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Science Olympiad
in December

opt for other disciplines while

STAFF COMPOW_—- pursuing higher educatin?f
of Kaykobad said in these
Bangladesh M{:d;gi to Olympiads the capability of
Sciences Olympiad the students in e-_xplmning
launch 'Science in order to  everyday events using sclen-
across the coulltﬂmom inter- tifictheories will be tested.
make the students tion. The problems to be set in
ested inscience will be held the Olympiad will be consis-
The QIymp and national tent with the course and will
at divisional ups - junior demand ability to apply scien.
levels in twO ”w.wm and tific knowledge in solving
group (from up (class IX-X), pmblems.. ' |
secondary g;ounhammﬂd The mission of Science
said Pro coordinator of Olympiad is to develop skilled

K“““‘""h'mi.d 2009-2010,

Science 0 conference at technology and recognise

both students and teachers
who achieve excellence in
scientificeducation.
President of Bangladesh
Academy of Sciences Prof M
Shamsher Ali said no initiative

: divisional level, the
Obﬂhfpl‘h;:i will be held on the
9 Fri

Friday of December
. while National

eyery YO dwillbeheld has yet been taken to find out
S?m“méaa‘:ﬁulanuary ta]ezfed students with an
£t %g year, he said. affinity for science. This is the
dﬁl;: said they are expecting firstofits kind, he added.

the Science Olympiad to make Secretary to Bangladesh
\nior students more inter- Academy of Sciences Prof
lcst!.'d to get them admitted Naiyyum Choudhury and

noted academic and writer
Muhammad Zafar Igbal also
spoke.

into science streams whereas

in secondary level it will dis-
courage science students to

manpower in science and
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PHOTO STAR

B_angladesh Paribesh Andolan (Bapa) stages a demonstration in front of the National Museum in the
City yesterday protesting filling up of Banani-Mohakhali lake. It also demanded that all illegal estab-

lishments there be demolished.

Children's
festival held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A girl draws a picture atan art competition at the fine art faculty of |
Dhaka University in the city yesterday. Bangladesh Cancer |

Society and Cancer Hospital and Welfare Home jointly organised
the eventto mark the World No Tobacco Day. PHOTO STAR
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Dano Kidz Camp, a festival for
children, was held in the city
yesterday.

RESSKETCT, a creative con-
sulting firm in association
with Maker Communication
organised the camp at St
Joseph Higher Secondary
School.

Sponsored by Arla Foods
and ABC Radio, such camp
was organised for the firsttime
to familiarise children with the
traditional form of entertain-
ment.

The daylong programme
including drawing pictures,
kite flying, puppet show and
monkey dance which was
enjoyed by some 800 children.

RESSKETCT Executive
Head Igbal Hossain told The
Daily Star that they have plan
to arrange such programme
onceinamonthinthe cityand
later it will be expanded to
divisional cities.

“Children were very excited
for being able to fly Kkites,
release balloons and had their
portrayed sketched by the
professional artists.

Most ofthe children partic-
ipated in the programme are
from the capital. Children
from Savar and Chittagong

~ alsotookpartinit.

Auditing taxpayers’
files starts after
couple of years

UNB, Dhaka

The National Board of Revenue
(NBR) has started auditing the
taxpayers' files after a lapse of a
couple of years.

The government in the
budget for fiscal 2006-07
curtailed the discretionary
powers of the Deputy
Commissioners of Tax (DCTS)
to ask anything about the file
of an individual taxpayer as
the universal self-assessment
system was adopted.

Under the system, there
was a provision for auditing
tax files, but the DCTSs had to
take prior permission from the
NBR in this regard after sub-
mitting proper documents.

As the process was found
complicated, the DCTs
showed their reluctance to
submit documents in favour
ofaudit.

"But the DCTs found out
that many individual taxpay-
ers were evading taxes under
the self-assessment system
and that's why they've started
applying to the NBR to audit

individual tax files,” an NBR

olficial told UNB.
He said some DCTs identi-
fied that a good number of

individual taxpayers are evad-
ing taxes taking advantage of
the universal self-assessment
system.

