TRIAL OF WAR CRIMINALS

Foreign interference
won't be tolerated

Says Dipu Moni

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Holding the trial of war crim-
inals of 1971 is exclusively an
Internal matter

from any country will not be
tolerated, Foreign Minister
Dipu Moni said in parlia-
ment yesterday,

"The trial of war criminals
will not have any impact on
the relationship with any
country. We are determined to
continue the trial process,”
she said in astatement.

Her statement came as
Workers' Party lawmaker
Rashed Khan Menon raised a
point ol order on Monday
demanding to know the gov-
ernment’s stance on the com-
ment of a Pakistani official on
the trial of war crimes.

Pakistan's Additional
Secretary for Asia-Pacific
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of
Bangladesh and interference

4 bills placed
in JS for
amendment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Four bills were placed in par-
liament seeking amendments
to four laws including one for
renaming National
Agriculture Award after
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Agriculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury placed the bill
seeking amendment to
National Agriculture Award
Fund Ordinance 1976 to
rename the award as
‘Bangabandhu National
Agriculture Award’'.

LGRD Minister Syed
Ashraful Islam, who is also in-
charge of the establishment
ministry in parliamen, placed
a bill seeking amendment to
Public Servants (dismissal on
conviction) Ordinance 1985 to
increase the term of imprison-
ment of public servants for
their dismissal.

The bill proposed to
increase the term to one year
from six months and to Tk
10,000 from 1,000.

As per the proposed bill, a
public servant will be dis-
missed from the service if he
or she is convicted for one-
year imprisonment.

The LGRD minister also
placed another bill seeking to
amend the Public Servants
Umarriage with foreign nation-
als) Ordinance 1976.

The proposed amend-
ments to both the bills on
public servants were made by
the past caretaker government
through promulgation of two
separate ordinances.

But the ordinances ceased
to have effect on February 25
this year, as they were not
ratified in parliament within
the specific timeframe.

State Minister for Science
and Information &
Communication Technology
Yeafesh Osman placed a bill
seeking to amend
Information and
Communication Act 2006.

All the bills were sent to
respective parliamentary
standing committee for scru-
tiny and submitting the
reports to the House,

3,600 Phensidyl
bottles seized

UNB, Chapainawabganj

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
seized a consignment of 3,600
bottles of Indian Phensidyl
from a truck at Sonamasjid
Taltala in Shibganj upazila on
Monday night.

Acting on a tip-off, a team
of Rab-5 searched a truck near
the land port and seized the
contraband syrup at about
1 1:30pm.

However, no-one was
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arrested in this connection.

Masood Khalid reportedly
told some Bangladeshi jour-
nalists in Islamabad on
Saturday that relation
between Bangladesh and
Pakistan would be cooled if
Dhaka goes on with the
planned trial of war criminals.

In an oblique reference to
the Pakistani official com-
ment, the foreign minister
said the world community
supports the trial and that
conscious people cannot
opposeit,

Meanwhile, Law Minister
Shafique Ahmed told report-
ers yesterday that prosecutors
will be appointed and an
investigation agency will be
formed for the trial soon after
the budget sessionis over.

In parliament, Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni said the
UN is providing legal assis-
tance in holding the trial and

other development partners
also agreed that the war crimi-
nals should be tried In order to
uphold the rule of law and
human rights.

"The world is with us and
the world opinion is also with
us. We are determined to hold
the trial of war criminals with
cooperation from all," she
asserted,

Referring to the Awami
League's electoral pledge to
hold the trial, she said the
people had given the AL full
mandate to hold the long-
awaited trial.

"We want to free the nation
from disgrace by holding the
trial of war criminals. "

The government is working
(0 ensure a transparent pro-
cess of the trial and interna-
tional standards will be main-
tained in the overall process,
she added.

PHOTO: STAR
Communist Party of Bangladesh and Workers Party jointly form a human chain at Muktangan in the
city yesterday protesting Indian initiative to build Tipaimukh Dam.

Take steps to halt
Tipaimukh dam

project

Political parties urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of different political
parties yesterday called upon
the government to take effec-
tive steps to stop the construc-
ton of Tipaimukh dam on
Borak river saying that it will
cause ecological disaster for
the country.

