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Oli blamed
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Benapole-Jessore-Kanchpur-

Dhaka-Sylhet and Tamabil,
and AH2 passing through
B;nglablndha-l-iltikamrul-
Dhaka-Kanchpur-Sylhet and
Tamabil. Both international
sea ports -- Chittagong and
Mongla -- are connected to
AH1 and AH2 by AH41, so the
ports may also serve the
regional trade needs.

Bangladesh initially
offered four entry/exit points
for AH including two at the
north-east corner of the coun-

try, when UN-ESCAP in 1993
asked member countries to
indicate which roads of their
national networks could
become parts of the network.

One of the two entry\exit
points in the north-east of the
country was at Tamabil and
the other was at Astagram,
both of which are in Sylhet.
The route through Astagram
was much shorter for linking
Tamu of Myanmar with the AH
network through Imphal, the
capital city of the Indian state
of Manipur. Tamu is a border
point between India and
Myanmar, which the latter
offered for AH connection.

But in 1995 the then com-
munications minister Ol
Ahmed scrapped the pro-
posed route through
Astagram, and retained only
the route through Tamabil in
the north-east.

*The Tamabil route is
about 600 kilometres to
Imphal from Sylhet. It was a
suicidal decision for
Bangladesh,” said Dr M
Rahmatullah, former director
(transport) of UN-ESCAP.

“There was no reason for
choosing this route, since the
other route through Astagram
could have been much shorter
with a distance of only around
200 kilometres.”

Showing maps and docu-
ments, the transport expert
said the only route now cho-
sen in the north-east, passes
through a mountainous
region across four Indian
states, through which travel is
time consuming and costly.

Sources said the Tamabil
exit\entry point is neither
suitable for India and
Myanmar, nor for Bangladesh.
When countries submitted
their route proposals in

- tesponse to UNSFSCAR,
request, India proposed a
route through Karimganj of
Assam into Bangladesh wvia
Astagram.

An independent study of
UN-ESCAP also found the
Astagram route as the most
suitable. "But the then
Bangladesh authorities were
unable to understand it,"” said
Rahmatullah, now transport
policy adviser for the
Transport Sector
Management Reform (TSMR)
Programme of the Bangladesh
Planning Commission.

He said the only reason for

# not choosing the more viable

route through Astagram, was
the then government's bias

against anything proposed by
India.
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"I heard some communica-
tions ministry top policymakers
saying: since India had offered
the route, it must had some
vested interest in it....s0, we
couldn’t go for it," he told The
Daily Star last week.

The present route-related
trouble of Bangladesh, where
the country is wanting to
change the proposed routes
once again, but being vetoed
by India, has been the out-
come of the wrong decision
taken in 1995, Rahmatullah
said.

In 1998 the last Awami
League government tried to
revert the route proposal, and
offered Astagram as the
entry/exit point again, but
failed to get India on board.

Later the successive BNP-
led four-party alliance govern-
ment offered a completely
new route through Teknaf, but
failed to get any attention
from any member country.

Rahmatullah said
Bangladesh could still resolve
the route dispute by becoming
a member of the network
through signing the AH agree-
ment, which it has been putt-
ing off for decades now.

For amending the pro-
posed route, Bangladesh now
must convince both India and
Myanmar, he added.

Asian Highway, a proposed
international network of
1,41,000 kilometres of stan-
dard highways criss-crossing
Asian countries with links to
Europe, was conceived in 1959
with an aim to promote
regional cooperation among
the main land countries of
Asia.

Once Bangladesh becomes
a part of this global network of
roads, it will be connected
with countries located bothon
the east and the west. The
transnational highway will
also open up enormous eco-
nomic opportunities for
Bangladesh.
OLI'SREBUTTAL
Col (retd) Oli Ahmed vehe-
mently denied that he had
chosen Tamabil as the
entry/exit point. "Rather it
was Rahmatullah and some
officials of the World Bank,
who tried to push the route
through that point, with a
vested interest of keeping all
entry-exit points only with
About the current proposed
routes on the book, he said UN-
ESCAP finalised those not any
Bangladeshi government.
"Asian Highway can never
enter from and also exit to the
same country. It must connect
capitals of multiple countries,”
Oliasserted.

