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Sixty-second stories
Workshop on filmmaking by UNICEF

Esraj recital by MAINUL HASSAN

Buddhadeb Das
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‘Esraj,' sibling of 'dilruba’ (literally mean-
ing "robber of the heart”) and 'sarangi’
(evocative of a "hundred colours”), is an
instrument that possesses the ability to
pull at the strings of the coldest of hearts.
[n the hands of a seasoned musician,
Esraj can be like an effusive lover -- pro-
viding moments of tranquillity and con-
juring a storm of emotions. There has to
be areason why Tagore is believed to have
been an ardent admirer of this instru-
ment (it is often the accompanying
instrument of choice for Rabindra
Sangeet singing). Esraj requires the most
serious of connoisseurs; only absolute
silence will do. Justifiably, the audience at
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts on June 4
evening were getting annoyed at the
otherwise tolerable camera shutter
sounds.

The performer: Buddhadeb Das, from
Shantiniketan (the best known exponent
of the instrument at present). The object
of everyone's affections: his esraj.

A young instrument by sub-

continental terms (being only about 200
years old), esraj is notoriously difficult to
play and tune. It's traditionally been used
primarily for accompanying singers
(shadowing the vocalist's improvisa-
tions), but in recent times it has become

recognised as a solo instrument used for

full 'raaga’ development. What makes
esraj (or, for that matter, its siblings --

dilruba and sarangl) unique is that it

closely resembles the sound of the
human voice -- able to imitate vocal

ornaments such as 'gamak’ (shake) and

‘meend’ (sliding movements).

Esraj has a medium sized sitar-like
neck with 20 heavy metal frets. The neck
holds on a long wooden rack of 12-15
sympathetic strings. Four main strings

are bowed. The bowis known as 'gaz.’

Buddhadeb Das started off with a
rendition of "Raaga Puriya
Dhanashree.” Initially, it was just esraj
alone; after some 15/20 minutes, tabla
joined in. Elaborating with "alaap’ and
‘jod," the rendition -- within a brief
duration -- demonstrated the eclectic
gamut of the instrument and the musi-
cian's hold on it. During the two-hour
performance, Das' esraj also rendered
"Jhinjhoti" and "Bhairavi.” By the time
the performance wrapped up, the audi-
ence seemed intoxicated -- after effects
of having heartstrings pulled.

Prior to this, Das had performed a solo
recital, organised by 'Shadhona’ last
month.

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

UNICEE in association with
European Cultural Founda-
tion and the One Minutes
Foundation, held a five-day
workshop (from May 31 to
June 4) on filmmaking for
youngsters. The project
aimed at enabling the youths
(aged 12-20) to narrate their
stories in sixty-second
videos. The premier of the
videos produced at the
workshop was held at Goethe
Institut-Bangladesh on June
4,

A total of 17 adolescents --
Abu Sayeed Nisan, Sadiya
Tabassum, Sabrina Haque
Saba, Masud Al Kawsar, Sazi
Sami, Mobasshera
Tarannum, Shamima Akhter,
Rahian Ahmed, Laila Noor
Chaity, Rani Khan, Nishi
Akhter, Sharmin Akhter,
Shahnoor Azad, Mosammat
Shumi Akhter, Md. Imran
Hossain, Ayubur Rahman
and Yasin Rahman Shumon -
- from different backgrounds
were selected for the work-
shop. Children's Film Society
and Children's TV Founda-
tion-Bangladesh were the
facilitators of the event.

Over five days, the partici-
pants learned how to tell a
story in a one-minute video.
Tépids were''chosen by the
young filmmakers, who were
also the actors and behind
the camera.

"This workshop has been a
great opportunity forme. I've
learnt to articulate my
feelings and observations
through a film which is no
longer than one minute,”
said Yasin Rahman. Yasin was
selected as part of the PCAR
(Protection of Children at
Risk) project by UNICEE

Young participants with organisers at the closing programme of the workshop.

which aims to protect
homeless children from
abuse, exploitation and
violence. Yasin's film was
called "Street Life." "Through

this film, 1've wied to' porttay ™ --

my own experiences,” said
Yasin.

Other films screened at the
workshop included "What
Will Happen Next?,”
"Nupur,” "Queendom,”
"Untold," "Hide," "Azad,"
"My Beautiful Bangladesh,”
"I Want Freedom," "Canvas,”"
"Wonderful Life," "Dream,”
"Rickshaw Ride" and "Bro-
ken Hope."

"Children rarely get

opportunities to express their

feelings. Through this
workshop, we wanted to
provide them with a chance
to share their personal stories

expettations, and also’their
fears and problems at home
or at school," said Christine
Jaulmes, chief, Communica-
tion and Information Sec-
tion, United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund.

This is the first time this
workshop has been held in
Bangladesh.

"Since 2002, UNICEFE
European Cultural Founda-
tion and One Minutes

their PAYSTONs] themr”

Foundation have been
holding such workshops in
70 countries,” said Karen
Cirillo, executive producer,
Children's Broadcasting
[nitiatives, UNICEE, NY, who
flew to Bangladesh for the
event.

"Videos produced through
the workshops worldwide are
sent to the 'One Minutes Film
Festival,'" added Cirillo. This
year the festival will take
place in Amsterdam in
October.

"It was a great experience
working with Bangladeshi
children. We found them to
be very creative and tal-
ented," Cirillo added.

After the screenings,
certificates were handed to
the participants.

