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Ahmedat their courtchamber.

had a two-hour long

with the judges in the
presence of Additional
Attarney General Enayetur
Rahim, petitioner of a river
encroachment case advocate
Manzill Murshid, and chief of
pangladesh Environmelnt
Lawyers' Association (Bela)
Rezwana Hasan.

On Wednesday, the HC
pench asked these officials to
gpprise the court of govern-
ment actions against
encroachment and the latest
condition of the rivers.

“The government officials

Bela chief pointed out that

¢ of the major hurdles in
Euvering rivers from
encroachers is that there is no
clear demarcation of the

pvers,” Manzill Murshed told
The Daily Star last night.

Bangladesh Inland Water
{ransport Authority (BIWTA)
Chairman Abdul Mannan
Hawladar, Environment
Directorate Acting Director
General Bellal Hossain, and
Land Survey Directorate DG Dr
Aslam Alam pointed out that if
the deputy commissioners
clearly demarcate river bound-
aries, the anti-encroachment
driveswillbecome easy.

When government officials
lead anti-encroachment
drives, they must have docu-
ments to prove that the target
land belongs to the state. But
this is often not the case as the
DPCs do not provide the anti-
encroachment force with those
documents, theysaid,

Immediately after the
meeting, the petitioner's law-

at an open court suggested

the HC bench ask the DCs

haka, Gazipur, Munshiganj
and Narayanganj to give their
views on the matter.

The judges accordingly
asked the DCs, chairman of
Wasa and chief executive
officer of Dhaka City
Corporation to meet them at
the same court chamber on
Monday.

During the hearing on
injunctions and stay orders,
they told the government
officials that the court may
issue such injunctions or stay
orders on occasions, but the
authorities should promptly
come back to the court with

argpments against such orders.

Then the court will surely
reconsider the injunctions or
stay orders, they said.

The officials said the gov-
ernment departments
involved in the anti-
encroachment drives also lack
coordination, thus frustrating
the drives, Additional Attorney
General Eneyetur Rahim told
The Daily Star.

“Influential people includ-
ing big industrialists often
‘resist such drives and use their
workers to prevent eviction.
They put up road blockades
and other hurdles so that the
drive cannot proceed,” Rahim
added, sharing the discussion
points of the meeting.

The two judges reminded
them that the HC on July 15,
2001 gave a verdict to save the
nver following a petition of
Bela. Unfortunately, the verdict
has not beenimplemented, the
judges said, adding that the
present pitiable situation is the
result of non-implementation
of that verdict.

The judges felt that the
rivers have so critically shrunk
that if effective measures are
not taken immediately, the
nivers will die within a short
time, Rahim said. "That is why
the judges felt that the court
must now play a vital role to
save the nivers,"” he said.

The government officials
told the judges that if the court
takes up serious steps now to
save the Buriganga,
Shitalakhya, Turag and Balu
rivers from encroachers, it will
take at least one year to recover
therivers.

On the issue of pollution,
they said although government
regulations make it mandatory
for industries to have their own
effluent treatment plants
(ETP), many do not operate
those plants while others do
not even bother to build such
plants.

The officials said the tannery
industries, which cause the
most pollution to the rivers, are
scheduled to be relocated to
Savar next February, but they
expressed doubts that the
relocation schedule will be
strictly followed.

The environment director-
ate said it has limited resources
and manpower, which is a
basic problem in enforcing
anti-pollution or eviction
drives.
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PM directs
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people in the country's south-
ern districts.

Army Chief Gen Moeen U
Ahmed handed over a cheque
for Tk 25 lakh on behalf of
Trust Bank run by Bangladesh
Army to the prime minister at
herofficein the morning.

Air Force Chief Air Marshal
SM Ziaur Rahman handed
over a cheque for Tk 10 lakh to
the PM.

Press Secretary to the PM

bul Kalam Azad later briefed
the newsmen.

Hasina thanked the army
and the air force for coming
forward in helping the coun-
try sdisasteraffected people.

She described the dona-
tions "exemplary step” saying
that such gestures would act
as an inspiration for the
cyclone victims to be firm in
their determination and stand
up on their own feet to over-
come thelosses.

PM mentioned that seven-
teen helicopters of the army
took part in the relief and
rescue operations immedi-
ately after the storm Aila.

