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Sunamganj-2

by-election

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Svihet

Last-minute electioneering
for Sunamganj-4 bypolls
yesterday marked hectic
campaign by leaders of both
rival camps.

The candidates preferred
rural people to townsfolk and
made housc-to-house con-
tacts to woo the voters for the
byelection scheduled for
tOMOoIrow.

The campaign was set to
end yesterday midnight.

The Returning Officer told
The Daily Star yesterday that
all necessary steps were taken
for peaceful holding of elec-
tion. Eighteen teams, all
headed by magistrates, will be
there while three teams of law
enforcers under his guidance
will be on duty on the polling
day. The number of polling
centres in the constituency is
105, he added.

Till yesterday, there was no
report of any untoward inci-

tOMMorrow

dent anywhere in the constit-
uency.

Campaigning for three
days for former |S Whip Fazlul
Haque Aspia, BNP's Brigadier
Hannan Shah (retired) left
Sunamganj yesterday while
none of the central AL men
came to join campaign for the
grand alliance candidate.

AL-backed grand alliance
nominee Md Matiur Rahman
who is also the acting district
AL chief, joined a number of
rallies in Sunamganj and in
Doarabazar.

The contest is expected to
be limited between the AL and
BNP runners, as Krishak
Mohammad Sadeque is the
other candidate, a number of
voterssaid yesterday.

Sunamgan)-4 constituency
iIs comprised of Sunamgan,
Sadar and Biswambharpur
upazilas and Mannargaon
union of Doarabazar upazila
having a total of 2,30,835
voters.

25 Shibir men
sued for attack
on RU BCL
activists

RU CORRESPONDENT

A case was filed with Motihar
police station on Thursday
against 25 Islami Chhatra
Shibir cadres in connection
with stabbing of two activists
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) Rajshahi University unit
on the campus on Wednesday
night.

Injured Mizanur Rahman
Swapan and Ismail Hossain
are undergoing treatment at
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital (RMCH).

The case filed by RU BCL
activist Mehedi Hassan
stated that a group of 25
Shibir cadres led by Sirajus
Salekin carrying sharp
weapons, firearms, hand
bombs and iron rods sur-

rounded BCL activists
Swapon and Ismail near the
university,

They stabbed Swapan and
[smail for their link with BCL
RU unit.

Following the case, Motiher
police arrested Sirajus Salekin,
former president of Shibir
Binodpur unit, from Binodpur
Bazar area.

Mangao tradersjong to see cust
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rs.at Sadar Ghat marketin Chapainawabganj. They blame

import of low quality, low priced Indkan mangoes for the situation. |

Woes of mango traders

RABIUL HASAN, Chapainawabganj

Mango traders in Chapainawabganj, the
largest mango producing districtin the coun-
try are making serious losses due to import of
huge quantities of mangoes from India.

According to Sonamasjid land port offi-
cials, at least 33 trucks of Indian mangoes
made inroads into country in March, 186
trucks in April, 388 trucks in May and 211
trucks thismonth till Jane 10.

Those mangoes cost around TK 15 a kg,
while the local varieties are sold in the market
betweenTK 40 and 60 perkg, sources said.

While visiting the local markets, includ-
Ing Sadar Ghat and Kansat in the district, this
correspondent found that the popular local
varieties were hardly sold at prices upto the
expectation of the traders. They were com-
pelled to sell a maund of Gopal Bhogue at Tk
1800-1900, Khirshapat (Himsagar) at Tk
2000-2200, Langra Tk 2200-2500 and Guti
varieties at Tk 1000-1400 only.

Most mango traders alleged that due to
consumption of low quality imported man-
goes their business is now at stake.

Asadullah and Rabbul Hossain, two
traders at Sadar Ghat in the town said, this
year they had expected higher prices due to
less production of mangoes in the area. But
import of low priced Indian mangoes in
different parts of the country has turned
their dream into nightmare.

"If the import of low quality mangoes at

such low prices continues, our investment
will make no returns and the orchard owners
may have to rethink about the trade,"” said

Asadullah.

Shafiqul Islam at Kansat Bazar in
Shibgonj, the largest mango market in the
district said the importers bring immature
and low standard mangoes from India just
for higher profit while the local traders count
huge losses.

Abu Bakkar Siddiqui of Kansat said, he
leased a mango orchard this year for Tk 18 lakh.
But ull date he could recover only Tk 3 lakh and
feared he mightincuraloss of Tk 7 lakh.

