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Enforcement also missing to make matters worse

TAWFIQUE ALI

With various flaws and loopholes environmen-
tal laws In our country have failed to take any
measures againstinfluential quarters responsi-
ble for environmental degradation, experts
said. \

The foremost obstacle to implementation of
the Environment Conservation Act of 1995 is
that an aggrieved person has to take permis-
sion from the Department of Environment
(DokE) and wait for two months to seek legal
recourse under the law.

The government took five years to enact the
environment court act in 2000 to set up special
courts conducted bya joint district judge.

The court act requires one or more environ-
ment courts at every divisional headquarters.
But Khulna, Barisal and Rajshahi are yetto have
any environment courts even after a decade,
they said.

There are two environment courts -- one in
Dhaka and the other in Chittagong. That apart,
Sylhet joint district judge court has been dele-

gated to deal with environmental cases.
“The law is there but proper implementa-

tion is missing,” said Dr Atiq Rahman, execu-
tive director of Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Studies and lead author of the UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC).

The law requires Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for projects in consultation
with the neighbourhood but there is no mecha-
nism to monitor whether an EIA has been
carried out in compliance with the proper
standards, Rahman added.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, executive director of
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (Bela), said that the foremost
impediment to implementation of the
legislations is the fact that a case under the law
IS tried ata lower court.

[t means that a litigant has to fight a long
legal battle against appeals at district judge
court, High Courtand Appellate Division.

“One potential barrier is that victims of envi-
ronmental degradation are invariably poor and
powerless. On the other hand, offenders are
always wealthy and politically powerful,” she said.

The affected people usually lack confidence

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Foreign office awaits
major shake-up

REZAUL KARIM

A major shake-up is underway in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs with a new foreign secretary
taking over soon and a number of new ambas-
sadors and high commissioners being

appointed, highly placed sources said.
Some of the new envoys are getting contrac-

tual appointments. Several diplomats seeking
anonymity however said this might demoralise
the serving career diplomats, while others feel
that there is a shortage of experienced diplo-
mats nowin the foreign service.

[ncidentally, the ruling Awami League (AL)
while in power in the past had discouraged
contractual appointments. However, over the
last two decades, 30 percent of diplomatic
positions were filled up by qualified personnel
appointed on contract.

Mijarul Quayes is taking over shortly as
foreign secretary. Quayes passed from the

National Defence College and holds an ndc
degree. After serving as high commissioner to
the Maldives, he is now ambassador to Russia.

Sources said the government has decided to
remove incumbent Foreign Secretary Touhid
Hossain, and is likely to appoint him principal
of the Foreign Service Academy.

Touhid, who was promoted to this position
during the previous caretaker government's
tenure, seeks posting in Washington as ambas-
sador, the sources said.

Humayun Kabir, presently Bangladesh
ambassador in Washington, has been called
back. He is due to retire in September. Sources

‘'said Kabir is lobbying for an extension of ser-

vice, and even if he gets it, he may be sent to

Canada.
Two others, who have been short-listed for

the post of ambassador in Washington, are
former envoy Akramul Kader and former
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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BIWTA workers demolish unauthorised structures on the Shitalakhya at Fire Ghat in Narayanganj yesterday.

Experts to review
coal issues, policy

STAR REPORT

A panel of eight expatriate Bangladeshi experts begin today an
exclusive brainstorming session to give the government a fresh

perspective on coalminingissues and the pending coal policy.
The energy ministry and Petrobangla organised the four-day

session to be held at the Jamuna Resort.
The expatriates have been asked to focus on four issues --

Barapukuria coalmine's land subsidence and how to make it
efficient in future; what should be the main mining option for
the Phulbari coal resources irrespective of Asia Energy's pro-
posal; the draft coal policy; and how the nation should handle
water resources and rehabilitation while implementing a coal
project.

Double PhD holder from the UK and Australia on minerals,
Dr Nasir Ahmed is acting as the coordinator of the expatriate
group. Ahmed is serving as a UNDP consultant and working on

coalmine for the last 20 years in New Castle, Australia.
Allthe expats are coming from either Australia or the USA.
A few panel members who arrived in the city last week have
already collected data and visited Barapukuria underground
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Four salt
factories

knocked
down

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA)
along with Narayanganj dis-
trict administration demol-
ished portions of nine semi-
concrete factories built ille-
gally on the river Shitalakhya
as part of the ongoing drive
yesterday.

Four salt factories -- Alj,
Narayanganj, Uttara and
Agrani were pulled down in
Nitaiganj area of Narayanganj,

Other structures were
Narayanganj Pulse factory, SD
Flour, Bangladesh Banijyaloy,
Maa Monosha business house
and a makeshift structure,

The drive resumed at
10:00am for the fifth day led by
Executive Magistrate Abul
Kashem, BIWTA senior

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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10-TRUCK ARMS HAUL IN CTG

Top leaderships of
DGFI, army linked

Claims Sahab in his judicial confession

ABDULLAH AL MAHMUD, Crg

Former NSI director Wing Commander (retd)
Sahab Uddin yesterday hinted at links of a
former top army official and an ex-DGFI high-
up to the 10 truckloads of weapons seized here
fiveyears back.

The two attended the last meeting before
arrival of the consignment of arms and ammo,
Sahab said in his second confessional state-

mentin the sensational arms haul case.
The meeting was held at a hotel in the capi-

tal's Gulshan area two days before the seizure at
the jetty of Chittagong Urea Fertilizer Company
Limited (CUFL) on April 2, 2004, said sources
quoting the statement.

