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Zardari vows to fight
aliban 'until the end'

Militants claim responsibility for killing of cleric

murderers and "a stigma on Islam.” He
also threw his support behind the military
operation against the Taliban in the Swat
Valley region. |

Religious scholar Sarfraz Naeemi, who
had spoken.out against Taliban suicide
bombings, was among two people killed
in one of the mosque attacks, in the east-
ern citvof Lahore, police said.

Lahore police chief Pervez Rathore
said a suicide bomber had entered the
room where Naeemi was sitting with
others after Friday prayers, and blew
himselfup.

Naeemi had issued a Fatwa (edict)
against suicide bombings carried out by
Taliban militants.

Shops, offices, banks and schools In
Karachi and Lahore, Pakistan's two larg-
est cities, were closed Saturday in protest
at Naeemi's killing, officials said.

Protests to condemn the killing were
also held by religious groups in several
Pakistanicities.
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ing a prominent Muslim cleric, and
wounded more than 100.

The explosions confirmed fears that
Taliban militants would avenge an offen-
sive against them in the northwest, where
the military said Friday 39 insurgents and
10 soldiers had been killed in fresh fight-
ing. |

The Taliban claimed responsibility
Saturday for recent suicide attacks in
Pakistan, including the assassination of a
leading moderate cleric and the bombing
of a Peshawar hotel frequented by for-
eigners.

Thousands of people were expected to
gather Saturday for the funeral of Sarfraz
Naeemi, whose death in a blast at his
seminary in Lahore triggered a wave of
anger and revulsion toward militants in
the country’s cultural capital.

Police said the bombing was a targeted
assassination of the cleric, who had
recently condemned suicide attacky as
un-Islamic, denounced the Taliban as

AFP, AP, Islamabad

President Asif Ali Zardari said Saturday
that Pakistan was battling for its “sover-
eignty” a day after scores of pmp!e were
killed amid an escalating offensive
againstthe Taliban.

Zardan said Pakistan would fight
“until the end,” as US defence officials in

} Washington confirmed that Islamabad
was stepping up IS operauons against
militants in the country's troubled north-
wesL. .

"We are fighting a war for our sover-
eignty,” Zardari said in a television
address. "We will continue this war untl
the end, and we will win itatany cost.

"The Taliban are the enemies of inno-
cent people. They want to terrorise the
people and to take control of the coun-
try'sinstitutions.

Zardari's pledge came after suicide
bombings targeting Friday prayers at two
mosques killed at least six people, includ-

STOP TIPAIMUKH DAM

PHOTO: AFP
Protesters gather fora demonstration outside the Indian High Commission in central London on Friday against the Indian government’s
decision to construct the Tipaimukh Dam on the Barak river in northeast India.

. PHOTO: AFP
Pakistani Sunni Muslim activists from Jamaat Ahle Sunnat shout anti-Taliban slogans during a pro-
test rally in Karachi yesterday. Hundreds of activists staged the anti-Taliban demonstration against
the killing of a cleric in a suicide bombing in the eastern city of Lahore.

Pak planes bomb
Baitullah Mehsud's
stronghold

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
AP, Islamabad

Pakistani warplanes bombed a
stronghold of Taliban leader
Baitullah Mehsud in the South
Waziristan tribal region yester-
day morning, media reports
said.

Four fighter jets bombed
parts of Makeen and other
areas in South Waziristan,
destroying several militant

sources.

The anu-Taliban operations,
which had hitherto been con-
fined to Swat, Buner and Lower
Dir districts in the Malakand
division of the North West
Frontier Province (NWFP), have
now spread to the southeastern
Bunnu district and to South
Waziristan in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA).

To go by the military’s fig-

Myanmar court
sets date for
Suu Kyi appeal

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar's High Court has set
a date for a hearing on Aung
San Suu Kyi's appeal against a
ban on two witnesses in her
trial on charges of breaking
her house arrest rules, the
opposition leader's party said
yesterday.

The Supreme Court will
hear the application on June
17 after previously saying this
would be postponed to a later

date, said Nyan Win, one of

Aung San Suu Kyi's lawyers
and spokesman for her

Manmohan to meet
7Zardari in Russia

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

In the first summit-level interaction since the Mumbai terror

attacks in November last

year,

India’'s Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh will meet Pakistan President Asif Ali Zaradari
ataninternational summitin Russiaon June 16.

Singh will travel to the Russian city of Yekaterinburg on
Monday for a three-day visit during which he will attend the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit where

Zaradriwill also be present.

Indian Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon told media
persons here on Friday evening that Singh would meet Zardar
and shake hands with him at the SCO summit scheduled for June
16. However, he declined to characterise the exact nature and

contentof their meeting.

