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Set targets to create social

protection for the poor

BB chief says

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government should formulate
specific safety net strategies to safe-
guard poor communities in the
country, said Bangladesh Bank (BB)
governor yesterday.

“Social safety net programmes
play an important role in equitable
and sustainable economic develop-
ment by shielding the poor from
slipping into vulnerability. It would
help turn their potential into valu-
able human capital, contributing to
economic growth and stability,” said
Dr Atiur Rahman.

“To eliminate poverty, the govern-
ment should undertake specific
strategies and targets to create social
protection for the poor and disad-
vantaged,” he said.

“We should analytically look into
the issue and formulate home-
grown strategies to deliver effective
results,” he said. “The issue should
be contextualised in political discus-
sions to find ways to effectively
reduce poverty.”

He was speaking at a book
launching ceremony, jointly organ-
ised by the World Bank and Power
and Participation Research Centre
(PPRC) at Spectra Convention
Centre in Dhaka.

Two books -- "For Protection and
Promotion” by Margaret Grosh, lead
social protection economist, and
"Conditional Cash Transfer” by Ariel
Fiszbein, chief economist of human
development network of World

Bank, -- were uncovered at the cere-
mony.

The central bank chief said the
state is supposed to take responsi-
bility of the socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged people and
create a 'social ladder’ for them
through social safety net
programmes.

“The institutional setup or gover-
nance structure of a country plays a
pivotal role in effective implementa-
tion of social protection, which
should have panacea for providing
long term benefits,” said Rahman.

He said Bangladesh is one of the
pioneer countries to introduce the
social safety net programme in 1997,
Presently, the government spends
less than one percent of its GDP on
social safety net programme.
However, the amount 1S increasing
gradually.

Dr Salehuddin Ahmed, former BB
governor, suggests the government
and international organisations
restructure the safety net prog-
ramme methods and extend it
directly to the disadvantaged people
forlong-term poverty reduction.

He said the government should
introduce social insurance
programmes in addition to other
programmes, like vulnerable group
feeding (VGF) and vulnerable group
development (VGD). The safety net
programme should also include the
urban unorganised labourers,
Ahmed said.

He also said the government

should better monitor and coordi-
nate the social safety net to make it
effective.

Hossain Zillur Rahman, former
adviser to the caretaker government
and executive director of PPRC,
suggested the government take a
100-day programme that will
include creating new employment
and school meal programmes.

In a keynote paper, Margaret
Grosh said social safety net requires
better administrative systems for
better monitoring and implementa-
tion.

She said the social safety net
programme is gaining popularity in
developing and underdeveloped
nations in recent years.

She revealed in her book that in
1997, Brazil and Bangladesh were
the only two nations that introduced
the social safety net programme. [t
has now spread to around 40 coun-
tries in the world.

Ariel Fiszbein said the condi-
tional cash transfer (CCT) facility
also gains popularity among the
developing and underdeveloped
nations, as it directly helps families
to improve household condition.

He said the programme would not
only help reduce consumption pov-
erty, but also the scenario of the
entire community.

Xian Zhu, country director of
World Bank, and Dr M Mujeri, direc-
tor of Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies, were also
presentat the ceremony.

Commerce
minister off
to Istanbul

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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Commerce Minister Iaruk
Khan yesterday left Dhaka
for Istanbul to attend the
Turkey World Trade Bridge
and 1st Istanbul Trade
Ministers Summit.

Khan is leading a 5-
member delegation.

Trade and commerce
ministers from 150 coun-
tries will participate in the
7-day meeting, scheduled
to begin today, to discuss
potential bilateral, trilat-
eral and multilateral busi-
ness issues,

The other members of
Bangladesh trade delega-
tion are Shahab Ullah, vice-
chairman of Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB),
Monoj Kumar Roy, joint
secretary of the commerce
ministry, Shawkat Ali,
director of EPB, and
Shafkat Haider, director of
the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry.

Handloom
fair kicks
off in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna
A month-long clothes and
handicrafts fair began in
Pabnaon Saturday.

