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before UN committee

DIPLOMATIC
"CORRESPONDENT

‘The UN Committee on ﬂ"lt‘
‘Rights of the Child began its
. meeting at the Palais Wilson in

“Geneva to review the promo-

tion and protection of chil-
dren's rights in France,
Mauritania,
Bangladesh, Niger and
'Romania under the provisions
‘of the Convention on the

" _Rightsofthe Child.
The meeting, which began

Sweden,

.on Monday, will contihue till
‘June 12, according to a mes-
.sage received here from UN

office in Geneva yesterday.

The committee will also
review the efforts of Slovenia
and Oman with regard to their
implementation of the two
optional protocols to the
convention -- on sale of chil-
dren, child prostitution and
child pornography, and on
involvement of children in
armed conflict.

The committee was formed
in 1991 to monitor the imple-
mentation of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

At the committee's fifty-
first session, Mauritania and
Niger will present their second

reports, France, Bangladesh
and Romania will present
their combined third and
fourth periodic reports and
Sweden will present its fourth
periodic report on measures
taken to implement the
Convention on the Rights of
the Child nationally.
Delegations from the Slovenia
and Oman will also be pre-
senting their initial reports
under the convention's two
optional protocols.

During the session, in
addition to consideration of
country reports, the commit-
tee will continue its discussion
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'PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF CHILDREN'S RIGHTS

Bangladesh to submit reports

of ways and areas in which
existing cooperation with
various relevant bodies could
be further strengthened to
enhance the promotion and
protection of the rights of the
child.

The committee will also
pursue its discussion con-
cerning its future work as well
as to discuss its treaty-specific
reporting guidelines. It will
also pursue the elaboration of
a general comment further
clarifying the concept of child
participation as contained in
the convention.

B

DHAKA WEDNESDAY MAY 27, 2009

/%

PHOTO. STAR

Rupali, a 12-year-old domestic help in Chapainawabganj, writes her pledges on a banner yesterday as
part of the ‘Bodle Jao, Bodle Dao' (Change yourself, change others) campaign of the daily Prothom Alo.

PHOTO: STAR

Staffs of Bangladesh Betar and traffic policemen bring out a motorcycle rally from Shahbagh Betar
Transmission Centre in the city yesterday marking the 4th anniversary of FM 97.6 of the state-owned
radio station's traffic transmission programme.

UN body's session
on Lanka begins

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

The UN Human Rights
Council yesterday began a
special session in Geneva to
address the human rights
situation in Sri Lanka.

The special session is being
convened following the request
by Germany on behalf of the
following members of the
council -- Argentina, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Canada,
Chile, France, Germany, Italy,
Mexico, Mauritius, the
Netherlands, the Republic of
Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Switzerland, Ukraine, the

' United Kingdom and Uruguay.

"It is hoped that the holding

of this special session will con-
tribute towards the cause of
peace”, stated Human Rights
Council President Martin
[hoeghian Uhomoibhi, accord-
ing to a message received here
yesterday.

"The council cannot be
silent when innocent civil-
ians are caught up in armed
conflicts. The international
community must strive to
deliver justice to victims of
human rights violations
wherever they occur and
ensure that those found guilty
of such crimes are held
accountable for their
actions,” he added.

This is the eleventh special
session of the council.

CYCLONE AILA

Concern over loss
of lives, resources

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Different political parties yes-
terday expressed deep concern
over the huge loss of lives and
resources in the Cyclone Aila
that hit the country's south-
western coaston Monday.

In separate statements, the
parties urged the government to
start relief activities immedi-
atelyin the affected areas as well
as ensure treatments of those
areinjured duetothe storm.

They also prayed for salva-
tion of the departed soul and
conveyed sympathy to the
bereaved family members.

Workers Party President
Rashed Khan Menon MP and
General Secretary Bimal Biswas
urged the party leaders and

activists as well as people from
all walks of life to extend their
helping hands to the affected
people. They also called on the
government to take prompt
initiatives to repair the dam-
aged households.

Jatiya Party (JP) Secretary
General Sheikh Shaidul Islam
In a statement urged all the
government, political parties
and the non-government
organisations to stand beside
the affected people.

Communist Party of
Bangladesh President
Manjurul Ahsan Khan and
General Secretary Mujahidul
[slam Selim expressed shock
at the death of people in the
cyclone and conveyed sympa-
thy to the affected people.

Lawmakers' team to visit Tipaimukh

FROM PAGE 16 _
He said the team will see as to

how Bangladesh could derive
‘benefit from the Tipaimukh
‘dam on the Borak River.

. "If Tipaimukh dam is not
_beneficial for Bangladesh,
-then it will not be put in place.
«Bangladesh will not give its
clearance for the project,’
Faruksaid.