"They (Singh and Zardari) will be in the same place at the
same time. I am sure they will meet but what sort of meetingitis

hideouts. considered as the wures, over 1,400 Taliban have ¢
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Mehsud, Dawn reported, citing this as the media has been l'he Supreme Court India and Pakistan, along with Iran, have observer status at

witness and intelligence
r't:purt&.

Several militants were
believed killed in the air strikes,
Geo TV reported, quoting

barred from the battle zone.
This apart, the military has
not lived up to its promise of
releasing still and video
images from the conflictzone.

announced the date on the
notice board yesterday... We
have to give our arguments for
admission (of the appeal) on
thatday,” he said

the SCO summit which groups Russia and China with Central
Asian countries Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Tajikistan and

Uzbekistan.

Singh had last met Zardari on the sidelines of the UN General
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Says Pakistan

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Islamabad

Don't doubt sincerity
in Mumbai probe

Pakistan said Saturday India should not doubt
its intentions in the probe into the 26/11
Mumbai carnage and called on New Delhi to
resume the sub-continental dialogue process

with Islamabad.

Interior Minister Rehman Malik, during a
?{meenng with Indian High Commissioner
Sharad Sabharwal Saturday, said resumption of
the Pakistan-India dialogue 'is imperative for
regional peace' and India should not doubt
Pakistan's sincerity in bringing the perpetra-
torsof the Mumbai attacks to justice.
Malik's remarks come against the backdrop
of an ice-breaking meeting next week between

a

Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardarn and Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in the
Russian city of Yekaterinburg where the two
leaders will attend the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summuit.

This will be their first meeting since the

Mumbai attacks that India has blamed on

elements operating from Pakistan, but does not
signal the resumption of the sub-continental
dialogue process.

As Indian Foreign Secretary Shivshankar
Menon put it Friday, ‘there can be nothing
more authoritative than what the prime minis-
ter said on the floor of the house' on resuming
the dialogue process which was frozen in the
wake of the Mumbai artacks.

Pakistan 'unhappy’ over
'stringed’ US aid

ANI, Lahore

The Pakistan government is
miffed over the benchmarks
attached to the US' annual aid
bill of worth 1.5 billion dollars
beingoffered toit.

Pakastan Ambassador to the
United States, Husain Hagqani
said his government is unhappy
about the conditions attached to
theaid.

Haqqgani said he hopes that
the Senate would remove the
conditions after the passage of
theaid packageiscompleted.

Earlier, the US House of
Representatives approved an
annual non-military aid worth
1.5 billion dollars for Pakistan

overthenextfive years.

According to the restrictions
included in the 'Pakistan
Enduring Assistance and
Cooperation Enhancement Act’
(PEACE), an evaluation of efforts
would be undertaken by the
Pakistan government to disrupt,
dismantle, and defeat al-Qaeda,
the Taliban, and other extremist
and terrorist groups in the
Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) and otherregions.

The act also asks for a crack-
down on all terrorist camps
operating inside Pakistan,
including those of Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (JuD), Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), and Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM).

Assembly meeting in New York in September last year

Musharrat's
pals in
multibillion
rupee railway
scam probe

ANI, Islamabad

Two Former military generals
and close associates of former
Pakistan President General
Pervez Musharraf have been
summoned by the National
Assembly’'s Special
Committee on Railways for
their alleged involvement in a
multibillion rupee scam.
Lieutenant General
Saeedul Zafar and Lieutenant
General Butt have been asked

to appear before the special
committee to clarify their role
in giving 141 acres of PR land
on ludicrous terms and condi-
tions to an influential private
company apparently owned
by a close relative of
Musharratf.

PHOTO: AFP
Members of the Jammu and Kashmir High Court Bar Association
(JKHCBA) shout slogans during a protest over the alleged rape
and murder of two Muslim women in Srinagar yesterday. The
Association demand the punishment of the culprits involved in
the alleged rape and murder of the two Kashmiri women or face
more protests.
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Trouble deepens in BJP

Nepali turmoil won't
stop peace move

as Sinha quits

PTI1, New Delhi

Trouble in BJP deepened
today with Yashwant Sinha
quitting as Vice President even
as party President Rajnath
Singh threatened action
against leaders violating party
discipline and airing their
views in public.
Significantly, minutes
before Singh addressed a press
conference virtually imposing

a gag order on leaders talking
to media on party matters,
formally or informally, news
filtered out that Sinha has
resigned.

