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TRAILS OF DESTRUCTION BY CYCLONE AILA

PHOTO: STAR/BANGLAR CHOKH

CLOCKWISE: Marooned people at Nandakanai in Patuakhali town use rafts for transport, a road devastated by cyclone Aila in the same area, awoman and her child wait
forrelief beside their mangled house in Patharghata upazila under Barguna, victims wait in queues for food at Napitkhali village in Shyamnagar upazila of Satkhira.
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Rivals Jlﬁbgf:lziﬁ'gun ght_

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushria

At least 15 people were injured, three with bullet in a gun-
fight yesterday between two groups at Chandgram village in
Bheramara upazila. According to police, Inu and Kota, two
influential persons had long-standing rivalry over establish-
Ing supremacy in the area. Yesterday morning, one Enamul
belonging to Inu group beat up Raisul of Kota group sparking

& gunfight. Qfthe injured, Hasu, 25, Ratna, 22, and. Siddigq,
30, were admitted to Kushtia General Hospital with bullet
wounds

9 getlife for murder

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A Faridpur court yesterday sentenced nine people to life
imprisonment in a murder case. They were also fined
Tk10,000 each, in default, to suffer one year more in jail.
According to the prosecution, Salil Mojumder of
Charvodrason upazila went missing when he was sleepingin
a trawler on July 18 2004 at Gopalpur. Later, police recovered
Salil's decomposed body from Sadullahpur Charon August 1.
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Houses at Chhotokhata village in Dimla upazila of Nilphamari
submerged following rise of Teesta water level.

Marooned by Teesta water

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Ieesta water level suddenly started swelling from Tuesday
night. The river is now flowing 40 cm above the danger mark
at Teesta barrage point in Dalia making around 10, 000 peo-
ple marooned. The swelling followed opening of all the
gates of Gajol Doba barrage in India in the upstream for
releasing additional water due to excessive rainfall and hill
water. The strong current from the upstream have partially
damaged the flood dyke of Teesta barrage at Dowani. The
flood-hit villages are Purba Chhatnai , Paschim Chhatnai,
Tepa Khoribari, Goyabari, Khalisha Chapani, Jhunagachha
Chapani in Dalia upazila and Dewabari, Golmunda and
Shoalbari in Jaldhaka upazila. Most houses on two sides of
theriver have gone under2 to 3 feet water. Many people have
taken shelter on the embankment and passing their days
underopen sky.

Tourist killed at Kuakata

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A tourist was killed at Kuakata on Tuesday night in Tulatali
area on Patuakhali-Kuakata road. Police said, Humayun
Kabir, 30, son of Abdus Samad of Sontoshpur village under
Mirzaganj upazila went to Kuakata by a motor bike. When
he reached Tulatali near Kuakata, a gang of criminals
attacked him. Hearing hue and cry, locals rushed to the spot
and rescued him in a critical condition. They took him to the
nearby health centre where the on-duty doctor declared him
dead. Police seized a Bajajmotorcycle from the spot.

Robbers kill one

A CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

A gang of robbers yesterday shot dead one Amirul
Islam,35, and looted cash and valuables from his house at
village Nakibpur in Monohorganj upazila. Police and
locals said about 12 to 15 armed robbers attacked the
house at about 4.30 am. They shot at Amirul as he identi-
fied one of the gang men. Critically injured Amirul died in
nearby health complex.

Three to vie for

Sunamganj-4

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

As two more candidates
withdrew their candidature
yesterday, the last date for

rwrthdrawal ‘ofY nommation,

only three are now in'the race
for Sunamganj by-polls.

Election Commissioner
Sohul Hossain will attend a
meeting at Sunamganj dep-
uty commissioner's office
today to discuss the prepara-
tions for June 15 by-polls,
officials said.

As the grand alliance
partners decided to put the
AL manin the Sunamganj--4

By-election, former JP
lawmaker and acting chief of
the district committee Abdul
Majid withdrew his nomina-
tion yesterday. Besides,
former lawmaker Dewan
Shamsul Abedin also with-
drew his candidature the
same day.

Voters observe that the by-
election is likely to witness a
major contest only between
the AL and BNP candidates.

Central JP leaders like
Civil Aviation and Tourism
Minister GM Quader and
Kazi Zafar Ahmed joined the
campaign for their candidate

Police warned
of arbitrary

arrests
STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Abdul Majid last week. They Rajshahi district

were almost confident of
getting the grand alliance
signal since JP's Momtaj
Igbal won the JS seat in
December 29 polls.” But
things got to a major change
after JP Secretary General
Ruhul Amin Hawlader met
the AL chief and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the
capital on Tuesday.

AL leaders and activists
have strengthened campaign
for district AL president
Matiur Rahman. Although
there exits a long-standing
rivalry, the leaders from both
factions last week joined

Superintendent of Police (SP)
ASM Masum Rabbani yester-
day warned of stern action
against responsible police
officials in case of arbitrary
arrests and abuse of Section
54, particularly. while dealing
with people suspected as
members of JIMB and PBCP.

The new SP came up with
the warning at a view
exchange meeting with jour-
nalists who alleged ‘'arrest
business’ by police through
abuse of power to arrest any-
one without a warrant under
Section 54.

There are allegations of
frequent power abuse by
police as arbitrary arrests
under Section 54 are quite
common, local journalists and

campaign for Matiur. correspondents of different
Acting General Secretary | national print and electronic
of the district AL Nurul Huda | media said at the meeting at

an auditorium in Rajshahi
Police Lines.