The Federation af;
Bangladesh Chambers 'of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) and Saarc Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(Saarc CCI) jointly organised
the seminar titled ‘Regional
Connectivity: Potential for
Infrastructure Development
and Energyin South Asia.’

Saarc Chamber President
Tariq Sayeed, FBCCI President
Annisul Huq and Vice-
President of Saarc CCI Mir
Nasir Hossain also addressed
the business meet.

Addressing the seminar,
the commerce minister said
the South Asian region is rich
in terms of water and energy

resources. But, for a lack of
equal distribution, this poten-
tial still remained untapped.

He viewed that this is the
proper time to utilise the
opportunity and potential as
all the countries in the region
have got democratic govern-
ments.

Emphasising regional
connectivity, the minister said
Bangladesh >is' lvary' muich
interested to establish a
regional road and railway
network.

He also suggested building
a trans-border gas network
from Iran to Myanmar, con-
necting Pakistan, India,
Bangladesh and other coun-
triesin the vastregion.

Referring to the huge hydro
potential, Faruk said there
could be thousands of mega-
watts of power generation
from this hydro resource.

The commerce minister
offered the country’'s Mongla
seaport to turn into a regional
port to be used by China,
Bhutan and Nepal as well.

Mir Nasir Hossain said
freedom of movement should
be allowed for more people
for contacts across the bor-
ders and the visa regime in
South Asia needs to be more
open.

He proposed issuance of
five-year multiple visa without
police reporting and city restric-
tion for at least 500 business-
men and fncrease in Saarc visa
exemption stickers from 100 to
300 foreach country:.

FBCCI President urged an
increase in the regional trade
and infrastructure under
Saarcumbrella. .

He noted that the Saarc
region is yet to achieve the
goal of establishing a regional
free-trade area like NAFTA or
ASEAN.

He observed that still the
intra-Saarc trade within the
regional countries is only 5
percent while itis in NAFTA 52
percent, in the European
Union 52 percent and in
ASEAN 24.5 percent.

WB ofters help for hydroelectricity

FROM PAGE 16

democracy was not allowed to
be practiced uninterrupted in
the past.

"After a long time, the
patriotic people of Bangladesh
have got democracy through
the free and fair election on
December 29. And the govern-
ment has already been able to
establish an environment of
confidence among the people.
Now, the nation is advancing
towards its cherished prosper-
ity,” the premiersaid.

She reaffirmed her govern-
ment's strong commitment to
ensure maximum welfare of the
mass people. "People’s welfare
is the government’s topmost
priomnty.

; As the PM laid emphasis on
'the development partners'
r Cooperation in development of
. Energy, power, infrastructure
« sectors, including road trans-

« port, railway and waterway in
* the country, Pulok assured her of

« providing necessaryassistance.
mment works on the

L

Padma Bridge were also dis-
cussed.

Pulok said Bangladesh could
take WB assistance for generat-
ing hydroelectricity and explo-
ration of gas.

The PM said though the
country's power sector had not
seen any development in the
last seven years, the present
government has already been
able to improve the situation
through planned activities.

She said the present govern-
ment is working hard to create a
social safety net through eradi-
cating poverty and providing
quality health services to people
of everywalk of life.

Hasina apprised the WB
executive director that the
previous Awami League gov-
ermmment had a project to set u
18,000 community healtﬂ
clinics across the country.

But the next BNP-Jamaat
government had stopped the
project though several thousand
of the total community health
clinicswere set up, she said.

"The presemt government
will set up the health clinics
which will be greatly effective to
reach quality health facilities to
the grassroots people of the
country.”

The premier and the WB
executive director also dis-
cussed the impacts of global
warming and the way out of the
hazards of climate change.

Hasina said the present
government is fully conscious
about the hazardous impacts of
the climate change.

“We have planned capital
and maintenance dredging of
the rivers, which will be very
helpful in preserving water and
reclaimingagriculturallands.”

The PM furtherlaid emphasis
on regional cooperation in trade
and business for economic
emancipation of the people.

Dr Mashiur Rahman, eco-
nomic affairs adviser to the PM,
PM's Office Secretary Mollah
Waheeduzzaman and former
ambassador Ziauddin were
present.