Ing on the occasion,
g%nerﬂ M?feen mentioned
erent welfare pro es
ufmeTmstBankaEdgp?mmressed
gratitude to the premier for
setting up the bank.

He informed the PM
about various welfare pro-
grams of the Bangladesh Army
along with several training

ro including trainin
?orge nurses. ; :

Hasina said that she has
decided to set up a 'Probashi

Bank' to provide finan-
cial support to the people
intending to go abmag. who
earlier used to sell their lands
and other property to bear the

Sditure.

* _erring to her effort
(urin~ the recent visit to Saudi
Arabia about the transfer of
Iqama (work permit) of the
€xpatriate Bangladeshis, "the
premier said this has resolved
2 longstanding problem of
over 20 lakh Banglgdeslﬁ wage
eamners there,

She also recalled her efforts
in directing the Bangladesh
missions abroad during her
Previous tenure to take neces-
sary and effective steps for the
Bangladeshi communities so
that they can send their remit-
fances smoothly.

As a result of the steps, the
remittances of the expatriates
are increasing significantly,
shesaid.

Referring to the nurses
training pro of the army,
Hasina emphasised on pro-
Mmoting the status of the
nurses,

She said the present gov-
€rnment has a plan to raise the
number of skilled human
fésources in catering.

Hasina called upon the
army to take initiative in food
«nd fish processing so that the

country can export such food
items in increasing volumes to
different countries to meet
their growing demands.

Regarding afforestation in
the costal areas, the PM
directed the navy and air force
to plant saplings and sow
seeds in those areas including
on embankments for protect-
ing the country from natural
disasters.

She also underscored the
need for remaining highly
alert so that the people do not
cut the embankments for
taking waters to their shrimp
farms or for other purposes.

Atthe same time, the prime
minister also asked them to
work out ways for the perma-
nent protection of shrimp
farmsin the southern belt.

Adviser to the PM Maj Gen
(retd) Tarique Ahmed
Siddiqui, Defense Secretary
Kamrul Hasan, Army Adjutant
and Vice Chairman of Trust
Bank Maj Gen Mujahid,
Director General of SSF Maj
Gen Jainul Abedin, Military
Secretary to the PM Brig Gen
Mohammad Salahuddin
Miajee and Trust Bank
Managing Director Igbal U
Ahmed were present.

Lt Gen Mubin
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role in backing the last care-
taker government that lasted
for two years and culminated
with the general elections on
December 29, 2008.

Appointed as the chief of
staff on June 15, 2005, Moeen
had his service extended by a
l'::r on April 6 last year after

IS three-year eventful tenure.
He was elevated to a four-star
general in 2007. Moeen will
retire from service on June 14.

Hailing from Kishoreganij,
Mubin was made PSO of the
Armed Forces Division from
major general rank on June 4,
2008. He was general com-
manding officer of Jessore and
24th Infantry Division in
Chittagong.

Son of Major Baseth and an
ex-cadet of Mirzapur Cadet
College, Mubin was commis-
sioned in November, 1977 as
an infantry officer from the
Ehir;l:l Short Course of

angladesh Military Academy.

_ Only three officers senior to
him are still in service and two
of them are now posted out-
side the country. They are
Peace Keeping Force
Commander Lt General Zahir,
Quarter Master General Lt
General Jahangir, and High
Commissioner to Australia Lt
Gen Masud Uddin.

Mubin made a televised
statement on the night of Feb
27 to clarify that the "general
amnesty” the government had
declared during the Feb 25-26
BDR mutiny did not mean that
rebel border guards involved
in killings, arson and other
crimes would be forgiven.
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Pintu being
quizzed at
TFI cell

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Investigators have started
interrogating detained BNP
politician Nasiruddin Ahmed
Pintu at the Taskforce for
Interrogation (TFI) cell yester-
day regarding his alleged
involvement in instigating
BDR mutineers, organising
processions and helping
mutineers flee.

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) in a probe
into the bloodbath at the BDR
Headquarters, earlier found
indications about the former
BNP lawmaker's involvement
in the mutiny.

Sources said a team of
investigators led by the inves-
tigation officer (10) of the case
began questioning Pintu, now
on a five-day remand in the
mutiny case, yesterday morn-
ing.

