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stimulate a fresh perspecuve

on the draft coal policy: land
subsiﬂenmnhoﬂmg:'k“" ia
coal mine site and human

-

resettlementissues.
“The discussions here

een highly academic.
'rll‘atreebnnngt:lﬂ“de“t
‘Bangladeshis are not related

have not been involved with
the drafting of the policy in
the past. They are not debat-

le. thou some quarters
:l:e trying glmnke the people

uspicious about this ses-
:iarl::.' said an official of
Petrobangla present at the
‘ jons.

dls‘?%?discussmts felt that

the draft coal policy had a lot
of chapters not relevant as

policy. “We all agreed that this
document should be confined
within policy matters,” said a

source.
The draft also seeks to

ensure coal reserve to meet 50
years of demand. The discus-
sants felt that it was not realis-
tic as, in the course of tme,
there would be many unpre-
dictable developments that
would demand changes in the
strategy.

The country did not have
adequate data on proven coal
reserve except for the case of
Barapukuria and Phulbari
deposits and therefore it
should take up extensive
feasibility study of other dis-
covered coal deposits.

Bangladesh should mark a
mining zone and begin explo-
ration extensively, they said.

The draft policy projected
coal demands mainly on the
basis of power sector require-
ments. But the policy should
take into cognisance other
sectors' requirements.

[n the high-energy demand
scenario, the experts find no
reason to allow export of coal.
However in some peculiar
conditions, the provision of
export should be kept there.
For instance, due to power
plant failure in Barapukuria,
the coal mine there now has so
much surplus coal that these
should be exported or
removed to other places to
ensure safety.

To develop the coal sector
huge resources are required.
This resource may be denived

from publi¢ privatg parners

ship, share market, 1ssuance

of bonds, loans from devel-
opment partners, leasing
elc.

Besides the session dis-
cussed about financial
incentives for investors and
gathering of baseline data
from the coal deposit areas.

Double PhD holder from
UK and Australia on miner-
als, Dr. Nasir Ahmed is acting
as the coordinator of the
expatriate group. Other
expatriate experts are: Dr
Saad Andalib, Professor and
the Chair of Marketing,
Pennsylvania State
University, USA, Dr
Khalequzzaman, head of
Geology Department of Lock
Haven University,
Pennsylvania, US based
environmentalist Dr Sarwat
Chowdhury, mining engi-
neer working in Queensland
coal and iron mines Masud
Hossain, and Melbourne
based Global Positioning
System and Global
Information System expert
Sultana Nasrin.

The chairmen of
Petrobangla and Power
Development Board (PDB),
members from Geological
Survey of Bangladesh,
Bureau of Mineral
Development, Barapukuria
Coal Mine Company, Titas
Gas Transmission and
Distribution Company Ltd,
Dr Hossain Monsur of the
Geology Department of
Dhaka University, and repre-
sentatives from the Rajshahi
University and the Chemical
Engineering Department of
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(Buet) are participating in
the session.

Dhaka
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neighbouring countries’
claims submitted to the UN.
ASIAN HIGHWAY
In response to AL lawmaker
Shahiduzzaman Sarker,
Hasina said the cabinet has
already approved in principle
to join the Asian Highway.

On approval of the cabinet,
a praoposal to this effect will be
sent to the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP). The
work for implementation of
the Asian Highway will begin,
upon approval of ESCAP .

6 CPI-M workers
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killed since Sunday. .

"Central paramilitary forces
are available in adequate num-
bers and they will aid and assist
the state police,” P
Chidambaram said.

Thousands of wvillagers in
Lalgarh, 130 kilometres (80
miles) from the state capital
Kolkata, ransacked and torched
police camps and houses
belonging to communist lead-
ers and stopped troops from
entening thearea.

“Villagers dug out roads and
blocked the roads with wooden
trunks,” said police Inspector
General RajKanojia.

The villagers accuse authori-
ties in the state of committing
atrocities against them and
neglecting development in the
region.

Police say Maoist guerrillas
are aiding tribal villagers who
dominate Lalgarh and sur-
roundingareas.

