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Comilla

Chowdhury, Basanta Kumar Majumder, Motahar
Hossain Chowdhury, Jaan-e-Alam Chowdhury,
Atindra Mohan Roy Chowdhury, Sachin Dey
Burman and Ustad Muhammad Khusru.

On November 21, 1921, the Prince of Wales vis-
ited India, and in protest of this, a daylong 'hartal’
(strike) was observed in Comilla as everywhere else
in the sub-continent. People from all walks of life
observed the 'hartal' and Nazrul sang “Bhikkha dao,
bhikkha dao, phiria chao ogo purobashi, santan aaj
upobashi.”

Nazrul was arrested and sent to Calcutta police
station. Later, he was freed from police custody;

In the month of February, in 1922, Nazrul
returned to Comilla and stayed here for five months.
During this stay, he wrote several poems including
"Priyar Roop," "Baishakhi," "Pralay Ullash" and
"Chirochena."”

On August 11, 1922, Nazrul's famous publication
“Dhumketu” came out. The rulers did not take the
poet's scathing criticism of the British rule kindly.
Police looked for Nazrul, but he was then at the
residence of Giribala Devi in Comilla. This was his
fourth visit to Comilla. Police arrested Nazrul in
front of the residence of Jogendranath Dutta in
Comilla town on November23, 1922,

He was sent to Alipore jail. After being freed from
jail on December 23 1923, Nazrul again came to the
home of Giribala Debi and stayed there for some
days. On April 24 1924, Nazrul married Pramila
Devi. Nazrul wrote many poems during his stay in
Comilla. In Daulatpur, Nazrul composed 10 songs.
The bard wrote "Akarun priya," "Shesher gaan,"
"Bedonamoni” and Lakkhichhara.”

PHOUTO MUMIT 5
Centre for Asian Theatre staged its production “Amputation” on May 31 and June 1 at
the National Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy. An adaptation of
Norwegian iconoclast Jens Bjorneboe’'s work, the play has been directed by
Kamaluddin Nilu. Bjorneboe described his work as, “A wild, almost surrealistic play --
partly sinister, partly comic -- directed against those forms of society that do not allow
room for people who think differently from those in power.”

Study: TV may inhibit babies’
language development

As most parents of small children will reluc-
tantly admit, nothing can occupy a child quite
like television. Unfortunately, the scientific
evidence suggests that using the boob tube as a

effect may be compounded when parents get
drawn into TV-watching too.

Christakis reports that when babies get
caught up with what's playing on television,

A public dumpster has been placed next to the memorial plaque at Ranirdighipar,Comilla.

Sengupta attended the wedding. But for some
reason Nazrul was disturbed and left the house of

/AKIR AZAD, Comilla

Rebel Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam spent some years at
Daulatpur under Muradnagar upazila and his wife
Pramila Devi's house is located in Comilla town.
Nazrul had visited Comilla five times. On Apfil 1921,
he came here and resided at the house of Biren
Shome for four days. Nazrul came with Ali Akbar
Khan, a noted publisher of Kolkata. Nazrul along
with Khan went to Daulatpur, where the poct stayed
for two months and composed many poems and
songs. Here he fell in love with Sayeeda Khatun alias
Nargis, niece of Ali Akbar Khan.

On June 18, 1921 Nazrul married Nargis. Ustad
Aftabuddin Khan, Shahabuddin Bayati, Baul poet

Ali Akbar Khan on the night of his wedding. Nazrul
moved in with Indra Kumar Sengupta and his family
in Comilla town. Giribala Devi (Sengupta’s aunt)
and her daughter Ashalata alias Pramila Devi also
lived with the Senguptas. Nazrul was unwell and
stayed there for almost three weeks. The Senguptas
looked 1(14.[ the r.smt .-.mt! N: urul was gradually
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Upon hmeg the news of Nazrul'sillmess, on July
6 1921, Muzaffar Ahmed, friend of Ali Akbar Khan,
took Nazrul back to Calcutta (now Kolkata). The
same year in November, Nazrul returned to Comilla
and stayed at Giribala Devi's residence. During his

Places in Comilla, bearing the memories of the
National Poet, are now facing severe negligence. No
steps to maintain these places have been taken in
the past two decades. People of Comilla have
repeatedly demanded naming the proposed
Comilla University after Kazi Nazrul Islam.

[t may be mentioned that some local influential

. Reople have allegedly consgructegd.a building by

filling up a pond (opposite |k Ridyavatan)
belonging to Pramila Dewvi's family. The occupiers
have removed the memorial plaque from the place.
A public dumpster has been placed next to the
memorial plaque at Ranirdighipar. No memorial
sign exists at Rajgan) from where the poet was

babysitter has its price: the more time babies
spend sitting in front of the screen, the more
their social, cognitive and language develop-
ment may suffer. Recent studies show that TV-
viewing tends to decrease babies' likelihood of
learning new words, talking, playing and other-
wise interacting with others.

A new study published recently in the
Archive of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine
adds to that evidence while introducing an
intriguing new perspective. Many studies have
suggested that television impedes learning by
inhibiting youngsters' ability to interact with
others, and according to Dr. Dimitri Christakis,

their parents are equally likely to get distracted,
which limits their exchanges with their kids. It's
a three-way interaction, with TV affecting both
children and their parents, and the parents'
detachment further impairing their children.
For the first time, Christakis’ group even quanti-
fied exactly the degree to which TV-viewing can
crpple parent-child communication: for every
houssastelevision was turned on, babies heard
770 fewer words from an adult, the new study
found. Conversational exchanges between
baby and parent dropped 15%, as did the overall
number of vocalizations made by children.
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