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Govt keen to decentralise
power, strengthen rural

DHAKA TUESDAY JUNE 16, 2009

Tk 40,000 .
looted from
restaurant

STAFF CORRESPONDENT ]

A gang of criminals looted Tk
40,000 from a restaurant after
entering there in guise of cus-

UNB, Dhaka

economy: PM

minister with crests.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said the
present government wants (o ensure a
better life for the people through decen-
tralising power and strengthening the

rural economy.

Hasina said the proposed 2009-2010
budget has mainly focused on the better-
ment of farmers, labourers and all of the
“The budget will expedite
development of the mass people,”

mass people.

hoped.

She made the remarks while inaugu-
rating a three-month "Tree Plantation
Programme 1416' on the premises of her
official residence Jamuna yesterday.

The Prime Minister planted three
Litchi and Kurchi
(Holarrhena Pubesence) on the Jamuna
premises to inaugurate the countrywide

saplings - Tamal,

afforestation campaign.

Bangladesh Krishak League, an associ-
ate organisation of the ruling Awami
League, will operate the plantation

programme.

Acting president of the Krishak League
MA Odud and General Secretary Motahar
Hossain Mullah presented the prime

across the country.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman initiated the plantation move-
mentin 1973 on the first day of the Bangla

month Ashar.

she

said,

She focused on the high quality oflocal
fruits, vegetables and meats, and said
food-processing industries can be estab-
lished and the processed foods exported
to foreign markets after meeting the local

demand.

The prime minister,
handed over one sapling to the represen-
tative of every division and asked them to
spread the tree-plantation movement

Referring to the previous AL govern-
ment-sponsored 'One Home, One Farm'’
project, the prime minister said the pres-
entgovernment wants to turn every home
into one production centre of daily foods
like vegetables and fish.

“We can build a prosperous country
through flourishing the small and cottage
industries, and every home of the country
can be turned into a production unit,” she

Describing the importance of trees in
protecting the country from natural

calamities like storms and tidal surge, the

as a token,

prime minister urged all to plant trees
across the coastal areas and on the banks
of the rivers.

Trees need to be planted on the

embankments to create a forest net

around the coastal belt, she said.
The prime minister said Awami
League always attaches the highest

importance to agriculture, as this is the

ment,

backboneof Bangladesh's economy.

She said Bangladesh for the first time
was turned into a food-suflicient country
during the last Awami League govern-
“But,
quent BNP government had again made
Bangladesh a food deficit country.”

“But, inshallah, we will again make
Bangladesh a food-sufficient country,”
she said.

unfortunately, the subse-

Sheikh Hasina, also the AL president,

urged the party leaders and workers to
stand by the people who voted the party
to power.

“By brining us in power, countrymen
have reposed a great duty on us to serve

the nation. And my party colleagues can

play a vital role in implementing our
election pledges,” she said.
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Bangladesh Mahila Parishad President Ayesha Khanam speaks at a press conference demanding
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Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
or squally wind is likely to occur at a few places over all the

New Indonesian
envoy calls on
Dipu Moni
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Newly appointed Ambassador
of Indonesia Zet Mirzal
Zainuddin called on Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni at her
office yesterday.

During the meeting, they
discussed issues related to
development cooperation,
climate change, global warm-
ing, Rohingya issue, trade and
investment, combating ter-
rorismand cultural exchange.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni recalled her fruitful

mcehng with the indonesiarn

' Foreign Minister Dr N Hasan

Wirajuda during the Bali

envoy that the existing trade
gap might be narrowed down
through increased Indonesian
investment in Bangladesh and
removal of tariff and non-tariff

tional, he also demanded trial
of just-retired army chief Gen

Adnolan organised the seminar. (Story on Page 16)

PHOTO: STAR
Prof Muzaffer Ahmad speaks at a seminar on Tipaimukh dam: Responsibilities of Bangladesh’ at the

National Press Club in the city yesterday. On his left is Prof Tareq Shamsur Rahman and on his right
are Abdul Quaiyum Chowdhury and Mohammad Asaf-ud-Daula. Surma Kushiara Meghna Bachao

tomers in the city's
Dhanmondi-27 arealast night.

They also beat up seven
customers and two staffs of
the restaurant named 'Thal’.

Witnesses sald five-armed
youths came to the restaurant
ataround 10:00pm in a private
car. At one stage, they started
beating the customers of the
restaurant indiscriminately to
create panic.