They also urged the people
to raise their voice as India is
going ahead with the con-
struction of the dam violating
the international river laws
and denying the interest of
Bangladesh.

They said vast areas of
Bangladesh will be adversely
affected due to construction
of Tipaimukh dam.
Communist Party of
(CPB) and
Workers Party of Bangladesh
(WPB-Reconstituted) yester-
day formed a human chain
and later held a rally at the
Muktangan in the city to con-
demn the Indian move and
termed itunacceptable.

Speakers at the rally pre-
sided over by CPB President
Manjurul Ahsan Khan said
India cannot interfere with the
natural flow of water of any
river without the consent of
the downstream country.

But India is still doing it
breaching all international

laws, charters and norms, they
added.

The speakers said if the dam
Is built Bangladesh would face
environmental disaster and at
the same time the relation
between the two countries
would be damaged forever.

Moreover, the dam will
harm not only the people of
Bangladesh but also the peo-
ple of three Indian states, they
added.

CPB General Secretary
Mujahidul Islam Selim,
Convener of (WPB-
Reconstituted) Haider Akbar
Khan Rano, CPB central leader
Ruhin Hossain Prince also
addressed the rally.

Meanwhile, Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal (BSD) has
urged the people to resist the
Indian move to build
Tipaimukh Dam unitedly.

At a meeting of its thana
coordinators in the city yester-
day, the party leaders
expressed deep concern over
the conspiracy of turning
Bangladesh into a desert.

They said the past BNP-
Jamaat-led government
including the caretaker gov-
ernment did not say anything
against the construction
oflipaimukh dam and the
present government is also
silent.

Thundershowers likely

UNB, Dhaka

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
or squally wind is likely to occur at a few places over
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places
over Dhaka, Rajshahi, Barisal and Khulna divisions in the
next 12 hours as of 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchan ged over the

country, Metoffice said.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:46pm today and rises at

5:10am tomorrow.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 38.3 degree Celsius
was recorded at Rajshahi and the lowest of 22 2 degree at

Sandwip and Rangamati.

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 34.8 25.5 81 69
Chittagong 32.2 22.8 74 85
Rajshahi 38.3 28.3 78 75
Khulna 35.0 28.8 84 76
Barisal 34.0 29.0 81 75
Sylhet 30.6 23.9 84 77
Cox's Bazar 32.6 22.5 84 86

DISTRICT COMMITTEES
BNP announces
names of
conveners,

Jjt conveners

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP yesterday announced
names of conveners and joint-
conveners ol the convening
committees of its 71 organisa-
tional districts, out of 75,

The conveners have also
been also asked to submit full
lists of the convening commit-
tees with names of other mem -
bers by June 25 and the con-
vening committees will have to
hold councils of all units under
their district by November 15
this year,

The conveners are: Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
(Thakurgaon), Mojahar Ali
Pradhan, MP (Joypurhat), Md
Asadul Habib Dulu
(Lalmonirhat), Omar PFaruk
(Kurigram), Advocate
Mahbubur Rahman (Bogra),
Principal Abdul Gafur Sarkar
(Syedpur), Ahsan Ahmed Hasan
(Nilphamari), Iqbal Hasan Tuku
(Sirajganj), Habibur Rahman
Tota (Pabna), Shahjahan Mia
(Chapainawabganj), Kazi
Murshed (Natore), Mojahar
Hossain (Panchagarh),
Shamsuzzoha Khan (Naogaon),
Azizur Rahman (Rajshahi),
Mizanur Rahman Minu
(Rajshahi city), Rizwanul Haque
(Dinajpur), Ashraf Hossain
Borda (Rangpur), Md
Anisuzzaman Babu
(Gaibandha), SM Faisal
(Habiganj), M Naser Rahman
(Moulvibazar), M Ilias Ali
(Sylhet), Dr Shahriar (Sylhet
city), Begum Selima Rahman
(Barisal North), Md Mojibur
Rahman Sarwar (Barisal South),
Golam Salek (Barisal city),
Golam Nobi Alamgir (Bhola),
Gazi Nuruzzaman Babul
(Pirojpur), Dr T Ahmed
(Jhalakati), Abdur Rashid
Chunnu Mia (Patuakhali),
Matiar Rahman Talukder
(Barguna), Shafiuddin Ahmed
(Chandpur), Sirajul Islam
(Comilla North), Begum Rabeya
Chowdhury (Comilla South),
Advocate Harun-or-Rashid
(Brahmanbaria), Md Abul
Khayer Bhuiyan (Laxmipur),
Md Shahjahan (Noakhali), Maj
(retd) Sayeed Eskander (Feni),
Amir Khasru Mahmud
Chowdhury (Chittagong city),
Golam Akbar Khandaker
(Chittagong North), Jafrul Islam

