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RU activities resume

RU CORRESPONDENT

Academic activities at Rajshahi University (RU) resumed
yesterday amid tight security after 80 days' unscheduled
closure. The authorities closed the university indefinitely on
March 13 following a clash between Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) and Islami Chhatra Shibir on campus in which
one Shibir leader was killed and 100 others were injured,
Later the authorities imposed restriction on movement of
outsiders at RU and deployed around 500 law enforcers,
including plainclothes police at different entry points to
keep the campus violence-free. They also imposed restric-
tions on rallies, processions and activities of the student
bodies on the campus foranindefinite period.
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Local women rendering voluntary service to repair embank-
ment at KumarkhaliHousing Projectin Barguna yesterday.

Villagers repair dam

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

About 2,000 people including women, children, students
from different unions of Barguna district with the help of the
local administration yesterday joined hands to repair on
voluntary basis the damaged embankment in Kumarkhali
housing project area under Sadar upazila. Dhirendo
Debnath, AL lawmaker of Barguna and Swapan Kumar
Sarker, Deputy Commissioner (DC) and upazila chairman Lt
Col (retd) Abdul Khalek jointly inaugurated the repair work.
The DC told The Daily Star that about 30,000 people of the
areas would be benefited on completion of repair work of
the damaged embankment. Besides, about 10,000 acres of
land would be safe fromriver erosion.

Nine bombs recovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

Brahmanbaria Sadar police Friday night recovered nine live
bombs from district Eidgah field. Acting on a secretinforma-
tion, a police team raided the area and recovered the aban-
doned bombs wrapped with a polythene bag. Police are yet
to arrest anyone in this regard.
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Transport strike in N ilp"h‘émari'q

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

A faction of transport workers' union here yesterday called
an indefinite strike suspending plying of bus, mini-bus and
micro-bus on 16 routes of the district. They called the strike
to protest the union's election committee's alleged bias
towards a pro-ruling party faction of transport workers. The
election of the union is scheduled to held on' June 15.
Sources said the election committee recently cancelled the
nomination papers of six pro-BNP candidates showing
errors in papers. A tense situation is prevailing following
chase and counter-chase by the opponent groups.
Additional police forces have been deployed at the
Nilphamari Central Bus Terminal at Saidpur.
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Sirajganj town dwellers bring out a procession and submit
memorandum to the DC yesterday demanding construction of a
permanentembankment from Ranigram pointto Jamuna Bridge.
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Erosionvictims demonstrate

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sirajganj

Several hundred people of around 20 villages in Sirajganj
Sadar upazila yesterday brought out a procession in the
town demanding effective steps to protect them from ero-
sion of the Jamuna River and rehabilitation measures. They
also urged the authorities concerned to build a permanent
dam from Ranigram point to Bangabandhu Jamuna Bridge.
The processionists marched the main streets of the town
and held a rally in front of Deputy Commissioner's (DC)
office. The speakers said, about 1000 homesteads and 400
acres of the villages were devoured by the Jamuna in last one
year. They said, at least 200 dwelling houses, two mosques,
two madrasas, five educational institutions and 100 acres of
cultivable land went into the river in the last 10 days. The
demonstrators then submitted amemorandum to the DC.

One killed in pirate firing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

One person was killed and another was injured yester-
day at Marabhola forest camp under Sharonkhola
upazila of Bagerhat district when two rival groups of
pirates traded fire for over half an hour near the camp.
The dead was Afsaruddin,54, a boatman of Sundarbans
Forest Division while the other person is a forest guard.

JUST starts journey June 10

A CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

Academic activities at Jessore University of Science and
Technology (JUST) at Ambot-tala under Chougachha
upazila will start on June 10. The inaugural class of the
first batch will take place at the academic building. Vice
Chancellor Prof Abdus Sattar informed journalists that
the university management council has also taken a
decision to open engineering faculty for which a pro-
posal has been sent to the University Grants
Commission.
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Shibir ransacks Sheikh
Russel Smrity Sangha
office near RU

Desecrates PM's portrait

RU CORRESPONDENT

Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS) activists allegedly
desecrated a portrait of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in Budhpara area near Rajshahi
University campus on Sunday night,

Locals said a group of Shibir activists ran-
| sacked Sheikh Russel Smrity Sangha office in
the area ataround 10:30 pm and desecrated the
portrait there.