He said Bangladesh has
always been trying for a route
through Chittagong-Cox's
Bazar to reach Gundum of
Myanmar, which complies
with all criteria for the network
stipulated by UN-ESCAP. In
November 1996, the then
Awami League government
also proposed the Chittagong-
Cox's Bazar route in a meeting
held in Japan, but that was not
accepted, he added.

DMCH finds
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According to the hospital
chart, a patient gets eight
slices of bread with one boiled
egg, one banana, 30 grams of
sugar and two ounce of jelly at
breakfast, 225gm rice, 95gm
fish or meat, 45gm pulse,
200gm vegetables and a
banana at lunch, and
nce, two eggs, 40gm pulse,
200gm vegetables and a
bananaatdinner.
The cost of a day's meal
should be Tk 75 as per the
governmentdirectives.
Patients say less than
150gm coarse rice, three or
four pieces of bread, less than
35gm fish or meat, substan-
dard jelly and very small and
green bananas were supplied.
As per the rule patients
should get mutton once a
week, but sources say it was
not provided in last one year.
Employees working at

‘DMCH kitchen say contrac-

tors supply food items ve
less than the actual demand,

but | .ey have to manage with
that.

Speaking anonymously, a
former contractor said, "We
have to bribe the authorities,
class three and four employ-
ees, officials of the account
section and the dietitian to get
the order and our bills."

“After all those sectional
bribes, we had to supply less
than the actual weight and
also substandard food, " added
the former contactor, who no
l:‘lllfl’ger supplies food after

ering huge loss.

On last Thursday the new
DMCH director visited the
hospital kitchen and caught
red-handed contractor Tota
Mia for supplying 98k
decomposed pungash ﬁsE
inste ofzoskghug[,

He ca ‘another supplier
: with 230kg coarse
~ fice he brought instead of

! medium quality fine

rice.

Though the authorities
prepare meal for 2,000 to 2,300
indoor patients, a large num-

ber of them could not eat the
food, say hospital sources.

The deputy director (DD)
of the hospital is responsible
to ensure nutritional diet foy
the patients, but they never do
anything, sources allege.

Contacted, DD Dr Qazi
Enamul Kabir claimed, "The
authorities always provide
quality and nutritious food.
Earlier we provided two
smaller pieces of fish or meat.
Now we provide one piece of
fish which is bigger."

Earlier, mobile courts
found rotten and expired food
and adulterated milk at the
kitchen. Besides, they also
found a gravely unhygienic
environment at the DMCH
canteen.

According to a survey
report of Transparency
International Bangladesh in
October 2006, food items
worth Tk 31,680 were wasted a

day as patients could not eat
those.

The situation remained
unchanged until recently as
the authorities always kept a
blind eye to all sorts of anoma-

lies

Govt mulling
FROM PAGE 16

import of gas and electricity,"
the state minister said in his
scripted answers.

In reply to another ques-
tion, Tuku said there is a daily
shortage of about 250 million
cubic feet gas in the country.
The government considers
importing gas from neigh-
bouring Myanmar, he said.

In another scripted answer,
the state minister said it is
considered that electricity can
be produced through using air
of sea and haor areas.
Electricity is being produced
in Kutubdia on a limited scale
by using airsince 2008,

He also told the House that
the countryhas a proven stock of
about 6.9 trillion cubicfeetgas.

Parties asked
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(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda
told reporters replying to a
question at the commission
secretariat,

Huda, however, said the
commission would consider
time if any political party
submits application seeking
time for submitting its perma-
nent constitution.

