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French President Nicolas Sarkozy (R), US President Barack Obama and French First Lady Carla
Bruni-Sarkozy (L) arrive yesterday at the Caen Prefecture before the commemorations marking the
65th anniversary of the June 6, 1944 allied landings in Normandy, northwestern France.

Obama joins European
veterans to mark D-Day

Atlantic alliance has allowed for extraordinary
prosperity and security on both sides of the
Adantic,” Obama said at a news conference
with French President Nicolas Sarkozy in
nearby Caen.

"The fact that France fully reintegrated into
to Nato this year under President Sarkozy's
leadership is just one further indication of the
degree to which US-French cooperation can
help to underpin not only security in Europe
but also a more secure and prosperous world
beyond Europe,” Obama said before heading
to the D-Day commemoration.

I'he ceremony was to culminate with a 12-
plane flyover by French, British and American
jets, including a manoeuvre in which one jet
fighter suddenly veers off vertically to symbol-
ise asoldierlostin combat.

J‘\.p. Omaha Beach

On the 65th anniversary of the Allies’ D-Day
landings, President Barack Obama yesterday paid
tribute to the invasion that turned the tde of
World War Il and cemented the trans-Atlantic
alliance

Normandy's cliffs and coastline, stll
pocked with gun emplacements and other
remnants of the war, provided sure footing
for an American president. The site for
Obama’s last speech of his international tour
was the American Cemetery above Omaha
Beach near Colleville-sur-Mer. The leaders of
France, Britain and Canada also planned
remarks.

“This day marks not only the triumph of
freedom, but it also marks how the trans-
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are notdiverted,” he added.

Gordon Brown vowed to soldier on as
Britain’s prime minister yesterday,
admitting that he faced an unprece.
dented period of turbulence he awaited

another electoral bloodbath.,

A day after reshuffling his cabinet in a
desperate bid to reassert his authority,
Brown again insisted that he had no
intention of standing down as he headed
to the battlefields of Normandy in a brief
respite from the fight for his political life,

“Ithinkit's important to recognise that
in these unprecedented times, we are
bound to have ups and downs in politics,”
Brown told reporters as he promised to
“cleanup politics” in the wake of a blister-

ingexpenses scandal.

"Wekeeponwiththetask athand ... We

versary of D-Day,
Ten ministers --

But despite his defiance, British news-
papers said Brown's government had
been fatally wounded and called for a
general election, while some said it was
time for him to step down after heavy
defeatinlocal English elections.

Results from European polls are due
on Sunday, which are expected to yield
equally disastrous results,

Brown's cabinet shake-up was
brought forward ahead of Saturday's
rip to France to be alongside US
President Barack Obama and France's
Nicolas Sarkozy to mark the 65th anni-

some embroiled in a
row over personal expenses
resigned in the past week. Political ana-
lysts believe Labour has little chance of
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Brown battles on to
salvage 'authority’

1990,

have

winning the next general election that
must be held by June 2010.

A victory for the main opposition
Conservatives,
Cameron, would see the Tories in power
forthe first time since 1997.

Brown will be hoping his hasty reshuf-
fle does not bring a repeat of Margaret
Thatcher's downfall as prime minister,
which came as she was holed up at a
European summit in Paris in November

headed by David

Former Labour leader Neil Kinnock
insisted Brown should remain in power.

“I'm absolutely certain that Gordon
Is the best man 1o take us through the
recession, which is by far the most
dominant issue facing the country and
on people’s minds,” he told Sky News
television.

UN chief holds talks with US,
Japan on climate change

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Climate change figured promi-
nently in UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon's recent
talks with senior officials from
the United States and Japan,
his spokesperson announced
yesterday

Ban wrapped up a visit to
Washington, DC, on Friday,
where he met with US
Energy Secretary Steven Chu
to discuss international
cooperation to deal with
climate change, including
mitigation efforts in devel-
oped countries and greater
collaboration with poorer
nations.

UN secretary-general held
talks with US Vice-President

Joseph Biden and discussed
human rights situation in
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Sri
Lanka, Myanmar, Sudan, the
Democratic People's Republic
of Korea (DPRK) and global

warming.
They also discussed US
financial support for the

United Nations, "a topic on
which the US Vice-President
was supportive,” UN spokes-
person Farhan Haq told report-
ers, according to areport of UN
news centre received in Dhaka
onSaturday.

While in the US capital, Ban
attended a meeting hosted by
Senate Majority Whip Richard
Durbin, which was attended
by a bi-partisan group of
senators,

Philippine troops kill 30

Moro rebels,

AFP, Cotabato

The Philippines' military said
yesterday its troops had killed
30 Muslim separatist guerrillas
in three days of fighting on the
southernisland ofMindanao,

Ground troops supported by
artillery barrages and rocket-
finng ground-attack aircraft
seized the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) camp
near the town of Guindulungan
early Saturday, said Lieutenant-
Colonel Jonathan Ponce,
spokesman for an army division
whose units took part in the
fight.

