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T'he "Mango, Silk and
Gambhira Festival 2009’
ended on June 21 at Green
Plaza, in Rajshahi City,
according to a press release.
The three-day festival was
sponsored by Banglalink,
A.H.M Khairuzzaman
Liton, Mayor of Rajshahi City
Corporation was the chief
guestatthe programme. Also
present as special guests
were Md. Nowsher Ali, police
commissioner, Rajshahi;
Alhaj Manzur Farugq
Chowdhury, advisor, Bangla-
desh Silk Industries Owners
Organisation and
Khandoker Saad Bin
Mostafa, regional sales man-
ager, Banglalink, Rajshahi.
Rajshahi is famed for its
mangoes and silk. Over 150
varieties of mangoes were on
display at the festival. Every
year, people of Rajshahi
celebrate these two local
assets as part of their culture
and heritage with
'Gambhira' songs.
‘Gambhira'is one ofthe most
popular sub-genres among

Bangladeshi folk songs. The

festival begins with a rally in
Rajshahi city, showcasing
hundreds of varieties of
mangoes as well as silk,
followed by a 'Gambhira'
performance.

Banglalink, one of the
leading telecommunication
service providers in the
country, believes in support-
ing local traditions and
culture, and continues its
support through events like
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Sufia Kamal birth anniversary ohserved
in Gaibandha

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Catbandha
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Renowned poet Begum Sufia
Kamal's 98th birth anniversary
was observed here at the
Gaibandha GDRC Hall last Satur-
dayevening.

Organised by Social
Endeavour Group, Gaibandha the
programme included discussion,
screening of a video on the life of
the poet.

Presided over by district JDRC
unit Zahrul Quaiyum, the discus-
sion had, among others, Wasiur

Rahman, Mahmuda Begum,
Saiful Alam Saka, Syed Azharul
Huq, Advocate Nargis Akhter
Banu, Nowsher Alam and Belal
Hossain.

The speakers highlighted
different aspects of Sufia Kamal,
She was a pioneer in generating
awareness on women's rights
and founder of Mahila Parishad,
She was also the founder of cul-
tural organisation Chhayanaut
and was actively involved in the
Language Movement and the
Liberation War, the speakers
pointed out.

An enthralled audience at the Kirtan festival.

Kirtan performance in Mymensingh

Sampraday (of Madaripur) f
Bimol Krishna Sampraday (of
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Khulna), Biswabandhu
Sampraday (of Gopalganj).
Professor Mihir Ghosh (from
Pabna), Sri Amal Banerjee
(from Dhaka) and Shri
Benimadhab Das (from
Naogaon) enthralled the
devotees with ‘Leela Kirtan'
renditions well into the night.

Devotees from greater

Mymensingh, Gazipur,
Dhaka, Sylhet, Narsingdi and
Narayanganj thoroughly

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh,

A 23-day ' programmme 'titled '
‘Bhagbat Dharmotshab' (reli-
gious festival) concluded at
Durgabari temple in the district
town recently. The programme
included 'Leela Kirtan' (poetic

philosophies of Lord Krishna),
‘Nagar Kirtan' and sharing of
prasad’ (food or any gift that
has been first offered in wor-
ship) among the devotees.
Bhagbat Dharmotshab Com-
mittee, Mymensingh organised
theevent.

For the concluding cere-

from the Durgabari temple
accompanied by ‘kirtaniya’
(kirtan singers). " ' *

Among ‘the groups that
performed 'kirtan' were:
Gourasundar Sampraday (of
Bagerhat), Nityananda
Sampraday (of Khulna),
Bedbani Sampraday (of

enjoyed the programme.
A display of everyday com-

modities added a“ tinge of -

variety to the festival.

Shankar Saha of Durgabari
Bhagbat Dharmotshab Com-
mittee asserted that this is the
longest religious programme

Visitors browse the silk collection. this. description of the life and mony, arally was broughtout Comilla), Sudharam of the year.
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