Replying to another ques-
tion, the CEC said the com-
mission has a plan to hold
Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) election at the end of
December this year and nec-
essary laws would be enacted
in the current session of par-
liament.

The commission would be
able to fixthe exact date for the
DCC polls after having the
laws in place, Hudasaid.

About the union parishad
elections, the CEC said elec-
tions would be held division-
wise nextyear.

About expenditure in
making the voter list and
national ID card, he said, "A
total of Tk 380.73 crore has
been spent on preparing the
voter list with photographs
and Tk 37.17 crore on making
the national ID cards,"” adding
that the national committee
had recommended Tk 384
crore 3 lakh and 96 thousands
for preparing the voter listand
Tk 46 crore for national ID
cards.

The CEC said the commis-
sion has already started
updating the voter list with
photographs which would
costTk30crore.

The commission may seek
the help of the Army and Air
Force in updating the voter list
in hilly areas while that of
Navy in remote coastal areas,
hesaid.

Election Commissioners M
Sohul Hussain and Brig Gen
(retd) M Sakhawat Hossain,
EC Secretary M Humayun
Kabir and project director of
the voter list preparation
committee Brig Gen Shahadat
Hossain Chowdhury were,
among others, present at the
press briefing.

Dutch support
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Khandaker at his office yester-
day.

During the meeting, the
minister and the envoy dis-
cussed on various issues
including different aspects of;
the budget, freedom of news-
paper, river excavation and
river training, Euverty reduc-
tion strategy, five year plan,
amendment of purchase
policyofthe government.

Khandaker said the naviga-
bility of the rivers would be
restored as well as huge quan-
tity of arable lands recovered
through river excavation and
river training.

Tipai dam
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Prof Muzaffer criticised the
government and NGOs for
remaining silent on the issue.
He also questioned why inter-
national organisations could
not be approached for help
since India’s proposed dam
project is in breach of several
international treaties.

The environmentalist
expressed doubt about patrio-
tism claimed by lawmakers
and ministers who were advo-
cating for Tipaimukh dam
[hﬂllé‘l it was against national
interests.

He called on the prime
minister to protect the coun-
try from the catastrophes that
thisdam would bring.

Assistant Professor of
Chittaﬁong University
Geography Department Kazi
M Barkat Ali presented the
keynote pager at the seminar,
organised by "Movement to
Protect Surma-Kushiara-
Meghna‘. acitizens' forum.

ormer secretar
Mohammad Asaf Uddowl
said if an upstream country
wishes to build a dam on a
river, it needs to take consent
from the downstream nations,
which Indiais notdoing.

The Tipaimukh dam would
be catastrophic, he said.

Retired BDR chief Maj Gen
ALM Fazlur Rahman, former
secretary Mohammad Asaf
Uddowlah, Engr Dr SI Khan
and Prof Dr Mahbub Ullah,
among others, addressed the
seminar. Convener of the
forum Abdul Qayyum
Chowdhurywasin the chair.

Another BDR
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Belal was taken to the battalion
headquarters at Naogaon on
instructions of the authorities
on June 2 as he continued to
suffer from fever and was
under treatment of the sector
medical officertill June9,

The next day he was admit-
ted to Naogaon Sadar Hospital
and was released on June 13
after treatment. As he fell sick
aganl:: on June 14, he was first
admitted to Naogaon Sadar
Hospital and then taken to the
RMCH where he died four and
a half hours later after his
admission at 1:30pm, the
release said.

His death certificate cited
irreversible cardio-respiratory
failure with heomoepysis and
ARDS' asthe cause of his death,
itsaid.

The body will be sent to his
homebyBDR, itadded.
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Govt's rules change
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finance minister, the planning
minister and the prime minis-
ter's finance and planning

adviser.
On May 25, the World Bank

in a letter for the first time
expressed its concern about
the proposed amendments
and after official meeting with
the ERD secretary, the second
letter was sent.