Earlier Wednesday, sus-
pected Maoist rebels shot dead
three Communist Party of
India-Manast (CPM) activists at
a tea shop in the village of
Jhargram, 178 kilometres (110
miles) southwest of the state
capital Kolkata, said Kanojia.

Therebelsarealso suspected
of gunning down another three
CPM workers on Sunday momn-

INg.

A Maoist insurgency, which
grew outofapeasant uprisingin
1967, has hit more than half of
India's 29 states. The guernllas
say they are fighting for the
rights of neglected tribespeople
and landless farmers.

Estimates of the rebel army
size nationwide range between
10,000 and 20,000 but litte is
known about their shadowy
leadership -- which does not
court the media and seldom
ISsues statements.

Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in 2006
described the Maoists -- known
in India as "Naxalites” -- as a
“virus” and has ranked them
along with Islamic militants as
the most serious threat to the
country'sinternal security.

Home Minister
Chidambaram said it was the
West Bengal government's
responsibility to tackle the
‘deteriorating” security situa-
tioninthestate.

“They must move the forces
to the affected areas and must
reclaim that area which is now
dominated by the Maoists,” he
said, adding that central forces
were only meant to reinforce
state police.

“In my talks with the chief
muinuster, I told him that in our
view the state police must be
given a clear mandate and clear
Instructions.”

28 Taliban killed

FROM PAGE 16
demolished during the ten-
day revenge campaign, with
Taliban fighters currently
surrounded on a mountain-
topin the Ghazigai area.

Pakistan's government
has in the past encouraged
the formation of lashkar to
help the official armed forces
in their fight against mili-
tants, and say they want to
build up and arm such com-
munity forces in the north-
west,

The military launched its
northwest push after the
Taliban advanced to within
100 kilometres (60 miles) of
Islamabad in early April,
violating a deal to put three
million people under Sharia
law in exchange for peace.

In a statement
Wednesday, the army said
they had killed 20 suspected
militants in the last 24 hours
in Lower Dir, while two more
== including a rebel com-
Mmander -- were killed in Swat

Cct,

“Elders of the area have

decided and volunteered to
organise defence committees
for guarding against resur-
gence of terrorists,” it said.
Pakistan's army claims to
have killed about 1,475
insurgents since the cam-
paign began, however their
tolls are impossible to verify
independently.

Home minister
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two Dhaka Polytechnic
Institute students and the
alleged torture of three people
by plain-clothed cops in the
city.

About the reported
involvement of Bangladesh
Chhatra League activists in
tender manipulation, the
minister once again said,
“Nonewould be spared.”

Asked about the prepara-
tion of a list of bad cops who
are failing to perform their
duties properly, Sahara
replied, "Waitand see.”

The Prime Minister's Office
had earlier asked the home
ministry to prepare the list.

b,

Outsiders

FROM PAGE 16
Mohsin Ali allegedly controls

biddings at the projectsite and
is an Awami League leader of
Phulbari. He reportedly
manipulates tenders using his
political influences. Sources
allege that he never allows
others to tender bids.

The external pressure
groups started campaigning
among the miners about three

ars ago. Now mine officials
eel that miners, like in many
other trade-union dominated
government organisations, do
not care about authorities or
the institution they work for.

"About 800 miners’ behav-
iour toward BCMCL officials
have become reckless ever
since they formed BCMCL
Miners Rights Protection
Committee in the name of
protecting their rights,” said a

BCMCL source.

According to the locals and
BCMCL official sources, a few
Bangladeshi miners including
Rabiul Islam Rabi and Nur
Islam are steering the unity of
the miners in the name of
BCMCL Miners Rights
Protection Committee.
Nuruzzaman is the adviser
and he spearheads any move-
ments for the cause ol miners
and villagers, they alleged.

At least 15 villagers around
the BCMCL project area have
been mobilised to realise the
compensation for land subsi-
dence victims, they added.

Nuruzzaman said if the
BCMCL does not pay proper
damages to victims of land
subsits{ence thenthere willbe a
movement. He said coal pro-
duction increased as
Bangladeshi miners became
united and formed the miners
association.