He estimated that, in addi-
tion to the 30 dead, 20 wounded

seize camp

rebels escaped with the camp's
defenders after they were
routed by the assault that began
Thursday. Earlier, the govern-
ment reported that 13 rebels
were killed.

Five soldiers were wounded
in the successful operation,
Ponce added.

"We used artillery and we
used close air support, explain-
Ing the large casualty count,” he
said.

Soldiers retrieved some of
the bodies from shallow graves
dug by the rebels for their dead
comrades, he said, explaining
that Muslim custom required
that the dead had to be buried
before sundown.

No ofticial Bush-era deal with
Israel on settlements: Hillary

Barack Obama has repeatedly called on Israel to
halt all settlement activity in Palestinian areas, a
demand ll'}L'lLL'Li 11'_», tic govermment ol Israeli

AFP, W ashingron
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ejecied isracl ha ¢ Bus |
tratuon had reached a binding agreement with LIe Israclls say |.,|I. V received commitment
Israel on Jewish settlements in the occupied terri-  from the previous US administration of president

GeorgeW. Bush permitting some growth in existing
settlerments

[hey say the US poSition was laid 60rin 42004
letter from Bush to then Israeli premier Ariel
Sharon.

HillaryClinton rejected that claim, saying any
such US stance was informal and "did not become
part of the othcial position of the United States
government.

(ONES

~“We have the hegotiating retdrd, that is the
official récord that was turned over to the Obama
administration by the outgoing Bush administra-
ton,” Clinton said at a joint press conference with

her Turkish counterpartAhmet Davutoglu
There is no memonalisation of any informal or
oralagreement” concerningthe settlements, she said.
Since coming to office in January, President
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36 reported killed in
Amazon land protest

AP, Lima

Indians protesting govern-
ment moves to develo:

lands barttled police in Peru's
Amazon on Friday, with

authorities and Indian leaders

separatelyreporting 11 police |

and 25 protesters deaths.

Accountsoftheclashesand
death tolls varied widely, as no
independent journalists
appeared to be present on the
remote jungle highway in the
northern province of
Utcubamba where the fight-
Ing took place.

But the politcal violenhce
was Peru’'s worst in years and
augured ill for President Alan
Garcia, who has championed
development of the Andean
nation's natural resources

despite the objections of
indigenous groups.

Authorities announced a

lew b '
Minister
Mercedes Cabanillos said
Indians were holding 38 police
officers ‘hostage at ‘a' facllity
belonging to state ¢il com-
pany Petroperu.

Theviolence erupted before
dawn as officers broke up a
road blockade by some 5,000
Indians in an area called Curva
del Diablo, or “Devil's Curve.”

Protest leaders said police
opened fire from helicopters
with bullets and tear gas, while
national police director Jose
Sanchez Farfan said protesters
attacked officers, some with
firearms. He said they also set
fire to government buildings.
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PHOTO AFp
US President’s wife Michelle
Obama visits with her two
daughters Malia (L) and
Sasha (R) the Eiffel tower on
Friday in Paris.

Michelle and
daughters

g0 up the
Eiffel Tower

MP, Paris

US First Lady Michelle Obama
look her two daughters up the
Eiffel Tower for a birds-eye
view of Paris at sunset Friday
after flying in to France to join
President Barack Obama, who
arrived from Germany,

Hundreds of onlookers
screamed "Michelle® as she
stepped out of a Chevrolet 1o
wave to the crowd before
shepherding Malia, 10, and
Sasha, seven, into the land-
mark tower by a discreet side
entrance in the south pillar.

I'he Mayor of Paris
Bertrand Delanoe was on hand
to welcome the US party atone
of the world's most visited
attractions, with six million
Visitorsayear.

The iron-laced monu-
ment, emblem of the Paris
skyline, remained open
throughout the family's 30-
minute tour with tourists
climbing its steps and milling
about below.

PHOTO: AFP

Peruvian natives clash with police on Friday in Bagua, some 1000 km north of Lima. Nine Peruvian
police officers and an undetermined number of civilians have been killed in clashes in the Amazon, 2

local mayor said on Friday.

36 killed in central
Somalia fighting

AFP, Mogadishu

At least 36 people were killed
Friday in central Somalia when

Sharif Sheikh Ahmed.

A spokesman for Hezb al-
Islamiya, a movement headed
by Sharit’s rival Sheikh Hassan
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