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10 months she sat on the

Fans get behind Maria

"I think coming intg
Warsaw and coming into this

Dealing with  sidelines have given heranew tournament, it's all real]yatut

Less than three months after adversity has perspective on life allowing anditstillisatest.”
their team bus came under brought hertoenjoy new experiences Next test for Sharapova
terrorist gunfire in Lahore, M ar | a andtakesometimeawayfrom Sunday will be China's Li
members of the Sri Lankan Sharapova a  thespotlight. herself the victim of a career.
cricket team have withdrawn new fan base But she says that the time threatening injury to her ngh
from a scheduled visit to | in Parls, the Russian glamour wae ripe for her return to knee.
Oxford due to security con- | girl believes, competition and she is deter- The two have played foyr
CoIs. The former World No.1 has  mjined to make the mostoutof  times with Sharapova winning

Muttiah Muralitharan, | gone the distance in the three  jino matter howitgoes in straight sets each time. &“
Kumar S“"l‘jﬂa”g““ a;;]d team :mtcth :'l“i" has played to "I'm full of uurpﬁsea. I itwill be the first time that the
manager Brendon Kuruppu | date a s year's French -
informed the Oxford Union | Open coming from behind :::?; I-L-s:h::m A, gy tg: Ea:te Playedu:ren ;01:,’5
debating society on Friday | with defeat staring her in the 'l"ll tell Yﬂu. just when you i L ’
they feared a backlash after a | face on each occasiontoreach  hink yuu'veu;:neverymj:g,l Op;;.e rize for the winmi P g
front-page story in the Times thelast 16, manage to just shock every- willbcapua.n Hiralé 1am;
in which it was claimed that And thatin just her second ... Just ask a member of g 'y
20,000 Tamil civilians had | tournament back after a 10- ' Froiey  eyery cuange of reacting (e

team. last four.

been killed in recent hostilities
between government troops
and LTTE.

The Sri Lankans arrived in

month injury layoff to deal
with an injury to her right
shoulder that was casting a
dark cloud over the rest of her

England this week ahead of | career.

the World Twenty20; their first It has revealed another side
international assignment | to a once dominant player
since the attack outside the | much admired for herlooks and

Gadaffi Stadium, which
claimed the lives of eight
securityand transport person-
nel and wounded seven play-
ers and coaching staff. Murali,
who is himself a Tamil, had
been due, along with
Sangakkara and Kuruppu, to
deliver an oration at the
Oxford Union - following in
the footsteps of US presidents
and other heads of state - but
the visit was scrapped due to
uneasiness over security
arrangements.

Kuruppu, the former Sn
Lankan wicketkeeper who is
now the team's manager, told

star appeal and respected for
her all-action style, but seldom a
sentimental favourite.

Asked if she had noticed a
change in the way the Roland
Garros faithful had got behind
her this year the 22-year-old
Sharapova replied: "Yeah,
probably because you're
ranked outside the top 100, so
people likeyou.

"When you're No. 1 in the
world, for some reason they
don't like you anymore. It's
amazing how the society
WOrks.

"Especially here in France, |
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Brett Lee (C) and his teammates stretch during atraining session in Nottingham on Friday.
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Notwithstanding the IPL performances, an
upbeat Moles maintained New Zealand
deserved to be ranked as potential champions
given that the hit-and-hope nature of Twenty20
reduced the talent difference between sides.

"We have plenty of match-winners with bat
and ball; it's a matter of themn performing as

Despite their unimpres-
sive credentials, the New
Zealand World Twenty20
squad are talking boldly

HLng 1] Tiger, the only fan club
of Bangladesh cricket team,
on Saturday released a book
titled "Cricket of the year 08"

containing information about
domestic and international
events of country's cricket at
the National Sports Council
(NSC)

Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) senior vice-president
Mahbub Anam, who was the
chief guest at the publication
ceremony, unveiled the book.

BCB media committee
chairman Jalal Yunus and
former national team skipper
Khaled Mashud were present
as special guests while Bengal
Tiger president Kazi Aziz
Ahmed chaired the function.