In most cases, the arrestees
under Section 54 are released
through bail from courts as the
police fail to prove anything
against them, they said.

Responding to the journal-
ists’ speech, the district police
chief said, “I am asking all offi-
cers, from now forth, not to arrest
anyone without a warrant. The
concerned officers must justify
arrests under Section 54 and any
incident of harassment will be

takenseriously.”

Mukut and former general
secretary Ayub Bakht Zaglu
along with some other dis-
trict leaders met the party
chief and prime minister on
Thursday last to inform
about their campaign in
favour of the party candidate.
The seat comprising
Sunamganj sadar and
Biswambharpur upazilas fell
vacant following the death of
MomtajlgbalonApril 17.
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Hizb-ut expanding

secret network in
Kushtia, Meherpur

AMANUR AMAN, Back to Kushtia from Meherpur

Islamist outfit Hizb-ut Towhid is expanding its
secret network in the south-western districts of
Kushtia and Meherpur evading the eyes of law
enforcers.

Locals and sources in the police said one
Anisur Rahman allas Chhana has taken up its
leadership and working to revamp organisa-
tional structure along with anumber of aides.

The members of the outfit, however, claim
that their ‘organisation’ is not a militant one
and they are working to 'establish Islamic rule
in the country’ throwing away all man-made
laws 'foiling all conspiracies’ to thwart their
mission.

Sources said a good number of activists
who went into hiding after the arrest of 31
activists including the outfit's so-called
regional chief Mahbubur Rahman on April 17
in Kushtia have returned to their respective
strongholds.

According to sources close to the outfit,
Anisur Rahman Chhana, son of late
Shamsuddin of Harekrishnapur in Sadar
upazila of Kushtia took over as the regional
chieffollowing arrest of Mahbubur Rahman.

Earlier Chhana was the third man in the
organisation’s hierarchy and used to evaluate
and report of the activities of the party in dif-
ferent areas.

In Kushtia, the militants are active in
several areas including Kushtia housing,
Mollahteghoria, Jugia, Barkhada, Talbaria
and Barkhada, while in Meherpur while they
have dens at Debipur, Chatian, Baout,

Harbhanga, Karamdi and Katdah in Gangni
upazila.

Witnesses said hardcore activists are visiting
the remote villages frequently with a mission to
allure youths aged between 15 and 25 10 the
party. llliterate and unemployed youths are
their main target, they said.

This correspondent recently visited differ-
éntareas in Gangni upazila in Meherpur. Locals
disclosed names of some top activists includ-
ing Ramzan Ali of Chatian village, Basiruddin of
Baout and Amirul of Debipur village. One
Saharul Islam is chief of the organisation in
Gangniupazila, they said.

On April 13, 2007, 14 Hizb-ut men including
Saharul were arrested in separate raids by
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) and police in the
villages in Meherpur. Police recovered firearms,
bomb-making materials, jihadi books and
leaflets from their possession.

Police filed cases against them under the
Arms and Explosive Act on April 20 but all were
released from jail.

On April 17 this year, police arrested 31
Hizb-ut men when 'regional chief' Mahbubur
Rahman was holding a secret meeting at its
Kushtia office 'Pather Disha’ at Barabazar in the
town.

Around two kilogram white powder, use of
which is yet to be known, about 100 books and
differentleaflets were seized.

All the books were written by Bayezid
Khan Panni of Tangail district while the leaf-
lets urged people to unite to establish “real
Islam” under the leadership of their 'Imam’
(Panni).

From tailor to
militant leader

Another
Shibir
man held

RU CORRESPONDEN1

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Before joining Hizb-ut Towhid
about 12 years ago, Chhana
was a tailor at Barkhada Bazar
in Kushtia.

Hailing from village
Harekrishnapur in Sadar

| upazila, all his family mem-

bers are involved with Hizb-ut
Towhid activities.

When Chhana became a
trained militant, he led several
clashes in the area and was
arrested several times but
‘mysteriously’ freed.

Police said Chhana's
mother-in-law Rabeya
Khatun, 43, was killed during a
clash between the Hizb-ut
men and mardasa students at
Jugia on the outskirts of
Kushtia town on September
13, 2003.

According to police record,
the clash ensued when a group

of madrasa students led by
some local -elderly people
went to Rabeya's house and
urged them to stop the outfit's
secrel meetings there.

Enraged Hizb-ut men, led
by Chhana, attacked the stu-
dents leaving at least 25 peo-
pleinjured.

Police arrested Chhana but |

he was.'mysteriously’ released
from jail to return to militant
activities.

Earlier on September 9,
2003, 45 people were injured
when Hizbut men led by
Chhana locked in a clash with
locals at Poradah Bazar in
Mirpurupazila in Kushtia.

Police arrested 43 Hizbut
activists including Chhana.
Thirteen including Chhana
were produced in court and
sent to jail. But they all came
out of jail and police say they
do not know how they were
freed.
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Police continued their drive in
Rajshahi yesterday and
arrested one more activist of
Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS).

The Shibir activist, Saidur
Rahman alias Saidur, was
arrested during raids on
Shibir-controlled student
messes near Rajshahi
University campus,

Saidur, astudengef RU, was-

arrested In connection witn
two cases filed by police with
Motiher Police Station follow-
ing Saturday's violence in
Binodpur area near the cam-
pus.

In the cases, the law enforc-
ers accused 84 Shibir men of
attacking police camp,
exploding bombs and hurling
stones and bricks at them
(police) during the violence.

Of the accused, police have
so far arrested 32, raiding
student messes near RU cam-
pus and Shibir strongholds in
the city.
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