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Manpower shortage hits
community clinics

MAHBUBA ZANNAT

Although the government has
opened a total of 8464 com-
munity clinics, out of 11,500,
they cannot provide people
with the expected level of
service because of lack of
manpower and logistic sup-
port.

In spite of having sufficient
budget, it will be tough to run
those community clinics
without assigned manpower
exclusively for community
clinics, said government
officials.

As starting the community
clinics was one of the priority
issues of the Awami League
(AL) government, most of the
community clinics were
opened within the last four
months to provide people
with primary healthcare
support and to work as referral
centres.

But the fact is that most of
the community clinics remain
closed for most of the time for
inadequate number of Health
Assistants (HA) and Family
Welfare Assistants (FWA).

“It is not possible to run all
the community clinics with
the existing manpower.
According to the rule an HA is
supposed to stay at the com-
munity clinic three days a
week while an FWA the rest of
the days. But the reality is that
there is no HA in many wards,”
saild Dr Saidur Rahman
Bhuiyan, civil surgeon of
Gazipur district,

He also said that a total of
189 community clinics have
been reopened recently
among the 193. But there are
only 158 HAs in the district
against the post of 273, which
1s quite inadequate. The same
goes for the FWAs.

About 7,000 posts of HAs
are currently vacant country-
wide. As no HA was recruited
since 2004, manpower short-
age has been hindering the

health service and leading the
community clinics to work
partially.

“We have already sent a
proposal to the government to
recruit at least one assigned
person for each clinic as the
HAs and FWAs are appointed
temporarily and they have lots
of other jobs to do,” said dep-
uty programme manager of
community clinic Dr KM
Azad.

“However, we are trying to
manage HAs from the adja-
cent wards for the community
clinics where there is no HAs.
World Health Organisation
(WHO) also expressed its
willingness to provide us with
one health worker for each
community clinic,” he said.

While visiting the commu-
nity clinics at different dis-
tricts, the correspondent
found that most of the clinics
are either closed for its shabby
condition or partially closed
for lack of manpower, drugs
and other logistic.

The condition of the com-
munity clinic at Kamarjuri
village of Gachha union,
where people come once a

month to immunise their
babies, is so vulnerable that
people find it difficult to get
inside the clinic.

The earth has been
removed from the basement,
as it remained abandoned for
eight long years. The doors,
windows and floors lie in a
dilapidated condition while
the electrical fans, chairs,
tables and other equipment
have already been damaged
for remaining unused for so
long.

It is also very risky for the
expecting mothers to enter the
clinic climbing the stairs since
if they slip for once, it will be
hazardous for their life and the
foetus also,

Condition of Khailkur
(south) Community Clinic,
which was launched on
January 16 in 2001 by the then
lawmaker Ahsanullah Master,
Is almost the same as most of
the time the clinic is kept
underlock and key:.

The locals also complained
that without providing immu-
nisation once a month, the
community clinics are virtu-
ally non-functional. They also

-
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Khailkur (south) Community Clinic at Gachha union in Gazipur.
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help in fighting terrorism

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

Visiting US Assistant
Secretary of State for South
and Central Asia Robert
Blake yesterday assured
Bangladesh of all coopera-
tion in combating terrorism.

The assurance came when
the visiting US State
Department official called
on Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni and Home Minister
Sahara Khatun at their
respective offices yesterday.

During the meetings, they
discussed the entire range of
bilateral relations and other
issues like development
cooperation, good gover-
nance, human rights, and
empowerment of women,
climate change and the trial

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ferdous Ara
Chowdhury,
wife of
politician
and social
worker of
» | Feni Syed
2% |Ahmed

Chowdhury, passed away due
to old-age complications at
LabAid Cardiac Hospital at
Dhanmondi in the city in the
early hours of yesterday at the
ageof82, saysa pressrelease.

She left behind her three
sons, four daughters and a
host of relatives and admirers
0o mourn her death. Selim
Samsul Huda Chowdhury, an
official of The Daily Star and
head of Padatik Natya
Sangsad, is one of her sons.

