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24,000 soldiers killed in long conflict with LTTE
AFP, PTI, Colombo behalf." Rajapaksa, brother of President Mahinda
£, : | : Sri Lankan Afmy lost HEEI]Y 24,000 Rﬂjﬂpﬂkﬁﬂ wias quuted as 5ﬂy‘ing by the
51’11*‘”2:"“ Ep““i"‘djntﬁmi‘:ﬂf‘;‘ia Ra]lapaksle personnel in its three-decade long con-  state TV. "We made huge sacrifices for this
yesterday brushed ofl calls foran investi-  fljce with the LTTE rebels, including over victory," he said. The total number of
gationinto alleged war crimes committed ¢ 200 in the latest offensi : : _
| | 1 : ensive which began troops killed since 1981 when the offen-

by government troops in their offensive . ... 5506 »nior official sald ve .
againstTamil Tiger rebels. ate , @ Senior ofhicial sald yester-  sjve beganwas 23,790, he added.

"There are some who tried to stop our da}*. Defunc.e RECINSANY G.ntahhaya The United Nations has estimated that
military campaign by threatening to haul Ra.]apfiksa.‘ sajd the Arrr.;y lpeud a hea‘w nearly 100,000 people may have been
us before .war crimes . tribunals,® Pricein militarily vanquishing the LTTE. killed in the near four-decades long ethnic
Rajapakse said in a speech to tens of The final offensive began in August 2006 conflict in Sri Lanka. The Defence !
thousands of supporters outside the with the troops retaking a Tiger seized Secretary, however did not give the casu- s o . AT * e
national parliament. iﬂiga}iﬂn canal. altyof the LTTE cadreskilled in the conflict. 2 gty CMGIEN ; .,. A oK, "T'r,d- - _ -

"“They are still trying to do that, but I "Since then the security force, includ- The Tamil Tigers had late last year o “l P ol L AR ,\?th}:__- e B, o e SR
am notafraid,” the president said. ing the Army, Navy, the Air force, police admitted that they had lost over 22,000 N U ﬂ'&-‘ﬁ‘uq&'ﬂc e Ly SRS, i e ey |

“The strength [ have is your support. I and the civil defence force have lost 6,261  cadres in its fight against the Sri Lankan | Bangladesh Paribesh Andolan or |

| | | ganises a boat-rally yesterday protestin
ar:n evenreadytogotothegallowsonyour soldiers killed and 29,551 wounded," troops. was taken from beneath the second Buriganga Bridgya):ltBabugaZar Storygal::lo;lilu::?;hnd AR i T::T';h:r::
Season change could |4 5% mayer| 3l Dismicr Coubirrrsss ~ : Khoka-Abbas
) seespress | (Grouping for key war of words
@

spread swine flu in S e Fompran

Chittagong City Corporation pOStS blamed for Leaders of Khoka faction and
o e (CCC) Mayor ABM Mohiuddin : Mirza Abbas faction of BNP .
= Chowdhury yesterday made - yesterday embarked on a war L

Sla— aCl IC disgraceful comments about e a e eClSIOn of words in a meeting for
@ journalists and said journal- . finalising the programumes fis
3 ] ism 1s a profession that | RakiB HASNET SUMAN . marking the death anniver-
The virus to hit the poorest harder R i i  sary of the pary founder, Late

DU hands over ical business for making | The BNP failed to announce its district unit convening commit- - PresidentZiaurRahman.

. _ : : . : money. tees last week because of grouping and lobbyin top-level : . A committee, headed by
mart YI Ba_[' kat S ARy Manila/ Geneva de;ﬁﬂgf‘zsr;ﬁsg;e;?m t?euef; Eq;ip p:d o Castigating journalists | leaders for key posts, causing resentment any:ur?gbghe ﬁany g v convener MK Anwar, formed
C tf- t The change of seasons in the Asia-Pacific precautions taken durin S?AIIIES ujd Sn;f:n indiscriminately he said they | districtunitleaders. - for observing Zia's death

cerulicate region could make it easier for swine flu to Ejem ﬂverthelaﬂfewyeafs Hall s ;}E & B go to different organisations A number of grassroots-level leaders requesting anonymity - anniversary discussed related

after 58 ye drIs spread, World Health Organisation (WHO) "The health systems are' a lot stm.nger than and. busines:s‘ﬁrms @d 00K tuld. e 'Daﬂy i T T o \eAneIsAL= oL o o 4 Lt TR 4

officials warned yesterday. before. The investment that went into orenar. | [OF irrégularities and if there | business’ over the posts causing delay in announcement of the the party headquarters in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT "The southern hemisphere is about to enter g for bird flu and SARS are starting to Pefdptfe are any irregularities, they | Committees. b - DAV IOL (e AL s
;i—t_[ XA e influenza season,” officials at the WHO benefits." shesaid. g1yl realise money by threatening Asked whether itis true, BNPsl@dingcumittee memberLt - Anwan?lthechair:

