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Fete de la Musique, the festi-
val celebrating the World
Music Day, began at the La
Galene, Alliance Francaise of
Dhaka (AFD), Dhanmondi on
June 21. The festival began
with a solo musical perfor-
mance by internationally
renowned Lalon singer Farida
Parveen. This year, the ten-
day festival will take place at
different venues around the
city where several local
troupes and artistes along
with a Kolkata-based choir
will perform.

Ambassador of France
Charley Causeret delivered
the inaugural speech, high-
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Fete de la Musique begins with Farida Parveen performance

Tatwa' -- "Khanchar bhitor
auchin pakhi”; 'Nabi Tatwa' -
"Roop kather ei nauka khani”
and 'Jati Tatwa' -- "Jaat gelo
jaat gelo boley" and "Shob
lokey koy Lalon ki jaat
shangsharey.”

The artiste also rendered
lesser-known songs like
"Jeney shuney rakhey mon-e”
and "Shei kala chand nadey
eshechhey" alongside popu-
lar numbers "Barir kachhey
aarshi nagar” and "Tin
pagoley holomela.”

A wonderful interplay of
Parveen's vocals and Gazi
Abdul Hakim's flute during
the songs "Asha puron holo
na" and "Shomoy geley
shadhon hobey na" caused a

Photos of the so-called Kritios Boy statue are projected onto the walls of the new Acropolis
Museum in Athens, Greece. The ancient Parthenon temple is seen in the background.

Visitors admire a sculpture at the new Acropolis museum in Athens on June 21, 2009.
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Gods, heroes and long-dead
mortals stepped off their
plinths into the evening sky of
Athens on Saturday during
the lavish launch of the new
Acropolis Museum, a
decades-old dream that
Greece hopes will also help

reclaim a cherished part of its
heritage from Britain.

The digital animated dis-
play on the museum walls
ended years of delays and
wrangling over the ultramod-
ern building, set among
apartment blocks and elegant

neoclassical houses at the

foot of the Acropolis hill,
The nearly euro 3 million

($4.1 million) opening cere-
mony was attended by some
400 guests, including Euro-
pean Commission President
Jose Manuel Barroso,
UNESCO Director-General
Koichiro Matsuura, and
foreign heads of state and
government. Conspicuously,
there were no government
officials from Britain, which

repatriate dozens of 2,500-
year-old sculptures from the
Parthenon temple that are
held in the British Museum.

President Karolos
Papoulias said Greeks think of
the Acropolis monuments as
their "identity and pride,"
and renewed the demand for
the missing marble works,
displayed in London for the
past 200 years.

"The whole world can now
see the most importantsculp-
tures from the Parthenon
together,” Papoulias said.
"Some are missing. It is time
to heal the wounds on the
monument by returning the
marbles thatbelongtoit.”

Crouching 300 yards from
the Parthenon's slender
bones like a skewed stack of
glass boxes, the euro 130
million ($180 million)
museum provides an airy
setting for some of the best
surviving works of classical
sculpture that once adorned
the Acropolis.

By day, printed glass panels
filter the harsh sunlight while
revealing the ancient citadel
in the background. The inter-
nal lighting projects the
battered statues outward at
night, contrasting with the
floodlitruins on the low hill.

"We tried ... to be as simple,
as clear, as precise as we could
be establishing a visual rela-
tion between the Parthenon,
the museum with the beauti-
ful sculptures and with the
archaeological remnants,"
said the building's designer,
French-Swiss architect Ber-
nard Tschumi.

Among the exhibits are
small sculptures recently
returned from Italy, The Vati-
canand Germany.

The Parthenon was built at
the height of Athens' glory,
between 447-432 B.C., in
honour of the city's patron
goddess, Athena, and is still
considered one of the most

world.

Despite its burning by
invading Goths in 267 A.D,,
conversion into a Christian
church in the early 6th cen-
tury and Ottoman occupa-
tion from the 15th century --
when it served as a gunpow-
der store -- it survived largely
intact untilaVenetian cannon
shot caused a massive explo-
sion in 1687. Elgin, a Scots-
man, removed about half the
surviving sculptures between
1801-04, when Greece was an
unwilling part of the Ottoman
Empire.

The British Museum has
repeatedly rejected calls for
their return. It says it legally
owns the collection it bought
from Elgin, who sold it to
stave off bankruptcy, and that
itisdisplayed free of charge in
an international cultural
context.