Ferdous Ara, youngest
daughter of Bashir Ahmed of
Ghoramara Mian Bari, was
laid to rest at her family grave-
yard at Sonagazi.

Death anniversary
METRO DESK

lToday is the
6th death
anniversary
of Anisul
Haque,
proprietor
of the now
-. defunct
Adbiz, says a press release.

He hailed from Pabna.

Relatives, friends and
admirers are requested to pray
for eternal peace of the
departed soul.

of the war criminals.

During his meeting with
the home minister, the issue
of border security force,
community police and train-
ing of Bangladesh law
enforcement agencies came
up for discussion, sources
said.

Robert Blake congratu-
lated the government and
the people of Bangladesh for
holding a free, fair and
peaceful election. He
expressed the hope that the
ruling Bangladesh Awami
League would lead the coun-
try in line with the pledges
and commitments made to
people in its electoral mani-
festo.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni said the government
was committed to establish-
ing human rights in the true
sense of the term. She also
said the government would
show zero-tolerance towards
extrajudicial killings.

Referring to climate
change, she said steps had to
be taken to rehabilitate the
environmental refugees.

Theissue of the trial of the
war criminals also came up
in the discussion during the
meetings with the ministers.
The foreign minister said as
per the mandate of the peo-
ple, the government had
taken steps to try the perpe-
trators against humanity
during the War of
Independencein 1971.

She said on this issue the
International community
was beside Bangladesh.
Iransparency and interna-
tional standard would be
maintained in this respect,
she added. She also sought
US assistance in this regard.

She mentioned that steps
have been taken to
strengthen the Anti-
Corruption Commission
(ACC) so that it could work
freely and neutrally.

Earlier, the visiting US
Assistant Secretary called on
State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Dr Hasan Mahmud at
the Foreign Ministry and
discussed bilateral and
international issues of com-
mon interest.
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UNB, Dhaka

Thundershowers likely

said.

5:11amtomorrow.

Rangpur.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

temporary gusty or squally wind is likely to occur at a few

places over Rajshahi, Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet divi-
sionsinthenext 12 hours as of 6:00pm today.

Several places in Khulna and Barisal divisions may also

experience moderately heavy falls while day temperature

- may remain nearly unchanged over the country, Met office

The sun sets in the capital at 6:47pm today and rises at

Yesterday's highest temperature of 36.8 degree Celsius
was recorded at Rajshahi and the lowest of 21.7 degree at

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 34.5 25.2 71 64
Chittagong 32.0 26.8 75 78
Rajshahi 36.8 27.0 82 69
Khulna 354 27.7 79 73
Barisal 34.8 27.0 77 70
Sylhet 29.5 23.5 97 83
Cox's Bazar 34.0 26.5 72 77

“

expressed disappointment as
the clinics that were built
spending lots of money are
now in shambles and requires
further amount for renova-
tion. About 80 community
clinics in the country have
already gone under water for
river erosion,

The AL government in its
last regime decided to set up
one community clinic for
every 6,000 people and about
11,500 community clinics
were established by 2001 with
a view to providing people
with healthcare services. But
during the period of the BNP-
led four-party alliance govern-
ment these community clinics
were abandoned and the
present government is trying
toreopen these clinics.

The community clinics are
supposed to be considered at
the first step of Essential
Service Package and run as one
stop service centre as per the
needofthe community people.

Registration of the preg-
nant mothers, ante natal,
during delivery and post natal
services, immunisation of the
babies, treatment of ARI,
diarrhoea, tuberculosis,
malaria, short-term family
planning service and health
education will be provided at
the community clinics,

Director of Primary

, Healthcare of Directorate

General of Health Services Dr
ABM Jahangir Alam said that
medicine worth Tk six crore
have been sent to the district
civil surgeons' office and
people will soon start reaping
the benefits of the community
clinics.