The Bangladesh
Benarashi Tant Foundation
organised the fair at the
Pabna Stadium. Handloom
and handicraft products
from different parts of the
country are being displayed
at the fair. Organisers say
there are 90 stalls at the fair.
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RCC announces
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Rajshahi City Corporation
(RCC) Mayor AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton ann-
ounced yesterday a Tk 222
crore budget for fiscal
2009-10 for the first time in
an open rally of citizens.

Insisted by Concerned
Citizens' Committee, run by
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB), the RCC
this time organised the
budget announcement
programme openly at
Green Plaza of Rajshahi City
Bhaban.

"No new tax has been
imposed,"” said the mayor,
urging citizens to pay their
taxes regularly for smooth
CLViC Services.
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RCC's own income from
taxes, rates, fees, rents and
profits was shown at Tk 46
crore.

In the proposed budget,
Tk 3.17 crore has been
allocated for infrastructure
development and road
repair and development,
Tk 52 lakh for education
and culture, and Tk 3 crore
for public health, mosquito
control and water supply.

As expenditure for sala-
ries of the mayor, council-
lors and staff, Tk 22 crore
has been allocated.

Replying to questions of
the citizens, the mayor said
he would take steps for
establishing a day-care
centre for children of work-
iIng women, increasing
schools for persons with
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STAR
Rajshahi City Corporation Mayor AHM Khairuzzaman Liton announces budget for fiscal 2009-

10 for the city corporation yesterday.

disabilities and bearing
educational expenses of
poor but meritorious stu-
dents.

The mayor also
announced the revised
budget for the current
financial year at Tk 87.56
crore that is over two and a
half times higher than the
proposed budget.

RCC Member Akbarul
Hasan Millat conducted
the programme.

Among others, first RCC
mayor Abdul Hadji, Rajshahi
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries President Abu
Bakkar Ali, Rajshahi
University teacher Prof Dr
Chowdhury Sarwar Jahan,
TIB Programme manager
Rofikul Islam and other RCC
officials were present.

Remittance fair
begins in
Comilla on

July 23

UNB, Dhaka

A three-day remittance
fair will be held in Comilla
on July 23-25 aiming to
gear up the remittance
inflow through the bank-
ing channel.

Dhaka International
Exhibition Company Ltd
will organise the fair, said a
press release.

The fair will include a
road show, a number of
seminars, an anti-hundi
awareness programme for
remitters as well as remit-
tance beneficiaries and
prevailing remittance facili-
tiesofdifferent banks.

MAGNUM MARKETING

Mian Ahmed Kibria, managing director of Magnum Marketing Ltd, and Takeshi Haruki, deputy
general manger of Hitachi, launch World First Ultra Thin LCD TV from the Japanese company at
aceremony in Dhaka recently.

BSS, Dhaka

The sugar sector is incur-
ring huge losses due to
absence of a long-term
plan and effective mea-
sures.

Bangladesh Sugar and
Food Industries Cor-
poration (BSFIC) officials
said it had made profits in
16 years and incurred
losses in 21 years since its
Inception 37 years ago.

On average, the officials
said, the losses amount to
Tk 250 crore every year.
However, due to domestic
production, the country
does not have to import
sugar.

"Measures will be taken
to reduce the losses,” said

Dhaka City Corporation
Computer Cell, Level-11

Nagar Bhaban, Dhaka
www.dhakacity.org

Invitation for Tender

ICT investment can
cut CO2 emissions

ting of CO2 emissions will
require new ways of con-
ducting business and new
ways of living, and will
also require large scale
investments in ICT," he
added.

The Ericsson boss also
spoke at the first plenary
session of the World
Business Summit on
Climate Change, address-
ing industry and govern-
ment leaders.

