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PHOTO: AFP
Iranian clerics, carrying portraits of [ranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (L) and supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenel, flash the

v-signs as locals celebrated the incumbent president's landslide victory in the Islamic republic’s most hotly contested presidential
election yesterday in the Shia holy city of Qom, 120km south of Tehran.

T

AFP, Tehran

ATIONAL

. Rival candidate cries foul as
Ahmadinejad reelected

Hardline incumbent Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad won a crushing victory in
Iran’s hotly-disputed presidential vote,
according to official results yesterday that
triggered mass opposition protests.

Riot police were out in Tehran as thou-
sands of supporters of his defeated rival
Mir Hossein Mousavi took to the streets
shouting "Down with the Dictator” after
linal results showed Ahmadinejad win-
ning almost 63 percent of the vote,

The moderate ex-premier Mousavi
cried foul over election irregularities and
warned of the "dangerous scenario” the
vole had created, as some of his protest-
Ing supporters' were beaten by baton-
wielding police, an AFP correspondent

said,

Theinterior minister said Mousavi had
won less than 34 percent of the vote,
giving Ahmadinejad another four-year
term in a result that dashed Western
hopesofchange in the Islamic republic.

earlier declared him
the scene foratense

nuclear drive.

attracted a record 1t

struck back with bat

~ Mousavi, one of Ahmadinejad's three
rivals in the most heated election cam.-
Palgn since the Islamic revolution, had

The international community has
been keenly watching the election for any
signs of a shift in policy after four years of
hardline rhetoric from the 52-year-old
Ahmadinejad and a standoff over Iran's

Muusavi said he "protested vigorously
dgainst the numerous and blatant irregu-
larities” in the vote which officials said

percentofthe46.2 million electorate.

In the heart of Tehran, thousands of
angry Mousavi supporters voiced their
disbelief and frustration at the results,
with some pelting stones at police who

The vote has unscored a grass-roots
movement for change after 30 years of
restrictive clerical rule in a country where
60 percent of the population was born
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self the victor, setting
power struggle.

four years,"

after the revolution.

Reformist candidate Mehdi Karroubi,
who came a distant fourth with less than
one percent of the vote after ex-
Revolutionary Guards chief Mohsen
Rezai in third, also declared the result
“lllegitimate and unacceptable”.

"They have ruined the country and
they want to ruin it more over the next

shouted an irate mob outside

Mousavi's office.

Butlran'

urnout of around 85

of ill-intent
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pledges to
onwomen,

s all-powerful supreme leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei hailed
Ahmadinejad'svictoryasa "feast.”

“The enemies may want to spoil the
sweetness of this event.., with some kind

loned provocations,” he said.

“The president elect is the president of
the entire Iranian nation and... all should
supportand help him."

Mousavi had been hoping for a politi-
cal comeback on a groundswell of sup-
port among the nation's youth, with

ease restrictions particularly
and fixIran'sailing economy.
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UN sanctions on North
Korea could be futile

AP, Seoul

Sanctions can hobble coun-
tries that have bustling global
trade and whose leaders give
higher priority to feeding their
malnourished people than
building a nuclear bomb.

Butthat'snotNorth Korea.

[he United Natons' new
sancuons against North Korea
to punish it for its latest atomic
test are mostly a symbolic, feel-
good gesture by the interna-
tonal community the moves
are unlikely to stop the Stalinist
regime from trading weapons
with rogue nations or hobble its
already crumbling economy.

I'hesanctons approved late
Friday by the UN Security
Council toughened an arms
embargo and authorised ship
searches on the high seas in an
attempt to thwart its nuclear
and ballistic missile
programimes. :

[he unanirhous Support for
the resolution reflected the
international disapproval for
the North's defiance of the

council atter its second test on

May 25 that heightened global
tensionsto afever pitch.