Chowdhury, MP (Chittagong |
South), Shahjahan Chowdhury |

(Cox's Bazar), Deepen Dewan
(Rangamati), Sarching Pru
Zeree (Bandarban), Wadud
Bhuiyan (Khagrachhari), Maj
Gen (retd) Mahmudul Hasan
(Tangail), Amzad Hossain Bhola
Mollik (Jamalpur), Advocate
Saiful Islam Kalam (Sherpur),
Afzal H Khan (Mymensingh
North), AK Mosharaf Hossain
(Mymensingh South),
Ashrafuddin Khan (Netrokona),
Advocate Fazlur Rahman
(Kishoreganj), Mizanur
Rahman Sinha (Munshiganj),
Brig Gen (retd) ASM Hannan
Shah (Gazipur), Khairul Kabir
Khokan (Narsingdi), Advocate
Taimur Alam Khondakar
(Narayanganj), Abu Nayeem
(Rajbari), Shahjada Mia
(Faridpur), Sirajur Islam Siraj
(Gopalganj), Kazi Humayun
Kabir (Madaripur), Jamal Sharif
Hiru (Shariatpur), Mazedul
Islam (Khulna), Nazrul Islam
Manju, MP (Khulna city),
Advocate Igbal (Narail), Kabir
Murad (Magura), Principal
Sohrab Uddin (Kushtia),
Habibul Islam Habib (Satkhira),
Shahidul Islam Chowdhury
Nayan (Jessore), Mashiur
Rahman (Jhenidah), Md Azad
Hossain, MP (Meherpur),
Mozammel Haque
(Chuadanga), and Advocate
Shamsul Haque (Bagerhat),
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Roundtable

Bangladesh Trading Corporation
organises a roundtable on solar
power in solving electricity crsis.
Venue: National Press Club. Time:
3:00pm.

Eminence organises a dialogue to
mark the World No Tobacco Day.
Venue: Spectra Convention
Centre. Time: 5:00pm.

Seminar

Local Government Engineering
Department organises a seminar
on UGIAP implementation.
Venue: LEGE conference room.
Time: 9:00am,

Book launching

The launching ceremony of the
book 'Image from the wild: Travels
through five Nishorgo Forests' will
be held. Venue: Spectra
Convention Centre. Time:

Wz, :
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EU Trolka led by Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Czech Republic Helena Bambasova calls on

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office in the city yesterday.

PHOTO: PID

Power plant using gas,

paying no bills

Tk 4cr remains unpaid despite several reminders

HASIBUR RAHMAN BiLu, Bogra

—

The Bogra-based GBB Power
Plant Ltd has so far failed to
pay Tk 4.02 crore gas bills to
Pashchimanchal Gas
Company Ltd (PGCL).

PGCL Bogra office sources
said PGCL sent several letters
to GBB requesting it to pay up
the dues, including surcharges,
butGBBisyetto comply.

The 24MW GBB Power
Plant Ltd started production
in March 2008 and it did not
even deposit the required
money for gas connection to
the PGCL properly.

Fauzul Akbar, managing
director (MD) of GBB Power

Plant Ltd, told The Daily Star
over phone yesterday that the
failure of the power plant in
February and Bangladesh
Power Development Board's
non-payment of arrear bills
forced the company into a
situation in which it was
unable to pay the PGCL bills,
"The GBB also raised objec-
tion against PGCL authorities'
excessive billing and
requested solving the matter,”
said Fauzul Akbar.

PGCL Managing Director
Ali Hossain told The Daily Star
yesterday over cellphone that
the issue of GBB's non-
payment of bills would be
placed before the PGCL board

today for adecision.

The chairman of
Petrobangla has said gas
connection to the GEB plant
could be severed soon if the
board decides to do so.

