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Call for budgetary allocation
to implement RTI Act

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

wsterday
Speakers at a workshop yes _
dgmanded budgetary allocation for
proper implementation of the Right to

anon (RT1) Act. :
lnfm\* also underlined the importance ol
special allocation in the upcoming national
budget for setting up an information com-

mission.
Management and Resources

jnative (MRDI), a non-

Development In i r
with USAID PROGATI organised the work-
shop on ‘Ensuring implementaton of RTI
following pro-poor approach: Role and
potential of media’ at Brac Centre Innin the
city. |
‘While speaking on the implementation
of RT1 act, the speakers said a free informa-
tion commission is yer to be established,
though the act would come into effect after
onlyone month. .

Information can play important role in
poverty reduction, combanng disaster and
ensuring basic rights, and media can facili-
tate people's right to information, they said,
adding that people should E;nuwwh atisR1l
and how will they be benefited by using the
‘niormation.

“Media can highlight success cases of

information €€ntre a5 4 maodel of develop.
ment; individual ¢ collective cases l:].f
adopting bEEmfI]i\'{‘lihnﬂd opuons usine
informaton, said Shaheen Anam, ux&u!f
tive director of Manusher lonng
Foundaton.

“As anadvocate and promoter of RTT| gy
media can draw dltention of |mlicnn.’1kur£
to the extentand type of information barr.
ers thatexistatvanoys levels " she added

Presenting a keynote paper, Hhuhéen
Anam sald media cgp play a watchdo
role in trﬂCkl_"}_I and monitoring the purt.‘
formance O information commission
and other I"tUTIﬂ.Hiﬂn-prm'idirlg agen.-
cies. Media also has a role IN protectine
whistleblower from 3
threats.

The speakers said RTT efforts should pe
mainstreamed into all development
agenda targeting the poor and disadvan.
taged not only for alleviating poverty, by
alsofor raising their dignity,

NGO.j and local media can build a part.
nership in mobilising grassroots demand
forinformation, they added.

“RTT s not only for the media, rather i
can be used as g development tool also”
saud AHM Moazzem | lossain, editor ul"l'hlv
Financial Express adding that the SOCial
needs for RTl should be addressed through

harassment and

Save the Buriganga Movement, Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon and Nirbheek

mult-dimensional ways and political will is
amust to overcome the challenges in imple-
menting the act,

Drawing examples from different com-
munities, Dr Ananya Raihan, executive
director of D.Net, said RTT could be helpful
for the people in many ways as information
database would be created and maintained
forits properimplementation.

Shawkat Mahmud, president of the
National Press Club, said both the media
representatives and government officials
shouldbesensitised in using the RTTact.

He also stressed the need for special
budgetary allocation for a strong and effec-
tive information commission.

The speakers also called for coordina-
tion among different government, non-
government organisations and media, and
an easy handbook of the RTI act for mass
people and training of the government
officialsonthe act.

Among others, Farid Hossain of
Associated Press, Shyamol Dutta, editor of
the Bhorer Kagoj, Hasan Shahriar, president
of Commonwealth Journalists Association,
also spoke, while Executive Editor of the
Sangbad Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul moder-
ated thesession.

MRDI Executive Director Hasibur
Rahman delivered his welcome address.
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riverin Swarighat area demanding steps to save rivers.

Spealers urge govt
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Jointly organise a human chain on a boat on the Buriganga

PHOTO STAR

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a human chain
vesterday demanded for
special allocation in the
upcomung budget to protect
the Buriganga, Shitalaksha,
Turag and Balu rivers -- the
lifelines of the city.

They also demanded the
government take a 100-day
programme immediately to save
the nivers.

Save the Buriganga
Movement, Bangladesh Paribesh
Andolon (Bapa) and Nirbheek
jointly organised the programme
at10:30am in Swarighatarea.

The speakers said the authori -
ues remain inactive when the
nvers are being grabbed and
polluted indiscriminately. The

dnives to recover the rivers are |

often halted midway of the recov -

ery programme for unknown | |

[€4sons.

They stressed the need to take

sustainable development
programme and its implementa
tion by using land, water and
Manpower resources properly.
The government's indiffer-
ent attitude towards healthy
‘environment, indecision,
weakness, corruption and Jack
of coordination contribute to
the destruction of rivers, con-

tinuous pollution and scarcity
of pure drinking water, they
said.

The rivers surrounding the
capital now make the mega city
most polluted, stinky, dirty and
unliveable place in the world,
theyadded.

The speakers further said that
protecting the rivers from
encroachment and pollution is a
must to save the life and liveli-

hood of the people and
biodiversity.