"They've identified many
people who had long been
paying reasonable amount of
tax regularly suddenly started
paying less amount of tax."

When these incidents were
brought to the notice of NBR
higher authorities, the DCTs
were given permission to
audit the dubious taxfiles.

Currently, there are around
8 lakh people paying taxes
although the number of tax-
payers' identification numbers
(TINSs) is more than 24 lakh.

"NBR now wants to
increase the income tax base
as well as boost the revenue
collection from the existing
taxpayers. To generate more
revenues from the existing
taxpayers, the NBR has no
option other than conducting
audit in the income tax files,"
hesaid.

Finance Minister AMA

Muhith recently -hinted-that 4

the revenue target for fiscal
2009-10 would notbe less than
Tk 60,000 crore.
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PHOTO STAR

Children participate in a festival at the Dano Kidz Camp at St Joseph Higher Secondary School in the

city yesterday.
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Women should unite to

ensure equal rights
Says Prof Bina Agarwal

DU CORRESPONDENT

Noted Indian economist Prof
Bina Agarwal has said collec-
tive action is necessary to
remove the gender inequality
and ensure equal rights and
status of women in society.

She said women in
Southeast Asian countries
should be united to eliminate
discrimination against them
and realise their equal rights
in their families, working
places, societies and states.

Bina made the remarks
while delivering a lecture on
'‘Gender inequality: Neglected
dimensions, hidden facts and
new alliances’ at Nabab
Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate
Bhaban at Dhaka University
onWednesday.

Department of Women and
Gender Studies organised the

Devotees,
police clash

at Keraniganj
20 injured

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 20 people, including
three policemen, were injured
in a clash between police and
devotees at South Keranigan|
on the outskirts of the capital
over recovering grabbed land
ofamosque.

Witnesses said over 500
Muslim devotees from four to
five nearby mosques went to
Kaligan) Bazar Baro Masjid
area after Juma prayers to
recover a piece of its land
grabbed by a group of people
for constructing a market.

As devotees tried to break
down some shops near the
grabbed land, police pre-
vented them from doing it and
the clashensued.

“We resorted to baton
charge when the devotees
vandalised seven to eight

shops near the mosque. Atone |

stage, devotees hurled stones
at police, leaving three police-
men injured,” said Nirutpal
Dey, officer-in-charge of
Dakkhin Keraniganj police
station.

“The mosque is around 50
years old. Grabbers have been
trying to grab the land of the
mosque over the years. Some
locals managed to grab it by
erecting a wall with the help of

mosque caretaker Harun-ur |

Rashid on May 22 this year,”
said Mukter Hossain, a devo-
tee who resides beside the
mosque.
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event which was moderated
by Lecturer Tania Haque.

Prof Bina in her one-hour
lecture with a slide presenta-
tion showed the audience
various discrimination
against women which are
going on in the south-east
countrigs, particularly India,
Sri Lanka, Nepal and
Bangladesh.

She also discussed various
social and economic issues

and state of women in these
countries. She made a compar-
ative analysis regarding gender
inequality among under-
developing countries in south-
east region and developed
countries in the west.

In her presentation, Prof
Bina drew attention on how
property-less women in the
south-east Asian countries
face violence in their families,
societies and workplaces.
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Coming out tomorrow - Star Campus

Linking Young Minds Together

The Daily Star offers campus based
weekly magazine 'Star Campus' - the
ultimate magazine for the young

generation - a common platform for
the college and university students
and academicians - to share their ideas,
thoughts, dreams, opinions and views,
- Star Campus is an endeavour to bring
into the center stage the visionary
aspects of our college and university
students, alongside their lifestyle, cultural
trends and their multidimensional talents.
Star Campus is a magazine broadly based
on campus life! It contalns articles,
academic news, achievements,
travelogues, interviews, book reviews,
quiz, milestones, academic tips, profiles
of educational institutes, cultural and
extra-curricular activities in campus,
jokes, cartoons, photographs and much
more, This is a magazine Of the Students,
By the Students and For the Students.
Star Campus helps link young minds

together.