Government officials said

the amendments are being
made mainly for awarding
contracts for work, through
lottery and without pre-
qualifications, to ruling party
activists and people close to
the :
'IEhag;yalsu said the lottery
system opens the door for
corruption. The specific enve-
lope that contains the bid of the
favourite contractor is marked
in aspecific way so thatit could
easily be picked. The envelopes
are sometimes kept in a fridge
to make iteasy to pick.

The World Bank issued the
letter after detailed discussions
with government officials
concerned. The letter also
mentioned the government
logic behind the probable
amendments and the bank's
rationale behind opposing
them.

The proposed amendments
say that no pre-qualification
(professional and technical
qualification) and work experi-
ence is required for getting
contracts worth under Tk 2
crore, the World Bank said,
adding that as qualification
requirement is a fundamental
criterion in any competitive
bidding, this change would
undermine some key princi-
ples of the procurement pro-
cess such as fairmess of the
process and the equitable
treatment of competitors. It
would introduce too much
discretionary handling, itsaid.

The government says that
as a result of the articles, new
contractors can participate ‘in
the bidding at the dis-
trict/upazila levels but others
cannotcompete.

Another finalised amend-
ment said for jobs up to Tk 2
crore, if the quote is five per-
cent above or
estimate, it will be rejected and
the bid security will be for-
feited.

The World Bank said, "The
core reason is to put an end to
bidders' malpractices.
Therefore, the bank thinks that
this amendment, a governance
and anti-corruption risk miti-
gation, should not be
addressed through additional
| provisions in the procurement
framework, rather through a
firm handling of the bidding
process.”

In support of the proposed
amendment the government
said if there were a provision of
such limit, it would allow the
bidders to quote within a
reasonable limit.

The amendment provides
that for equipment/vehicle
purchase, brand names and/or
country of origin will have to be
mentioned.

The World Bank opposes
the amendment saying to
promote wider competition it
i1s essential that technical
specification of equipment be
prepared taking into account
the critical performance char-
acteristics. For public procure-
ment, use of brand names

Asian Highway
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meeting, Press Secretary to the
Prime Minister Abul Kalam
Azad told reporters after the
meeting.

Meeting sources said the
cabinet initially emphasised
the importance of the third
route to avoid controversies.
They said the BNP-Jamaat
coalition government held
three cabinet meetings on the
issue but failed to make any
decision, which the cabinet
yesterday termed very unfor-
tunate.

The decision will be made
into a bill and placed at the
parliament forits verdict.

During the meeting, held at
the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO), Hasina wanted to
know from the communica-
tions minister and secretary
whether Bangladesh has any
option to negotiate the pro-
posed routes. They replied
that becoming member is a
prerequisite to negotiating for
route changes.

"We cannot remain aloof in
the age of globalisation. We
have to go forward with the
network in the interest of
socio-economic development
of the country," Abul Kalam
told newsmen quoting Sheikh
Hasina as saying.

The cabinet also approved
in principle the Islami
University (amendment) Act,
2009, and the Government
Water Body Management
Policy, 2009,

As per the Government
Water Body Management
Policy, 2009, fishermen will get
lease of government water
bodies. Azad said there are
28,879 government water
bodies and 25,674 of them are
smaller than 20 acres.

He said the Upazila Water
Body Management
Committee would deal with
the smaller water bodies while
the district committee will
deal with water bodies larger
than 20 acres.

elow the official -

and/or country of origin will
restrict competition and willbe
discriminatory.

The government rationale
behind it is that in order to
ensure quality of equip-
mentfvclﬂcles. it would be
helpful if brand names and/or
country of origin were men-
tioned.

The amendment also says
that no representative of the
FBCCI would be included in
the review panel for com-

laints received against any
Eid. Instead a firm would be
included.

Before sending any proposal
to the purchase committee the
ministry concerned can have
opinion of the experts,

owever, a source concerned
said itis not proper as the minis-
try can have opinion from an
expert of its choice to influence
the purchase committee.