To the global business

L Ministry/Drvision gicai Govemment, Rural Development & CooperativesLocal Govi Says Erlcsson CEO
IVISion
< Agency Dhaka City Corporation
3 Procunng enfity name System Analyst. Computer Cell STAR BUSINESS DESK
4 Procuring enfity code Ry A AR T RSN [§ PTIRAMe Sry
: e S : s,
_ tments in informa-
G Invitation for S of Computer, Print ?ﬁes : i
s e D" rinker, UPS. and Soware Development & | | tion and communication
7. invitation Ref. No compi/B18/05/00 technology (ICT) could
L Date 280509 cut CO2 emissions by 15
- """"P'““""m — — percent by 2020, said
m‘m L Openylendering me Carl-Henric Svanberg,
10 Budgel 2nd source of funds DCCs own ford. chief executive officer of
11.__| Development pariner (i applicable) None. Ericsson.
fz'ﬂﬁl':"m — “With an innovation-
< ~ {mﬂc«ﬁ; HN:: driven climate agenda,
7 Tm!mlng - None. the percentage could be
15 Tender package name None even higher," he said in a
:g :ir'm;mi:ahmmre On or belore 31/05/09. recent meeting with UN
ender last sefiing date 140609 Secretary Ban-Ki Moon in

18. Tender closing date and ime

15/06/08 up 10 12-00 hours (noon)

19, Tender opening dale and tme

150609 a! 14:00 hours (2:00pm). Tenderers and their representalives
are aliowed 1o attend.

Copenhagen, Denmark,
according to a press state-

20 Tender validity time

120 days

ment.

21 Name & address of the office(s)

Svanberg also urged

- Selling fender document (principal)

Computer Cell, Level-11, Nagar Bnaban, Dhaka City Corporation.

the global communities to

- Selling lender document (others)

Accounts (Bdl Income & Expenditure), Account Section, Nagar Bhaba
Dhaka City Corporation. £ i

move away from dealing

- Receiving tender document

Computer Celi, Dhaka-1000.

with emissions after they

community, his message
was that companies could
turn the climate challenge
into a profitable opportu-
nity and make a signifi-
cant contribution to com-
bating climate change.

He also advised govern-

SR — -

BSFIC Chairman Tariq-ul
[slam.

Referring to the guide-
lines of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, he said
various proposals had been
made to protect the sugar
industry.

The proposals include
modernising the machin-
eries at the sugar indus-
tries.

Also, programmes are
being undertaken to refine
raw sugar at the sugar mills
as per the guidelines of the
prime minister, he said.

The proposals that have
been sent to the Planning
Commission include a
recommendation for the
sugar industry to be
declared an agro-based
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Sugar sector counts

sector,

According to the BFSIC,
the four state-run sugar
mills have the capacity of
producing 210,440 tonnes
sugar a year against the
country's demand for 12
lakh tonnes. The produc-
tion of sugar at these sugar
mills last year was 163,843
tonnes.

During the current
crushing year, the produc-
tion of sugar at the mills
was 79,922 tonnes due to a
shortage of sugarcanes.

Four private sugar refin-
ery mills have the capacity
of producing nine lakh
tonnes of sugar, but they
have to count huge losses
due to an inadequate sup-
ply of sugarcanes.

losses

In fiscal 2008-09, the
sugar mills incurred losses
of Tk 217.57 crore as they
produced 79,922 tonnes
sugar by crushing
11,83,950 tonnes sugar-
canes.

Besides higher produc-
tion cost of locally made
sugar, there is scarcity of
agricultural products, an
unusual price hike,
unavailability of sugarcane
are the reasons for losses in
the sugar industry.

The production of sug-
arcane is declining as its
competitive crops such as
rice, wheat, oilseeds and
vegetable are becoming
attractive due to higher
pr:ccs

Bangladesh Film Development
Corporation

Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208
Tender No. FDC/PD-Import/2007-2008/7/84

International Re-Tender for Import of
35mm Color Picture Negative Film

Dt. 28/05/2009

01 Ministry/Division Ministry of Information, Govemment of Bangladesh.
02 Agency Bangladesh Film Development Corporation, Dhaka.
03 Procuring entity name Managing Direclor, BFDC.,

04 Procunng entity district Dhaka, Bangladesh.

05 Invitation for Import of 35mm Color Picture Negative Film.

06 Invitation for Ref No. FDC/PD-Import/2007-2008/7/84.

07 Dale 28/05/2009.

08 Procurement method Open tender method (OTM).

09 Budget and source of fund Revenue.

10 Tender package No. 1 No.

11 Tender package name Import of 35mm Color Picture Negative Film.

12 Tender publication date 30/05/2009.

13 Tender last selling date & time 28/06/2009 up to 5.00pm.

14 Tender closing date & time

29/06/2009 up to 2.00pm.