The investigators asked the
ex-BNP lawmaker about his
role during the mutiny,
sources said, adding that
Pintu denied any involve-
ment.

"We have started interro-
gating Pintu,” 10 of the case,
CID's Senior Assistant
Superintendent Abdul Kahar
Akand, told The Daily Star
yesterday.

He said they asked Pintu
about his involvement in
instigating the mutineers,
organising processions
around the Pilkhana head-
quarters and also helping
mutineers flee the scene.

The 10 declined to reveal
any more details of the inter-
rogation.

Earlier on Wednesday, CID
officials told a Dhaka court
that Pintu instigated the BDR
mutineers, encouraging the
mutiny by bringing out pro-
cessions by his followers and
helping BDR jawans flee
across the Buriganga by
arranging engine boats from
Keraniganj ferry ghat.

Pintu was rounded up from
the High Court premises on
Tuesday as an accused in the
case initially filed with
Lalbagh police station, but
later shifted to New Market

T

MPs asked
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counter the opposition's
political activities across the
country, lawmakers who
attended the meeting told
The Daily Star.

Some AL lawmakers also
demanded they be included
in the governing bodies of
schools and colleges across
the country removing BNP-
Jamaat men who grabbed
those positions during the
BNP-Jamaat government of
2001-2006.

Hasina said those bodies
would be neutralised and de-
politicised by involving
educated and respectable
people of the respective
areas.

The AL chief also told the
meeting that the authority of
the parliamentary standing
committees and its chair-
man would be increased so
that the committees could
directly contribute to the
development of the country.

Hasina also asked the
standing committee chair-
men to coordinate work with
MPs of constituencies con-
cerned and nearby ones for
the development ofaregion.

Abdul Mannan, lawmaker
of Bogra-1 constituency, told
the meeting that the issue of
State Minister for Home
Affairs Tanjim Ahmad Sohel
Taj resigning tarnished the
image of the government.

“Unwanted things might
happen and those should be
resolved through consulta-
tion with the prime minis-
ter,” a source quoted him as
saying.

BRIEFING

A press briefing was held,
after the two-hour-long
meeting that started at
4:20pm, at the media centre
of the parliament. Chief
Whip Abdus Shahid said the
ALPP chief Sheikh Hasina
asked her colleagues to join
the parliament session on
time so that there is no quo-
rum crisis in the House.

She also directed all MPs,
especially the female and
younger ones, to prepare
themselves before joining
the session. The prime min-
ister directed them to read
the rules and procedures of
the House and attend discus-
sions in a constructive way,
Shahid said.

He said the prime minis-
ter has assured lawmakers of

increasing different facilities
forthem.
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Sincerity the answer
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Over the years, the govern-
ment failed to enforce the
existing laws regarding rivers
and other natural water
resources, apparently encour-
aging rampant encroachment
on the rivers and canals.

The first law in this regard
was the Bengal Canal Act,
1864, the mother law about
rivers and canals.

All the laws that followed
up to the recent Open Space
and Water Body Conservation
Act, 2000 restrict changing the
characteristics of the rivers,
riverbanks and other the
water bodies.

But successive govern-
ments have so far failed to
protect these natural
resources. Though the govern-
ment had launched two envi-
ronmental courts -- one in the
capital and another in
Chittagong -- those became
inefficientin course of time.

Members of the civil soci-
ety, environmental activists
and experts have all put
emphasis on strict enforce-
ment of the laws and amend-
mentof the laws, if necessary.

Speaking on the issue, Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad said the
government should maintain
the rivers according to the
cadastral survey (CS).

"If we consult the CS survey
we'll get the original width of
the rivers and should demark
the riverbanks accordingly. If
the government needs to
acquire land for that, it should
do that," he observed.

The government may also
constitute a single river
authority if it works better in
that way, but "the government
has to be very strict about
that,” he added.

Earlier, a taskforce about
the rivers recommended
several steps to recover the
encroached land and excavate
those again, but those recom-
mendations were not imple-
mented properly.

Prof Muzaffer recom-
mends engaging local people
in the management process of
the rivers. He fears that the
entire river system will col-
lapse if the campaign
launched against encroach-
ment and pollution fails.