Mahbub Anam appreciated
the publication. He called
upon the Bengal Tiger to con-
tinue publishingiteveryyear.

Vaijan Smriti
volleyball
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estate on the outskirts of London.

consistently as possible. This is our strongest

"A lot of thought has gone into the prepara-
tion for this tournament and we hope thatitwill

squad so there are no excuses,” he said.
Moles is promising New Zealand will be

Cricinfo that after reading the
newspaper article, the team
management had decided not

think they always love the
underdog, and they always
love the one that comes back
from behind, or the one that's

be rewarded,"” coach Andy Moles said.

If the just-completed Indian Premier League
(IPL) series is any yardstick thatis a big hope, but
then New Zealand takes the view that the shorter
the game the more level the playing field.

Ranked eighth in Test cricket and leaping to
fourth in ODIs, New Zealand sees opportunity in
the blossoming Twenty20 version of the game --
even if none of its seven players in the IPL tour-
nament performed with real distinction.

Ross Taylor of the Bangalore Royal
Challengers -- the beaten finalists -- was the
best of the stroke makers but his average 31.11
only ranked him 15th in the tournament.

Kyle Mills was on the Mumbai Indian payroll

but not used at all while the rest of the New
| Zealand contingent fell somewhere between

Taylor and Mills with largely non-descript
performances from limited appearances.

Butthe failure of the creamofNewZealand's
cricket crop to set the IPL alight did not bother
selector Glenn Turner going into the World
Twenty20.

"The nature of the beast which is the
Twenty20 game is very hit and miss,” Turner
said, adding that even net practice at the IPL

"very aggressive” in the tournament, and one
area which could prove vital is their renowned
fielding, where accuracy can go some way
towards compensating for batting and bowling
shortfalls.

There could even be 4 lift from the pride of
playing for country instead of IPL cash,
although a recent survey of New Zealand's top
cricketers showed 45 percent now see an IPL
contract as the pinnacle of world cricket.

But the bottom line is that the senior players
who failed to impress atthe IPLwho will have to
find asudden burst of form to lead the way.

In addition to Taylor, Brendon McCullum
was showing signs of class with the bat towards

* the end of the IPL although his Kolkata Knight

Riders finished last.

However, the remainder of the New Zealand
contingent -- Jesse Ryder, Jacob Oram, Daniel
Vettorrand Scott Styris, were relegated to being
spare parts contributors.

Of the balance of the squad Iain O'Brien,
James Franklin, Ian Butler and Peter
McGlashan have been playing in England while
Brendon Diamanti, Nathan McCullum, Neil
Broom and Martin Guptill remained in New

to take any chances. The Sri
Lankan government has
denied the Tamil civilian

not expected to win. I'm prob-
ablythatperson.”
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Maria Sharapova of Russia jubilates after winning against compa-
triot Yaroslava Shedova in the French Open third round match at
Roland Garros in Paris on Friday.

death toll quoted in the front-

pagereport.

wantto take chances.”

Tigers warm
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the second group match.

BRIEF SCORES

| SCOTLAND: 141-7 in 20 overs
(Hamilton 45, McCallum 50,
Berrington 18, extras 11;
Rasel 1-31,
Rubel 5-16, Riyad 2-35, Borren

Mashrafe 1-21,

1-29)
BANGLADESH:

"It is nothing alarming,”
Kuruppu said. "We just don't

Bangladesh face ICC associate
members Ireland on June 8 in

142-4 in 18.4
overs (Tamim 33, Shamsur 1,
Ashraful 3, Shakib 36, Riyad 46
Rokibul 15 not out,
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windy conditions inside Court
Philippe Chatrier.

The first four games of the
second set all went against
serve until Dementieva made
the crucial break in the 10th
game to level the tie.

But 25-year-old Stosur
raced away in the decider
taking a 4-0 lead before wrap-
ping up the match with
another power-packed,
crosscourt winner as
Dementieva joined third seed
Venus Williams as a major third
round casualty.

