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PHOTO: STAR
Rapid Action Battalion recovered arms from an abandoned
house at Komorpur in Faridpur town yesterday.

Robberkilled in gunfight

CU CORRESPONDENT

An alleged robber was killed in a gunfight with police at
village Suchakradandy under Patiya upazila yesterday.
Locals said a group of 40 to 50 robbers entered the house
of Abu Taher, manager of Agrani Bank Sarfatali branch
under Boalkhali upazila, at around 3.30am and looted
four tolas of gold ornament and Tk 20,000. As police
encircled the area the robbers opened fire to flee the
scene. Police chased them and opened fire. During a
half-an hour gunfight a robber sustained bullet injury
and died at nearby Dhalghat Railway Station while the
rest managed to flee. A single-barrel gun, three bullets
and a wristwatch were recovered from the spot, Patiya

police said.

Human chain at Rangpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Rangpur Nagarik Committee organised a human
chain in front of the local press club demanding
restart of higher secondary certificate (HSC) courses
at Rangpur Carmichael College. The demand for
restart of HSC courses in the college was raised as all
existing colleges in the town do not have the capacity
to accommodate the increasing number of students.
The education ministry dropped HSC courses at the
college from 1995 on the plea of shortage of teachers,
staff and seatproblem.

Stolen railway sleepers seized
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) on Monday seized 275
pieces of stolen railway sleepers from Ruppur and
arrested one in connection with the theft. Rab raided the
spot and seized a sleeper-laden truck. The arrestee,
Arshed Ali,26, is son of Afaz Uddin Pramanik of village
Ghoshpurin Pabna Sadar upazila.

One gets life for murder

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylfiet
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A trial court on Monday awarded a young man life term
for killing his sister-in-law. Convict Mokon Miah of vil-
lage Fatehpur of Gowanighat upazila is still at large.
According to the prosecution story, when Mokon was
beating his nephew Jasim Uddin over a triffling matter,
Jasim's mother tried to prevent him. Mokon became
furious and swooped on pregnant Saira Khatun who
succumbed to injuries the next day. Mokon fled away.
Saira’s brother Shamsuddin filed a case in September
1997. Police on investigation filed charge-sheet on
December 27 the same year against the accused. At least
10 witnesses gave their deposition.

Transportworkersblockroad

A CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Truck drivers and helpers jointly put up a barricade on
road to Lalmonirhat- Burimari land port for two hours
protesting extortion at Lalmonirhat bus terminal yester-
day. The protesters withdrew the programme after
police assured them of taking necessary steps against
the illegal toll collectors at different points of roads in
the district. During the blockade, two truck drivers and
three helpers were injured as rival transport workers
attacked the agitating group. Quoting truck drivers,
police said a group of so-called transport workers with
the help of ruling party men have been collecting illegal
toll with fake chalan book from the truck drivers at eight
points from Burimari land port to Teesta Railway Bridge
in the district. The musclemen of ruling party also
harass mentally or physically those who refuse to pay
illegal toll, police said.

Life term for wife murder
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A court here yesterday sentenced one person for life for
killing wife. Shahadat Hossain, 30, was also fined Tk
3,000, in default, to suffer six months more in jail. The
convict hails from village Taltala under Kalihati upazila.
According to prosecution story, Shahadat strangled his
wife Amena Begum, 30, at their house on March 29, 2007
over a family feud. Amena's father Yousuf Ali of village
Bhurunga under Nalitabari upazila in Sherpur filed a
murder case with Kalihati Police Station.

Despite several anti-crime drives in the district
there is no sign of any let up in killings and
bomb attacks by the cadres of the Janajuddah
faction of the outlawed Purba Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP).

Sources sald outlawed parties have
regrouped in Jhenidah Sadar upazila. Cadres
openly move with arms in areas like Ganna
Bazaar, Chandipur Bazar, Kuti Durgapur Bazar,
Shoilmari Bazar and Pagla Kanai Road. They
extort businessmen, contractors and other
wealthy people residing in these areas.

According to police and newspaper reports,
at least 20 people were killed and five times
bombs were exploded in the district in the last

| fivemonths,

In a recent incident on May 26, an outlaw's
body was recovered from a field at village
Hengerpara under Harinakundo upazila.