“If we fall to bring any
success through this cam-

- paign, not only Dhaka but the

entire river system of the
country will be destroyed," he
observed.

"The initiative is
undoubtedly a good one for
the country. Though late, it
has always been very neces-
sary for the country. I hope
the initiative would gain
huge success,”" he added.

Muzaffer also recollected
the launch of a movement to
save the Buriganga 12 years
ago and howitended in vain.

"The Buriganga is the
symbol of our total river
system. The Daily Star and
Channel i have advanced the
movement I lost 12 years
back,"” he said.

Member of the parlia-
mentary standing commit-
tee on the environment
ministry and Awami League
lawmaker Saber Hossain
Chowdhury said, "The exist-
ing laws to safeguard the
Irivers are not coming in any
help as there is weakness and
flaws in those.

"We have to save our
rivers by identifying the
sources of pollution at first

and then take views and
opinions from the experts on
whatto do," Saber added.

Ruling AL lawmaker
Suranjit Sengupta said the
existing laws are not ade-
quate to save the rivers. He
has pledged to amend the
laws related to the rivers.

Evicting structures from
the riverbanks is not enough,
said river expert Dr Ainun
Nishat., The government
must turn the filled-up land
into rivers again, he added.

Nishat went on to say that
the end of pollution and
keeping the original shape of
the rivers are also equally
important.

“The government should
save the rivers both physi-
cally and biologically. If the
government needs to be
strict about this, it should do
that," he added.

The judiciary has to play a
significant role and the
encroachers and those who
produce fake documents
should be punished, he
observed.

"We have been talking
about the problems for long
but we did not have a loud
voice. The Daily Star and
Channel 1 have given us that
voice. Somebody needs to
push it forward. We are hope-
ful that a force is in effect to
save the rivers.

"And this is almost the last
resort for us. We cannot save
our rivers if this move fails to
yield any success,"” Dr Nishat
added.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan,
chief executive of the
Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (BELA),
said the government should
inform the judiciary about
the latestdevelopments.

The petitioners often
mislead the courts by provid-
ing fake documents and grab
the riverbanks by putting the
issue into law tangles, she
said.

She added the Office of
the Attorney General or the
river authorities could set up
a panel of lawyers so that it
can move regularly on envi-
ronmental issues.

She cited an example of

neighbouring India saying |
| i L.r._aj,-'x-_i Ll

thie judgesthere hear a pane

of lawyers on Saturdays
about the latest situation so
thattheycanbeupdated.

"There is not a single
sector in Bangladesh which
can deny the necessity of the
rivers," said AF Hassan Ariff,
former adviser to the care-
taker government, at a
programme arranged by The
Daily Star.

State Minister for
Environment and Forests
Mostafizur Rahman admit-
ted the government's failure
in taking effective actions
against the polluters and
encroachers due to some
legal complexities in the
past.

He said the government
will this time take allout
measures to save therivers.

The minister was speak-
Ing at a press briefing ahead
of the World Environment
Day. He said the government
1s working to bring necessary
changes in the laws and
assured to take action
against the polluters and
grabbers.

Budget session
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Hamid said checking the
Increasing prices of essentials,
ensuring economic stability
amid the global recession,
taking effective steps to fight
corruption, establishing good
governance and reduction of
poverty are among the top
electoral pledges of the ruling
party.

He urged the treasury and

opposition bench lawmakéry -
to work together to n:uad;te‘:R

parliament effective and
assured them of providing
facilities so that they can
perform their duties properly.

Opposition MPs belonging
to BNP Jamaat-e-Islami and
Jatiya Party of Bangladesh did
not join the inaugural sitting,
rejecting the speaker's latest
offer of one more seat for them
in the front bench on the left
side of his podium.

"The speaker's offer does
notseem respectable to us. We
have decided not to join par-
liament today,” Opposition
Chief Whip Zainul Abdin
Farroque said at a press brief-
Ing.

He said the BNP
Parliamentary Party would sit
next week to decide on the
speaker's offer.

Two newly elected BNP
lawmakers--Jamiruddin
Sircar and Moudud Ahmed--
were given seats in the front
bench by allocating one more
seat for the opposition and

]

removing BNP lawmaker Shah
Mofazzol Hossain Kaikobad to
the second row.