"I came out playing well. I
wasn't 100 nervous and I tried

Bondarenko 6-2, 6-4 fora place
in the quarter-finals.
"Radwanska moves well.
Shereads the game well. It's her
strength. As far as weaknesses
are concerned, | will keep to
myself,” said Kuznetsova.
Belarussian ninth seed
Victoria Azarenka set up a last
16 clash against defending
chainpion Ana Ivanovic after
-she beat Spain's Carla Suarez
Navarro 5-7, 7-5, 6-2 In a te
held which was suspended
Friday because of bad light.
Later Saturday, American
second seed, and 2002 cham-
pion, Serena Williams faces
Spain's Maria Jose Martina

Samantha stuns Elena

in Paris and he will take on
either second seed Roger
Federer or Frenchman Paul-
HenﬁMaﬂ:iEufnraplaceinthe
lasteight

Argentine fifth seed Juan
Martin Del Potro reached the
French Open last 1€ on
Saturday with a 6-4, 7-5 6-4
mnuvarm;z{iﬁmeullw- ,
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Forall their success on the cricket fieldsofthe troversially left out of the side that played in the

fourth round at the French Hannan 39, Rajin 1, Mehrab

Adib charges
to 174 inT20

SPORTS REPORTER

Adib smashed an unbeaten
174 in EEE Chargers' massive
220-run win over LSC
Gladiators in the Igloo
Summer Twenty20 Challenge
at the Dhanmondi Club
ground yesterday.

Batting first, the Chargers
piled 338-2 in 20 overs before
Gladiators were bowled out
for just 108 runs. Pritam took
fourfor19.

In the day's second match,
Transformers beat Cricket
Mentors by five wickets.

An Indian
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"Before he was made the cap-
tain, standing in the slips I
interacted with him, and he
picked up a lot of things which
clearly indicated that he has a
sharp brain.

"His approachis pretty clear
andnotcomplicated.”

Dhoni led India to its first
Test series win In New Zealand
in 42 years in March, following
impressive home wins against
world champions Australia
and England earlier in the
season.

But he himself admits that
retaining the World Twenty20
title will be a tough act to follow.

“It will be silly to name

favourites in a 40-over game,

things can change so quickly,”
he said. "It all depends on how
one plays ona particular day.

"The secret is to play to your
potential and try to be as con-
sistent as possible. Hopefully
we will do thatin England.”

India are drawn with
Bangladesh and Ireland in the
preliminary round, but face the
prospect of battling Australia,
South Africa and England in
the Super Eights.

world South Africa haven't won a major interna-
tional tournament in more than adecade.

The World Twenty20 in England provides
another opportunity to end the drought.

The offices of Cricket South Africa have cabi-
nets gleaming with trophies from successful
bilateral series and several triangular or qua-
drangular tournaments.

But the only International Cricket Council
honour remains the ICC Knockout trophy, now
known as the ICC Champions Trophy, which
South Africawon in Bangladeshin 1998.

"We've been number one in the one-day
game, close to number one in the Test arena and
it's a bit frustraﬂng that we haven't got any sil-
verware," said Procter.

"So we're taking the World Twenty20 very
seriously. It'saWorld Cup and we wantto winit."

Planning for the tournament began in ear-
nest when South Africa picked a 15-man squad
for two Twenty20 internationals against
Australia in March.

All 15 men played in at least one game but for
Procter it was equally important that the players,
including some experimental selections, spent
time with national coach Mickey Arthur and cap-
tain Graeme Smith in a squad environment, "so it
won'tbeajudgmentjustonaparticulargame”.

Thirteen of that squad will be in England,
including two of the relative unknowns who
were tried against Australia, left-arm pace

inaugural world event in South Africain 2007.

The history of South Africa in world events is
one of near-misses, none more heart-breaking
than their tied match against Australia in the 1999
World Cup semi-final in England which eliminated
the tournament favourites on run rate.

Another tied game, against Sri Lanka in the
2003 World Cup in South Africa, meant elimina-
tion at the group stage, again on run rate.

In the first World Twenty20, South Africa won
four out of five matches but their single loss,
against eventual champions India, condemned
them to yet another run rate dismissal after
India, New Zealand and the Proteas finished in a
triple tie on points in their Super Eight group.