They also recommended
that the owners of different
industries be forced to use
Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP)
to stop industrial waste emis-
sions, while Dhaka City
Corporation, Wasa and other
organisations should be
restricted from throwing waste
to therivers

The Water Bodies Act 2000
should be implemented strictly
and the Buriganga Taskforce be
activated in this regard, the
speakersadded.

Former adviser to a caretaker
government ASM Shahjahan,
General Secretary of Bapa Dr
Mohammad Abdul Matin, ATM
Kamal of Nirbheek, Mihir Biswas,
[aksim A Khan, Sharif Jamil and
Ashraf Amir Ullah also spoke

F
=, P-l'?"

POLITAN

BNP leaders,
workers pay
tribute to Zia

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders and workers of BNP
and its associated organisations
yesterday thronged the mazar
of late president Ziaur Rahman
in city's Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
and paid tribute on his 28th
death anniversary.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia accompanied by a huge
number of party leaders, work
ers and supporters placed
wreath at the mazar of Za,
founderof BNP.

['he party flag was hoisted at
half-mast at the party head
quarters at Naya Paltan.

Several incidents of attack
took place in Natore, Magura
and Bansal during the obser
vance of death anniversary ol
Zlaur Rahman, who was assas
sinated by a group of disgrun-
tled army men at Chittagong
Circuit House on this day in
1981.

Miscreants fired two gun-
shots at former deputy minister
for land advocate Ruhul
Quddus Talukder Dulu while he
was addressing a discussion
meeting in Natore. Dulu, how-
ever, wentunhurt.

Witnesses said two people
wearing black masks sprayed
bullets targeting Dulu and fled
the scene quickly:.

Criminals also attacked the
death anniversary programme
In Magura. No one, however,
suffered serious injury in the
attack.

In Barisal, miscreants
attacked the motorcade of BNP
leader Shanfuddin Santu on his
way to join amilad mahfil. Local
BNP leader Golam Mahbub
blamed Awami League men for
theattack.

In the capital, the BNP chief
offered fateha at the mazar and
prayed seeking divine blessings
forthe departed soulofZia.

Khaleda also joined
‘Khatme Quran' and “milad
mahfil' organised by
Jatiyatabadi Ulema Dal on the
Mazar premises.

[eaders and activists of BNP
Its associated organisations and
different pro-BNP professional
bodies also placed wreaths at
Zia'smazar.

I'he BNP chiefinaugurated a

voluntary blood donation

programme , arranged by Zia
Sanskritik Sangathan (Zia
Cultural Organisation)

Later, Khaleda Zia distrib-
uted food among the destitute
at several other points in the
capital.

BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain,
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain,
Shamsul Islam Khan, MK
Anwar, Mirza Abbas, Sadeque
Hossain Khoka and Opposition
Chief Whip Zainul Abdin
Farroque, among others, were
present.

I'he three-day death anni-
versary programme announced
by BNPwill be ended today:

PHOTO. STAR

Green Voice forms a human chain in front of Teacher Student
Centre on Dhaka University campus yesterday ahead of World No
Tobacco Day today while a smoker passes by in a rickshaw.
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WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY TODAY
Tobacco causes 80pc

of lung cancer
Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Tobacco use is one of the 'most
common nsk factors for various
ciseases’ in Bangladesh as well
as across the globe'and its eco-
nomic impact is also ‘devastat-
Ing’, anti-tobacco activists said
inaroundtable yesterday:

In Bangladesh, tobacco
aloneis responsiblefor about 80
percent of lungs cancer and the
use of rtobacco is increasing,
especially among the young
generation, they pointed out.

T'hey urged the government
to take effective measures for
strictly implementing the
lobacco Control Law in order to
restrict tobacco uses and refrain
smokers from smoking in
publicspaces.

The roundtable was organ-
ised by Bangladesh Anti-
Tobacco Alliance (BATA) at
Cirdap auditorium here on the
eve ol the World No Tobacco
Daytoday.

This year the theme of the
day is 'Tobacco Health
Wamnings', underscoring the
need for using picture warnings
that have been proven particu-
larly effective at making people
aware of the health nisks of
tobacco use and convincing
themto quit.

The use of picture warnings
has been widely adopted in
many countnes and its effect is
proven statistically with a 2.1
percentdecrease in the number
of smokers throughout the
globe, said Dr Arup Ratan
Chowdhury, the president of
Manash, an anti-smoking
organisation,

Not only on the cigarette
packets, the use of picture
warnings on the 'jarda’, 'gul
and ‘'shada pata’ packets should
also be introduced since a large
number of females tend to use
these products without know-

Ing their harmful effects, said
Saifuddin Ahmed, executive
directorof WBB Trust.

In a written statement, BATA
members said around 57,000
people die of diseases caused by
tobacco in the country each
year, quoting a report of the
World Health Organisation.