He also said that if the
community clinics could be
run properly, it would reduce
pressure from the upazila
health complex and if the
community clinic workers are
provided with Skilled Birth
Attendant (SBA) training, safe
delivery could be ensured, too.

Updating of
VOler lisi e«
begins today

UNB, Dhaka

The updating of voter lists with
photographs in the first phase
will begin in 153 upazilas of the
country today, Election
Commissioner Brig Gen (retd)
M Sakhawat Hossain said
yesterday.

Under the updating pro-
cess, the voter lists will include
new voters and the people who
were left out during the previ-
ous registration while the
names of dead voters will be
listed asdeceased.

People born on January 1 in
1992 or earlier will be eligible to
enroll their names in the voter
list,

"Before going to the regis-
tration centres, people will
have to register their names
with the enumerators who will
visit door-to-door to collect
information,” Election
Commissioner Sakhawat said
while talking to reporters at his
office.

Arif on fresh
3-day remand

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detective police hoped that
they would be able to extract
important information from
Mafia don Daud Ibrahim's
accomplice Arif Hossain as he
has given some important
clues during his seven-day
remand thatended yesterday;

The Detective Branch (DB)
of Police said this in a report
placed before a Dhaka court
the same day.

The police submitted the
report with a prayer for
another eight-day remand
after producing Indian crimi-
nal Arif before the Court of
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Tania Kamal who placed him
ona three days' fresh remand.

In the report, DB Inspector
Md Ashraf Hossain, who is the
investigation officer (10) of the
case, said he [Arif] has already
given some vital information
regarding the accomplices of
Chhota Shakil who is next to
the Mafiadon.

The DB police arrested Arif
from Krishi Market area at
Mohammadpuron June 6.

The DB inspector said as
Arif was assigned by Chhota
Shakil to arrange legal aid to
get detained Indian criminals
Zahid and Rouf freed on bail,
they would be able to extract
information regarding Daud's
networkin the county.

Outgoing Chief of Army Staff General Moeen
atBangabhaban in the city yesterday.
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UAhmed pays a farewell call on President Zillur Rahman

Make NGO activities more
accountable, transparent

Speakers tell view exchange meet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Speakers at a view exchange
meeting yesterday said NGO
activities should be made
more accountable and trans-
parent.

They said financial
accountability and transpar-
ency are very much needed for
their smooth functioning,

The meeting titled 'Prob-
lems regarding good gover-
nance in NGO sector and their
solutions' was organised by
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) in associa-
tion with NGO Affairs Bureau,
Manusher Jonno Foundation,
Brac and Oxfam at Sylhet Zila
Parishad auditorium with
Deputy Commissioner
Sazzadul Hasan in the chair,

Divisional Commissioner
Dr Zafar Ahmed Khan was the
chief guest at the meeting
which was also addressed by
Editor and Publisher of The
Daily Star Mahfuz Anam, also
a member of TIB Trustee
Board, as guestof honour.

TIB Executive Director Dr
Iftekharuzzaman moderated
the meeting where Ashfaqul
Amin Mukut of NGO Bureau
and Sadhan Kumar Das of TIB
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presented papers.

NGO Affairs Bureau
Director General Mushtaque
Hasan Md Iftekhar and Brac's
Director (Training) Shipa
Hafeeza spoke on the theme of
the meeting which was
attended by over 100 govern-
ment officials, TIB office-
bearers and NGO leaders from
fourdistricts of the division.

The speakers said close
coordination between the
NGOs and the government is
needed to ensure good gover-
nance in NGO sector.

They said now a days the
NGOs are working as partners
of the government in develop-
ment process.

The speakers said more
accountability and more
transparency are needed for
the growing number of NGOs
in the country.

Corruption and irregulari-
ties stand in the way of NGO
activities, theyadded.

The speakers stressed the
need for wider monitoring of
NGO activities and openness
of all information for the
stakeholders.

There should be specific
rules for appointing retired
government officials to NGO
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posts, theyopined.