‘BNP's 'media’ plots under JS scanner
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. Asha and Packaging (five
- katha), Shah Alam, mangagjng
- director of M/S Shemtex Ltd
(6.23 katha), Jahid Traders
(four katha), Tipu Alam, direc-
 tor, Baishakhi Media Ltd/daily
- Purbabhash (215 katha), KM
. Shahid Ullah, editor and
, publisher of daily Pathajatra
- (one bigha), Mohammad Atiq
- Ullah, managing director,
~Rupali Sweater (Pvt) Ltd (36,7
katha, and an additional 1.37
katha), former lawmaker Hafiz
Ibrahim, publisher, daily
Khabar Patra (0.75 bigha), M
. Shahjad Ali, director,
' Bangladesh Telecom Ltd (0.79
; bigha), Mashfiqul Haque,
;managing director, Royal
 Filling Station (11.6 katha),
Azam ] Chowdhury, managing
‘director, Greenways
Industries (BD) Lid (9.75
katha), Md Giyasuddin Al
. ."iflamun, managing director,
-Channel 1 (17.5 katha),
. Fasrobe Garments (10 katha),
«Abdul Haque, chairman,

Bangla Vision/Shyamol
Bangla Media (17.5 katha),
Shaju Hossain, wife of
Barrister Mainul Hussein also
publisher of Robbar
Publications Ltd of daily Ittefaq
(12 katha, they took possession
of 9.76 katha and want to take
back the money for the rest),
Umme ] Khan, wife of Major
General (retd) ZA Khan, Earn
Dyeing and Sweater Knitting
Ltd of Khan Fashion Chaloman
Group (five katha), Begum
Tahmina Shawkat, wife of Mir
Shawkat, owner, daily Shokaler
Khobor, (12.8 katha), Tanvir
Islam, director of Focus
Fashions [td, (21.04 katha),
AYM Kamal, managing direc-
tor, daily Purbabhash (21.5
katha), Jahir Uddin Mahmud,
director, Impress Telefilm Ltd
(Channel i) (9.5 katha), Hotel
Sugandha (3.65 katha), Md Iub
Hossain, managing director,
Bangladesh Auto Corporation
(14 a), Kazi 1zabul Khalid,
managing partner of Loma

Engineering Ltd (0.75 katha),
Pacific Chemicals Ltd of former
lawmaker Ali Asgar Lobby
(19.44 katha), Md Nabi
Soleman, managing director of
Dhaka Fibres Industries Ltd
(0.97 bigha), M/S City Wears
Ltd (3.69 katha), Sony
Chocolate Industry Ltd (three
katha), Padma Poly Cotton Knit
Fabrics Ltd (10.70 katha),
Tejgaon Re-rolling Company
(7.8 katha), Bangladesh Auto
Service [td, (10 katha), Aziz
and Company Ltd (three katha
and nine chhatak), Standard
Chemical Industries (3.79
katha), Motijheel Ideal School
and College (12 decimal),
Hazaribagh Aziz Tannery Ltd
(14.83 katha), Protibeshi Samaj
Kalyan Parishad of
Shahjahanpur area which was
the constituency of former
housing minister Mirza Abbas
(three katha), Purbanchal
Bahumukhi Shomobay Samity
(1.5acre).
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C'nawabganj
people vow
to change
society

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabganj

People from all walks of life in
Chapainawabgan) yesterday
pledged to change themselves
to bring about a positive
change in the society as part of
the 'Bodle Jao, Bodle Dao’
(Change yourself, change
others) campaign of the daily
Prothom Alo.

To mark the concluding
ceremony of the campaign,
Prothom Alo Bandhusabha
organised a programme on
Shahed Satu Hall premises in
Chapainawabganj town.

Superintendent of Police
Nazrul Hossain, Principal of
Balugram College Saidur Rahman,
Headmaster of Rehaichar Girls'
High School Selina Hafiz, Igbal
Hossain of Transparency
International Bangladesh (TIB),
Sada Moner Manush Ziaul Islam
Zia and Kanai Chandra Das, social
activists Shafiqul Islam and
Naimul Bari, Abu Sayed of Dhaka
Bandhu Sabha and Anwar
Hossain Dilu, local correspondent
of the daily Prothom Alo, spoke on
the occasion.

Urging everyone to keep the
pledges to change the society,
the speakers said the educated
people would have to play a
leadingroleto thisend.

Radio Today gets

nod for 6 stations
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Radio Today, an FM radio
station, yesterday got the
government permission to set
up its six new stations in differ-
entcities across the country.

The radio will install the
centres at Barisal, Khulna,
Sylhet, Bogra, Mymensingh
and Cox's Bazar.

Local govt gets top ADP priority

FROM PAGE 1
and Tk 14,135 crore internal
resource or46.34 percent.

In therevised ADP this year,
dependence on foreign aid
was high, and it has come
down in the next ADP. Foreign
resources totalled 56.47 per-
centintherevised ADP.

The highest allocation in
the next ADP goes to Local
Government- Division-- Tk
6,486 crore or 21 per cént of
the total ADP funds, next
comes Power Division with Tk
3,233 crore or 10.27 percent,
health ministry got Tk 3,063
crore or 10.05 per cent, com-
munications ministry Tk 2,889
crore or 9.47 percent, primary
and mass education ministry
Tk 2,828 crore or 9.27 per cent,
education ministry Tk 947
crore or 3.11 per cent, agricul-
ture ministry Tk 860 crore or
2.82 per cent, and Energy and
Mineral Resources Division
Tk 683 crore or 2.24 per cent.