The PGCL Bogra office
sources said according to the
contract, the power plant has
to pay bills within 45 days of
receiving bills but the GBB
authorities have been violat-
ing the agreement from the
beginning.

PGCL accounts sources
said GBB owes PGCL Tk 27.53
lakh in gas bills for last year
and as of May it owes PGCL Tk
3.75 crore, including sur-
charges, in gas bills.

Dhaka can expedite its

democratic development
Says EU Troika delegation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The European Union (EU)
Troika delegation thinks that
having all the democratic
institutions in place,
Bangladesh can expedite its
democratic development.

"It is essential to have
democratic institutions like
parliament, Election
Commission (EC), Human
Rights Commission, Anti-
corruption Commission
(ACC) and independent judi-
cial system in place for the
country's democratic devel-
opment,” said Helena
Bambasova, leader of the
visiting EU Troika delegation,
at a press conference at Brac
Centre Innin the city.

She said apart from these,
the politicians, people and the
media should also learn how
to act in a democracy for
democratic deyelopment.

"Democracy is in fact a
process. It is not an act that
implementation of it can give
you democracy forever," she
added.

Ending a two-day visit to
Dhaka, the Troika delegation
chief said they had talked to
the prime minister, opposi-
tion leader, ministers of for-
eign affairs, law and finance
and discussed various issues
including economic situation,
good governance, human
rights, trial of war criminals,
women and child rights and
extra-judicial killings.

Helena, also the deputy
minister for foreign affairs of
Czech Republic, said the oppo-
sition party should play con-
structive role in parliament for
the sake ofdemocracy:.

She expressed concern
over the "numerous deaths of
BDR personnel in custody”
saying it is imperative that all

such deaths are thoroughly
investigated and those
responsible are punished.

Appreciating the govern-
ment's commitment for zero
tolerance to extra-judicial
killings, the delegation chief
said all such killings should be
investigated properly without
any exception.

Regarding the issue of trial
of war criminals, the Troika
leader said they can offer their
expertise because it's a com-
plicated issue both from
political and legal points of
view.

Asked about terrorism and
extremism, she said, "As a
Muslim-majority nation
Bangladesh has an important
role to play against extremism
in South Asia and the wider

world.”
About the adverse impact
of climate change, Helena said

the EU will help Bangladesh to

have access to global fund to

AL rejects

BNP's call
for mid-term
election

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Syed Ashraful
yesterday rejected outright the
BNP's demand for dissolutign
of parliament and mid-term
elections.

Saying that BNP Sec
General Khandaker Delwar
Hossain is daydreaming abouy
mid-term polls, Ashraful
urged the opposition to return
to parliament to make demoe-
racy stronger.

Ashraful, also the spokes.
person of Awami League, said,
“No such incident took place
in the country in the last five
months that the parliament
should be dissolved."

On Monday, Delwar
claimed that the government's
popularity has dropped to zero
in the last five months.

Pointing to the ruling
Awami League, he said, “We
challenge you to dissolye
parliament and go for a free
and fair election.”

The AL spokesperson
called on the opposition to
stop daydreaming about
interim polls and return to
parliament instead.

He was talking to reporters
after a joint meeting at the
party's Dhanmondi office in
the city.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Language
Movement
veteran and
journalist
. R i g
Shamsuddin
passed away
due to brain
hemorrhage at a city hospital
yesterdayat the age of 84.

He will be buried at the
Azimpur Graveyard in the city
after a namaz-e-janaza at the
Central Mosque of Dhaka
University after Asr prayers
today.

Shamsuddin, who hailed
from Mirersarai in Chittagong,
worked at the Daily Sangbad,
the Ittefaq and the Janakantha
in his career, says a press -

adaptto climate change.

About EU development
funds for Bangladesh, David
Tur at the EC, said despite
recession, the EU would con-
tinue to provide 50 million
Euros per year until 2013 in
health, education, gover-
nance, trade diversification
and disaster management
sectors.

Swedish Ambassador Britt
Hagstrom, Morgan Mc Swiney,
counsellor for South Asia, and
Stefan Frowein, ambassador
of the delegation of the EC,
were present at the press
conference.

