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PADMA BRIDGE g‘orm lglatior}gl
Choose Dohar-Bhadrasan Commision

Leaders of some non-
government organisations
(NGOs) yesterday urged the
government to form a constitu-
tional and in ent 'Na-
tional Peace and Security
Commission’ to clamp down
illegal arms, terrorism and
militancy in the country.
The NGOs, including
Bangladesh Development
Partnership Centre (BDPC),
esh Network on Small
Arms (BANSA) and South Asian
Alliance for Poverty Alleviation
made this demand at a press
conference at Dhaka Reporters
Unity (DRU) in observance of
the 'Global Week of Action
Against Gun Violence-2009°,

site to save Tk 10,000cr

Speakers urge govt

highway from Hemayetpur to Dhaka and
15 kilometre highway from Talma of
Faridpur to be linked with the bridge
which may cost an additional amount of
75 million. But it will save Tk 10,000 crore
during total construction process.”
According to a study of Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
the length of the bridge at Mawa-Jajira site
would be 6.2 kilometre and it would cost
$1,074 million, he said, adding that on the
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Ambassador of the Netherlands Bea Ten Tusscher calls on Leader of the Opposition in Parliament

and BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at her Gulshan office in the city yesterday.

of the site, to make the site perfect.

Enamul also viewed for constructing
1.5-kilometre guide embankment on both
sides of the bridge.

He presented some positive aspects of
the bridge at this site, including ensuring
more security of the bridge by controlling
the course of the river, avoiding the Mawa-
Jajira, the most erosion-hit site, and resolv-
ing disputes between the people of south
and south-western parts of the country,
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Speakers at a roundtable yesterday called
on the government to construct Padma
Bridge at Dohar-Char Bhadrasan site
instead of Mawa-Jajira site to save at least
Tk 10,000 crore.

“The government should reconsider its
decision of constructing the Padma Bridge
at Mawa-Jajira site, because it will cost
more Tk 10,000 than Dohar-Char

Govt firm to implement
RTI Act: PM
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tion of Padma Bridge and national interest’
organised by Centre for Studies in Social
Transmission at the National Press Club in

the city.

Presenting a keynote paper, engineer
Md Enamul Haque, former director gen-
eral of Water Development Board and
coordination of the centre, said, “If the
bridge is constructed at Dohar-Char
Bhadrasan site, it will require 35 kilometre

said hard soil of the leftside and hard point,
constructed byWater Development Board,
on right side of the site would really be
suitable for construction of the bridge,
which isabsentatMawa-Jajira point.

He also opined for constructing
another two kilometre hard point in
Dulshara area, the left
strengthening the existing hard point of
Haziganj at Char Bhadrasan, the right part

part of the site, and

company for unveiling some incorrect and
inadequate information to the govern-
mentand the countrymen 'intentionally’.
Prof Sirajul Islam, president of the
centre, chaired the meeting, while Ahmed
Kamal of Dhaka University, Anwar Parvez,
former chief engineer of Bangladesh
InlandWater Transport Authority (BIWTA),
and engineers Shahidullah and Anisur
Rahman were present at the roundtable.

Programmes
to observe
Roth Jatra
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Bangladesh unit of
International Society for
Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) has chalked out a
nine-day programme to observe
Roth Jatra, a religious

Don't get panicked

about swine flu
Says health minister
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Health Minister Prof AFM
Ruhul Haque yesterday reas-
sured people that there is no

knowledge.

President of the society Prof
ANM Ziaur Rahman presided
over the session while Vice
Chancellor of BSMMU Prof Pran
Gopal Dutta, Secretary General

Class timing
to remain
unchanged

UNB, Dhaka

Despite Bangladesh set clocks
forward by an hour, class tim-
ing of country's all the educa-
tional institutions will remain
unchanged according to the
new time set.

ment is committed to imple-
menting the Right to
Information (RTI) Act which
will ensure the welfare of the
poor, marginalised and disad-
vantaged people.

“Our greatest enemy 1S
poverty and we must work
together to eliminate it. I
know that right to informa-
tion at the right time helps the
poor to ensure their welfare. |
want to see this law works for
the poor and disadvantaged
people,” said Hasina In a

tions and citizens' at
Sheraton Hotel in the city.

The prime minister was the
chief guest of the conference
but she could not attend it due
to unavoidable circum-
stances.

Agriculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury, who attended the
function as chief guest, read
out the message which also
said, “My government has
enacted the law and is com-
mitted to implement it to

establish a corruption-free

the initial stage butit becomes
perfect gradually.

“Let us not be too critical
about the law at this stage. |
urge you to uphold the spiritof
the law and start implement-
ing it with positive attitude,”
she added.

Hasina hoped that the law
will help improve the image of
Bangladesh in the comity of
nations as a country commit-
ted to setting up a transparent
and accountable governance
system.

Reduce dependency on
groundwater

Speakers say at roundtable

the world. These organisations
earlier submitted memoran-
dums to the prime minister,
foreign minister, law minister
and the home minister as part of
their weeklong pro es,
Sharif A Kafi, director of
BDPC, Prof Dr Rashid-e-
Mahbub, former president of
Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) and country
representative of South Asian
Alliance for Poverty Alleviation,
Rubina Yasmin of BANSA, Noor
Jahan Khanam and Mizanur
Rahman also demanded to
constitute a peace commission
forSouth Asia.

The leaders of the NGOs
urged the government to invest
more in the sector and enhance
the allocation in the budget for
creating employment. They
demanded to the government
to introduce one-way educa-
tion system and bring the
madrasa education under the
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CPB blames govt
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South Asian countries.
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Country's highest temperature 37.8 degrees Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Chuadanga and lowest 25.1 degrees
Celsius at Srimongal.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Nirapad, Care Bangladesh and
Brac University jointly organise a
roundtable on 'Sustainable risk
reduction in Bangladesh:
Opportunities and challenges for
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school, we have not
only memories but also

the art competition for chil-
dren titled 'Mercantile Bank
Boishsakhi Chhabi Ako
Josththe Prodorshoni’ organ-
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The Greater Comilla History,
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