They also pasted posters on the office wall
demanding punishment to the killers of Shibir
RU unit general secretary Sharifuzzaman
Nomani who was killed during clashes between
ICS and BCL on the university campus on
March 13.

Receiving the news, local leaders and activ-
ists of Awami League and its associate organi-
sations rushed to the spot and chased the
Shibir men.

When contacted, the officer-in-charge (OC)
I of Motiher Police Station confirmed the inci-

dent, saying that they are investigating the
matter.

“Alter investigation, we will take action

against the persons responsible for desecrating

CU CORRESPONDENT

the portrait of the prime minister” the OC said.

Our Satkhira correspondent adds: Two
Shibir cadres, arrested with radio frequency
devices at a hostel in the district town on
Sunday, were placed on a five-day remand
yesterday.

The accused are Zahidul Islam, 24, Shibir
Satkhira town unit general secretary and
Kamrul Islam Sumon, son of MA Sabur of
Kulia village under Debhata upazila. Both are
the students of Satkhira Government
College.

Court sources said Sub-Inspector Firoz of
Sadar Police Station produced the arrested
two Shibir cadres in the Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court with a prayer for ten days'
remand.

After hearing, Judge AKM Samsul Arefin
granted afive-dayremand for the accused.

Police arrested the two with radio frequency
devices at Alam Hotel in the town early Sunday.

Police said Kamnrul contrived the FM device
to make contacts with their leaders and activ-
ists and also to gather secret information about
the law enforcement agencies and civil admin-
Istration within a range of2-3 kilometres.

One expelled for assaulting
female student at CU

and Assistant Proctor

Chittagong University (CU)
authorities yesterday perma-
nently expelled the student
who assaulted a female stu-
dent of political science
department of the university
onSaturday.

‘I expelled the student
exercising my special author-
ity and a notice in this regard
will be issued soon,” the VC
said.

Earlier, hundreds of stu-
dents of the university
brought out a procession and
staged a sit-in in front of the

VC's office demanding expul-
sion of Shamsul [slam Raju, a
third year management
student, for assaulting the
female student in front of
Shamsunnahar Hall on the
campus.

Students of the three
female dormitories brought
out a procession at around
10:30am and later the stu-
dents belonging to the Social
Science Faculty joined the
procession that paraded
Commerce Faculty and Social
Science Faculty.

Some students manhan-
dled Proctor Jasim Uddin

Chandan Kumar Poddar as
they allegedly prevented the
agitating students from
entering the VC's office for
submitting a memorandum.

Later, the students staged
a sit-in in front of the VC's
office. At one stage, the VC
came out of his room and
announced expulsion of the
student,.

On Sunday night, female
students of RU filed a case
against Shamsul Islam Raju
with Hathazari Police Station
under children and women
Repression Prevention Act.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Victim of physical torture on Wednesday last
and consequent abortion two days later, a
housewife is fighting for life at Jhenidah Sadar
Hospital.

The victim is Mina Khatun of Dhaura village
in Shailkupa upazila.

As her husband was sick, his younger
brother Milon Mia on Sunday lodged a case
with the Court of Jhenidah Chief Judicial
Magistrate Md Masudur Rahman accusing 19
people of torturing the woman and looting the
houses of several BNP activists.

The court has ordered the officer-in-charge
of Shailkupa Police Station to take necessary
action.

According to the case, cohorts of Awami
League leader Motiar Rahman of Kushobaria

village vandalised and looted the houses of

AL man, cohorts sued for
brutal torture on woman

BNP activists on May 25. Consequently, a case
was filed with Shailkupa Police Station.

Angered by filing of the case, Motiar and
his men attacked the house of Milon Mia on
May 27.

Not finding Milon and his father at home,
the attackers hurled abuses uttering their
names which Mina Khatun protested.

Upon order from Motiar Rahman, his com-
panions Rinku, Shamim, Salam and Rashid
dragged Mina onto the ground and started
kicking her on the abdomen, goes the case
statement.