Officer-in-charge (OC) Jahangir Alam of
Harinakundo Police Station said, Asadul Islam
Asha, 35, was a PBCP cadre. Son of Sadek Ali of
village Bherakhali, he was a carpenter by pro-
fession, He might have been killed by his rival
group over the murder of notorious Janajuddah
cadre HebaTagor on April 2, he said.

SI Nazrul Islam said, Asha suddenly went
missing and his body was recovered after four
days.

On May 20, the outlaws hacked to death
Thandu Munshi, son of Nasiruddin of village
Teltupi at a field at village Rahimpur of
Harinakundo upazila.

On April 28, Janajuddah cadre Siddiquer
Rahman alias Biplob of village Defol Baria was
killed in an encounter with police.

On April 27, Enamul of Suti Durgapur village
under Sadar upazila was slaughtered to death
atvillage Jalalpurin Kotchandpur upazila.
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| ] JANAJUDDHA CADRES REGROUP IN JHENIDAH

‘Murders, bombings by
outlaws yet to let up

|
AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

On April 23, the outlaws killed villager Rahit
Kumar and looted all of his valuables from his
house.

On April 16, Abdul Gani was bombed to
death by criminals at village Mirzapur under
Jhenidah Sadar upazila,

OnApril 15, two AL activists Azim Munsi and
Kafil Uddin were murdered in a clash at village
Bittidebi Rajnagar under Shailkupa upazila.

On April 9, Tahaj Uddin Topu was hacked to
death by outlaws at village Bhaina under
Harinakundo upazila.

On April 7, Ezahar Ali of village
Brahmmapur under Shailkupa upazila was
killed in a wheat field.

On April 4, Hadu Mondol was murdered at
village Singia under Kotchandpur upazila.

On April 2, Shahidul Islam alias Heba Tagor
was murdered by criminals at village
Bherakhali under Harinakundo upazila.

On March 26, Amena Begum and Beauty
Khatunwere strangled in Jhenidah Sadar.

On March 23, Harun-or-Rashid of
Moheshpur upazila was killed by an outlawed
party gang.

On March 20, police killed an outlaw Tater of
village Putimari under Shailkupa upazila. On
the same day, regional PBCP leader Shamsel
Robin was also shot dead by police at
Kotchandpurbus stand.

On March 4, Sukumar Halder of village
Rishkhali under Harinakundo upazila was
hacked to death. The same day, Golam Kibria of
Ashwasthali village was bombed to death by

- rivaloutlaws,

Contacted, Additional Superintendent of
Police Zobaer Hossain admitted that killings in
Jhenidah have increased in the recent months.
"We are planning a massive crackdown,” he
said adding that a drive was already on to curb
criminal activities in the district.
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PHOTO STAR

Water is still streaming through this embankment, breached during May 25 Aila, at Balaikathi village

in Patuakhali Sadar upazila.

Too meagre for repair of
damaged embankments

STAR NATIONAL DESK

The government has allocated
only 2,000 tonnes of rice worth
about Tk 4 crore for repair of
284-km flood control
embankment damaged by
cyclone Aila in Patuakhali
district against the demand
for Tk 51 crore by Water
Development Board (WDB).

“We had earlier sent sev-
eral letters to the authorities
concerned demanding Tk 51
crore. The allocation is too
poor to meet the need. We
have again sought more allo-
cation to repair the damaged
embankment,” said Md Jahir
Uddin, executive engineer of
PatuakhaliWDB.

Meanwhile, cyclone Aila
washed away fish and shrimp
in enclosures and hatcheries

in Shyamnagar, Assassuni,
Kaliganj, Tala and Debhata
upazilas under Satkhira
district.

Of the embankment,
48.36km was damaged fully
while 236.36km partially in
seven upazilas of Patuakhali,
according to our correspon-
dent.

WDB sources said the storm
damaged 15.236 km embank-
ment fully and 70.86km partly
in Galachipa upazila, 8.28km
fully and 51 km partly in
Kalapara upazila, 2.66 km fully
and 32 km partly in Sadar
upazila, 7km fullyand 15.50 km
partly in Mirzagonj upazila,
7.76km fully and 30.80km
partly in Dumki upazila.