They said another 3,82,000
people in the country give way
to various disabilities due to
smoking, quoting the same
report.

Health-related or economic
factors aside, smoking may also
lead many, especially the young
generation ashtray pushing
them towards criminal and
unsocial activities, said Dr
Badiul Alam Majumdar, global
vice president and country
director, The Hunger Project-
Bangladesh.

The speakers at the
roundtable urged the govern-
ment toimplement the tobacco
control law to create mass
awareness.

They also called on the
physicians and health workers
o quit smoking as common
people consider them as role
models.

UBINIG Executive Director
Farida Akhter, International
Union Against Tuberculosis and
Lung Disease Technical Advisor
Md Akramul Islam and Deputy
Secretary to the Establishment
Ministry Shahadat Hossain
spoke attheroundtable,

Bangladesh Anti-Tobacco
Alliance (BATA) has chalked out
an elaborate programme to
mark the World No Tobacco
Day.

An anti-smoking procession
will be brought our at 10:00am
fromShahbagh in'the city.

A boat rally will also be held
at 4:00pm on the Dhanmondi
Lake.
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PHOTO. STAR
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia offers munajat after placing wreath at the mazar of late president Ziaur
Rahmanin city's Sher-e-Bangla Nagar yesterday.

Misuse of law leaves domestic

violence unchecked

Spealkers tell roundtable

Misuse of Women and
Children Repression
Prevention Act is an obstacle
(o preventing domestic vio-
lence and other forms of
violence against women,
speakers said at a roundtable
yesterday.

False cases filed by exploit-
Ing the act is actually sup-
pressing the real use of the law
posinga challenge in ensuring
justice for the victims of abuse
andviolence, theyadded.

[hey said forming commus-
nity level volunteer support
groups can help address
domestic violence, which is
prevalent in Bangladesh. The
support group must include
both men and women, they
added.

he roundtable
‘Addressing domestic
lence in Bangladesh through
community involvement' was
organised by Women
Entrepreneur Association of

titled
V10-

Bangladesh (WEAB) with
support of the American Bar
Association (ABA) Rule of Law
Initanve at the Lake Shore
Hotel at Gulshan in the city.

Funded by US State
Department Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights
and Labour, the purpose of the
roundtable was to advise the
future 1mplementation of a
community-based domestic
violence reduction
programme.

Awami League lawmaker
Saber Hossain Chowdhury
sald one of the major draw-
backs of current legislature is
that 1t does not address the
Issue of prevention and pro-
tection of the victims of abuse
Provisions should be included
toaddress these issues.

He emphasised the need
for strengthening the local
government (o promote com-
munity level actions,

Heather Variava, deputy

chief of the .US ‘Embassy,

; 4 1 - .
Political and Economic

Section, said lack of respect for
women's rights 1s the main
cause. However, women also
need to learn that options are
available for them,

Dr Shirin Sharmin, a mem-
ber of parliament, said major-
ity of women facing domestic
violence cannot take any
measures as they do not have
economic solvency. She said
security of the abused person
after they have taken action is
also a major concern. So they
suffersilently.

Shirin Akter, founding
president of Karmojibi Nan,
Nasreen Awal, founding mem-
ber of WEAB, Christopher
Hardaway, Country Director
of ABA Rule of Law Initiative,
Z1 Khan Panna, chairman of
Human Rights Monitoring
Cell, Bangladesh Bar Council,
former IGP Ashraful Huda,
activist Munira Khan,
Barrister Cynthia Farid and
Advocate, Dilruba Sharmii
also spoke.
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New Location Notice

EIFC

International
Finance
Corporation

e L e S

The SouthAsia Enterprise Development Facility (SEDF),
managed by IFC, in partnership with DFID and NORAD

Is now located at:

United House, 10 Gulshan Avenue
Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh

Tel: + 88 (02) 8833752-67 Fax: + 88 (02) 9894744

www.sedf.org

SEDF supports the growth of small and medium enterprises through
Increased access to finance, an improved business environment
and strengthened value chains.
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h, Listen, Participate

Listen to BBC Bangla on Sunday: Shortwave 19 and 25 metrebands. 15450 and
11795 KH 2 I‘l'\pt‘t'li\l‘l_\ and EAT OO in Dhaka

On Monday-Tuesday (repeat): Shortwave 31, 25 and 22 metrebands. D695, 11V9S ol
L3790 KH2 vespectively and FA 10O in Dhaka

Lo participate in Sanglaps:

Call or SVIS: 01819 407030 (from Ham-Spm)

Fomail: bengali@e hbhe,co.uk

Write to: BBC Bangla, Post Box-2060. Dhalor- 1000
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