But even though its econ-
omy is in shambles, the North
will likely be able to limp along,
many experts say. In some ways,
the nation’s financial failures
help stoke its desire for develop-
ing and selling dangerous
weapons. Without the ability to
nuke Japan or hit Alaska with a
missile, the country is just
another foreign aid-addicted
Third World economic basket
case that can be pitied and
ignored.

"North Koreais so far behind
South Korea in terms of the
economy and military capabil-
ity, and that trend 1is irrevers-
Ible,” said LeeWoo-young of the
University of North Korean
Studies in Seoul. "But a nuclear
weapon is something that can
put North Korea on an equal
footing at very low cost and very

effectively.”

One sanction that wall likely
hit the North hard seeks to
deprive it of financing and
material for its weapons
programme and bans the cash-

strapped country's lucrative
arms exports, especially mis-
siles.

Pyongyang is believed to
earn between $500 million and
$1 billion in arms sales a year,
compared with the its annual
civilian trade of about $3 billion.

The provision most likely to
anger the communist nation,
however, deals with searches of
cargo, and calls on all countries
toinspect North Korean cargo at
their airports, seaports or on
land if the ships are reasonably
suspected of carrying banned
arms, weapons or the matenals
to make them.

But the North Koreans have
proved to be wily traders in the
past, and many of their custom-
ers may be nations like Iran and
Syria that may not cooperate
with UN sanctions.

Much of the freight can also
be transportéd by plane, and
one of the North's most prized
products technical nuclear
Know-how .7 is® safe in;the
minds, hard drives and bnef
cases of their scientists who
can travel without restrictions
and transfer their knowledge
inperson.

Hamas grip on Gaza
stronger than ever

AFP,Gaza City

Abu Moataz has never been a member of the Islamist Hamas
movement, but two years after their takeover of the Gaza Strip
he happily patrols the streets in the uniform of their paramili-

tary police.

"I have a wife and four children. I am a son of Fatah and 1
have my beliefs, but I cannot say this government is not good.
Theyfeed my children," the 32-year-old says.

In the two years since Hamas seized power in Gaza, the
territory's residents have endured crippling economic sanc-
tions and a devastating war with Israel, but the Islamist group's

grip on poweris as tight as ever.

Abu Moataz always supported the Fatah party of the
Western-backed Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas. and
even fought for its armed wing during the 2000 Palestinian

uprising.

But when Israel slapped sanctions on Gaza in the wake of
Hamas's June 15, 2007 defeat of Abbas's forces, the factory
where he worked shut down and he turned to the Islamist
group, now Gaza's mostreliable employer.

He estimates that Fatah supporters like himself make up as
much as a third of the employees of the Hamas-run govern-

ment.

“International, regional and local opposition to Hamas has
backfired,” says Mukhaimer Abu Saada, a professor of political
science at Gaza's Al-Azhar University. "Instead of squeezing

Hamas, ithas become stronger.'

[srael’s decision to seal Gaza off from all but basic goods has
spawned a vast and Iucrative trade through smuggling tunnels

under the Gaza-Egypt h-::-rde[. one that is regulated
by the Hamas-run government ‘

and taxed
b b il

"Hamas is crying that we are under siege, the Palestinians
aredying as aresultofthe siege and sanctions, butin the mean-
time it is Hamas and Hamas men, mainly, who are making
money outofthe tunnels,” Abu Saada says.

Syria has integral role to play
in ME peace: Obama envoy

AFP, Darmnascus
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(Engineering Department)
HEAD OFFICE, 26 DILKUSHA C/A, DHAKA-1000.

INVITATION FOR RE-TENDERS

Sealed Tenders are hereby invited from the eligible Tenderers as defined in
the tender documents for the under mentioned works as per terms &

conditions stated below.
1. Procuring Entity

2. Tender Name

3. Time for completion of the work :

4. Eligibility of Tenderers

- Pubali Bank Limited, Establishment Division
(Engineering Department), Head Office, 26
Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000.