On May 5, the under-
ground miners went on a
rampage demanding arrears
for three months.

A BCMCL official seeking
anonymity said, “If investors
are harassed by such trade
union activities, then foreign
investment to the country will
be under threat.”

Faruk Khan
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Investigation Department

(CID) is interrogating each of
them, which needs tume. So,
the investigators should be
given sufficient ime forinves-
tigaton.

Faruk, who heads a com-
mittee for coordinating mea-
sures of the Prime Minister's
Office and the home and
defence ministries in the wake
df BDR carnage, sditl e hext”
coordination meeting on
restructuring and renaming of
BDR mightbe held on June 25.

He said BDR's new name,
uniform, motto and insignia
are now under government's
consideration.

Gaziul Haque
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heart disease and old-age
complications.

His first namaj-e-janaja
will be held at the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
at 10:00am today.

After the funerals, the body
will lie in state on the premises
of the Central Shahid Minar
from 10:30am to 11:30am for
people to show respects to the
great national hero.

Later, his body will be sent
to his hometown Bogra buried
at his family graveyard after
the final janaza.

In a condolence message,
President Zillur Rahman
expressed his deep shock
saying the death of Gaziul
Haque 15 an irreparable loss
for the nation.

"He played a significant
role in all movements of
democracy and peace imbued
with the spirit of the War of
Liberation,” he said.

In a similar message, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said
the demise of "the great patri-
otic educationist and intellec-
tual is an irreparable loss to
the nation.”

PM's Press Secretary Abdul
Kalam Azad said Hasina went
to Square Hospital to see the
deceased as his death news
spread. She stood in silence
forsome time.

The prime minister prayed
for eternal peace of the
departed soul and expressed
sympathy to the members of
the bereaved family.

Leader of the opposition
and BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia in a message said the
nanon will forever remember
the outstanding role of Haque
in building the nation's his-
tory.

Born on February 13, 1929,
in Nishchintopur village of
Chagolnaia Thanain Noakhali
district, Gaziul Haque chaired
the meeting at the Dhaka
University premises on
February 21, 1952, from which
the decision to violate Section
144 was made.

Gaziul Haque, a member of
Awami League's advisory
council and founding Trustee
of Bangabandhu Memorial
Trust and its Treasurer, also
took part in the mass upsurge
of 1969 and anti-autocratic
movementin 1990,

Haque, a valiant freedom
fighter and a lawyer by profes-
sion, was admitted to the
hospitalon Tuesday morning,
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Govt restructuring
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intelligence agencies and

formation of a permanent
Central Intelligence
Coordination Committee
(CICC) athighestlevel”.

The committee also rec-
ommended "Formation of
counter intelligence forces for
all intelligence agencies
including the Rifles Security
Unit (RSU)".

Hasina yesterday said her
governmentis actively consid-
ering all recommendations by
the national probe committee
on the BDR carnage.

The committee among
other recommendations has
asked to restructure all intelli-
gence agencies to improve
their structural conditions,
the premier added.

Hasina, also leader of the
House, said the RSU is
assigned to collect informa-
tion on BDR's internal secu-
rity and information on smug-
gling. There is no mechanism
for coordination and
exchange of information
between RSU and any other
national intelligence agencies.
~ She added ordinary sol-
diers of BDR collect informa-
tion at field level and inform
the officers. The authorities
could not notice information
in advance on the mutiny as
ordinary RSU soldiers were
found involved with the
mutiny, Hasina continued.

Failure and dubious role of
the intelligence and investiga-
tion departments have also
been discussed following
many tragic events when the
nation experienced some
major terror attacks in and
outside the capital and also
some misleading investiga-
tions over some major crimes.

Assassination attempt to
Sheikh Hasina on August 21,
2004 at the heart of the capital
also raised the same ques-
tions.

Besides, the role of some
intelligence agencies and their
officials has also sparked
controversy following allega-
tions of torturing political
bigwigs in confinement dur-
ing the caretaker rule.

A number of top tier lead-
ers from ruling Awami League
and main opposition BNP also
raised their voice in and out of

parliament against “toFture"
by the intelligence officials in
the name of interrogation.

