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Costa Rica rip USA

AFP, San Jose

Alvario Saborio and Selso
Borges scored early goals
to give Costa Rica a 3-1
victory over the United
States here on Wednesday,
putting the Ticos atop
North America's World
Cup 2010 qualifying.

Costa Rica improved to 3-1 for nine points in
the North and Central America and Caribbean
region (CONCACAF) to move past the
Americans, who slid to 2-1-1 for seven points to
stand second in the six-nation hexagonal quali-
fyingevent.

The top three teams advance directly to the
2010 World Cup finals in South Africa. The
fourth-place team must come through against
the fifth-best from South America in a playoff to
reach South Africa.

The Americans suffered their sixth loss in a
row at Costa Rica, the longest US road losing
streak to any foe, and remained winless on the
artificial turf of Saprissa Stadium, known for
rowdy supporters fenced offnear the pitch.

The Ticos seized the lead in the opening
seconds when Saborio sent the ball high and
bent it around diving US goalkeeper Tim
Howard.

Saborio netted the second-fastest goal ever

allowed by the US lineup in a World Cup quali-
fier, the only faster being a header in the first
minute by Carlos Hermosillio in a 2-2 draw with
Mexico from 1997.

Borges took a pass from Esteban Sirias and
blasted the ball into the netin the 12th minute to
double the hosts' edge.

Pablo Herrera put the finishing touches on
the rout in the 68th minute as the margin
matched the 3-0 drubbing suffered by the US
team in 2005 in their most recent prior visit to
Costa Rica.

Landon Donovan averted a shutout with a
penalty kick in the second minute of stoppage
time, netting the first US goal in Costa Rica since
2000 with aright-footed blast.

Adding to the Americans' woes was a yellow
card on US midfielder Michael Bradley in the
55th minute, one that will keep him out Saturday
against Honduras in Chicago in the next qualify-
ing match.

US forward Brian Ching had a hamstring
injury and missed the match, which was brought
forward one week to allow the Americans to
prepare for and play in the FIFA Confederations
Cup later this month in South Africa.

Qualifying matches continue Saturday when
Costa Rica will visit Trinidad and Tobago, the US
squad plays host to Honduras and Mexico will
travel to El Salvador.

'Kaka still
l‘._;lf.c;o;ba_ll | *

AFP, Rome

Brazilian playmaker Kaka remains an AC Milan
player, despite reports from Spain he is heading
for Real Madrid in a 65-million-euro deal,
Milan owner Silvio Berlusconi said Wednesday.

Spanish radio station Cadena Ser reported
on Tuesday the deal had been agreed by newly-
installed Real president Florentino Perez, AC
Milan vice-president Adriano Galliani and
Bosco Leite, Kaka's father and agent.

But Berlusconi insisted that "there is still no
decision” on a definitive move and added he
would be meeting with the player on Monday
after the latter returns from a weekend World
Cup qualifier against Uruguay.

"Iwillmeet Kaka on Monday and thenI'll tell
you," Berlusconi told state broadcaster Rai.

"It is always the players who decide on their
future, who have to decide how to pursue their

Milanese'

career,” he added, noting that despite his own
close relationship with Ukrainian striker Sergei
Shevchenko the forward had ultimately left in
2005 to join Chelsea.

"I did all I could but in the end he took his
decision,” said Berlusconi, adding that he was
disappointed to see that French star Yoan
Gourcuff had elected to sign permanently for
Bordeaux, whom he helped to the French
league title while on loan from Milan.

Cadena Ser had reported Kaka would sign
up for five years and a salary worth nine million
euros a year, while Italian news agency Ansa
Tuesday had quoted Berlusconi as coming
close to admitting the star was on his way.

"I do not know if we can keep Kaka at Milan
because they (Real) have offered him so much
money," Ansaquoted Berlusconi as saying.

English side Chelsea, who have just landed
Kaka's former boss at Milan, Carlo Ancelotti, as
coach meanwhile denied reports late
Wednesday that they had tabled an 85 million
euro bid for the Brazilian coupled with a net
annual salary of 10 million euros.

Black Cats

Steve Bruce believes he can
transform Sunderland into a
club more familiar with the top
half of the Premier League than
regularrelegation dogfights.