The pregnant woman became unconscious
and started bleeding.

Motiar's men also created obstacles to
taking Mina to Shailkupa Upazila Health
Complexon the night.

On Friday, Mina was admitted to Jhenidah
Sadar Hospital where she aborted.
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PHOTO HASIBUR RAHMAN BiLU
The Jamuna River devoured some 60-metre stretch of the embankment at Talukdarpara in Sariakandi

upazila of Bogra district early yesterday. Bangladesh Water Development Board started a Tk 50 crore
project for construction and maintenance of 1.75-km embankment from Chandanbaishi to
Talukdarpara afew months ago but the erosion threatens the ongoing work at Talukdarpara.

Seven sued in
Sunamganj
on charge of
war crime

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

A freedom fighter's son on
Sunday filed a case with
Sunamganj Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court
against seven collaborators of
the then Pakistan army for
killing his father during the
Liberation War.

The accused are Malek
Miah, 60, Suruj Miah, 62,
Giasuddin, 64, Salek Miah, 52,
Jahangir, 50, Abdul Haque, 65,
and Haris Ullah, 75 -- all from
Sholaghar village in
Sunamganj Sadar.

The complainant, Md
Habibur Rahman of village
Balikandi of Sunamganj
Sadar upazila said the
accused people picked up his
father Babri Miah, a member
of the then East Pakistan
Rifles, who joined the first
.resistance at Sunamganj
\against the Pakistan army in
1971, took him to the nearby
Pakistani army camp at
Berigaon on 15th of the
Bangla month of Ashar in
1378.

The group tied Babri Mia

with a shimul tree in front of

the camp and shot him dead,
Habibur said.

Md Hasanul Islam, the
additional chief judicial
magistrate, ordered the offi-
cer-in-charge of Sunamganj
Kotwali Police Station for
enquiry and report into the
allegations.

61 croc hatchlings
missing from

breeding

centre

Washed away by tidal surge?

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Sixty-one of the 133 hatchlings
of crocodiles and five of the 13
deer have been missing from
Wild Animal Breeding Centre
at Karomjal under Chandpai
Range of the east wing of
Sundarbans Forest Division.

The matter was detected
after Chandpai Range Deputy
Ranger Abdur Rob, who is also
acting as caretaker of the
breeding centre, conducted a
recounting.

The hatchlings of croco-
diles and deer might have
been washed away by tidal
surges when cyclone Aila hit
the areaon May25.

Wall of the water reservoir
of the breeding centre col-
lapsed as Aila followed by
furious onrush of tidal surges
hit it, said Divisional Forest
Officer (DFOY MihirKamar. "

Constructed on over eight
acres of land at a cost of Tk 32
lakh in 2002 under the
Sundarbans Biodiversity
Conservation Project of the
government, the Wild Animal
Breeding Centre atat Karomjal
in Mongla upazila is the first of
its kind in the country, said
Deputy Ranger Abdur Rob.

There were three species of
crocodilesin the Sundarbans --
estuarine or salt water croco-
dile, marsh or sweet water
crocodile and ghanial species of
crocodile.

The sweet water and
gharial species became

extinct several years ago while
the salt water species remains
an endangered one, DFO
Mihir Kumarsaid.

Sundarbans Forest
Division took up the project
for the animal breeding centre
at Karomjol for increasing
number of salt water species
of crocodiles, he said.

“Condition of the breeding
centre is not at all satisfactory.
The project could not achieve
its aim due to lack of logistc
supports and things required
forits proper maintenance,” he
added.

Survey students
stage sit-in
RU CORRESPONDENT

Students of Rajshahi

-Engineering .and . Survey

Institute yesterday boycotted
classes and took out a proces-
sion in the city to press home
their four-pointdemand.

Several hundred students
under the banner of “Stu-
dents' Development
Committee” later put up a
barricade on the busy Shaheb
Bazar road and staged a sit-in
at zero point, disrupting traffic
foran hour.

The students of the insti-
tute urged the government to
meet theirdemands as early as
possible, otherwise they
threatened to launch a
tougheragitation programme.
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