Former commerce minis-
ter and AL General Secretary
Abdul Jail, who was in prison
for one and a half years during
the caretaker rule, in January
alleged in parliamentof excru-
ciating torture on him by DGFI
after 1/11 changeover. He also
called for a parliamentary
probe into thatmatter.

Jalii demanded that those
responsible be meted out
exemplary punishment. He
also said operations of the
intelligence agency be
restricted to the armed forces
so that the people are not
subject to their “torture”
anymore.

Besides torture,
politicisation of the agencies
or use of intelligence agencies
for the ruling party's political
propose were also among
other highly discussed issues
as there were many allegations
in thisregard.

Strong allegations were rife
that the intelligence agencies
and investigation depart-
ments were highly politically
motivated during the five-year
tenure of BNP-Jamaat-led
alliance government.

Many farcical probes into
the major terror incidents
including the August 21 gre-
nade attack, assassination of
former finance minister Kibria
are the evidence of wrong and
politicised probe.

Some former officials of
Criminal Investigation
Department are already facing
charges of misleading probe,

Most recent arrests and
statements of the arrested ex-
NSI officials stunned the
nation as the chilling informa-
tion about the role of intelli-
gence officials with the arms
smuggling came under the
spotlight.

Violated
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of those who hold sway over the

society.

Mariam, daughter of Abdul
Hanif and Amena Khatun, who
hailed from Chatmohor of
Pabna died after she fought for
life for seven days at the Burn
and Plastic Surgery Unit of the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.
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generated every day in the cit\
he mentioned.

The House body suggested
making a law for stern action
against river grabbers, and
make them pay for demolition
oftheir illegal structures.

It urged individuals and
organisations to assist it in
curbing corruption in envi-
ronment and forest sectors by
providing information in this
regard in the next three weeks.

Sub-committee members
Ekabbar Hossain, Golam
Shabur, Ghyasuddin Ahmed
were presentatitsmeetng.

BAF aircraft
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The FT-6 training aircraft
crashed just after its take-off
from Sergeant Zahirul Haque
Airbase at Patenga. However,
the lone pilot ejected and
landed safely by parachute.

Naval Commander Anwar
Hossain said their divers
resumed the search early
yesterday but were compelled
to abandon around 9:30am
due to strong current in the
estuary.

They started the operation
again around 2:00pm and
would continue it till the
estuaryremains calm, he said.

Two rescue ships BNS
Khadem, BNS Meghna and a

naval survey boat, capable of

identifying objects in deep
water, were assigned to assist
the rescue team, sources said.
The pilot Flight Lt
Abdullah-Al-Mamun was
shifted to Dhaka Tuesday
afternoon, said BAF sources.

Common rivers

FROM PAGE 16

it is incomplete and inconsis-
tent,” committee chief
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir said
in a press briefing at media
centre of Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban. '

The committee asked for
legal actions against those who
were involved in financial
irregularities,

Asked whether the former
water resources minister was
responsible for the financial
anomalies, the committee chief
said, as per parliamentary
democracy, the minister was
responsible for the actions of his
ministry. "So the former water
resources minister will be
accountable," he added.

Replying to a question on
increasing the budget for Anti-
corruption Commission (ACC),
the committee chief said Tk 7
crore was allocated for the ACC
in 2007-08 fiscal year but the
amount was raised to Tk 21
crore in the same fiscal year,

“It should be investigated to
see whether the increased
allocation was spent for the
welfare of the people,” Alamgir
said.

June 10.

“It was 8pm of June 6. [ was

1lking to Sagor, an employee of

4 computer shop in Dhaka. We
had a relation. As we were con-
versing ata garden of our village
Afzal Hussain whom [ called
uncle showed up out of
nowhere; Sagar immediately
slipped out of the garden,”
Mariam told The Daily Star
correspondent just two days
before herdeath.

“I was burning with shame
as I used to hold him in high
respect as my paternal uncle
but on my way back home he
made an indecent advance
towards me,” she continued.