The divisional commis-
sloner said itis not possible for
the government alone to
carryout all development
activities, and as such the
NGOs are to work as develop-
ment partners.

They have developed
management skills and local
levelleadership, but establish-
ment of good governance is a
must for their total success, he
added.

"Our NGOs have already
achieved worldwide apprecia-
ton. Brac's non-formal edu-
cation has been replicated in
43 countries. The micro-credit
programme is also a globally
accepted programme,” said
MahfuzAnam.

For few NGOs, all cannot
be blamed, and they should
attain financial accountabil-
ity and transparency, he said,
adding that close under-
standing between the govern-
ment and NGOs should be
ensured to develop a further
workable system.

The deputy commissioner
suggested setting up division
level offices of NGO Affairs
Bureau to strengthen the
monitoring of NGO activities.

L.t Gen Mubeen
takes over as
army chief
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Lt Gen Md Abdul Mubeen will
take over as the chief of army
stafftoday.

He will succeed Army Chief
General Moeen U Ahmed.

The outgoing army chief,
who was appointed to this post
on July 15, 2005, will go into
retirement the same day on
completion of his tenure of
service.

Lt Gen Mubeen will also be
promoted to the rank of gen-
eral with effect from today.

Sources said the chiefs of
naval staff and air staff would
decorate Mubeen with the rank
badge at a programme in
presence of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at the office of
Armed Forces Division in
Dhaka cantonment in the
afternoon.

In the first week of this
month, President Zillur
Rahman appointed Mubeen as
the new army chief for three
years from June 15, 2009 to June
15,2012.

Outgoing Army Chief
Moeen went to Bangabhaban
to pay a farewell call on the
president.

Moeen's tenure was sched-
uled to expire on June 15, 2008,
but in April 2008, then presi-
dentlajuddin Ahmed extended
his job forone year.

Moeen was one of the
architects of the 1/11 political
changeover during the last
caretaker government regime.

He took a leading role in
backing the interim govern-
ment that lasted for two years
and culminated with the gen-
eral elections on December 29,
2008.

The newly appointed army
chief hails from Kishoreganj.
He was made PSO of the Armed
Forces Division from major
general rank on June 4, 2008,
He was general commanding
officer of Jessore and 24th
Infantry Division in
Chittagong.

Son of Major Baseth and an
ex-cadet of Mirzapur Cadet
College, Mubeen was commis-
sioned in November, 1977 asan
infantry officer from the third
Short Course of Bangladesh
Military Academy.
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united to foil
plot against

democracy
Says Matia

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BEIRATn S e

Sylhet Divisional Commissioner Dr Zafar Ahmed Khan speaks at a view exchange meeting on 'Prob-
lems regarding good governance in NGO sector and its solutions' at Sylhet Zila Parishad auditorium

yesterday.

Withdraw duty on
newsprint: Ershad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Terming the proposed budget
a 'pro-people budget’, Jatiya
Party (JP) Chairman Hussein
Muhammad Ershad yesterday
said opportunity to whiten the
undisclosed money and
impose import duty on news-
print are the negative sides of
the budget.

He, however, said consider-
ing the political as well as
national interest, they support
the opportunity of whitening
the undisclosed money, but
the time frame for whitening
black money should be lim-
ited to one year instead of
three years.

Urging the finance minister
to withdraw the proposed
duty on newsprint, Ershad
sald newspaper industry
would be affected badly if the
proposed five percent import
dutyis notwithdrawn.

The JP chairman said this at
a press conference on the
proposed budgetat his Banani
office in the city where party
leaders Anisul [slam Mahmud
and Ruhul Amin Hawlader
were present, among others.

On the provision of whiten-
ing black money, he said they
do not support it ethically, but
It 1s necessary for the country
due to existing global melt-
down. But such opportunity
should not be given for pur-
chasing flat.

“Such provision is needed
touse the siphoned-off money
to serve the country's interest,
but these money should be
invested only in industrial
sector.”

