sidebottom were both
recalled following injury. Tim Bresnan was
included as seam-bowling cover for Flintoff.

England’s quad included three slow bowlers

- off-spinner Graeme Swann, left-armer
Monty Panesar and leg-spinner Adil Rashid,
uncapped at Test level.

"Michael Vaughan will, of course, be disap-
pointed not to have been included,” said
England national selector Geoff Miller.

"But I met with Michael recently and he
understands that he needs to make runs con-
sistently in County cricket if he is to force his
way back into the squad,” the former England
off-spinneradded.

"The pre-Ashes camp is designed to give
Andy Flower and the rest of the management
leam an opportunity to meet with the players
ahead of their series and begin their prepara-
tionsin earnest,” Miller explained.

The Daily Star

No room for Vaughan

"We will continue to consider players ou.
side the 16 chosen for the camp and will closely
monitor performances in domestic cricket as
the international season progresses. The door
has notbeen closed on any player at this stage.”

England also announced Monday the team
to play Warwickshire in a three-day warm-up
match at Edgbaston starting on July 1 and the
Lions or A side that plays Australia in a four-day
match which begins on the same day.

Harmison was included in the Lions side to
play Australia, where the hosts will be cap-
tained by batsman lan Bell, who is currently
beingkept out of the Test side by Ravi Bopara.

“In choosing the two teams for the matches
at Edgbaston and Worcester, we were also
mindful of the need to field a very strong
Enﬁjand Lions side against Australia,” Miller
said,

“The inclusion of four bowlers with Test
match experience and lan Bell as captain dem-
onstrates this.”

Turning to the team to play Warwickshire, he
added: "We have chosen two spinners in our
side to face Warwickshire.

“But this does not necessarily mean that we
will opt for the same balance in our bowling
attack in the first Ashes Test. An extra pace
bowler still remains an option for our starting
line-up at Cardiff.”

Miller said that as the selectors wanted to
give all those playing in the two 'trial' matches
every chance to press their claims for a Test
place, England would now announce their
squad for the Ashes opener on Sunday, July5 --
24 hours later than originally planned.

The first Ashes Test is due to start in Cardiff
onJuly8.

Australia won the last Ashes series against
England 5-0 in Australia in 2006-07.

TRAINING SQUAD

Andrew Strauss (captain), James Anderson,
lan Bell, Ravi Bopara, Tim Bresnan, Stuart
Broad, Paul Collingwood, Alastair Cook,
Andrew Flintoff, Graham Onions, Monty
Panesar, Kevin Pietersen, Matt Prior, Adil
Rashid, Ryan Sidebottom, Graeme Swann.
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National Hockey Stadium
yesterday.

"Though the team failed to
get good results in the Asia
Cup, but I must say that a
change has come in their play
and this time the target will be
to reduce the defeat margins
against the superior sides,"
said Jamil.

Bangladesh under the
supervision of German coach
Gerhard Peter Rach and Oliver

when Pepe had a shot blocked

with goalkeeper Julio Cesar
stranded, but despite last

ditch efforts they failed to
redeem themselves.

Lippi defends
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"You must understand though
that playing for the Azzurri is
not like playing in the league.
It takes experience and char-
acter to be a success at this
level."

Cannavaro, who matched
Paulo Maldini's 126-cap
record for Italy on Sunday, said
he was disappointed but said
they still had a year before the
World Cup.

"We are very disappointed
to be returning home with just
one win and two defeats. This
hurts quite a lot," he told
Italian television.

"We came here to South
Africa to try some new things,
and to give players some much
needed experience.

“It didn't work in our
favour, but it is just the
Confederations Cup. We
should not lose sight of our
overall objective, which is to
qualify for the World Cup.”

Kurtz conceded 32 goals in

four matches in the Asia Cup
in Malaysia last month.

Forward Jahidul Islam has
been named captain for the
assignment while defender
Moshiur Rahman will be his
deputyin four matches.

Rajon said that they were
looking forward to showing
better performance rather
than concentrating on results
compared to what happened

in the Asia Cup.

The BHF has declared a 16-
member squad naming two
rookies Abdus Sajjad and
Golam Mostafa. Besides, it
also recalled goalkeeper
Mehrab Hossain and defender
Khondokar Hasan Ahmed
while midfielders
Ashiquzzaman and
Shamsuddin, striker Igbal
Nader, Rimon Kumar, Krishna
Kumar, and goalkeeper
Ferdous CGolandas, members

of the Asia Cup squad, were
dropped.

After returning from
Russia, the players will be
released from the SA Games
camp for the upcoming
Premier Hockey League and
afterwards the national play-
ers will travel to Germany for
two-and-a-half months to
prepare for the SA Games.

However, questions were

Federer oft
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Robson, born in Melbourne to

English parents, had looked
setto create asignificant upset
after claiming the first set and
goingabreak up inthe second.

But Hantuchova, a quarter-
finalist here in 2002, made her
experience tell as the teen-
ager's left-handed serve
began to faulter, finally win-
ning 3-6, 6-4, 6-2.