“Itried toresisthimbutas he
was unyielding I threatened to
put him in shame in public;
then he dragged me into a
nearby sugarcane field and tried
to strangle me with my scarf,”
Mariam, a student of class IX at
Dolong Mahila Dakhil
Madrassa said in a choked
voice.

"As I cried out louder some
locals rushed to the spot and
rescued me from his clutch,”
she told this correspondent
while undergoing treatment at
the burn unit.

After the incident Mariam
demanded Afzal's punishment
and requested her family mem-
bers to file a case but everyone
refused to do so leading her to
the decision of committing
suicide to bury her shame, said
family members.

‘I want justice before my
death; I know I might die soon;
at least I demand the arrest of
the criminal before my death,”
she said just two days before her
death.

Her sister-in-law Rehana
Begum said, “All family mem-
bers tried to persuade her not to
lodge a case as it would malign
our familY prestige and status.”

[n reply she kept mum, said
nothing and slipped into her
bedroom. She locked the door
and poured a bottle of kerosene
to burn herself to death, she
said.

Dr Samanta Lal Sen, project
director of the burn unit, told
The Daily Star that the patient
came with fifty percent seri-
ous burn injuries and it was
quite late to get proper treat-
ment,

Mariam's brother, Anwar
Hossain, however filed a case
against Afzal Hussain under
the Women and Children
Repression Prevention Act on
June 10 soon after her suicide
attempt.
Officer-in-Charge of
Chatmohor police station,
Syed Shahid Alam, told The
Dally Star yesterday, “I talked
to Mariam at the Thana Health
Complex on the day of inci-
dent., She said that she
demanded justice from local
peopleand as she did not get it
shetried tocommitsuicide,”

“We conducted several
raids in the areato arrest Afzal.

He has been on the run,” he
added,

Ex-PSC member

Prof Mahfuzur
sent to jail
CoOURT CORRESPONDENT

e ——

A Dhaka court yesterday seng
former Public Service
Commission (PSC) member
Prof Mahfuzur Rahman to jail
after he surrendered ﬂr!d
sought bail in a graft case in
which he was earlier sentenced
to 13 years' imprisonment.

Judge AK Roy of the Special
Judge's Court-10 passed the
order rejecting Mahfuzur's
bail prayers when he along with
his lawyers appeared before the
courtand sought bail.

Moving the bail petition,
Mahfuzur's lawyer Rezaur
Rahman told the court that his
client was earlier convicted in
his absence and now he has
appeared before the court and
sought bail, as he would file an
appeal with the higher court.

On the other hand, Special
Prosecutor Khurshid Alam
Khan opposed it saying that
the trial court has no jurisdic-
tion to grant bail to any person
convictinagraftcase.

After the hearing, the judge
rejected the bail petition and
ordered to send Mahfuzur to
jail.

4 big structures

FROM PAGE 16

Hai said Khabir also sought
two days from authorities that
ended yesterday.

The drive in Shitalakhya is
to continue today for the ninth
day.

Our Narayanganj corre-
spondentadds: The structures
demolished yesterday include
a salt factory, ajute processing
factory belonging to M Wahab
and Sons, Bikrampur Salt
factory and Popular Jute Mill
atNitaiganjin Narayangan).

Locals expressed jubilation
over demolition of the
Bikrampur Salt factory, as it
occupied a part of the river
where common people used
to bathe and wash clothes.

A few labourers were seen
engaged in knocking down
parts of the six-storey building
owned by Khabir Uddin.

Nazimuddin (30), coordi-
nator of workers, received

L JBIVEY G0 B8 TRe slemelitian, ¢, demand , for

yesterday. He was first rushed
to Narayanganj Victoria
Hospital and later shifted to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital,

The authorities engaged
150 labourers, two tugboats
and two trawlers for yester-
day's drive. Senmior Deputy
Director Md Abu Zafar
Hawlader was also present.

The authorities with logis-
tics at their disposal were
unable to remove any of the
heavily built retaining walls
and foundations of the build-
ings builtillegally on the nver.

This creates scopes for the
encroachers to come back
again with makeshift struc-
tures, sources pointed out.

Akhtar Hamid
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around 5:00pm.