The former Manchester
United defender was finally appointed as the
club's new manager on Wednesday and, after
signing a three-year contract, insisted he could
reciprocate the success he enjoyed atWigan.

“The aim is to take the progression forward,"
the 48-year-old said. "We don't want to be flirt-
ing with relegation. We want to be up where we
were withWigan.”

Bruce was brought up as a fan of
Sunderland's biggest rivals, Newcastle, but he
does not expect thatto be a barrier to him forging
abond with the Black Cats faithful.

"I think they like one of their own from the
north east,” Bruce said. "It's results on the pitch
that matter. | hope I can win over the few doubt-
ers | have. The vast majority of what I've seen is
positive.” :

Bruce added: "I'm proud to sit here and be
Sunderland manager. Unless you're born up
here, you don'treallyrealise whatitmeans.

"It's a working class area. It was born in me
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hire Bruce

and bred in me that I only got there with hard
work. Iwasn'tblessed with any huge ability.

"I got there with a bit of hard graft and a bit of
determination and [ want my team to mirror
that.

"I'm going to give everyone a chance. I 've got
the chance to work with the players for a good
fewweeks before the transfer deadline.

"Whatever happened in the past, I'm not
really interested in. To start with I want to give
every single one of them a chance. We have some
good players here and I want to have a good
look.”

Bruce will be joined on Wearside by coaches
Eric Black, Nigel Spink and Keith Bertschin, who
have agreed to follow him fromWigan.

Chairman Niall Quinn expects Bruce to add
some backbone to a team which only avoided
relegation thanks to favourable results else-
where on the final day ofthe season.

"There are times - and the players would
admit this - when we've been brittle,” Quinn
said. "We've made some giant strides and some
backwards steps. I believe the thing that's been
missingis steel.”

The former Ireland striker expects Bruce to
inject that missingingredientinto the squad.

"He was top of the list, we had some very good
candidates, butl think Steveis the perfectfit.”
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PHOTO: STAR

Bangladesh Awicketkeeper Sahagir Hossain Pavel (L) drives through the covers during his unbeaten
knock of 102 runs off 212 balls against Maharashtra Cricket Association on Day Two of the second
four-day match atthe Sher-E-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.
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PHOTO AFP
Costa Rican Alvaro Saborio (L) shoots the ball to score the opening goal against the US during their 2010 World Cup qualifier at the Ricardo Saprissa Stadium In San Jose 4
on Wednesday.

Japan invited Barca ready to

to playin 2011
Copa America

AFP, Tokyo

Japan have been invited to
playin the 2011 Copa America
in Argentina, following their
maiden appearance in the
1999 edition, the Japan
Football Association said
Thursday.

Junji Ogura, the associa-
tion's vice president, learned
of the invitation in Nassau,
Bahamas, where he was
attending the congress of
football's world governing
body FIFA, a spokeswoman for
the FA said.

"We'll have more details
when the vice president
returns home," she added.

Japan competed in the
South American continental
championship in 1999 in
Paraguay under French coach
Philippe Troussier.

The Blue Samurai were
knocked out atthe group stage
with one point, losing to
Paraguay and Peru and draw-
ing 1-1 with Bolivia.

Sahagir ton
lifts BD A

SPORTS REPORTER

Middle-order batsman
Sahagir Hossain hit a brilliant
unbeaten century to guide

' Bangladesh A to acomfortable

position against visiting

| Maharashtra Cricket

Association (MCA) on the
second day of their second
four-day match at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur yesterday.

Resuming the day with an
overnight score of 158 for 3 in

| 64 overs, the hosts raced to 357

before being all out in 134
overs.

Nafis Igbal scored 81 runs
off 193 balls with 12 fours
while former national skipper
Rajin Saleh made 34 off 88
balls with two fours and two
Sixes.

Right-handed Sahagir hit
102 runs off 212 balls that
featured 12 fours and a six
while Ziaur Rahman added 29
off49 balls.

Ganesh Gaikwad grabbed
four wickets conceding 71
runs and Kiran Yadav captured
three wickets for 127 runs
while Samad Fallah scalped
two for 79 runs for the tourists.

In reply, MCA scored 60 in
28 overs for the loss of two
wickets atstumps.

