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NADIA SARWAT

Bangla Academy observed the 110th
birth anniversary of our National
Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam at the semi
nar hall of the academy on May 28.
The event included a discussion,
recitation and musical programme
featuring eminent Nazrul Sangeet
artistes.

Director General of Bangla
Academy, Shamsuzzaman Khan
welcomed the audience saying, "A
poet of remarkable talent, Nazrul
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ing from the part of the society
which can be termed as the bottom
of the bottom, Nazrul created a
discourse for the subaltern (a term
used by Gramsci, referring to peo-
ple living on the fringes of society).
Noticeably enough, the protesting
voices are of women. Through
characters like Chandara, Mejo Bou
or Bindi, Nazrul addressed social
oppression and injustice,”
Commenting on Professor
Ghosh's paper, eminent Nazrul
researcher Dr. Karunamaya
Goswami noted that the reason
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“Slumdog Millionaire” direc-
tor Danny Boyle has come to
the rescue of child actors
Mohammed Azharuddin
Ismail and Rubina Ali after
they were left homeless fol-
lowing a slum clearing drive by
Mumbai authorities.

Boyle has bought a pew
home for Ismail, who played
young Salim in the Oscar
winning film, and is planning
to do the same for Rubina.

After the huge success of

contributed greut!yf to the cu.l!uml hEhthd: Nazolle o o e "Slumdog Millionaire,” the film
movement of this subcontinent. : -y bo b blished the Jaj
Through his works, which drew write for the oppressed is his pro- ¥ i L

found socio-political conscious- Ho Trust last year (2008) to help

inspiration from diverse aultural;

heritages, in particular the inclu-3

sion of Muslim values and :-;t:nli-."
ments which were otherwise miss- ;

ing in the movement known as the
‘Bengali Renaissance,’ Nazrul
enriched our literature and music.”
The DG also regretted the fact that
being a national institute, Bangla
Acdemy observed Nazrul's birth

(From left) Shamsuzzaman Khan, Professor Rajib Humayun, Professor Mustafa Nurul Islam, Dr. Karunamaya
Goswami and Professor Bishwajit Ghosh at the discussion.

He declared that
Bangla Academy

the actual date.
from now on,

programme on May 25.
Professor Bishwajit Ghosh pre-

discussion. The paper focused on
the representation of the marginal-

ness. Professor Rajib Humayun was
the other discussant at the event
presided over by Professor Mustafa
Nurul Islam. "Remembering Nazrul
shouldn't just be a formality, it's
required to identify him as 'our own'
poet, to conform to our cultural
identity," said Professor Islam in his
speech.

fund their education. However,
the kids' recent plight com-
pelled Boyle and producer
Christian Colson to fly to
Mumbai this week to see how
they could help the young stars.

Atameetingin the city's JW
Marriott hotel, Boyle
announced he's purchased a
new home for Ismail and is

Danny Boyle buys new
home for Slumdog actor

Director Danny Boyle poses
with child actors Rubina Ali
(right) and Azharuddin
Mohammed Ismail.

A spokesman for the Jai Ho
Trust describes Ismail's new
apartment as "comfortable, ina
good neighbourhood (and) ™=

anniversary three days later than would hold the celebration sented the keynote paper at the ised in Nazrul's literature: "Emerg- Following the discussion, emi- planning to do the same to put hear i schook,  with the prop:
nent cultural personality Syed a roof over Ali's head. "The €Ity costing "upwards of two
Hasan Imam recited from the poem homes are a concern. That is Pllionrupees” (US$42,000).
Sh;;hnhara. £ ome of the reasons why we =w+sssssrssssmsmsismnsmmacsssnsunrassnsses
e musical programme built the trust,” Boyle said. Qb
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started with a famous ghazal of
Nazrul, "Bhuli kemoney," pre-
sented by noted artiste Sadya
Afreen Mallick. Yakub Ali Khan's
rendition of the song "Ajo
madhuro ba(n)shari bajey" fol-
lowed. Lina Taposhi Khan per-
formed "Bajey manjulo manjuri.”
Khairul Anam Shakil and Shaheen

» Samad were the other.performers
gt thes guent.

Maniruzzaman on flute, Iftekher
Hossain on keyboard, Gautam
Sarker on tabla, Mohammad
Nuruzzaman on violin and Feroz
Khan on sitar accompanied the

Mohammad -

US albums

Eminem’'s new record "Re-
lapse” has sold more copies in
its first week of release than
any other album released in
the US thisyear.

Nielsen SoundScan, the
firm that tracks music sales,
said his first album in
nearly five years sold
608,000 copies.

Eminem out-sells other

Day's "21st Century Break-
down,” which topped the
charts last week, after sell-
ing 215,000 copies n three,
days. 36 4

Eminem is currently num-
ber one in the UK and US
album charts.
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