“Instead of Mohadevpur,
we will take him [Hamid) to
Dhaka after a brief exchange
of pleasantries with the party
leaders and lawyers,” said
Hamid's daughter Faria Tajin
Siddiki.

Talking to The Daily Star
over phone Faria, also a
lawyer, termed the sedition
case and other accusations
against Hamid 'farcical’,
which are intended to harass
him, a leader of the opposi-
tion.

Hamid's lawyers submit-
ted his bail petitionon 1 June
and the court deferred the
date over various reasons
including public prosecu-
tor'sillness.

“After this bail order, there
are no legal means to keep
Akhter Hamid in prison,”
said defence lawyer AZM
Rafiqul Alam,

He added Akhtar also got
bails in all other three cases -
- two on charge of cheating
and one ofabduction.

Under Special Powers Act
(SPA) Naogaon police
arrested Hamid at his house
in Mohadevpur upazila on
March 22 on charge of cheat-
ing and he was put into two-
months’ detention.

“The detention against
him under the SPA was
termed illegal by the high
court”, said Hamid's lawyer.

On instructions of the
home ministry, llyas Fakir,
officer-in-charge (OC) of
Mohadevpur Police Station
filed the sedition case
against Hamid 46 days after
his arrest.

Fakir alleged that Hamid
predicted the fall of Awami
League-led government
following the BDR mutiny.
The allegation added that
Hamid also threatened Fakir
ofserious conseguences.
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Opposition protests
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"stolen” their votes

Friday's poll.

Iranian state television
broadcast brief footage of
the rally.

Grappling with the big-
gest wave of public anger in
three decades of Islamic rule,
Iran lashed out at enemy

Plots,” hauling in foreign
ambassadors and rounding
up scoresof reformists.

The foreign ministry
called in Swiss ambassador
Livia Leu Agosti, who repre-
sents US interests in Ilran
amid a three-decade-old
rupture in relations, 1o pro-
test against what it called
“interfering remarks” by ys
officials, state television
reported.

US President Barack
Obama had voiced "deep
concerns” about the after-
math of last Friday's election
although he added: "It is not
productive, given the history
of US-Iranian relations, to be
seen as meddling.”

His spokesman Robert
Gibbs insisted: "The presi-
dent will continue to express
those concerns and ensure
that we are notmeddling.”

The Iranian authorities
threatened legal action
against websites which
publish material that "cre-
ates tensions” and issued a
new warning to the foreign
media, already facing tight
restrictions on their work.

The media watchdog
Reporters Without Borders
(RSF) said a dozen Iranian
journalists and bloggers
have been arrested and
many others have gone into
hiding.

Supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khameini said he would
consider a partial recount
after the opposition held
mass protests over what it
charges was blatant rigging
of the election that gave
Ahmadinejad another four-
Y('El['ti‘fﬂl.

In defiance of an official
ban, Mousavi himself called
for marches and a day of
mourning on Thursday for
protesters slain in the post-
election clashes.

And he repeated his

in

what he
ful fraud” to be annulled and
a new vote called, In a state-
ment on his movement's
website.

At least seven people have
been killed and many more
with
protests reported not only in
Tehran but also other major
cities after an election that
has exposed deep divisions

wounded in clashes,

in the oil-rich nation.
Ahmadinejad remained

defiant, saying his landslide
victory in Friday's vote

showed faith in his govern-
ment of "honesty and service
to the people.”

Khamenei, who has the
final say on all matters of
state, said he was asking the

Guardians Council, a 12-

member body made up of

jurists and clerics, to exam-
ine the complaints of irregu-
larities.

The council said it had

invited Ahmadinejad's three
challengers to set out their

grievances on Saturday.
2 U ppoiEters
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Commission (BERC)
Chairman Golam Rahman
told The Daily Star last night.

The LPG price drop is the

second time in three months.
In March the government had
reduced the price to Tk 850
from Tk 1,000in March.

The last caretaker govern-

ment increased the price of

per cylinder LPG to TK 1,000
fromTK600in June 2008.
Sources said LPG sale of the
government's Rupantarita
Prakritik Gas Company
Limited (RPGCL) dropped
significantly with increased
price since private companies

were selling at Tk 600 to Tk 700 °

per cylinder.