Indian star Sania Mirza also
madeitinto the second round,
courtesy of a 6-2, 2-6, 6-2 win
over big-hitting German
Anna-Lena Groenefeld, as did
China's Zheng Jie, a surprise

semi-finalist here last year.

Zhengbatdedtoa7-6(7/2),
7-6 (7/4) first round victory
over Kristina Barrois and will
now face Hantuchova for a
third round slot.

There was anod to the grim
economic context with organ-
isers announcing a freeze on
the price of the strawberries
and cream at last year's levels:
although a punnet of "no less
than ten” at 2.25 pounds (3.60
dollars) the tournament's
favourite snack was still not
everyone's idea of a credit
crunch bargain.

Hockey team leaves

raised whether the federation
would be able to complete the
league within five weeks as
well as whether the clubs
would be interested to spend
huge money for just only five
weeks.

SQUAD

Sheikh Mohammad Nannu,
Mamun Ur Rashid, Musharraf
Hossain, Rasel Mahmud
Jimmy, Zahidul Islam,
Pushkor Khisa, Zahid Bin

Talib, Moshiur Rahman, AHM

Kamaruzzaman,
Asaduzzaman, ASM Mahbub
Ullah Chowdhury, Taposh
Kumar Barmon, Khondokar
Hasan Ahmed, Abdus Sajjad,
Golam Mostafa and Mehrab
Hossain.

Gaibandha
handball

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gaibandha

Rauter Sporting Club defeated
Palashbari Upazilla Krira
Sangstha 5-1 in the first match
of the men's group while in the
women's group Sunrise
Sporting Club beat Palashbari
Upazilla 7-0 in the Cute
Handball League at the
Gaibandha Stadium yester-
day.

In the second match,
Shaghata Upazila defeated
Azad Sporting Club 13-8 in the
men's group while Sunrise
Sporting Club drew 1-1 with
Shaghata Upazilla in the
women's group.
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On 30 minutes Guzan plucked
a goalbound chip from
Mohamed Aboutrika out of
the African air as Egypt
pressed to get back on terms,
moving the ball fluently
through midfield.

As news filtered through
from Pretoria that Brazil had
racedintoa3-0leaditleft Egypt
qualifying on goal difference
which they almost improved
on 39 minutes when Hosni Abd
Rabbou hit the crossbar.

Sixminutes into the second
half and Hani Said pull off a
crucial goalmouth save when
Altidore's shot escaped El
Hadary with the Zamalek
defender using his body to
extinguish the danger.

Midway through the sec-
ond half Guzan pulled off a

fine diving save to stop Ahmed
Abdelghani's attempt.

The defender limped off
injured just after to be
replaced by Mohamed
Abougrisha.

Aganst the run of play the
US doubled their advantage
on 63 minutes after Bradley,
the coach's son, toed in a
Donovan cross from the left,
wrong footing El Hadary.

That put the CONCACAF
Gold Cup winners bang in
contention themselves as
another goal would see them
pip Italy and Egypt on head-
to-head.

And sure enough up
popped Fulham's Clint
Dempsey to head home
Jonathan Spector's cross in
the 71st minute for a famous
victory.
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a third goal we had a chance to
go through. It was great to get
the third but it wasn't until 1
saw the bench at the end that I
knewwe'd madeit."

Bradley put his team's
remarkable change in fortune
in partdown to the F factor,

"We've been impressed with
Egypt against Brazil and Italy
buttimeisshortbetween games
in this competition and we

knew fatigue could play a part if

Fairytale turnaround

we could getan earlylead.

"That's what we failed to do
against Brazil.

"The most important thing
in that game was we didn't
start well. We allowed them to
have the edge that put us in a
defensive mode.”

With that Bradley, like a
true gambler, took off into the
African night to savour the win
and contemplate his hand
before the next throw of the
Confederations Cup dice.

due to meet representatives
from Twente this week.

But whether any deal is
signed or notis uncertain.

Groener admitted the
ankle injury suffered by
Arnautovic last month, which
doctors initially said could
keep him out between four
and six months, remains a
problem.

"No one knows for how
long he will be injured. Inter, of
course, want to buy a player
who is 100 per cent fit," said
Groener.

Fabiano keeps
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He said at the start of the

Confederations Cup that he
was aiming to score at a rate of
agoalagame.

"If I manage to score five
goals, I think I should be in
with a chance to win the top
scorer award. What can stop
me is if there is somebody who
comes out of nowhere and
scores three or fourinagame.”

Spain's Fernando Torres
scored three against New
Zealand in the European
champions opening game and
now shares the lead in the
scorer charts with Luis
Fabiano. Both players have
scored three goals.

But as daughter Giovana
found out on Sunday, Luis
Fabiano is a man who keeps
his promises and he is deter-
mined to keep on scoring.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 32 Gravy, on 53 Honey 11 Sleep
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF PEOPLE WERE TO

VOTE FAVORABLY IN FAST SUCCESSION, I

SUPPOSE IT WOULD BE RAPID AYE MOVEMENT.

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: O equals W