Paresh Barua, operational wing chief of
northeastern Indian insurgent group Ulfa,
participated in the meeting disguising himself
asone Amir Bhai.

Sahab gave his first confessional statement
under section 164 of the Criminal Procedure
CodeonMay15.

Less than 12 hours after that, the Criminal
Investigation Department arrested former
National Security Intelligence chiefs Major
Gen(retd) Rezzaqul Haider and Brig Gen (retd)
Abdur Rahim for alleged involvement in the
weaponsshipment.

His yesterday’s statement is similar to the
one he made to the investigators after arrest on

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Four out
on bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Five political leaders -- three
from Awami League (AL) and
two from BNP -- were released
on bail yesterday.

AL leaders Haji Selim and
Mohiuddin Ahmed, and BNP |
leader Shajahan Omar and |
Shafiur Rahman Babu, son of
former finance minister Saifur
Rahman, walked out of Dhaka

Central Jail ataround 6:30pm.
AL leader Mofazzal

Hossain Chowdhury Maya
was released from BIRDEM
hospital.
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Changes unlikely
in BNP bodies

Top brass hopes grassroots fury

to go once councils held
RAKIB HASNET SUMAN

The BNP high command remains reluctant to address the
demands from grassroots-level leaders centring the district
convening committees despite growing disputes among the
party men over the issue.

The party high-ups think that all disputes over the commit-
tees will be over once the councils are held.

However, joint conveners in a few district committees might
be changed, said sources.

They secured bail from the
High Court (HC) on different
dates last month but were
released yesterday, said jailer
Bazlur Rahman.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Govtdoubles
bounty for
BDR fugitives

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
doubled the earlier
announced Tk 50,000 bounty
for helping arrest each fugitive
BDR member suspected to
have been involved in the
February 25-26 mutiny and
carnage at the BDR headquar-
ters.

The home ministrysaidina
press release Tk 1 lakh will be
given for providing informa-
tion to nearby police stations
or law enforcers about each

absconding BDR jawan.
Identity of the persons

giving such information
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Prayer Timing

June 15
Py [ Agan Tsarmast
Fajr 4-05 4-40
Zohr 12-45 1-15
Asr 5-00 5-15
Maghrib 6-50 6-55
Esha 8-15 845
Source’ Islamic Foundaticn
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Payphones lose out to mobile phones. These booths at Kamalapur Railway Station are used as a stand for a bicycle.

Party Secretary General Khandaker Delwar Hossain is now

monitoring the overall situation, they added.
Even BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia did not show any interest

in discussing the matter at the standing committee meeting on
Saturday night, said partyinsiders.

BNP leaders and activists clashed in many districts soon after
the party on June 9 announced convening committees for 71
organisational districts. Several party leaders also resigned from

the new committees.
Many members of convening committees were even barred

from entering offices by rival party factions in several districts.
While talking to The Daily Star, BNP standing committee

member Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur Rahman hoped that the party

chairperson and senior leaders will take necessarysteps to settle

disputes over the committees.
He, however, said the issue was not discussed at the standing
committee meeting on Saturday night.
But Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain, another standing
SEE PAGE 15COL 1

6 die as bus, truck
collide head-on

RU CORRESPONDENT

Six people, including an upazila chairman, were killed and
around 30 bus passengers were injured in a road accident on
Dhaka-Rajshahi highway at Senbagh under Puthia upazila of
Rajshahi district early yesterday.

Puthia police sources said that a Rajshahi-bound passenger
bus of Hanif Paribahan from Dhaka collided head-on with a
truck at Senbagh, leaving three people including the upazila
chairman dead on the spot.

On information, police rushed to the spot and rescued the
injured with the help of local people. Of the injured, 20 were
admitted to Rajshahi Medical College Hospital (RMCH) in criti-
cal condition where three more succumbed to their injuries,

Therestoftheinjured were admitted to Puthia health complex.

The deceased were identified as Puthia upazila chairman

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Three 'muggers’
bullet-hit in
fight with cops

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three suspected snatchers
sustained bullet injuries in a
shootout between them and
police in the city’'s Rayer Bazar

early yesterday.
The injured were identified

as Lutfur Rahman, 45,
Mahbubur Mia, 39, and Noor
Hossain, 30, hailed from
Shahali area in Mirpur. They
were taken to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) for

treatment.
Mohammadpur police said

a patrol team of Rayer Bazar
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Iran cracks down on
protesters after polls

Ahmadinejad defends vote, 170 rioters detained

Analysts have warned that the dramatic

AFP, Tehran

[ranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
yesterday defended his hotly disputed re-
election as security forces cracked down on
opposition protestors in Tehran, where fresh

violence erupted.
Police said they have rounded up a total of

170 people over the massive post-election
protests and street riots, which erupted in the
Iranian capital after Ahmadinejad's defeated
challengers complained of fraud and vote-

TIggIing.
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events could pose a risk to the future of the
Shiite-dominated country, which has been
under the control of powerful clerics since the

Islamic revolution three decades ago.
But Ahmadinejad dismissed criticism of the

election, saying at a press conference the mas-
sive turnout was a blow to the "oppressive
system ruling the world," a reference to Iran's

arch-foe the United States.
He said his margin of victory over his main
rival, moderate ex-premier Mir Hossein
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

" Total votes: 800

[ TODAY'S POLL [

¥ Please cast your vote at
www.thedailystar.net
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