Sinha, elected from
Hazaribagh in the recent
elections and is understood to
have been upset over recent
appointments by L KAdvaniin
the Parliamentary party, sent
his resignation to Rajnath
Singh. Singh said he has not

received the letter and he
came to know about it only
through the media.

At the press conference
that comes amidst bitter
infighting in the party, Singh
acknowledged media reports
that spoke of disarray in the
leadership but refuted them
saying they were united in
analysing the reasons for the
defeat. "The media reports are
farfrom truth.
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Leeds City College, one of the largest Colleges of Further Education in the UK,

» Affordable fees from £4,500 per year
» A wide range of A Level subjects with excellent pass rates

> 2 year Foundation Degrees validated by Leeds Metropolitan University followed

» University preparation Access Courses for HSC graduates
» Subjects include IT, Business, Engineering and Hospitality & Catering

Meet Barbara Kelhar, International Manager, for course information and spot
admissions for successful candidates.

Visit www.parklane.ac.uk, download the application form at http: / /parklane.
acuk /docs /international /international_application_form.pdf and bring all

Says new PM

AP, Katmandu

The political turmoil that has
roiled Nepal in recent weeks
will not stop its peace process
from moving forward, the
country's prime minister said
yesterday, adding that the
former Maoist guerrillas still
must prove that they are com-
mitted to negotiations.

Prime Minister Madhav
Kumar Nepal, whose coalition
government has been all but
paralysed by Maoist strikes
and internal bickering since
he came to power last month,
said he expected the peace
process and the new constitu-
tion to be completed by the

May 2010 deadline.

The government "has
extended its hand of coopera
tion to the Maoists,” he told
The Associated Press in an
exclusive interview, and the
Maoists have pledged to nego-
tiate seriously:.

"If they are really honest i1
their words, then I hope ... we
will be able to take the peace
process to a positive conclu-
sion,” Nepal said.

While the Maoists' true
commitment to the process
remained unclear, he said he
was still optimistic that "with
some ups and downs, with
some twists and turns, things
will move forward."

‘UK under serious terror
threat from home-grown
Jihadis, warns expert

AN, London

A Bntish defence expert has
warned the UK police and MI5
o get ready to counter a new
generation of home-grown
Jihadis.

Michael Clarke, director of
the defence think tank, the
Royal United Services Institute,

tional. All the available evi
dence is that radicalisation ol
alienated Muslim youth n
the UK can taken place ver
rapidly as long as it is based
somewhere on personal
contact,” Sky News quoted
Clarke, as saying.

He wamed that a series ol
successful police operations
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more than 130 years.

growth in Bangladesh.

for the following position:

Account Manager:

business need

You should have:

telecommunication

* Achieving stretched sales targets within a given ime frame
* Identufying, dnving and securing business opportunities

* Establishing account-plan and budget for each customer account
* Participating effectively in sales contract negotiations

* Excellent communication, negotiation & selling skills
* Excellent presentation and influencing skills
* Ability to prioriize and manage multiple assignments

Ericsson 1s a world-leading provider of telecommunications equipment and related services to
mobile and fixed network operators globally. Over 1,000 networks in 175 countries utilize our
network equipment. We work closely with our customers to understand their needs and help
them fulfill their business objectives. We have a leading position in the telecom industry for

Encsson in Bangladesh has achieved a strong market position with all GSM operators and the
fixed-line operator BTTB. We believe that the telecom market will continue to have strong

In order to maximize the potential of this market in Bangladesh; we need committed &
performance driven individuals to be part of our exciting team and are looking for candidates

We are looking for an experienced professional who will be responsible for;

* Expanding the sales portfolio — opening up new opportunities for Ericsson’s products and
services in the Bangladesh Market.

* Developing and Introducing new products and services to the market in accordance to the

* University degree in Engineering or Business Administration from reputed institution
* At least 5 years experience in product management or other technical fields in
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warned that violent Islamic
terrornsts intent on murdering
people in high-profile outrages
“willnotwither away”.

“The phenomenon will
not wither away in the near
future: itis likely to be genera-

B

might have turned prisons into
“universities of terror.”

"Pnsons around the world
are universities of terror and
there is no reason to believi
that the UK's wall not be the

same, rL , .!nln Eﬂmn‘“‘_‘__hdpm bfl“g the ?ﬂlldﬁ;l‘!l of

17th June, 10:30am - S5pm
British Council Bangladesh, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka 1000
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The job offers a competitive remuneration and benefits package, with clear career
Please visit http:/|www.ericsson.comlericssonlcareers/search_index.asp and upload
Only short listed candidates will be called for an

path for strong performers.

oad your profile by 18th June, 2009.
interview,

Ericsson Bangladesh is an equal opportunity employer
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