RMG worker

FROM PAGE 16 _
Rakib's co-workers found his

body around 10:00am and
instantly informed the factory
management and later the
police.

Sub-inspector (SI) Abdul
Kuddus of Khilgaon Police
Station said they reached the
scene around 11:00am and
found the body hanging with a
belt from a ceiling fan. The
family of the deceased were
allowed to see the body around
2:30pm before police sent the
body to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH), he added.

Jalal Uddin Bapari, the
deceased's uncle, said Rakib
went to the factory at 8:00am
and his suicide news came two
hours later.

He alleged that the factory
authorities kept them from
going upstairs from 10:30am to
around 2:00pm.

He added that Rakib was
suspended from the factory for
one and a half months and was
reappointed two months ago
afterrepeated requests.

Rakib's motherwhois also a
worker of the factory was not

resent at that time since she
Eadm’ghtshiﬂ: thatday.

An unnatural death case
was filed with the Khilgaon
Police Station yesterday.

Meanwhile, Pallabi police
recovered a body of aboy when
some volunteers from Lalmatia
brought him to DMCH early
yesterday.

The deceased Rubel, 17, was
son of late Abdul Kader of Tin-
shed colony at Bawnia In
Pallabi.

SI Mohammad Yaqub of
Pallabi Police Station told The
Daily Star that locals rushed
Rubel to DMCH after they
found him lying with fatal head
injury and broken right leg
around 3:00am near an under-
construction building at block-
E, road No-11 in Lalmatia. The
doctors declared him dead, he
added.

Police could not ascertain
any motive behind Rubel's
murder.

JS to get
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Suranjit criticised the last
interim administration also
for filing 'false cases' against
politicians including Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.
Workers Party lawmaker
Rashed Khan Menon said
Muhith was not party to the
supplementary budget as it
was formulated by the care-
taker government.

He however should have
spoken about the misrule over
the two years to last
December, added Menon, also
president of the Workers Party.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
lawmaker and President
Hasanul Haque Inu proposed
that the parliamentary stand-
ing committee examine the
current year's budget before
its passage.

Ruling party lawmakers
Zillul Hakim, KM Khalid and
Mahbub Ara Gini were among
those who came down hard on
Muhith for not mentioning in
budget speech the 'misdeeds
and wrongdoings' of
Fakhruddin Ahmed-led
administration.

Govt footing
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while Deputy Director
Alamgir Kabir estimated that
the daily eviction cost in the
Shitalakkhyais Tk 2 lakh.

The expenses for an evic-
tion drive include day labour-
ers’ wage, fuel for tugboats and
other costs,

BIWTA Senior Deputy
Director Md Abu Zafar
Hawlader said the ongoing
drive in the Shitalakkhya is the
seventh in a sequence since
2001. The drive was conducted
twice in 2007 during the care-
taker government rule.

BIWTA first launched a
drive against river encroachers
in 2001 following a High Court
direction for a work plan,
though it had prepared a list of
encroachers on the foreshores
long ago, said Alamgir Kabir.

"We had a list of at least
3,100 structures built
encroaching on the Buriganga
river. And it cost Tk 14 lakh to
demolish around 1,000 struc-
tures under several drives," he
said.

A high official speaking
anonymously said BIWTA has
so far filed five or six cases with
police against the river grab-

bers on charge of criminal
offence since 2001, but the
cases are still pending.

BTMA favours
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e oses or to conceal and

devalue pJuperty and
ed goods.
o) ggﬁng the budget disap-
pointing, Sarker sai this bud-
get wmfld not help the textile
and ready-made garmenlt
(RMG) sector grow as this vital
sector was bypassed in the
us package.
Sﬁn'll'll:le BEI'MA g4£:hil:':f also said
the government should not
allow the scope of moncy
whitening for three years; it
should be one year and for
some selected sectors,

He urged the government (O
identify the gainers of the

roposed stimulus package of

k 5,000 crore, as it was not
mentioned in the budget
speech of Finance Minister
AMA Muhith.