L ‘_\"Eﬂflﬂ' a, o o Western Pacific office Sajd, \Vﬂlning that the However she warned that SARS and bird flu 1o make dEfﬂma[ﬂw [Epﬂnﬁ. Gen [rEtd} Mahbubur Rahman said such accusations may oot oty meeungj AhCHS
death, Dhaka University (DU) | . factors that contribute toward the spread of were different from influenza AGHINT) as bird | They séll thelr principles and be baseless' and further delay in announcing the committees : Salam, former general secre-
authorities yesterday handed . , . ; ; o . i o " ; might giverise to susIchmn among party men. .+ tary of the party’s Dhaka city -
over the graduation certificate Eﬁr;imrf:dsjfa;?};lfz 11;'1 {Iuenza will also enable  fluwasless lﬂ'“fl}' to infect humans while SARS ZSSIIETTT;I{?U‘E febce:re e;;-n di "The committees should be announced soon to prevent - Unit committee, proposed |
and mark sheets of language TEE sl révaiénce B P g was spread mainly by people who were already Hg ey r[lhe, €adced. | erouping, lobbyingand nepotism,” he said. - that the programme be co-
martyr Abul Barkat to his Saie 3 TREH AN showing symptoms. _ e PO CO1S Mahbubur pointed out the illness of 's Secretary . ordinated by Dhaka City

also make it harder to detect swine flu, said the I while add the chief PAFY 2 Y >
family member. BT e 10, n contrast, A(HIN1) can be spread by peo- re addressing as the Chi€l | General Khandaker Delwar Hossain as a major reason for the - Mayor Sadeque Hossain

DU Vice-chancellor AAMS | °fci sinabrie gattheWHO regional office  ple who donot appear to bemfected,sh_e said. guest at the inaugural cere- delay. The committees will be announced after the secretary : Khoka and pro-BNP city ward
Arefin Siddique handed them | '™ Tﬁg}“l}gf}ﬂ?ﬁ- 5 _ _ Sht':! also C§Utlﬂﬂﬂd that the new virus was ek of a meE‘QaYiIEPmP general signs the necessary papers. - councillors.
over to Barkat's cousin M Taha : LCUQUS SCaSES EXPCIi {UhE Hall infecting mainly young people, the largest | fair at the Institution of He, however, said the party has already finalised some : Protesting the proposal,
attheVC's office. ‘\fﬂmf-‘d that vaccines against seasonal influenza demographicin some Asian countries. Engineers Bangladesh (IEB) | instructionsforthe new committees. - former lawmaker Salahuddin
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o ccause ot Shattered, bewildered they CID Loses WaY N CPB BLasT Case
a flawed list 2 l o l o
of deserters | return empty-handed Held Huji men tlght lpped o
OUR CORRESPONDENT, ‘
Jhenidah PORIMOL PALMA shrinking shipping and con- hispostnolongerexisted. SHARIFUL ISLAM Department (CID) which is investigating mention names of masterminds behind
Merib £ diff o : struction sector job markets. “I'was able to work only for the case said they were hopeful about thegrislyartack.
o gt e T el S Migrant workers forced to Rana's employer Imran five to six days and earned The Cﬂs‘-‘_ﬂf bomb blast on a rally of making a breakthrough in the investiga- Eleven Huji operatives including its
enforc_ement and 1melhgern§e return home empty-handed Hasan of Damas Technologies nothing for that,” 25-year old Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) at  tion a couple of years back as some Huji operation commander Mufti Abdul
SRS GICRTID ffEflUE“FlY Visil- after losing their jobs abroad PrivateLtd,alaboursupplying Rana, from Chatmohar in Paltan Maidan has putinvestigatorsintoa gperatives hinted thatthe outfithadalink Hannan were shown arrested in the case
ing vﬂlager home of Aiyub Alj, are all at sea in facing the mrnpany sacked him saying SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 state of confusion as Harkatul Jihad al totheblast. in 2006 and interrogated intensively in
N_ayek Dniver of Bmgladesh harsh reality of their situa- e Islami (Huji) operatives have stopped Investigators, on the basis of informa- remand.
Bjﬂes(BD‘R]jtp arresthimwho | tions. ’_;‘. A divulging any further information about tion gleaned from arrestees, started their Investigators, however, failed to get
is already in jail S Most of them are unable 4_?:#;{-‘ . ".“1_,1' their link to the blast. reinvestigation and the final report was enough information from arrested
As BDR authorities | ¢ even pay back the inter- ) ¥ Officials at the Criminal Investigation submitted in 2003. The report failed to SEE PAGE 1
declared him deserter mem i ¥ O
A" ests on the loans they took