According to the Department of Agriculture
Extension (DAE) officials, about 22,300 hect-
ares were marked as mango orchard in five
upazilas in the district. DAE fixed a target of 1.5
lakh tonnes of mangoes this year, which is
53000 tonnes less than the previous year.

However, the mango traders informed
that the production was much less than the
DAE target.

Taking advantage of this the importers
went for huge quantity of mango from India,
theysaid.

Nazrul Islam, president of district mango
traders association admitted that the mango
orchard owners and traders are making finan-
cialloss due to theimport of Indian mangoes.

"To save our industry we had requested
the authorities not to allow mango import at
least for three months from May to July every
year," he said.

NATIONAL,

Aggrieved BNP men in Tangail burn effigy of joint convener of new district convening committee,

NEW BNP CONVENING COMMITTEES

Protest processions,

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Aggrieved BNP leaders and activists yesterday
staged agitation in Chapainawabganj,
Patuakhali, Tangail and Pabna districts
demanding cancellation of the new convening
committees declared by the central body on
Tuesday. '

Internal feud in different district units of the
party surfaced anew after declaration of the
newconvening committees.

In Chapainawabganj, a faction of the district
unit brought out a procession in the town
demanding cancellation of the new covening
committee, according to our correspondent,

Led by former lawmaker Harunur Rashid, the
processionists paraded the main streets of the
town and then burnt the effigies of Rizvi Ahmed,
office secretary of the central committee, and
Shahjahan Mia, convener of the new convening
committee, in front of the local press club.

Addressing a rally on the club premises, the
BNP men alleged that Rizvi made former law-
maker Shahjahan Mia convener of the new
committee, taking bribe from him,

They demanded immediate removal of
Shahjahan Mia from the postof district convener,

Our Tangail correspondent reported that a
section of BNP leaders and activists burnt the
effigy of Advocate Ahmed Azam Khan, a lawyer
of party Chief Khaleda Zia and joint convener of
the newly formed district convening committee.

They brought out a procession in the town
and then held a rally on Shaheed Minar pre-
mises. At the rally, the aggrieved party men

declpediAbhmed Aram Khan anwgnfed’in thes

district and demanded cancellation of the new
convening committee,

They urged the party chief to form the dis-
trict convening committee after consultation
with grassroots leaders and activists.

Tangail district BNP former joint secretary
advocate Arfan Ali Mollah, Jubo Dal leader
Ataur Rahman Jinnah, district BNP leaders
Abul Kashem and Selim Reza, Sadar, city BNP
leaders Mirza Rony Ahmed Rinku and Shamsul
Haque Shamsu addressed therally.

Our, Patuakhali correspondent adds:
Former minister and immediate past president
of the BNP district unit Altaf Hossain
Chowdhury and convener of the new conven-
ing committee Abdur Rashid Chunnu Mia were
yesterday declared 'unwanted' in the district by
afactionoflocal BNP.

rallies in more dists

Leaders and activists of the faction, led
Kazi Mahbub Alam, president of BNP Sadar
upazila unit, took out a procession in the town
ataround 10:30 am.

Later, they held a rally in the town demand-
ing cancellation of the new convening commit-
tee headed by Abdur Rashid Chunnu Mia.

They alleged that the central committee
declared the district convening body, Ignoring
the opinions of the grassroots leaders and
aclivists. Rejecting the new convening commit-
tee, the BNP men urged the party chairperson
to declare the name of Shadat Hossain Mridha
as convener of the district unit.

Meanwhile, three separate cases were filed
with Pabna Sadar Police Station on Friday night
in connection with Thursday's BNP clash in the
district town over new convening committee,
reports our correspondent.

Two BNP factions filed the cases accusing
each other of attacking them and ransacking
the district unit office on the day. As many as 51
leaders and activists.

Ofboth factions have been made accused in
the cases.

Officer-in-charge (OC) of Pabna Sadar police
Station said they have recorded all the three cases
and operationis goingon to arrest the accused.

Protest against formation of new district
convening committee continued at Pabna
yesterday. A faction of the unit held a rally at
Pabna Community Centre demanding cancel-
lation of the new committee within 10 days.

Leaders of the faction urged the party high
command to cancel the new convening com-
fittes. within June 22 otherwise they threat-
ened toresign en masse.

In Nilphamari, Former district. unit presi-
dent Ahsan Ahmed has been made the con-
vener of the new convening committee, says
our correspondent.