In the next ADP, allocations
for power and agriculture
sectors increased minimally
over those in the revised ADP
this year. Power Division got 11
percent increase, and agricul-
ture ministry eight per cent.

The Local
Division got 38 per cent higher
allocation, primary and mass

2,726 schools

FROM PAGE 16
Dinajpur. Under Madrasa
Boar

education ministry 33 per cent
and health and communica-
tions ministries 22 percent.

To address regional dispar-
ity, additional allocation has
been made for different pro-
jects in Rajshahi, Khulna and
Barisal divisions. Rajshahi
Division got Tk 1,268 crore,
which is 4.15 percent of the
total ADP allocation , Khulna
got Tk 1,563 crore or 3.18 per
cent and Barisal Tk 1,019 crore
or3.34 percent

For empowerment of
women and bringing about
gender parity, Tk 4,23 crore has
been allocated in the new ADP
. The projects for this include
those for development of
women and children with no
asset, district-wise women
computer training centres,
city-based distressed women
development programme,
rural employment and road
maintenance programme,
nursing institute etc,

In the ICT sector, Tk 544

crore has been allocated in the
new ADP, compared to Tk 294
crore in therevised ADP.

The next ADP has set aside
Tk 660 crore for special devel-
opment sector. However, no

separate allocation has been |

made for 39 ultra-poor areas.

The last caretaker government |
kept Tk 40 crore in the current |

ADP for the purpose.
Of the total ADP allocation
for next FY, 57 per cent is for

|

o

poverty alleviation purposes, |

the planning ministry said in a
report.

The number of projects in
the next ADP is 886. Of this,
851 are carried over to the next

FY from the current FY, and 35 |

projects are new.

Besides, 487 unapproved |

new projects in the list of next
ADP got no allocation.
However, Tk 1841 crore has
been set aside for these pro-
jects, and the amount will be
allocated after the projects get
approval.

Government |

2,327 institutions |

achieved cent percent success |

while it
Ban

Education Board (BTEB).

is 56 under |
gladesh Technical |

However the number of |
Institutions having cent per- |

cent pass rate has declined in

all education boards except |

Sylhet, Madrasa and Technical
Education Board while exams
were held for the first time
under Dinajpur Education
Board this year,

The number of schools
having cent percent pass rate
in seven general education
boards was 484 last year which
has declined to 343 this year
among the eight general edu-
cation boards.

The number of schools and
madrasas having cent per
success was 774 in 2007 and
1429 in 2006, statistics of
Education Board Computer
Centre show.

Besides, the number of
least-performing institutions
in SSC, Dakhil and SSC (Voca-
tional) exams has come down
to 72 from previous year's91.

Seven schools from Dhaka,
three from Rajshahi, two from
Jessore, one from Chittagong,

seven from Barisal, one from |

Sylhet, one from Dinajpur, 23

under the BTEB and 27 under |

Madrasa Board failed to have any
successful candidate thisyear.

In the Comilla Board, the
number of educational institu-

|
4
4

tions having no success is nil for |

the second consecutive year,

The number of least per- |
forming schools and

madrasas was 248 in 2007 and
193in 2006.

The number of expelled |

examinees has also been

falling sharply for the last five
years.

Atotal of 541 students were |
expelled this year, while the

number was 707 last year, 985
in 2007, 1,291 in 2006, 1,746 in
2005,3,381 in 2004, and 13,217
in 2003,
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IBA REUNION 2009
19" June, 2009 (Friday) -

Bangladesh China Friendship Conference Center

Registration Open : 27t May, 2009
Last Date of Registration 15 June, 2009

Please Visit : www.iba-reunion.net

or
Contact:8611819,01911-368313

| THE IBAALUNNI ASSOCIATION
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DrRIvING TO THE FUTURE
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Globe Chamber, 104 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000 Tel. BB 02 9565238 12 Mohakhali C/A Dhaka-1212 Tel. 88 02 B822351
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Buy 4 sets of Dunlop PC tyres, get one 4 litre Castrol GTX, or
buy 2 sets of Dunlop PC tyres, get two 1 litre Castrol GTX free!

882239

8827174, House-1, Road-13/C, Sector-6, Shahjalal Avenue, Uttra. Dhaka- 1230 Tel 88 02 8915165, 8953563, Noor Mansion, 15 Agrahad
C/A, Chittagong Tel 88 031 712213, 713635, 502429, Purba Barandipara, Dhaka Road, Taltala, Jessore. Tel 0421-685583 Zo
Shantahar Road, Charmatha, Bogra Tel: 88 051 73986, ABC Tower, Dhopa Dighirpar, Sylhet Tel:88 0821