Sarker said the government
had earlier pledged that textile
sectorwould beincluded inthe
interim stimulus package,
which was declared in the last
quarter of the previous fiscal
year, but it was not done ulti-
mately.

"That means, we are left out
of both interim and budgetary
stimulus packages, which is
disappointing for us. We need a
share of the stimulus package
for our sector's survival and if
we survive employment gener-
ation will be well supported,”
Sarkersaid.

He mentioned that coun-
try's textile and RMG sectors
have been losing competitive-
ness due to irregular supply of
gas and power during the
economic recession.

So, the government should
ensure proper supplies of gas
and power and incentive for
the growth of the primary
textile sector (PTS), he added.

JS body
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to get the work order but the

work order was cancelled
without showingany reason.

“Former adviser MA Matin
excelled in rhetoric, but he
could not protect himself from
the greed of money,” Nazrul
Islam Babu, ruling Awami
League lawmaker and a mem-
ber of the sub-committee, told
reporters.

The former adviser how-
ever rejected the allegation of
corruption against him.

Flour mills
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directors Akkas Ali, Md Alamgir
Hossain and other officials
coordinated it.

Zafar said the drive went on

well, and theyscouldifinistydan's

work as the structures were
close to each other. "But a
problem we are facing is that
steel rope used for pulling down
strong pillars andp walls usin
tugboat sometimes snaps, an
we are (o on with the job
manually,” headded.

The authorities engaged 150
labourers, a tugboat and two
trawlers in the drive yesterday.

Meanwhile, portions of four
multi-stornied buildings includ-
ing three garments factories
and asix-storey house and nine
semi-concrete structures
including four salt factories are
among the illegal ones already
knocked down.

The drive is to continue
today.

Executive Magistrate of
Narayanganj Abdul Hai
decided to go for fresh marking
of portion of Chand Flour Mills
that encroached upon the
Shitalakhya, and knock it down
thismorning.

The flour mills which were
demolished partially yesterday
include Shitalakhya, Madina,
Rashid and Narayanganj flour
mills.

However, with the logistics
at their disposal the authorities
are unable to remove any of the
heavily built retaining walls
and foundations of the struc-
tures being pulled down under

the ongoingdnve.
Ang ta.Eing advantage of

this, encroachers might come
back with makeshift structures
ata later stage, sources pointed
out.

CALLTO SAVE RIVERS
Meanwhile, Paribesh Bachao
Andolan (Save Environment
Movement) andWork fora Better
Bangladesh (WBB) Trust yester-
day demanded urgent measures
to demarcate river boundaries
and save rivers from pollution.

They made the demand ata
press conference on the bank
of the Turag after witnessing
demolition ofillegal structures.

With his songs, noted baul
(folk) singer Abdul Kuddus
Boyati urged people living on
theTurag to save theriver.

Chairman of Paribesh
Bachao Andolan Abu Naser
Khan, Programme Manager of
WBB Trust Syed Mahbubul
Alam, and Prof Nazrul Islam of
Geography and Environment
Studies of Jahangirnagar
University were present there
among others,

Abu Naser said the initiative
to recover encroached land is
laudable but the debris of the
dismantled structures is being
dumped into the river, which is
reducing navigability.

"We want the drive to con-
tinue and at the same time we
wantacommittee to be formed
comprising fresh people from
different organisations for
demarcating river bound-
aries," hesaid.

Speakers at the conference
said the eviction expense
should be charged as fine or
damages from the polluters
and encroachers.

They also urged to take |

immediate steps to stop ongo-
ingwaste dumpinginto rivers.

Peace term
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also stripped it of all sover-
eignty attributes, transformin
itinto a protectorate of isolate
cantons,” said Yasser Abed
Rabbo, a senior aide to
Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas.

"Netanyahu is defying the
world. The international com-
munityshould reply by pressure
to isolate Netanyahu and his
policies and force Israel to
submit to the peace process,”
hesaid.

Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak said Netanyahu's
demand that Palestinians
recognise Israel as a Jewish state
in a final deal -- something they
have longrefused todo -- "scup-
pers the possibility forpeace.”

"No one will su pnrztr;t1 this
appeal in Egypt or elsewhere,”
tlﬁtate news agency MENA
quoted the leader of one of only
two Arab countries to have
signed peace treaties with [srael
assaying.

Sl};tegmedia of Israel's arch-
foe Syria also blﬂastcd
Netanyahu saﬂying he "torpe-
doed" peace eflorts. e

A Palestinian recognition of
[srael as a homeland of the
Jewish people, would mean
effectively giving up on the right
of return, a chenshed dream
among the 4.6 million
Palestinian refugees scattered
around the Middle East.

The Palestinians also
slammed Netanyahu for not
heeding the US call to halt all
sertlernent activity, something
they have demanded in order to
relaunch negotiations that the
two sides revived at a US confer-
ence in November 2007 but that
were suspended during the
(Gazawar earlier this year.

Asked in an interview with

NBC News on Monday about
his refusal to freeze construc-
tion in existing settlements,
Netanyahu evaded the ques-
tion, stressing instead his
pledge not to authorize new
settlements.

‘I think (US) President
(Barack) Obama and I are trying
to reach a common under-
standing on this," he told the US
network.

In Israel, the Ynet news
website said the speech
amounted to "the same old
babble,” while Ayoob Kara, an
MP with Netanyahu's Likud
party, termed it "a pain killer to
stopinternational pressure.”

While agreeing to a
Palestinian state may have been
difficult for the leader of the
right-wing Likud p -= one
daily said he "vomited the
words" -- the move was mostly
aimed at pleasing Israel's main
ally, they said.

Obama's administration has
vowed to vigorously pursue the
hobbled Middle East peace
process as part of a changed
approach to the region, and%nas
repeatedly called on Israel to
stop settlements and accept a
Palestinian state,

The blunt talk from its main
ally has raised fears inside the
Jewish state that Washington
may ease its support asit tries to
improve its relations with the
Muslim world.

The White House termed

Netanyahu's speech an "impor-
tantstep forward.”

On the domestic side,
Netanyahu drew criticism both
from within his hawkish coali-
tion, where many felt he went
too far, and from the left which
considered he didn't go far

enough.

Iranian election

FROM PAGE 16
into central Tehran in defiance
of an interior ministry ban on
the march.

[ran's supreme leader has
ordered a top regime body to
look into the complaints raised
by the moderate Mousawv, as
[ran faced a growing interna-
tional backlash over the valid-
ity of the election and the
subsequent crackdown on
opposition protests.

Ahmadinejad has defended
the results of an election that
gave the combative hardline
another four years in power,
denting Western hopes of a
change in domestic and for-
eign policy of the oil-rich
iIShiite-domunated nation.

As riot police looked on,
demonstrators, some wearing
the green of Mousavi's cam-
paign colour, streamed into
central Tehran despite the ban,
raising the possibility of tense
confrontations.

"No authorisation for a
march or gathering has been
issued and any kind of gather-
ing or march is illegal,” an inte-
rior ministryspokesman said.

State television said
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei had told Mousavi to
pursue his complaints against
the most hotly-disputed elec-
tion in the Islamic republic
through legal and peaceful
means, state television
reported.

The former wartime pre-
mier lodged a forrnal appeal on
Sunday for the cancellation of
the results, which stoked the
worst unrest in the Islamic
republic foradecade.

Former president
Mohammad Khatami, a key
Mousavi backer who was
succeeded by Ahmadinejad,
wants the results of the vote
cancelled and a new election
held, his brother said.

Khamenei said the 12-
member Guardians Council
had been advised to "precisely
examine" Mousavi's letter. A
spokesan for the body said it
would announceits decision in
10 days.