PHOTO PUBALI BANK
Dhaka University Vice Chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique
Inaugurates the computer lab of Department of Development
Studies at the university yesterday. Hafiz Ahmed Mazumder, MP,
chairman of Pubali Bank, and Helal Ahmed Chowdhury, managing
director, attended the inaugural ceremony. Pubali Bank donated
Tk 17.50 lakh for the development of the computer lab.

No hilsa fishing for 2 months

FROM PAGE 1
The production of hilsa has

increased by around one lakh
tonne after four sanctuaries
were declared and putting a
ban on catching jatka (hilsa
fry), the official added.

In 2001-2002 the hilsa
production was 1.99 lakh
tonne, which went up to 3 lakh
tonne in 2008-2009, said Dr
GC Halder, director research
of Bangladesh Fish Research
Institute.

The production has shot up
because of the ban on catching
hilsa from their breeding
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grounds that include Hatia,
Sandwip and Dhalchar for 10
days from October 15 to 24 last
year. This year 95 percent hilsa
fish laid eggs, which was only 5
percentlastyear, he continued.

He said the number of jatka
hasincreased in plenty this year.

There is also a ban on
catching, transporting and

6:00pm.

Leadership

orientation

The second round of the
leadership orientation on climate
charge for the lawmakers will be
held. Venue: Sheraton Hotel.

Time: 10:30am.

selling of jatka (up to 23cm)
from November 1 to March 30
as per the Fish Conservation
Act-1950, he said.

The first sanctuary is a
100km long stretch in the
Meghna River and its
branches from Shatnol of
Chandpur to Char Alexander
of Lakshmipur.

The second one is a 90km
long Shahbajpur channel of
Meghna confluence including
Madanpur of Manpura, Char
Ilisha, Char Pial of Bhola
district.

The third sanctuary covers
100km long Tentulia river
from Bheduria of Bhola to
Char Rustom of Patuakhali
while the fourth is 40km long

"Andharmanik river route

under Kalapara upazila in
Patuakhali. ;

Fishing in the first three
sanctuaries is prohibited from
March to April while in the

fourth one the ban comes into
effect from November to
January, said an official of the
ministry.

Hesaid they have a target to
increase the production from
3 lakh tonne to 6 lakh tonne in
future and 4 lakh to 4.5 lakh
tonne within a fewyears,

The announcement of the
new sanctuary is part of their
campaign to achieve the
target. Meetings will also be
held at local level to grow
awareness among fishermen
so that they themselves do not
fish during those times, he
said.

The government also
decided to increase the aid
being given to the affected
fishermen. The government
will provide them with 15kg of
rice instead of 10kg. The cash
Tk 2,000 will also see a rise, the
official said.

release.

A noted columnist, he fell
vicim to the wrath of the
fundamentalists for his writ-
Ings against Fatwa (religious
edicts) in the Janakantha.

He translated many clas-
sics for the juvenile that were
published from Sheba
Prokashoni.

Rehana Parveen (Nina)
METRO DESK

Rehana
Parveen -
(Nina), a
senior
teacher of
Maple Leaf
Internationa
| School,
passed away at Labaid
Hospital in the city yesterday,
says a press release.

Creative and innovative,
Rehana who taught craft and
needle work in the school, had
a long association of more
than 17 years with Maple Leaf.
She was also a cookery and
craft instructor for The Duke
of Edinburgh's programme.

She left behind a son, hus-
band, mother, sister, brothers.

Abdur Razzak
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jatya Party (JP) leader Abdur
Razzak, also the chairman of
Bheramara upazila in Kushtia,
passed away at a city hospital
on Monday, says a press
release.

JP Chairman HM Ershad
expressed shock at his death
and prayed for eternal peace
of the departed soul.

MdZaman
METRO DESK

Md Zaman, president of
Bangladesh Federation of
Rural and Urban Poor, passed
away at his residence in the
city yesterday at the age of 65,
says a pressrelease.

He was buried at Savar
yesterday after namaz-e-
janazaon DCC compound.

Death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
17th death
anniversary
of Faruk
Hossain,
former
Noapara
— MRS correspon-
dent of Dainik Ranar and
Purabi, published from
Jessore, says a press release.
On the occasion,
Qurankhwani will be held at
his village home in Jessore.




