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33 rebels said killed

in Afghanistan

Coalition soldier, 6 civilians slain

killed in an attack on his convoy in eastern

AFP, Kandahar/ Kabul

Afghan authorities yesterday said 33 militants
were killed in an air strike and other operations in
the insurgency-hit southern province ol

Helmand.

Twenty-six Taliban were killed in an air strike
conducted by foreign forces near the town of
Lashkar Gah late Friday, said Daud Ahmadi, a
spokesman for the local administration there,

"A group of Taliban were targeted from the air
by coalition forces. Twenty-six enemy fighters
were killed in that strike,” Ahmadi told AFP. He
said the rebels left their dead comrades behind as

theyfled the scene

The US-led coalition denied involvement in
the incident while Nato's International Security
Assistance Force could not immediately provide

informaton.

General Sher Mohammad Zazai, the com-
mander of the Afghan army for southern
Afghanistan, said seven other rebels were killed
elsewhere in Helmand the same day.

The general said the rebels were killed during
operations recenty launched across southern
Afghanistan to push back the militants from their
strongholds ahead of presidental polls in August.

Earlier a soldier in the US-led coalition was

s o

Afghanistan on Saturday, the force said, a day after
three other international troops lost their lives in
the fight against the Taliban.

Afghan authorities meanwhile reported that

six civilians were killed when a roadside bomb

Friday.

since 2001,

tore through their vehicle in the western province
of Heratlate Friday.

"A coalition service member was killed during
an attack on a convoy in eastern Afghanistan..,
today,” the coalition said inastatement.

It did not give further details including the
exactlocationwhere the incident took place.

Hours earlier, the separate Nato-led
International Security Assistance Force
announced thatone of its soldiers was killed by an
improvised bomb in southem Afghanistan. A
total of four foreign troops have been killed since

With the latest casualties, 146 foreign soldiers
have died since the start of this year, the bloodiest

There are close to 90,000 foreign, mainly
Western, forces based in Afghanistan fighting an
increasingly bloody insurgency being waged by
the Taliban since they were ousted from power in
aUS-led offensiveinlate 2001.

Brown 'hurt'
and could
'walk away
tomorrow'

AFP, London

British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown admitted he had been
“hurt” by criticism aimed at
him and said he could easily
‘walk away from all of this
tomorrow”, in an interview
published yesterday.

Brown told The Guardian
newspaper that he would not
be worried if he never saw his
Downing Street office again
and accepted he was not the
communicator he would like
to be.

Brown's authority has been
shaken by the resignation of
several ministers -- some
accompanied with sharp
personal attacks -~ the law-
makers' expenses scandal and
a heavy drubbing for his gov-
erning Labour Party in recent
BEuropean Parliament and
English local elections.

Though Labour is well
behind in the opinion polls
with a general election due
inside 12 months, Brown
insisted he could lead Labour
Lo victory.

PHOTO: AFP

Supporters of the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) chant slogans during a torch rally in
protestagainst the government in Kathmandu on Friday. Maoist demonstrators have been protesting
daily fellowing the collapse ofthe gx-rebels’ government after Nepalese president vetoed the Maoist
governmentfrom sacking the head of thearmy: y 2K

Sénction tb harden DPRK stance

AFP, Seoul

North Korea said Saturday UN
sanctions would not work on
the communist state but only
harden its will to build up its
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the moves would meet
unspecified retaliatory steps.

"It is rnidiculous and con-
temptible for enemy forces to
clamour for toughening sanc-
tions and blockade against

North Korea would
respond to "rifle shots with
gun shots, gun shots with
missiles and nuclear weapons
with nuclear weapons.”

"Our determination to

Truck borﬁb kilis éS

i ; PHOTO. AFP
Palestinian Hussein Shawish (R) and his grandson walk past the rubble of destroyed buildings near their new mobile house in Gaza City

onJune 17. Hamas distributed hundreds of mobile houses, donated by Turkey, to accommodate those who have lost their homes during
the December-January Israeli offensive.
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near Iraqi mosque

AP, AFP, Baghdad

Police have raised the toll in a
truck bombing near a Shia
mosque in northern Iraq to at
least 25 people killed and more
than 100 wounded.

Brig. Gen. Sarhat Qader says
Saturday’'s explosion occurred
following noon prayers south of
the disputed city of Kirkuk.

The attack struck near a
mosque in Taza, a predomi-
nantly Turkmen Shia town, at
around 1:00 pm (1000 GMT)
and claimed women and chil-
dren among its victims, the
head of the morgue at Kirkuk
hospital said.

The attack, which took place
around 400 metres (yards) from
the Shia Al-Rasoul mosque, also
seriously damaged dozens of

hauses, with police £3ving (haf 4
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many” victims &5l

under the rubble.

An AFP reporter at the scene
said the bombleft adeep hole in
the ground.

It is the bloodiest attack in
Iraq since May 20, when a car
bomb tore through a Baghdad
street full of diners, killing 40
peopleand wounding83.

The Taza bombing comes
barely a week ahead of a dead-
line for US troops to withdraw
from Iraq's cities, towns and
villages as part of a landmark
security accord signed between
Washington and Baghdad in
November.

Iraqi Prime Minister Nun al-
Maliki warned earlier this
month that insurgents and
miliias would likely step up
their attacks in the coming
weeks in a bid to undermine
Fandidence; in, [FGS Wy spgy
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Carter offers new path to

talks with US: Hamas

AFP, Gaza City

Former US President Jimmy

United States, the United
Nations, the European Union
and Russia, has demanded that
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'World is watching', Obama
warns Iranian govt ;

AFP, Washington

US President Barack Obama
has warned Iran that the
"world is watching” its actions,
and said the United States stood
with those seeking "peaceful”
justice in the post-election
tumult.

Obama appeared to send a
nuanced message to opposition
demonstrators hours after the
Islamic Republic's supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
demanded an end to street
protests.

Despite assurances by top
officials that Washingion would
not inject itself into the crisis,
both houses of the US Congress
voted to condemn violence
against demonstrators by the
governmentoflran.
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of the statemenits that have been "We stand behind those who
made -- that the government of  are seeking justice in a peaceful
Iran recognise that the world is  way.

watching,” Obama said Fridayin "We stand with those who
aninterviewwith CBS News. would look to resolu-

"And how theyapproachand tion of conflict and we believe ,f*
deal with people who are, that the voices of people have to
through peaceful means, trying be heard, that's a universal value
to be heard will, I think, send a  that the American people stand
pretty clearsignal totheinterna- for and this administration |
tional community about what standsfor.”

Iranisand -- andisnot,” hesaid. The president also attempted

Obama, who this month todebunk claims by some in the

made a major address to the

Iranian leadership that the
Muslim world from Cairo, said

opposition demonstrators were

that the United States stood actingatthe behest of the United
behind those in Iranwho sought  States, which has had a long
peaceful justice -- but took pains  history of antagonism with Iran.

to stress he was not intervening
in the crisis.

Asked whether he had a
message to the demonstrators,
who planned to hold a new rally

"Let's understand that this
notion that somehow these
hundreds of thousands of
people who are pouring into
the streets in Iran are some-
"L . bow responding '
., “teUnited States.“ [
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