bers of intelligence agencies out in order to get th;irr ]-“[1;
are hunting him down while | .4,0ad, and nowsee no hope
his wife, family members and | from anyauarter UK to help ""Rabbir Ham Huma Kama Rabba Yani Sagira"
relatives have visited him Masud Rana used to have ConSOlldate
twice in Kashimpur jail since | po idea of the ongoings in =

his arrestin Februarylast.
BDR Director General (DG)

Maj Gen Md Mainul Islam,
however, admitted that the

deserters'listis erroneous.
Talking to The Daily Star,
Mainul said, "The list will be
corrected and we will delete
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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The government is working

- on approval of coal policy,

| open-pit mining at
Barapukuria and

the world financial markets -
- his simple dream was to
work hard and improve his
living conditions back home,
and finally bring a smile to

the lives of his poor parents
Less than three months

after arriving in Singapore,
Rana faced the reality of the

BankUnited
FSB shut

AFP, Washington

PHOTO: FILE
Workers forced to return home show their passports and other
documents to journalists at Zia International Airport.

BA sutfters record
full-year loss

US regulators on Thursday ;

democracy

UNB, Dhaka

Britain assured Bangladesh of
support towards consolida-
tion of democracy, good gov-
ernance and development in
future as Foreign Minister
Dipu Moni held talks with
Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs
David Miliband onThursday.
Describing bilateral ties
between Bangladesh and UK
as 'comprehensive’, Dipu
Moni appreciated the British
understanding and support to

- resettiement of affected . : Bangladesh over the years.
mme think the shut finw? E}ankUmtud‘ FSB, AP, London DibuiMonlmow ond per-
an ailing Florida lender, in the : ‘ sonal trip to London. briefed

gmslmld go for open-pit largest American bank failure : British Airways yesterday reported its biggest full-year loss since Milib g Bt '

~ mining at Barapukuria? this year. . the former national airline was privatized in 1987, mainly due to belirll a!t.lake?'l 1“ t:‘:a;z:: =

The Federal Deposit : soaringfuel costsand weaker demand in recent months. Minigsler Sheizh FTa R Marhuma Afsarl Rahman

Oh “1m mm, Insurance Corporation (FDIC) The company lost 375 million pounds ($595 million) in the government to achieve a .
om - said the bank's assets had : year ending March 31, compared with a profit of 712 million e AR G oari AT ATA W!fle OfMarhum Rezaur Rahma"
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been acquired by a newly -

chartered federal savings :
. poundslossin2001-2002.

bank, BankUnited.

"BankUnited, the succes- -
sor institution, will be the ;
largest independent bank in -
Florida, as was its predecessor - harshest trading environment we have ever faced and, with no

(BankUnited, FSB)," FDIC :
. challenging,” said WillieWalsh, the airline's chief executive,

sald in astatement,

BankUnited's 86 offices :
will be open Friday during -
. pounds.

normal business hours.

Bank United FSB had assets
of 12.80 billion dollars and :
SEE PAGE 15 COL 5 .

pounds in the previous year. That Is its worst result in over two
decades of business, the previous low point being a 200 million

British Airways consequently said it would not pay any divi-

dends toshareholders or bonuses to managers for the year.
"The prolonged nature of the global downturn makes this the

immediate improvement visible, market conditions remain

Revenue rose 2.9 percent to 8.99 billion pounds during the
fiscal year, but fuel costs jumped 45 percent to 2.97 billion

[n its fourth quarter, British Airways said revenue slumped by
8.4 percentto 1.9 billion pounds, resulting in an operating loss of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

gressive and technology ori-
ented country as envisaged in
the 'charter of change’,

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Prayéi' Timing

of Siddique Manjil, Comilla

This day you left us to join your husband for eternal peace
in Jannath. You are out of sight for year but never out of
mind. We feel both of you 1n our every moment of life. May
"Allah" bless both of you eternal peace in Jannath. Ameen.
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