15 Tender opening date & time

29/06/2009 at 2.30pm.

16

Name & address of office(s)
1) Selling of tender documents

Dhaka-1208.

i) Cash Counter of Accounts Section, BFDC, Tejgaon,

i) Receiving of tender document

i) Office of the Deputy Director (Procurement), BFDC,
Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208.

i) Opening of tender document

lit) Office of the Deputy Director (Procurement), BFDC.
Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208.

mmwi : T“m%' Lol Computer Cell, Dhaka-1000. :::‘;e f?} l;ﬁz d :‘i(n ;’tc:;ldf r Eod , ment Sd at ?1 d reg tll [i at E rs | |17 Eligibility of tenderer The tenderer/local agent should have:
= e _ , AL n aroun e wor that (a) Professional capability, technical qualification &
Elgotity er ;h;ﬁwhm for tender is open lo all eligible lenderers as mentioned moving ideas, not people, effective legislative and personnel, reputation, expenence, equip?'nent, financial
a) The provision 1aid down in the "Public Procurement Reguiations- with broadband being regulatory frameworks resources.
., 2008 musthave n st complance society's new highways. should make markets (b) Agency certificate from the manufacturer to
) Fzﬁmr;gm;uﬂ :plo-da;a mu:nmmﬁ "A large-scale offset- workforthe climate. F;ﬂéce";?;ﬁ;;{:m;ﬁ {gg?'gaé}'and Bangladesh Bank
i i nk.
months). - -
- (d) Up-to-date trade licence issued by municipal
2 4 c) Emmrte; ifmq::;f; nn;r;m“:t of 3 (three) years of overall ?c;rpjralmg‘e:uthentic autthong: Fﬂ]’ Blﬁnglad?sh, ok
descriplion of goods of works e) Up-to-date income lax certificate & VA
Identificabon of ot Localion Price of tender document Tencer security amount | Completion time registration {attested)
| in Taka (non-refundable) in Taka in days 18 Bnef description of goods Imponrt of 35mm Color Picture Negative Film.
Supply of Cwus;g Dhaka City 300" (five hundred) only | 10,200 (ten thousand | One month after 19 Price of tender document (Tk) Tk. 2500/- (two thousand five hundred) only.
P “""'-a . | Corporasion T&?&ﬂ;ﬂg*miﬁ‘l two hundred) only work order hot identifilcatllion of Location Tender secunty amount (Tk,) | Completion time in
Development & No-10-30-1 Sonali Barik, ; : - weeks/months
Mwm e Nagar Bhaban B:w m 20 1 No. | Import of 35mm BFDC, Tk. 8,00,000/- (eight lac) only | As per schedule
Dhaka Color Picture Tejgaon, by Pay-Order/Bank Draft/BG
Prmmm Negative Film Dhaka-1208 | (except Uttara Bank Ltd)
; M_L__di:'d_rﬂrgfww Omer . Sayaed Mwmga - 21 Name of official inviting tender SM Kaiser Hossain Mallick.
official Omg 22 Designation of official inviting tender Deputy Director (Procurement).
2 %41”@'!— Sﬁlﬁmhw]rst Computer Call, Nag_arﬂh;han Dhaka-1000. ————— |\ S— NI Tt : -
- The 2 mww e e e Y i = e P Hu ‘Ni' ‘f:' E‘.}rif_‘! 23 Address of official inviting tender ?:Ig%f:gegr;‘akalf|1lg1% | Development  Cormporation,
28 Special lerms & conditions Described in the TOR. SWISS COLOURS BANGLADESH | 24 Contact delails of official In"ﬂlmg tqndET Tel: 81 20204, Fax: 88029137280
Bt ) Mok kg Vasudesh Potti, technical resources manager of Huntsman, 25 The procuring entity reserves the right 1o accept or reject all tenders.
=7 ms'“'md alyst - Speaks at a seminar on innovations in textile processing, S M Kaiser Hossain Mallick
mm;“ g 3 me o organised by Swiss Colours Bangladesh Ltd, Huntsman's | Deputy Director (Procurement)
poralic appointed agent for the country, in Dhaka recently. | GD-2814 On behalf of Managing Director of BFDC
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