Applauding the proposed
budget, the former president
said it is a big budget but not

illogical or unrealistic, even it
isnotahighambitious atall.

“There are a lot of positive
sides in the budget, even many
of our electoral pledges like
agriculture and rural develop-
ment have been accommo-
dated in the budget. So, the
countrymen have accepted
the budget cordially.”

Ershad, a former military
dictator, also said that as a
grand alliance partner, his
party will cooperate with the
government to implement the
budget to meet the people’s
expectatons.

One stabbed
to death

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A gang of criminals stabbed a
man to death in the city's
Dakkhinkhan areayesterday.

The dead was identified as
Md Abdur Rashid, 45, a resi-
dent of Chalaban at Hajipara
in Dakkhinkhan.

The police said the gang of
four to five criminals
equipped with sharp weapons
attacked Rashid around
9:30pm, leaving him critically
injured.

Local people rushed him to
a nearby but he died on the
way, police said adding that
Rashid disclosed the names of
attackers before his death.

But police declined to
disclose the names for the
sake of investigation.

Police suspect that previ-
ous enmity with some local
people might have been the
reason behind the killing,

BATB launches
afforestation
programme

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

British American Tobacco
Bangladesh (BATB) launched
its Afforestation Programme
2009 at Agargaon in the-city
yesterday as part of its corpo-
rate social responsibility.

BATRB's afforestation drive is
the largest by any private sector
entityin the country:.

Chairman of the company
Golam Mainuddin said this
year BATB will distribute a total
of 3.5 million saplings free of
cost around the country. Of
them, one lakh saplings will be
distributed in Dhaka city.

The saplings include variet-
ies of local fruit-bearing plants,
coniferous plants, medicinal
plants and some high-yielding
exoticspecies.

The city dwellers can collect
the saplings from Krishibid
Udyan Nursery near the
Department of Environment at
Agargaon.

The BATB chairman said,
“When we first started the
initiative in the 80s, people did
not show much interest. We
distributed saplings to tobacco
farmers at first and gave them
money to nurture the plants. It
became popular after a long
motivation campaign.”

BATB received five national
awards for its special contribu-
tion to afforestation across the
country.

BATB Managing Director
Alan Davy said saving the trees
is very important for
Bangladesh. Its necessity was
demonstrated quite well dur-
ing the cyclone Sidr by the
Sundarbans.

“The fight against climate
change is a shared responsi-
bility. We all have to do our
part for the next generation’,
headded.

Agriculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury yesterday urged
the people from all walks of
life, especially the politicians,
to remain united to foil any
conspiracy against the coun-
try’s democracy, sovereignty
and nationality.

“The evil spirits of
Pakistani autocratic rulers are
still active to carry out militant
activiies aiming at creating
anarchy across the country
and destabilising democracy.
But we have to remain alert to
foil the ill motives and struggle
to establish the nation as a
secular, democratic one,” she
said.

The minister was address-
Ing a memorial meeting com-
memorating the 31st death
anniversary of Comrade
Sukhendu Dastagir, an anti-
British movement hero and a
leftist politician, organised by
Bangladesh Sammabadi Dal
(ML) at the National Press
Club in the city.

Matia also recalled the
contribution of Sukhendu to
different justice movement,
especially anti-British move-
ment.

Industries Minister Dilip
Barua, also president of
Sammabadi Dal, presided
over the meeting.

DHAKA
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Seminar

Independent University,
Bangladesh (IUB) organises a |
seminar on The 2008 US financial
crisis: Causes and stages'. Venue:
IUB campus, Bashundhara. Time:
4.30pm.

Seminar on AIDS

Shaheed Dr Fazle Rabbee
Foundation organises @ seminar
on role of youths in preventing
HIV/AIDS. Venue: Eastern |

University auditorium. Time:
11:00am.

Seminar

Surma Kushiara Meghna Bachao
Andolan organises a seminar on

Tipaimukh dam: meas
of Bangladesh'. Venue: National

Press Club. Time: 10:30am.
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