European governments
complained about the tactics
used against protestors and
added their voices to US doubt
over the election outcome,
with the EU calling on Tehran
to launch a probe into the
results.

Monday's opposition dem-
onstration comes a day after
Ahmadinejad himself
addressed a victory rally of vast
crowds of supporters in Tehran
to defend the results, saying the
passions aroused by the results
were like a football match.

"Elections in Iran are the
cleanest,” he said. "Today, we
should appreciate the great
triumph of the people of Iran
against the united front of all
the world arrogance (the West)
and the psychological war
launched by the enemy.”

The authorities have
warned that they would crush
any "velvet revolution” in Iran
and police said they have
rounded up 170 people over
the protests, including a num-
berofreformistleaders.

Relatives of those arrested
protested outside Tehran's
main revolutionary court on
Monday. "You can beat us as
much as you can, but take us to
our children," shouted one
woman as a policeman nearby
beat a man in order to disperse
the crowd of around 200.

Germany -- Iran's most
important Western trading
partner, along with Britain and
France -- joined the Islamic
republic’s archfoes the United
States and Israel in questioning
the results ofthe vote.

"The very serious doubts
that have been raised about the
free and fair nature of the

election counting process are
obviously of major concern to
many people in Iran,” British
Foreign Secretary David
Miliband said.

German Foreign Minister
Frank-Walter Steinmeier
described the action of the
security forces as "completely
unacceptable.”

US Vice President Joe Biden
said on Sunday there was "an
awful lot of doubt” about the
vote, but nevertheless reiter-
ated Washington's willingness
to engage in talks after three
decades of severed ties.

[sraeli Defence Minister
Ehud Barak, whose country
Ahmadinejad has said should
be wiped off e’ map, sdid
during a visit to France that his
return to power was "bad
news.

The Iranian authorities
have also cracked down on
local and foreign media, with
Mousavi's own newspaper
reportedly suspended and
international outlets reporting
the arrest and harassment of
theirjournalists.

Telephone and Internet
services have also been dis-
rupted.

On Saturday, Tehran wit-
nessed widespread clashes
between baton-wielding
police and stone-throwin
protestors who set bins an
vehicles on fire in violence on a
scale not seen since 1999 when
student demonstrations led to
a week of deadly nationwide
unrest.

Ahmadinejad’s first term in
office had already set Iran on a
collision course with the inter-
national community over its
nuclear drive, his anti-Israeli
tirades and restrictions on
society.

And Iran’'s nuclear
rogramme, which the West
ears could be a cover for ambi-

tions to build atomic weapons,
was in the spotlight of a meet-
ing of the UN atomic watchdog
on Monday.

Iranian analysts have
warned that the disputed
nature of Ahmadinejad's
victory could weaken Iran from
within and isolate it further
from the outside world.

"The perception of many
[ranians that their vote was not
taken into consideration will
weigh heavily on the legitimacy
of future elections,” said Tehran-
based analystSayeed Laylaz.
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other than Assistant Presiding
Officer Abul Khayer being
withdrawn from the
Government Primary Training
Institute voting centre on
allegation of irregularities.

Deputy Election
Commissioner for Sylhet
division-Khondoker Mizanur
Rahman, also the returnin
officer for the by-election tol
The Daily Star the election was
held peacefully and there had
been no reports of any major
irregularities anywhere.

The constituency comprises
Sunamganj Sadar and
Biswambharpur upazilas and
Mannargaon union of
Doarabazar upazila with a total
0f2,30,835registered voters.

The seat at Sunamgan{f
went vacant following the
death of Momtaj Igbal on April
17. District JP chief Momtaj,
standing as a d alliance
candidate, had defeated Fazlul
Haque Aspia in the December
election. She joined politics
following the death of her
husband JP's former minister
Ma) (retired) Igbal Hossain
Chowdhury.

The BNP led alliance lost all
19 seats in Sylhet division in the
generalelection.