The visitors made a shaky
start losing both of their open-
ers, skipper Harshad
Khadiwale (3) and Roman
Bhosale (8) early as the visitors
were tottering at 17 for 2 in
11.]1 overs.

One down Sangram
Attitkar and number four
Kedar Jadhav were unbeaten
on30and 17 runs respectively.

Dollar Mahmud and
Nazmul Hossain took one
wicket each for three and 11
runs respectively.

Socceroos, Japan

on the verge

AFP, Singapore

Australia and Japan are
poised to be among the
first teams to qualify for the
World Cup finals on
Saturday, and they are
determined to grab the
opportunity.

The Socceroos are
unbeaten in their five Asian Group A games and
can book their place in South Africa by either
beating or drawing with Qatar in the searing
heatofDoha.

Japan will join them if they take all three points
against Uzbekistan in Tashkent, leaving Qatar,
Bahrain and the Uzbeks to battle for the third
place play-offslot.

In Group B, South Korea are in the driving seat
with 11 points from five games, one ahead of
North Korea and Saudi Arabia who have played a
game more. Iran have five points from five
matches.

South Korea, spearheaded by Manchester
United's Park Ji-Sung, travel to Dubai where the
UAE, who are out of the running, have only pride
to play for, while Iran need to beat North Korea in
Pyongyangtostayintherace.

Australian coach Pim Verbeek has selected
virtually all of the country's high-profile players
for their matches against Qatar then Bahrain on
June 10andJapanonJune17.

But Newcastle target man Mark Viduka is
missing after saying he needed to rest while
Everton linchpin Tim Cahill is a doubt for
Saturday.

Cahill pulled up clutching his left leg after
blocking a clearance from Chelsea defender
Alexin lastweekend's FA Cup final, and Verbeek
willnotwant to risk aggravating the injury.

The 29-year-old, though, is determined to play
and help Australia qualify.

"['m anxious to play in the next game for
Australia because I want to qualify for the World

Cup," said Cahill.

"It was a bang on my hip. It's pretty sore, but
yougetloads ofknocks andjustgetonwithit.”

Japan look to be in fine form after inflicting 4-0
defeats on both Chile and Belgium in friendlies
over the past week, although coach Takeshi Okada
has made it clear there is no room for compla-
cency.

"We need to refresh our minds for the
Uzbekistan game, and definitely come home
with a victory," he said, having set his team a
target of reaching the World Cup semi-finals.

South Korea, who made the semi-finals under
Guus Hiddink at the 2002 World Cup, have added
three new faces to their squad for the matches
against UAE on Saturday, then Saudi Arabia on
June 10and Iran on June 17, bothin Seoul.

But the onus will once again be on the likes of
Park Ji-Sung, Monaco star Park Joo-Young and
Dortmund'’s Lee Young-Pyo.

Their key problem against the UAE will be the
heat with midday temperatures over 40 degrees
Celsius (101 degrees Fahrenheit) in Dubai.

"The heat makes it impossible for us to prac-
tise during the day and we have to limit our prac-
tices to evenings, " said coach Huh Jung-Moo.

~ "But I'm sure my players will overcome the
heatcomegame time."

Iran have their work cut-out if they want to
make the finals for a second successive ime witha
formidable trip to secretive North Korea.

Iranian-American Afshin Qotbi, their new
coach, will need to call on all the knowledge of
Korean football he picked up in a long stint assist-
ing Hiddink, Dick Advocaat and then Verbeek at
South Korea.

But their preparations have not been perfect
with a 1-0 defeat to lowly China this week in
Qotbi's firstfull international.

The Saudis rest on Saturday before facing
South Korea next week and then North Korea on
Junel7.

Symonds sent home

Hosts thrash
Windies

let Eto'o go

AFP, Madrid

Barcelona president Joan
Laporta has left the door open
for the departure of Samuel
Eto'o, saying Wednesday that
the future of the Cameroon
striker at the Spanish champi-
ons would depend on the
transfer market.

“The football market is very
dynamic and maybe there
could beasurprisebecauseheis
a player who is very much in
demand,"” hesaid.

Eto'o, the top scorer for
Barcelona in the league this
season with 30 goals, is under
contract with the Catalan side
until 2010 and "itwould be great
if he finished his career at
Barcelona,” headded.