The closing ceremony was
well attended by the staff of
UNICEE representatives of
various organisations
working with children and
media personalities, includ-
ing Faridur Reza Sagor,
Nawazish Ali Khan, M.
Hamid and others. Faridur
Reza Sagor announced prize
money worth US $ 100 for
each participant.
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Child actors of Sonar Tori Cultural School stage the play “Gaan-er Pakhi.” B S bt s ?ftmrﬂf lg]fadngf::;t??eurca;i?i
MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail 'Enri Cultural -S'chuol slagt_a*d the play functionandspoke asthechiefguest. Written and directed by ;:géiinazsanuﬂix;rzilghitaer;:i
.......................................................... iagn-gr?amh an adaptation of a Hans Among others, Nasrin Awal Mintu, Mamunur Rashid, drama serial Byt Lalchan Sarder is not a fan of
A lively cultural function and a pl'a)' g‘.[ul;;t;an Andersen story by Abul pDebapriya's wife Dr. Irina Bhattacharya, "Naksha" will be aired tonightat  mpdern architecture. So he has a
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performed by children, were staged in Teachers of Sonar Tori Cultural School, s Ve o Slkﬂ.f‘lder i ‘and the g:‘ILhDI; ?Edf altl'gltﬁ;eThls'z:ls et s L ol S
Tangail last Friday. Bidyut Chandra Saha and Sujan Ahmed Shamsunnahar Shanti, Syed Aminul pee 3 P 2 serial, gserial focuses on the gap
Sonar Tori Cultural School and did thebackground musicfor the play. ' Haque Kaiser and Sanjida Yasmin (direc- g:::da every Saturday and petweentwo geperaljons..
.-\nanti!apa_th Shishu _Bikash Bidyajlay in Students of Anandapath Shishu tor and principal of Sonar Tori Cultural ThE};eria] CT I The cast mcludg.‘; ATM
Tl?nigall Jmpt]y a::-rg:m1*3.«'*:[(;:1 the function at Bikash Bidyalay performed songs at the School and Anandapath Shishu Bikash Old Dhaka resident, Lalchan giﬁﬁm }T A }-{asap R 3 o4
the former's campus in the town. venue. Renowned economist Dr. Bidyalay respectively) attended the Sarder. He had marrlied thri : g8aNy. JeXhel : reta i
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At the function, child artists of Sonar Debapriya Bhattacharya attended the event and has 18 children. None of f;;zr:bpﬂﬁ;nh;;;gifﬁds'hl' frum?';ir::: ?‘aman D N
Houston, ready for Drama serial Bhangan on i " chi
; PS umdog” child star
a comeb ac k CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT the second son, has been missing since his wife Nira, to u bl is h I ife Sto r
........................................................................... married his younger brother, Rafiq. Rafiq and Nira y
Drama serial "Bhangan” will be aired tonight on ::ﬂ e F::;ur;try,fleawng'[‘upu g --‘Nira'schi.l- . 2. A o e
Desh TV-at 9:30p0t. Written by Touhin Hasan and .y . i oo S e Y N ¢ o 3 TRERE
directed by Parvez Amin, the serial is aired every looks after Topu and Tithi as his own children. Asgar, : \ Fm\, 1 N e
Sundayand Monday. the youngest son of the family is a workaholic, which SR, v
" At the centre of the serial is an octogenarian man, causes issues in his conjugal life. Romana is the only
) Rahman. Once a government official, he has been daughter of Rahman, who is married to a well of
bedridden for twenty years because of paralysis. All family. Romana often visits the family and likes to
his savings went to building a house and he is now lecture her brothers on taking care of their father.
cared for by his sons. Mobin is the eldest, who is now The cast includes Afroza Banu, Azad Abul Kalam,
lh.E decision-maker of the family. Amiddle-agedman  Chandni, Hillol, Tinni, Shojol, Elora Gauhar, Shamsul
with a strong personality, Mobin has no child. Shafiq, Alam Bakuland others.
Pop divaWhitney Houston's first album in seven years is set for release
inAugust, her record company has announced. AP, London
The new record, which is being produced by Akon and the Black
. - isasyc[ unﬂde¢ -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In recent years, Houston hit the headlines for her divorce from One of the child stars of the Oscar-winning movie "Slumdog Millionaire® is
singer Bobby Brown and stints in rehab. to publish her life story.
In February, she performed at a pre-Grammy Awards party and Transworld Publishers says Rubina Ali's book will tell the story of her life
presented aprize at the US ceremony. in the shantytown where she grew up.
The 45-year-old singer, whose self-titled debut record became a hit Danny Boyle cast 9-year-old Rubina in the film about an orphan from
in 1985, has sold some 170 million records around the globe. Mumbai's slums who wins a quizshow.
She has won a slew of awards during her career, including six The filmmakers set up a trust aimed at ensuring that the children who
Grammys and 23 American Music Awards. acted in the movie get proper homes and a decent education but relations
Her 2002 album entitled "Just Whitney,” failed to generate much have grown tense amid disagreements over money.
interest though. Madeline Toy at Transworld Publishers said Friday that "Slumgirl
CERENERREEY N e R e Dreaming: My Journey to the Stars” willbe published in Britain in mid-July.
B She said : AT : .
 Source Chandni in a scene from “Bhangan.” mudiz;;::::l :lrlg:::])ri:::::nwull go to Ali and Medecins du Monde, a French