Khaleda's nephew Shahrin Islam Tuhin, who
was the president of the district unit, has not
been included in the newly declared convening
committee. Tuhin, convicted in corruption cases
duringemergency period, is still in hiding.

Ahsan Ahmed, a close associate of BNP's
founder Ziaur Rahman, was expelled from the
party in 1996 as he opposed the party nomina-
tion of Dewan Nurunnabi in the parliamentary
election. Ahsan contested the election on JP
ticket and became parliament member. He
returned to the party in November last year and
againtookleadership of the district unit.

EMBANKMENT UNREPAIRED

Kutubdia people
at disaster risk ||
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left, processionists in C'nawabgan] parade streets with effigies of two leaders.

SNIPPETS

Lima's death mourned

RU CORRESPONDENT

Teachers, students and staff of management department at
Rajshahi University (RU) yesterday observed ‘mourning
day' and condemned the killing of Nima Parvin alias Lima, a

punishment to the killers,

first year student of the department allegedly by her in-laws
for dowry on Thursday. A condolence meeting was held with
acting departmental chairman Prof Saiful Islam in the chair.
The teachers, students and employees wore black badges,
expressed their deep shock at the murder and demanded

Rivals kill outlaw

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

upazila the next morning.

A ‘regional leader' of outlawed Purba Banglar
Communist Party (PBCB) was killed yesterday at village
Mongolgram of Faridpur upazila. Police said, Mostak
Hossain alias Mosto,35, son of Alam of village Mannan
Nagar was abducted by rivals from his home Friday night
and murdered at village Mongol Gram of the same

Updating of voter list

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

deleted.

CU CORRESPONDENT

Updating of voter list of 19 upazilas in 10 districts of
Khulna division will start tomorrow and it will continue
till June 24. The first phase of work will begin at Phultala,
Rupsha and Terokheda upazilas of Khulna district, Sadar,
Kachua and Mongla upazilas of Bagerhat, Sadar and
Debhata upazilas of Satkhira, Sadar upazila and
Jibonnagor upazila of Chuandanga, Sadar and Sharsha
upazilas of Jessore, Sadar and Kotchandpur upazilas of
Jhenaidah, Sadar and Khoksa upazilas of Kushtia, Sadar
upazila of Magura and Sadar upazilas of Meherpur and

Narail disticts. EC sourcegsaid, ‘"thosewht 'were borty o™
January 1, 1992 or before would be included in the voter
list while names of the voters who passed away would be

| Trader's body recovered

Police recovered body of a trader from his shop at
| Bohoddarhat under Chandgaon Police Station yesterday.
Kamal Uddin, 45, son of late Zafar Ahmed of Pashchim
Faridpara in the city and proprietor of Shahenshah Ziaul
Haque Engineering and Repairing Works stayed inside his
shop Friday night. As he didn't go home, the next morning
his family members rushed to the shop and found the shop
locked from outside. Police later recovered the body from
I the shop. Police suspect Kamal was murdered in the shop.
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A CORRESPONDENT,
Cox's Bazar

About 1.5 lakh people of
Kutubdia, an island in Cox’s
Bazar district, have been living
amid threat of disaster any
moment as the breached
embankment around the
island remains unrepaired.
About 8 kilometres of the
40-kilometre embankment
around the island were com-

HH Bank Asia

Notice Inviting Proposal for Appointment of
Structural Design Engineer

Architectural design of a 30-storied office building with 3 (three) basement floors
for car parking at Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka is in progress. For this purpose
Technical and Financial proposals in two separate envelops are hereby invited from
individual Structural Engineers, Team of Structural Engineers or Consulting Firms
having at least 12 (twelve) years of professional experience in structural design of
Multistory Commercial Buildings. Intending applicants are requested to collect full
Terms of Reference (TOR) from the office of the undernamed person and submit

Limited

their proposals by 5:00 p.m. on June 30, 2009.

Date: Dhaka
14 June, 2009

Deputy Managing Director

32, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka 1215

Aminul Islam

Bank Asia Limited

pletely destroyed and the rest
partially damaged by cyclones
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ment. Salt water from the Bay is
entering the island through the
breaches, affecting about
40,000 people of 20 villages.
Upazila Parishad Vice-
Chairman Md Idris Khondker
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Patgram railway station in the
morning.

Following the accident, the
train which headed for its
rescue also derailed at
Kaliganj pointatnoon.

The authorities had to
cancel schedule of two regular
passenger trains on the route
because of unusual situation.
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