The speaker had to remove
Civil Aviation Minister GM
Quader to the second row of
the treasury bench from his
earlier position in the front
row to give one more seat to
the opposition lawmaker.

Jatiya Party chief HM
Ershad was brought together

ewith his wife Raushan Ershad,

who was elected in the April
by-election, in the front row by
replacing two senior AL law-
makers, Dewan Farid Gazi and
advocate Rahmat Ali. The two
AL lawmakers, however,
retained the front row seats
nextto the prime minister's.

On the first sitting of the
second session, the House
passed obituary references at
the death of former Indian
president R Venkataraman,
Jatiya Party lawmaker Momtaz
Igbal of Sunamganj-4, emi-
nent nuclear scientist Dr
Wazed Miaand 13 others.

The House also expressed
deep condolence at the death
of people by cyclone Aila.

Afterholding a briefdiscus-
sion on the obituary motion,
the House passed it and the
speaker adjourned the sitting
until 4:00pm on Sunday,
suspending other scheduled
businesses because of the
death of Jatiya Party lawmaker
Momtazlgbal.

(Grassroots
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According to the party deci-
sion, district convening com-
mittees will be announced at
any time and these commit-
tees will conduct a month long
member recruitment
programme before holding
the council.

Gani also said convening
committees will find new
members and hold council
simultaneously.

But district level leaders
said it would be very tough to
hold council in all organisa-
tional units of a district within
two months.

Waliullah Rabbani, general
secretary of Kishoreganj
district BNP, said it would be
difficult for a large district like
Kishoreganj to hold council
from ward unit to district level
within two months but they
will work as per the directive of
the centralbody.

There are 109 union units,
13 upazila and eight munici-
pality units of the party in the
district. |

Echoing the same voice,
Nazrul Islam Rajan, general
secretary of Barisal district
BNP said it is impossible to
reorganise the party by two
months but they would try
their level best.

“We will follow the instruc-
tions of the party high com-
mand,” he said.

Barisal district convening
committee will have to hold
council in 81 unions, 10
upazilas and four municipal-
ity units.

While talking to The Daily
Star, Abdullah Al Noman, joint
secretary general of the party,
also said two months is not
enough for completing every-
thing but the party leaders
must have to act as per the
directives of the standing
committee.

“Time could be extended
later if the district convening
committees feel it necessary,”
he said, adding that the task
would get easier if the ward
committees are formed
quickly.

World T20
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of the game is earning accep-

tance amongst the cricketing
elite.

THE  WoTld TWene20 15|

being played at three grounds
- Lord's, The Oval and Trent
Bridge with the final to be
stagedatLord'son June 21.

The format of the game
leaves very little chance to
identify clear favourites but
defending champions India
remains the best bet to pull off
anencore.

Last edition runner-up
Pakistan have been starved of
cricket and may struggle to
replicate their success.
However, Australia's domina-
tion of all forms of cricket is
challenged in this format as
both Sri Lanka, South Africa
and New Zealand regularly
punch above their weight.

Bangladesh have flirted
with glory in their big warm-
up games so far and the signs
look good for the Tigers to at
least emulate their 2007 suc-
cess -- when they entered the
SuperEight's.

Sohel Taj
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home ministry were relieved
to see him at his office, which
hereachedlateat11:37am.

"I never resigned," Sohel
Taj said when asked about
reports that he quit his post.
He also said he would not be
going on leave since parlia-
ment was set to begin its bud-
getsession.

According to reliable
sources, the junior member in
the Sheikh Hasina-led cabinet
tendered his resignation to the
PM on Monday out of frustra-
tion over not being able to
perform his duties properly.
But the prime minister did not
accept his resignation and
asked him to go on leave
instead from June 6 to 23.

As Sohel was firm on his
decision to quit, Hasina asked
LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Syed Ashraful Islam
to persuade him to return but
the minister failed to change
Sohel's mind, the sources
added.

Before meeting the pre-
mier, Syed Ashraful and Home
Minister Sahara Khatun met
Sohel at his official residence.
Failing to induce him to
resume office, the two minis-
ters took him to the prime
minister's Jamuna residence
where deputy leader of the
House Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury was also present,
the sources said. _

SohelTaj changed his mind
after meeting Sheikh Hasina
and several ministers at
JamunaWednesday night.