Sources in Satkhira district
fisheries department said the
May 25 cyclone washed away

about 7118 shrimp enclosures
on 26,030 hectares of land and
4031 ponds on 428 hectares of
land in the district, reports our
correspondent.

According to preliminary
estimate, shrimp worth about
Tk 93.2) crore from enclo-
sures, fish worth about Tk
26.72 crore from ponds and
fish fries worth about Tk 3.90
crore from hatcheries were
washed away.

District fisheries depart-
ment officials said the loss
incurred by cyclone Aila in
coastal upazilas in the district
will cast an adverse impact on
shrimp exports and also on
fish supplyto the markets.

Sources said fishing inputs,
including nets and boats, worth
about Tk 39.39 crore were also

damaged by the twister.

8 more sued for war crime

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

the accused on August 10, 1971 picked up

PHOTO: STAR
Sylhet District Bar Association forms a human chain in the city yesterday protesting India's move to

construct Tipaimukh dam in the upstream of Surma and Kushiyara rivers.

Eight'alleged collabordtors of Pakistan '6EEu'i)a-
tion forces were sued on Monday on charge of
murdering a freedom fighter during liberation
warin 1971.

The case was filed with the court of Senior
Judicial magistrate Begum Rozina Akther by
Shukhjan Begum, wife of slain freedom fighter
Mahatab Biswas of village Garhakhola under
Dakope upazila.

The complainant stated in her petition that
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cal torture the nextday.

The eight accused are Nausher Sheikh,
Zahur Sheikh, Mahbub Molla, Hamajuddin,
Shafi Gazi, Asmat Gazi, Elahi Sana and Moni
Sana.All of them are alive.

The court asked the officer-in-charge of
Dakope Police Station to submit a report
after investigation into the allegation by
July 29.

97 BDR MUTINEERS IN SYLHET
Charge-framing
now on July 12

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

A Sylhet court yesterday
deferred charge-framing
against 57 BDR personnel in a
sedition case to July 12.

District and Sessions Judge
Md Momin Ullah fixed the date
as public prosecutor prayed for
time extension. The judge also
fixed the same date for hearing
the bail petitions of the
accused, courtsources said.

All the 57 BDR men of 38
Battalion, accused of staging
mutiny at their battalion
headquarters in Sylhet follow-
ing Pilkhana 'revolt', were
produced in the court.

Public Prosecutor
Misbahuddin Siraj said, “We
have sought time for prepar-
ing the records of the sensa-
tional case so that charges
against the accused can be
framedrightly”.

Earlier, the chief judicial
magistrate had sent the case
records of two sedition cases--
one against 57 and the other
against 51--to the district and
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sessions judge to start trigl
process.

Officer- in-charge (OC) of
Sylhet Kotwali Police Station
Syeduzzaman filed three
sedition cases with the Chief
Judicial Magistrate Court on
17 May against 142 BDR men
of Sylhet Sector Headquarters
and two battalions. Of them,
51 are from 21 Battalion, 57
from 38 Battalion and the rest
from Sector Headquarters.

Jubo League,
BCL clash
over tender
dropping

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Iwo leaders of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) were
injured in a clash between
activists of BCL and Jubo
League over dropping of
tender documents at Barisal
Public Works Department
(PWD) office yesterday.

The injured are Faisal bin
Islam, former cultural affairs
secretary of BM College unit of
BCL, and Dinar, an activist of
city BCL.

Jubo League activists led by
Dipu, Abdullah, Rezvi and
Dollar and BCL men led by
Faisal and Dinar took posi-
tions at Barisal PWD office for
submission of tender papers
for constructing tahsil offices
(land offices) in Babuganj,
Banaripara, and Muladi
upazilas of the district, wit-
nesses said.

Yesterday was the closing
date for submission of the Tk
60 lakh tender.

Both the groups tried to
control tender submission
and prevent the ‘opponents’
from dropping tender docu-
ments withoutnegotiation.

As the BCL men led by
Faisal tried to drop tender at
about 12:30pm, the Jubo
League men interfered, beat
up Faisal and Dinar and made

them leave PWD office pre- |

mises without dropping ten-
der, said witnesses,
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