. Construction work of first & second floor
of principal's residence on axisting
structure at Uttara under DIT plot no: 4A
& 4D at sector 8, Dhaka.

120 (One hundred & twenty) Calendar days.

1) Minimum work experience of 3(Three) years
In building construction.

US envoy George Mitchell said
yesterday that Damascus had
an integral role to play in
Washington's efforts to secure
Middle East peace, after meet-
ing Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad.

Mitchell, the highest-
ranking US official to visit
Syria since President Barack
Obama took office in
January, met Assad on the

latest leg of a regional tour
aimed at pushing Obama's
agenda of stepped-up peace
efforts.

“The president and secre-
tary of state have made clear
that we seek peace between
the Palestinians and Israelis,
between Syria and Israel,
between Lebanon and Israel
and full normalisation
between Israel and its Arab
neighbours,” Mitchell said in
a statement after the meet-

ing.

“The peace we seek is truly
comprehensive,”

He echoed remarks made
earlier this week in Jerusalem
that the United States wants to
move without delay.

"We are well aware of the
many difficulties that lie
ahead. Yet we share an obliga-
tion to create conditions for
negotiations to begin
promptly and end success-
fully,”" Mitchell said.

PHOTO AFP
Around 250 people, some holding up Palestinian flags, protest in the northern Israeli town of Shfaram
yesterday against the indictment of 12 Israeli Arabs for lynching an Israeli soldier after he opened fire
| onabus andkilled four people in a deadly rampage four years ago.
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SCHEDULE

LIST OF THE MACHINERY (@€ (@ SI%1¥ SE)

NAME OF THE MACHINES

| Agfa Verticla Process Camera (Negative making machine)
2. Agfa auto rapid contact copying unit

I 3 Agfa rapid printing down frame
4. Heavy duty high speed POLAR paper cutting machine

China cutting machine-old

Heidleberg CORD single color Off-set print machine

i Single color ROLAND MIEHLE off-set print machine

8. 25inch. x 36inch Roland Parva-2-color off-set print machine

251nch. X 36inch Roland Miehle 2-color off-set print machine
22inch X 32 inch straight cylinder dia cutting and creasing machine
|8 inch x 30 inch Straight cylinder dia cutting and creasing machine

i) The tenderer must have experience during
3(Three) years in completion of minimum 02
nos. work in same nature each costing

pHoTo AFp | || -
US President Barack Obama speaks alongside Zimbabwe's Prime L0
Minister Morgan Tsvangirai during meetings in the Oval Officeat | || |1

5. Price of Tender Document

6. Amount of Tender security

minimum Tk.30.00 (Thirty) Lac.

| _ the White House in Washington, DC on Friday. 12 Foldine & Gluine machine
) Having valid trade licence, up to date Income (3. ROl EAD R e

Tax clearance certificate and VAT registration

14

r machine

certificate. l l S b ff t | Single inch stiche .
Iv) Having valid B & C supervisory licence of O O Sts e Ort 0 15. | Fork l.m_ 3000 Ih._cupucny
employee/working man for electrical works. 16. Ink mixing machine

v) Must be financially solvent.
. Tk. 1500.00 (One thousand five hundred) only

non-refundable.

: 2.5% of total bid amount in the form of Payment

Order favouring Pubali Bank Limited, Head

Office, Dhaka-1000.

close Guantanamo

AFP, Washington

The United States continued
its efforts this week to close the
Guantanamo terrorism deten-
tion centre with a flurry of

under former president, were
sentback to SaudiArabia, where
they will undergo a "rehabilita-
tion programme.”

The transfers were made
possible "due to the willingness
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Md. Rasul Amin
General Manager

inmates Khalid Saad
Mohammed, Abdalaziz Kareem
Salim Al Noofayaee, and Ahmed
Zaid Salim Zuhair -- who had
been approved for transfer

difficulty hinding countries that
will take them in, and meeting
resistance at home from law

makers unwilling 1o allow their

housingon USsoil.
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