The 28-year-old has report-
edly sparked interest from
English Premier League club
Manchester City and French
side Lyon and Italian side Inter
Milan.

Catalan radio RAC] reported
Tuesday that Barcelona coach
Pep Guardiola has told Eto'o that
he will not be counting on him

nextyear.
Row over

FROM PAGE 17

Sports Association (Rangpur),
Brothers Union Pabna
(Rajshahi), Shuktara Jubo
Sangsad (Narayanganj),
Dinajpur Football Academy,
Shariatpur Sadar Upazilla
Krira Samity and Young Men's
Club (Dhaka).

Barguna, Habiganj, Feni
and Meherpur are the venues
where the final round teams
are yet to be decided in a meet-
ing of the tournament commit-
tee today. Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) representa-
tives at the venues will submit
their report to tournament
committee chairman Shawkat
Ali Khan Jahangir who will
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It is likely Symonds's interna-
tional career is now over after
this, the latest in a long list of
off-field problems.

"Tonight we have also
advised him that we will take
the (contract) offer off the
table at this stage," Sutherland
said.

The Australians are due to
face the West Indies in their
first match of the Twenty20
tournament Saturday, but
they will do so without
Symonds. The tournament
opens Friday at Lord’s, when
hosts England face the
Netherlands.

Sutherland said the
Australian team's leadership
group held a meeting after
becoming aware of the situa-
tion and expressed their con-
cerns to CA.

A CA board meeting here
late Thursday then endorsed
the leadership group's con-
cerns and ‘officials would
discuss with the International
Cricket Council about organ-
ising a possible replacement
player, he said.

Symonds, who missed
selection in Australia's Ashes
squad announced last month,
has been embroiled in a series

of off-field indiscretions.

He was suspended from the
national team in September
last year for going fishing
instead of attending a team
meeting, and was barred from
the national squad that toured
South Africa this year.

In January he was fined by
CA after making disparaging
comments about New
Zealand's Brendon McCullum
in aradiointerview.

Symonds was suspended
from the Australian team in
2005 after arriving drunk for a
one-day international against
Bangladesh in a triangular
series match in Cardiff, with
his team defeated in a major
upset

He received counselling
earlier this year and returned
to the national team in the
one-day series win over
Pakistan in Dubaiin April.

Symonds has had a chequ-
ered 26-Test career and has
not played a Test for Australia
since Boxing Day last year
against South Africa in
Melbourne.

Symonds is due to leave
London Thursday and is
expected to return home
during the weekend, a CA
spokesman said.

AFP, London

England looked to have found
the solution to their opening
problems at the ICC World
Twenty20 as Luke Wright and
Ravi Bopara led them to a
nine-wicket warm-up thrash-
ing of the West Indies here at
Lord's.

Chasing 145 for victory,
England got home with more
than five overs to spare here on
Wednesday after a first-wicket
stand of 119 between Wright
(75 not out) and Bopara, who
made 60.

Since their first Twenty20
international against Australia
four years ago, England have
used 11 different duos at the
top of the order.

But Wright and Bopara's
76-ball stand appeared to
settle the issue ahead of
England's tournament opener
proper against the
Netherlands at Lord's on
Friday.

Bopara has scored hun-
dreds in his last three Tests
against the West Indies and
Wright said: "Ravi is good to
bat with, He's really come of
age with theway he's playing,

preside over the meeting.

ICL duo seeks

FROM PAGE 17

to mainstream. The players
can also make their way into
the national team after a six-
month "cooling period”
which ends on December 31.

“I have said earlier that |
welcome any of our ICL play-
ers to come back to domestic
cricket. The deadline for them
to terminate their contracts
with the ICLison June 15 sowe
expect more players to submit -
their letters in the next few
days,” said BCB media com-
mittee chairman Jalal Yunus
Chowdhury on theissue.

The rebel players met at
Dhaka Warriors opener
Shahriar Nafees's residence
onWednesday tto discuss

their return to local cricket
and are expecting their NOC's
(no objection certificates)
from the ICL organizers in the
next few days.

NOTICE

Due to unavoidable reason §
Crossword Puzzle could not
be published today. Itwillbe |
published tomorrow. 1