“If T feel better, I shall
attend office tomorrow,"
Sohel Taj, son of the country's
first premier Tajuddin Ahmed,
had told The Daily Star
Wednesdaynight.
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Obama reaches
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The White House said Obama's

speech contained no new
Eniicy proposals on the Middle

ast. He said American ties
with Israel are unbreakable, yet
issued a firm, even-handed call
to the Jewish state and
Palestinians alike to live up to
theirinternational obligations.

In a gesture to the Islamic
world, Obama conceded at the
beginning of his remarks that
tension "has been fed by colo-
nialism that denied rights and
opportunities to many
Muslims, and a Cold War in
which Muslim-majority coun-
tries were often treated as
proxies without regard to their
own aspirations.”

"And [ consider it part of my
responsibility as president of
the United States to fight
against negative stereotypes of
Isﬁam wherever they appear,”
said the president, who
recalled hearing prayer calls of
"Azaan" at dawn and dusk
ghilc living in Indonesia as a

0y.
At the same time, he said the
same principle must apply in
reverse. "Just as Muslims do
not fit a crude stereotype,
America is not the crude ste-
reotype of a self-interested
empire.”
alking about women's
rights, Obama said, "Issues of
women's equality are by no
means simply an issue for
[slam. In Turkey, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Indonesia, we've
seen Muslim-majority coun-
tries electawoman to lead.”

Contradicting with some
westerners he continued, “I
reject the view of some in the
West that a woman who
chooses to cover her hair is
somehow less equal. But I do
believe that a woman who is
denied an education is denied
equality. And it is no coinci-
dence that countries where
women are well educated are
far more likely to be prosper-
ous.

Obama in his speech high-
lighted the struggle F:::r
women's equality In many
aspects of American life and in
countries around the world.
However, his confidence on
women flashed when he said, “I
am convinced that our daugh-
ters can contribute just as
much to societyasour sons.”

The AP report says Obama
spoke at Cairo University after
meeting with Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak on
the second stop of a four-
nation trip to the Middle East
and Europe.

The speech was the center-
piece of his journey, and while
Its tone was striking, the presi-
dent.also covered the Middle
East peace process, Iran, the
wars in Afghanistan and Ira
and the violent struggle wage
by al-Qaeda.

Obama arrived in the
Middle East on Wednesday,
greeted by a new and threaten-
Ing message from al-Qaeda's
leader, Osama bin Laden. In an
audio recording, the terrorist
leader said the president
inflamed the Muslim world b
ordering Pakistan to crac
down on militants in the Swat
Valley and block Islamic law
there.

But Obama said the actions
of violent extremist Muslims
are "lrreconcilable with the
rights of human beings,” and
quoted the Quran to make his
point: "be conscious of God

and always speakthe truth ..."

"Islam is not part of the
problem in combating violent
extremism it is an important
part of promoting peace,” he
sald.

"Hamas must put an end to
violence, recognise past agree-
ments, and recognise Israel's
right to exist,” he said of the
organisation the United States
deems as terrorist.

"The Palestinian Authority
must develop its capacity to
govern, with institutions that
serve the needs of its people,”
Obama said.

"At the same time, Israelis
must acknowledge that just as
Israel's right to exist cannot be
denied, neither can Palestine,
The United States does not
accept the legitimacy of con-
tinued Israeli settlements” on
the West Bank and outskirts of
Jerusalem, he said. "It is time
forthese settlements tostop.”

As for Jerusalem itself, he
said it should be a "secure and
lasting home for Jews and
Christians and Muslims ..."

Obama also said the Arab
nations should no longer use
the conflict with Israel to dis-
tract their own people from
other problems.

He treaded lightly on one
issue that President George W.
Bush had made a centerpiece
of his second term the spread
ofdemocracy.

Obama said he has a com-
mitment to governments “that
reflect the will of the people.”
And yet, he said, "No system of
government can or should be
imposed upon one nation by
anyother.”

At times, there was an echo
of Obama's campaign mantra
of change in his remarks, and
he said many are afraid it can-
notoccur.