RPGCL had to waste LPG
worth Tk 20 lakh a day due to
poor sale and lack of preserva-
tion facilities that compelled
BPC to submit the recommen-
dation last week, sources
added.

The BERC chairman said
they had directed the BPC to
adopt modern market policy
to compete with the private
companies. The BPC enjoys
only 20 to 25 percent of the
LPG marketshare, he added.

The government has also
decided to use tags of price
and quantity on cylinders. The
BERC has directed BPC to take
measurers in this regard
within three months.

There are allegations that
the dealers oftentimes sell
LPG cylinders at more than its
original price, as there is no
price or quanftity tag on the

cylinders.
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Ahmadinejad and Mousavi
had staged rival rallies on
Tuesday, each calling out
hundreds of thousands of
people on to the streets of
Tehran, state media said.

Foreign media were
banned from covering the
demonstrations under tough
new restrictions aimed at
keeping them off the streets,
but Iranian newspapers
published pictures.,

The authorities have
warned they will nip in the
bud any "velvet revolution”
and have rounded up scores
of people in Tehran and
other cities, including prom-
inent reformists close to
former president
Mohammad Khatami.

Reformist sources that
several more leading figures
were arrested on Wednesday,
including Mohammad
Atrianfar, a confidant of
former president Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, and
prominent analyst and jour-
nalist Saeed Laylaz,

In a sign of the tensions
within the Tﬂgime. the crack-
down drew criticism from
some Senior conservatives,
notably parliament speaker
Ali Larijani who spoke out
againstan attack on students
at Tehran university.

[ran issued a new warning
to the foreign media, saying
some outlets had become the
"mouthpiece of the rioters’
movement.”

The Revolutionary
Guards, set up to defend the
I[slamic republic from "inter-
nal and external threats,”
threatened legal action
against online media which
"create tensions.”

Some phone, texting and
Internet services have been
disrupted, and protesters
have turned to Twitter to
spread word of the dramatic
events.

The opposition campaign
also moved to the sporting
arena, with some Iranian
footballers wearing wrist
bands in green, the colour of
Mousavi's campaign, in their
World Cup qualifier against
South Korea.

In the strongest remarks
so far by a Western leader,
Erench, Presidegnt, Nigglas
Sarkozy, said there was elec-
toral "fraud.” Germany said
it believed there were "irreg-
ularities.’

MPs criticise

FROM PAGE 1
corruption before elections.

"I hope this will be the end
of such culture of extending
opportunity to whiten
money,” Mazharul Haque
Prodhan told the House while
speaking on the proposed
budget.

The AL lawmaker, however,
urged the finance minister to
raise the penalty taxto 20 from
10 percent.

Hafiz Ahmed Majumder
was also vocal against the
provision. He, however, said
black money and undisclosed
money are not same. Defining
undisclosed money he said
undisclosed money is earned
legally but has not been
declared by paying income
rax.

The AL lawmakers severely
censured the opposition
lawmakers for criticising the
proposed budget saying,
those who had siphoned out
money abroad and amassed
wealth misusing power
rejected the budget.

Expressway
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New Market and the other

from NewAirport to Kuril.

The finance minister said a
committee has been formed
to ensure smooth completion
ofthe work.

The communications
ministry has also been asked
to study monorail system
during the feasibility study of
expressway, he added.

The governmenthas a plan
to set up underground rail
track from Joydevpur to
Banani. [t now wants to extend
itto Kamalapur.

Meanwhile, in the pro-
posed budget for next fiscal
year, the government has for
the first tume allocated Tk
2,500 crore for PPP initiative.
The government will partici-
pate in the initiative, and has
also released a position paper
onthe PPP.

In the position paper, some
other priority projects have
also been included. These are
construction of Dhaka city
underground rail track, flying
railway surrounding the capi-
tal and construction of Dhaka-
Narayanganj-Gazipur-Dhaka
elevated expressway. The
mode of implementation of

the projects has also been
mentonedinit,
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