With quick-scoring batsmen like Smith,
Herschelle Gibbs, AB de Villiers and JP Duminy,
and hard-hitting all-rounders in Albie Morkel,
wicketkeeper Mark Boucher and Van der Merwe,
agile fielders and some capable bowlers, coach
Arthur is confident South Africa have a team
well-equipped to succeed.

"Whether the conditions suit pace or slow
bowling, I believe we can field a team with seven
possible bowlers and batting down to number
ten," said Arthur.

But as hosts and close-up witnesses of the
extravagances of the Indian Premier League,
South Africa are painfully aware of the unpre-
dictability of Twenty20 cricket where one bad
over can costateamits chance of glory.

"Sometimes the shot selec-
tion wasn't great, some times it
was bad decisions by me and
other times, I used to bat aftera

throughwith a6-1, 6-3 win over

Hungary'sMelinda Czink.
Kuznetsova, a former US

Open champion and who was

tired."

long bowling spell and felt

runner-up here in 2006, has
lost just 11 games on her way to
the fourth round for a sixth

"That's why I am working
very hard on my fitness now. |
want to play well and for long,
contribute to my team'’s suc-
cess consistently.”

successiveyear.

The 23-year-old will face
Polish 12th seed Agnieszka
Radwanska who put out
unseeded Ukrainian Kateryna

Open since Andre Agassi In
2003, Robbie Ginepri having
achieved the featlast year.

Also through tothelast16in
early action was German vet-
eran Tommy Haas who
defeated France's Jeremy
Chardy7-5,6-3,4-6,6-4.

It was just the second time
that the 31-year-old had made
it through to the fourth round

81, Sahagir2, Dollar 79, Sajidp.
Enamul 11*, Talha 2; Samad b-
108, Aditya 1-68, Kiran 2-73)
MAHARASHTRA CRIC
ASSOCIATION: First inni
363-6 in 119 overs (Khadi

8, Bhosale 53, Sirikhande 23,
Jadhav 19, Bawne 57, me:,:i
95*, Gaekwad 30, Mandle
Sajid 1-88, Talha 2-59, Dollar,
37, Enamul 1-95, Rajin 1-18).
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Salahuddin dreams
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member delegation to the FIFA
Congress. A meeting of the
confederations will be held on
June 1 where the world leaders
of football gather for the 59th
edition of the Congress.

Salahuddin told at the brief-
ing at the BFF House that he
would confirm issues about
Bangladesh's bid to host the
SAFF men's and women's
championships in 2009 and
2010respectively.

"A meeting of the SAFF
[South Asian Football
Federation] is scheduled to be
held in the Bahamas where we
expect to take decisions on the
SAFF Championship. During
the AFC Congress, we made
bids for both the tournaments
in Bangladesh. 1 am going to

fight all the way for the rights

because during the next three
years, we are planning to make
Bangladesh the centre of South
Asianfootball," he said.

"Also, we are going to talk
about the SAFF executive com-
mittee, which has been running
the show for the last ten years.
Bhutan objected about the one-
man show for too long and we
had seconded the decision
during the last SAFF meeting in
Kuala Lumpur,” he added.

"I also hope to finalise the
teams to participate in the
Bangabandhu International
Gold Cup and confirm their
commitment.”

BFF vice-president Kazi Nabil
Ahmed, technical director
Shahidur Rahman Shantoo and
general secretary Al Musabbir
Sadiwere also present.

KP admits
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formatofthe game.

“The more I play it though
the more I'll catch up with
my records in Test and one-
day cricket definitely. I just
know that I will get much
better at it. I've worked out
some new theories about
how to go about my batting
in T20 and that will make a
difference, hopefully starting
next week!" he said.

The 28-year-old ex-
England captain, who failed
to impress as the Royal
Challengers Bangalore cap-
tain in IPL, said he loved the
experience,

"l made a great captain
didn't 1," Pietersen said in a
lighter vein.,
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: BEING THAT THE BIG

!

BLACK BIRD IS ACTING LIKE A COWARD,

WOULD YOU SAY IT'S A CRAVEN RAVEN?
Today's Cryptoquip Clue: R equals Y
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