With about 150,000 square
feet (14,000 square meters) of
exhibition space, the
museum holds more than
4,000 ancient works, many of
them never displayed before
due to lack of space in the
cramped old museum that sat
atop the Acropolis hill.

Now visitors can walk
among freestanding statues
and reliefs with surviving
traces of paint; view frag-
ments of sculptures and coins
still bearing scorch marks
from the Persians' sacking of
the city in 480 B.C.; gaze
through three stories of glass
floors straight into the foun-
dations, where construction
revealed an entire neighbour-
hood of ancient and early
Christian Athens.

The museum opened to
visitors on Sunday. Entry is at
a nominal charge of euro |
($1.40) until the end of the
year, when it will increase to
euro 5. The first four days are
already completely sold out
through Internet sales,

World Music Day celebration
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Throughout the globe, June 21 is observed as
World Music Day amidst much enthusiasm and
fanfare.

On Sunday, singers, musicians, songwriters,
composers and music enthusiasts celebrated
World Music Day through a programme at
Shaheed Minar premises, Dhaka University
campus. The event was organised by Bangladesh
Sangeet Shangathon Shomonnay Parishad
(BSSSP). This was the second programme on
World Music day by the organisation

The slogan of this year's programme was,
“Esho Gaaney Gaaney Praney Praney Bandhi
Bandhan.” Children in Baul attire added colour
tothe event.

“Music has a tremendous power over the
human mind. A special day for music gives us
all an opportunity to celebrate its significance
in our lives. People associated with music are

programime.

A group rendition of the ever-familiar D.L.
Roy song “Dhono dhanyo pushpey bhora”
followed.

A one-minute silence was observed in mem-
ory of the recently deceased sarod artiste Ustad
Ali Akbar Khan and Language Movement vet-
eran Gaziul Haque.

Leading artistes and representatives of
several cultural organisations stood united
against piracy. Royalty issues were also dis-
cussed atthe event.

Jhuna Chowdhury, secretary general, Ban-
gladesh Group Theatre Federation; Bulbul
Moholanobish, Mahadev Ghosh, Kurshid
Alam, Mohammad Rafiquzzaman, Shahin
Samad, Fatema Tuz Zohra, Fahim Hossain
Chowdhury, M.A. Mannan, Abdul Jabbar, Dr.
Mridul Kanti Chakrobarty and others spoke at
theevent.

Veteran singer-composer Ajit Roy was pres-

Poet Nirmalendu Guun’s

65th birthday celebrated

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

The 65th birthday of poet Nirmalendu Guun was
celebrated on June 14 at the Barhatta Auditorium
in his native Netrakona district. The event was
organised by '‘Nirmelandu Guun Janmo Jayanti
Udjapon Parishad (NGJJP), Barhatta-2009.'

A daylong programme was chalked outon the
occasion. The celebration programme included
poetryrecitation, discussion and more.

Khairul Kabir Khokon, chairman of Barhatta
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Upazila Parishad, inaugurated the function.

The event was presided over by Girindra
Chandra Sarker, president of NGJJUP. Among
others, Amol Krishna Mondol, Upazila Nirbahi
Officer, Barhatta; Jyotish Chandra Sarker,
principal of Barhatta College and Papia Jahan
vice chairman of Barhatta Upazila Parishad
spoke atthe programme.

The speakers discussed Nirmalendu Guun's
contribution to contemporary Bangla poetry
and journalism. Later, local artistes performed
atalively cultural programme.

PHOTO: STAR
Local performers recite poetry at the celebration of poet Nirmalendu Guun's 65th birthday.

Celebration of Tagore, Nazrul

and Monsoon in Magura

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura
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Shishukantha Khelaghar Ashor, Magura dis-
trict unit celebrated Rabindra and Nazrul birth
anniversaries at the auditorium of Syed Ator Ali
Public Library on recently. Apart from a cultural
programme, the celebration included a com-
petition on Tagore and Nazrul's songs and
poetry recitation. Around 120 children partici-
pated at the competition in two groups.
Shilpakala Academy, Magura held a cultural

programme at the Asaduzzaman auditorium to
welcome the season of ‘Barsha' (monsoon).
The programme featured songs, dance and
recitation,

With solo and group performances of
Rabindra and Nazrul Sangeet on rain, artistes
of local Shilpakala Academy welcomed the
season. Members of Udichi Shilpi Goshthi
performed dances, while BM Sujon recited
several poems.

Deputy Commissioner of Magura, Dilwar
Bakht, formally inaugurated the programme.