"There is so much fear, so
much mistrust. But if we
choose to be bound by the past,
we will never move forward,"
hesaid.

The president's brief stay in
Cairo included a visit to the
Sultan Hassan mosque, a 600-
year-old centre of Islamic
worship and study. He also
toured the Great Pyramids of
Giza, standing in awe at the
massive structures. 'This thing
i1s huge!!" he yelled, his ebul-
lient voice echoing off the
stone ofthelargest of them.

The build-up to the speech
was enormous, stoked by the
White House although Obama
seemed at pains to minimise
hopes for immediate conse-
quences.

"One speech is not going to
solve all the problems in the
Middle East," he told a French
interviewer. "Expectations
should be somewhatmodest;”

Eager to spread the presi-
dent's message as widely as
possible, the tech-savvy White
House orchestrated a live
Webcast of the speech on the
White House site; remarks
translated into 13 languages; a
special State Department site
where users could sign up for
speech highlights; and distri-
bution of excerpts to social
networking giants MySpace,
Twitterand Facebook.

Though the speech was co-
sponsored by al-Azhar
University, which has taught
science and Quranic scripture
here for nearly a millennium,
the actual venue was the more
modern and secular Cairo
University.

More encroachments
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orders to the on-duty officials
preventing them from disman-
tlingits structures.

Three more people whose
tin-shed houses were built on
the Turag also got stay orders
fromthe HC.

“We will have to settle these
stay order issues soon to com-
plete the eviction drive,” said
Mahabubul.

As for the temple he said as
soon as religious materials
from the temple to the north of
the Turag were removed we
would pull down the parts of
the temple that were Euilt on
theriver.

Some parts of the Masjid
Market, kitchen market and
another building in between
the two on the eastern part of
the Turag Bridge have almost
been demolished, said BIWTA
Deputy Director Saiful Islam.

A tin-shed building on the
western side of the Tongi
Bridge has also been flattened,
he added.

Walls of Yarn Merchant, a
textile factory at Pagar, and
Courtbari area on the Turag's
southern bank have also been
pulled down, he said.

“Besides, we demolished
around 20 makeshift houses,”
Saiful said.

BIWTA was not able to use
theirships for the demolition of
some huge structures, as the
spaces under the bridges on
the Turag were narrow.

‘It is time-consuming to
demolish concrete structures
manually. If we could bring our
big ships, our demolition work
would have been much faster,”
said BIWTA Senior Deputy
Director Shahjal Haque.

Meanwhile, environmen-
talists said the encroached
areas on the Turag River are
actually a lot more than what
have been demarcated by the
districtadministration.

“Two years back when we
organised a boat race it was the

art of Turag where the Masjid

arket is now located. But
today only a small portion of
the market is being demol-
ished.”

I think the CS record is
seriously erroneous,” said Save

The Environment Movement
Chairman Abdur Naser Khan.

He said the river would
never return to its original state
unless the demarcations are
notmade properly.

On this point BIWTA
Director Mahabubul Alam said
the demarcation had been
made on the basis of the CS
record of the district adminis-
tration and BIWTA has nothing
todowithit

He said once the demolition
is complete, they would put up
boundary walls along the
riverbanks.

“Embankment protection
bank down the roads on the
riverbanks would be the best
option to stop encroachment,”
said a BIWTA official.

The eviction work will
continue today on the north-
ern bank of Turag. On June 8,
BIWTA will start eviction drive
in the Shitalakkhya in
Narayanganj.

Taliban
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Wazinistan home at the start of

the summer holidays, and
busloads of people were
abducted on Monday, officials
said.

Earlier militants blew up a
girls' school on the outskirts of
Pakistan's northwestern city of
Peshawar on Thursday as the
military pressed on with an
offensive against the Taliban,
police said.

The school was heavily
damaged in the attack in the
Budaber area, about 10 kilo-
metres (Six miles) south of
Peshawar, local police chief
Abdul Ghafoor Afridi said.

At least 40 kilogrammes (88
pounds) of explosives were
used to blow up the school, he
said, adding that "four rooms
were completely destroyed and
three were damaged.”

Another police official,
Shakarullah Khan, said mili-
tants used a timed device to
blow up the building.

There were no casualties as
schools are closed for the
summer, he said.



