Exhibition
Title: Pathos

WHAT'S
ON THIS
WEEK

Time: 12-8pm
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Solo Painting

Artist: Ranjit Das
Venue: Bengal Gallery
of Fine Arts, H 275/F ,
Rd 27 (old), Dhanmondi
Date: May 28- June 10

DHAKATUESDAY JUNE 9, 2009 Culture@thedailystar.net

Film Festival

Title: 50 Years of the
Alilance Francaise, Dhaka
Erulnlnr: Zahir Ralhan
iim Society & AFD
Yonue: Auditorum, AFD, 26,
Mipur Road, Dhanmondl
Date: June 7-11 from Spm
onwards
June 9; ‘Breathless' & The
Hole'/The Night Watch'

Gall to re-explore the works of

Munier Chowdhury

Discussion and memorial meeting at Shilpakala
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(Froma right) Ataur Rahman, Ramendu Majumder, Dr. Abdus Selim, Kamal Lohani, Dr. Mohammad Jainuddin,
Dr Soumitra Shekhar and Professor Ratan Siddiqui at the seminar.

NADIA SARWAT

......................................................

A lively discussion on Shaheed
Munier Chowdhury was organised by
the Department of Theatre and Film,
Bangladesh Shilpakala” Academy
(BSA) on June 7. The three-hour
event, which held concentration of
the audience till the end, was held at
the seminar hall of The National
Theatre Stage.

Kamal Lohani, director general of

the litterateur-playwright, focusing
especially on his plays and how the
contemporary generations evaluate
his creation. Professor Abdus Selim,
Dr. Soumitra Shekhar, Professor Ratan
Siddiquiand theatre personality Ataur
Rahman were present as discussants.
President of ITI, Ramendu Majumdar;
Asif Munier, theatre activist and the
son of Munier Chowdhury, along with
a number of theatre practitioners,
activists and literary enthusiasts were
also present at the event and partiei-

BSA, preSidtd oveY YWe' évent afid a8 pEtLdaTthE discussion. ;

acted a$ thé modetatot of the discus-
sion. Sara Ara Mahmud, director of the
department of Theatre and Film,
presented the welcome speech. Dr.
Mohammad Jainuddin presented the
keynote paper on the life and works of

- BTV
News Headlines (Bangla) at 9:00 am.
News (Bangla) 21 8:00 am 2:00
pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm.
News (Engfish) at 10:00am, 4:00 pm,
10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
14:30 pm. (To be lelecast op all
Bangla channels).
CHANMEL-i
News (Bangla): 7:00 am, 9:00 am,
2:00 pm, 9:00 pm, 10:30 pm, 12:30 am
Jonopad-er Khobor: 5:15 pm
ATN BANGLA
NEWS (Bangla): 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
2:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm, 11:00 pm,
1:00 am, 4:00 am
News Every Hour: 7:00am, 11:00am,
12:00pm, 01:00pm, 3:00pm, 04:00pm
News (English): 9.00 am, 6:00 pm.
Gram-Ganjer Khobor: 5:00 pm

 BANGLAVISION
News (Bangia) at 7:30am. 1:30pm.
5:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm. |
News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00am.
12:00am. 4:00pm.
News (English) at 6:00pm
 Riv
.~ News (Bangla): 2:30 pm, 4:30 pm,

b -m
Comty
- News (Bangla).7:30am, 12:02pm.
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"Though most of us remember
Munier Chowdhury as a playwright,
he was also a litterateur, education-
Ist, translator, director, actor and
theatre activist. Braving an indiffer-

nity for cultural activities, he was
devoted to developing our theatre
and successfully did so. His views on
life were developed through an
assimilation of contemporary
thoughts, history, and cultural heri-
tage -- making his literary works
secular, liberal, humanitarian and
progressive. But in an independent
country where there are so many
possibilities, his presence is not
strongly felt. What's left are his works,
whicheavill always be a source of
inspitation fO¥generatlons,” said Dr.
Mohammad Jainuddin in his paper.
The next speaker, Dr. Abdus Selim,
remembered the inspiring personal-
ity of Munier Chowdhury as a won-
derful teacher, persuasive orator and
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Exhibition

Venue. Pratidandi

Bazar
Date: June 7-13
Time: 10am -8pm

Dr. Soumitra Shekhar in his
charged speech noted, "Our evalua-
tion of Munier Chowdhury seems to
be limited to the play 'Kabor,' a great
work in its right. His works mostly
remain unexplored though; we could
not actually present his work to our
young. In our interpretation of the
play "Raktakto Prantor," we teach our
students how powerful the central
character Zohra is, who sided with her
religion, refusing to respond to her
heart. But Munier Choudhury offers a
parallel to the reader, which is Hiron
Bala. Most of us ignore Hiron Bala as a
marginal character, though she repre-
sents an epitome of true human emo-
tions. Munier Chowdhury wrote the
play under a grant from the then
Pakistani government to uphold
Muslim heroism in the third battle of
Panipath. What he delivered through
the playis astrong antiwar message."

Sharing his fond memories of
Munier Choudhury, Ataur Rahman
said, "If Munier Chowdhury didn't
exist, our plays would have remained
only as literature. Through his direct
effort as a playwright, director, actor
and organiser, he developed plays as
a co-operative art form, and shaped
our theatre. He was, in all sense, a
modern man."

hrough the discussion the
demand emerged to re-publish tu's

‘works, n-imﬂ!trfgﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁm

as well as plays,‘as they are not readlly
available in the market. Kamal Lohani
expressed his willingness to work on
this issue. The event ended with read-
Ing out excerpts from works of Munier

Photo and Book

Title: Rabindra-Nazrul
Organiser: Pratidandi, a
socio-cultural orgarisation

Bhaban, 136, Shankhari
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Drama serial Sadek Dafadar
on ATN Bangla tonight

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

L A L e Yyt

AIN Bangla will air drama
serial “Sadek Dafadar” tonight
at 8:40pm. Written by
Brindaban Das, the serial is
directed by renowned actor-
director Abul Hayat.

The Plot: Sadek Ali Dafadar,
a senior village-guard lives a
moderately content life with
his daughter. The villagers
respect him for his honesty
and dedication to his job. He is
also a renowned 'dhuli’ ('dhol’
player).

But his blissful life gets an
abrupt jolt, when one day his
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Mir Sabbir and Ishita in the play.

Mir Sabbir, Shahed, Richi
Solaiman, Ishita and Dolly

the incident forces Sadek to
resign from his post to take

daughter is kidnapped by an revenge. Zahur play other central roles.
influential person's son. Abul Hayat plays the pro- The serial is aired on Tues-
The story gets a twist, when tagonist, Sadek Dafadar, while daysand Thursdays

PHOTO COURTESY B.AHGLA.RCHOK}-LCDH
Mohakal Natya Sampraday staged its production “Ahom Tamoshaye” at the National
Theatre Stage, Bangladesh Shipakala Academy on June 7. Written by Anan Zaman, and

directed by Azad Abul Kalam, the play is a symbolic protest against the decay of social

entatmosphere and limited opportu- devoted activist. Chowdhury and poetryrecitation. and human values.
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