Holding them at gunpoint,
the criminals looted the
money from the cashbox of
the restaurant and fled the
scene,
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Food and Disaster
Management Minister Dr
Abdur Razzaque in a global
forum in Cairo yesterday
urged the developing coun-
tries to put pressure on the
developed world to provide
the promised aid -- 0.7 percent
of their GDP.

“I would urge this enlight-
ened forum to put motiva-
tional pressure on the devel-
oped countries that have
failed to fulfill their commit-
ment for providing 0.7 percent
of their GDP as aid to develop-
ing countries,” he said while
5peakmgalaplf.nar}rs¢.ssmn.

The World Bank organised

the conference titled 'Global
South South Forum; Learning
on Fuel, Food and Financial
Crisis' in Egypt attended by
over 100 countries, mainly the
developing ones, said arelease
yesterday.

He also appealed to the
international community to
provide Bangladesh with trade
financing on liberal terms for
importing essential commodi-
ties like food, fertiliser and fuel.

Bangladesh manages its
external sector prudently and
does not default on any debt
and hence must be provided
with trade financing on liberal
terms, Dr Razzaque told the
forum.

The minister described the

shocks that Bangladesh faced
floods, cyclone Sidr, price
hikes and lately the cyclone
Aila, and said the government
took many social safety net
programmes to ease the suf-
ferings of the extremely poor,
but frequent disasters in the
recent years remain as threats
to the poor people.

Apart from a high concen-
tration of people around the
absolute povertyline, about 25
percent people live in extreme
poverty, while there is increas-
ing income inequality, which
implies that the wvulnerable
people are under constant
threat to falling into poverty
and become food insecure
following shocks of natural

Put pressure on developed world
to provide promised aid

Food minister urges developing countries

disasters.

Dr Abdur Razzaque said it
is a must to enhance monitor-
ing and evaluation of the
programmes taken by the
government to bring people
out of vulnerability.

“We urge all development
partners to come up with
increased support to raise the
programme effectiveness and
help implement new
programmes,” he said.

“Let’s not use our produc-
tive land to produce bio-fuel
rich crops, rather interested
countries may use the fallow
land for that purpose. Let's
preserve our soil, water and air
for our future generation,” Dr
Razzaquesaid.

Ctg mayor
hospitalised
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Mohiuddin Chowdhuary was
admitted to a private clinic
here yesterday following
acute chest pains and other
complications.

Budget to help fight

poverty, ensure

Say Jubo League leaders
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proposed annual development
programme (ADP), from next

Death anniversary
METRO DESK

Today s the
11th death

| Chowdhury,
a freedom
fighter and
former senior sub-editor of
The Bangladesh Observer,

unsolicited negotiations to
favour a certain businessman,

tender restricted.
The tender was opened on

2005. Now the same job car-
ried out by the RPCL staffs

official.
The RPCL will send for

of the daily Share Biz Korcha, sixdivisions withmoderately heavy falls atplacesinthenext | | Moyeen U Ahmed, former | it had signed a 15-year LTSA  yine10anditwillbeclosedon costsamereTk5 crore. repair the unit that broke
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He was buried at Gopibagh country, Met Cur_ruptl oI Commiasran SYstem (LIS, to inspect gas turbines of a surfaced when the govern- replaced by purchasing a
graveyard in the city. office said. chairman Hasan Mashhud First phase of the contract power plant after 8,000 hours mentin 2006-07 reconstitute O RS

Economic Reporters’
Forum president Nazmul
Ahsan and general secretary
Sajjad Alam Khan expressed
deep shock at the death of

5:11am tomorrow.
Yesterday's high

The sun sets in the capital at 6:48pm today and rises at

est temperature of 37.0 degree Celsius
was recorded at Rajshahi and the lowest of 23.0 degree at

Chowdhury, Maj Gen Masud
Uddin Chowdhury, Maj Gen
(retd) ATM Amin and Brig Gen
Fazlul Bari.

Moudud, also a former law

expired in October last year
costing the RPCL around $ 25
million. The contract dictates
that the RPCL must consider
the second phase of this deal

of operation, conduct gas
inspection after 24,000 hours
and major inspection after
48,000 hours. In addition, the

the RPCL management, giving
it the mandate to clean up its
operation and end the era of
massive irregularities.

“The unit that broke down
on June 6 has remained
untouched as our insurer--
Sadharan Bima Corporation--

: airin has not given us clearance for
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emergency.

grossly thatwe decided to seek

Job description of the LTSA

because of production defect.

supply.
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