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was approved by the board of

directors--whereas the deal
itself was officially singed on
March 19.

The Info-Bahan project
was verbally approved at the
BTCL's ninth board meeting
held on February 19. The
board members decided to
reach a solution at the next
meeung.

The next board meeting on
March 11 approved
Khabiruzzaman's appoint-
ment as the BICL MD and
decided to re-examine some
documents of the project but
the KT deal was not ratified as
it was not on the meetng
agenda. The matter was not
raised even at the next two
meeungs.

Sources said the meetngs
did not have any agenda for
issuing a letter of intent to KT
Corporation. The deal was
signed completely bypassing
the board's final approval.

Later, at the April 2 board
meeting the board ratified all
activities of Khabiruzzaman
from February 22 to March 10.

“Before placing the deal
before the board finally, the
agreement signing with KT
Corporation is nothing but
overconfidence showed by the
BTCL managing director,”
said a board member. "We do
not knowwhy he was so confi-
dent that the board will ratify
the deal.”

The BTCL floated tender
for the Info-Bahan project on
24 September 2008. As the
project was taken under aloan
agreement between
Bangladesh government and
South Korean government,
only Korean companies took
partin the bidding.

Korea Electric Power Data
Network Consortium (KDN)
and KT Corporation submit-
ted tenders for the project.

As per the bidding condi-
tions, the bidder's benchmark
testing certificate for all
equipment offered for the
project must be issued by
telecom carriers or

Telecommunications
Technology Association in the
bidder's country.

If any bidder does not
provide the required docu-
ments including that cerufi-
cate, the BTCL evaluation
committee shall declare the
bidder non-responsive and
shall not continue with further
evaluation ol its bid, accord-

. ingtothetender paper.

KT's bid was accepted
although it provided the
benchmark testing certificate
itobtained from Chinainstead
ofits own country.

Alternative route
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by the Escap commission atits
48th session in 1992. The
ALTID is comprised of Asian
Highway, Trans-Asian Railway
(TAR) and facilitation of land
transport projects.

Agreements have so far
been signed by 32 countries to
allow the highway to cross the
continent and reach Europe. A
significant part of the funding
comes from the larger more
advanced nations as well as
international agencies such as
the Asian Development Bank.
The project is scheduled for
completionin 2010.

At least 15 countries,
including Pakistan became
founding members.by signing
the agreement when the idea
was conceived in 1959. In
1971, Bangladesh automati-
cally became a founding
member but its status was
later lowered to observer after
it missed the December, 2005
deadline for signing the agree-
ment.

Pollution
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While DO level is alarmingly
low in the rivers of Dhaka, load
of Biochemical Oxygen
Demand (BOD) (amount of
oxygen used for decomposi-
ton of organic matters), is
high in the Buriganga and
Shitalakhya rivers, he said.

Tolerable BOD load may
remain three milligram (per
litre) at best but it remains
many umes higher than the
tolerable level and may esca-
late “urther if pollution con-
tinuesin the rivers, he said.

Six rivers, including the
Buriganga, Turag, Dhaleswari,
Tongi Khal, Balu and
Shitalakhya, encircle the
capital city with around 110
km length, he said, there is no
other capital in the world with
such fantastic circular water-
way.

Khandker suggested water
fl_t:m augmentation in the
Fivers and setting up
wastewater treatrnent plants,

There are many laws
against environmental pollu-
tion and destruction of rivers
and wetlands but hardly those
laws have been enforced,
WDB Additional Director
General Kamrul Huda said.

The board, under the water
résources ministry, organised
the seminar, chaired by WDB
Additional Director General
Wafi Md. Kamrul Huda.

Government's high offi-
cials and engineers of WDB

_ attended the seminar.

The project’s pre-bidding
meeting declared KDN non-
responsive for failing to pro-
vide the certificate.

KT Corporation in its bid-
ding paper proposed to supply
project equipment from
Chinese telecom vendor
Huawei, which also raised
questions among officials
concerned.

The issue of KT's submis-
sion of invalid benchmark
testing certificate was dis-
cussed at several board meet-
ings of the BICL. The 10th
board meeting decided to
scrutinise the bidding docu-
ments before procuring
equipment from KT
Corporation and assigned two
directors to re-examine the
documents further.

But each and every obser-
vation of the board members
was overlooked by the new
BTCL management.

Talkang to The Daily Star on
Wednesday at his office, new
BTCL MD Khabiruzzaman
however claimed that the
Info-Bahan project was signed
after having the board's final
nod. "Mostofthe deal's proce-
dure was completed before
myjoining,” he said.

In reply to a question, he
also said it does not matter if
my works is ratified later at
board meeting,

Ashok Kumar Mondal,
director procurement,
claimed that the project hand-
over to KT was transparent.

There was a provision in
the tender thatif a bidder fails
to obtain the benchmark
testing certificate from its own
country, it will not get points
for that document and BTCL
cut KT's points for this,
Mondal said, adding that a
company cannot be declared
non-responsive based on this
certification.

However, ABM Al Faruk,
local agent of KDN, said, "We
have seen lots of discrimina-
tion regarding marking. BTCL
cut our points by showing
simple reasons.”

SSC results

FROM PAGE 16

centres while the candidates
were asked to collect their
results at their respective
schools orexam centres, said a
government handout.

The results will also be
available on the education
board website:
www.result.educationboard.g
ov.bd, and through short mes-
sage service (SMS) to 4636 and
2323 on mobile phones. The
mobile phone operators will
circulate the SMS procedure.

However, the results will
not be available at the educa-
tion boards, education minis-
try or newspaper offices, the
handoutadded.

Saydee
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Sajib, and Rajeeb Ahmad who
had earlier filed the civil suit.

On taking into cognisance
the suit filed by Saydee, Judge
SM Saiful Islam of the Third
Joint District Judge's Court of
Dhaka summoned the three
defendants to appear before it
on June 17 and to explain their
arguments against the
demands sought by the plaintiff
ofthesuit.

In his suit, Saydee men-
toned that the defendants had
earlier filed a suit to declare him
and 35 others war criminals and
to disqualify them from con-
testing the general elections. It
had tarnished their image and
reputation nationally and
internationally. Moreover, it
caused a loss of Tk 100 crore in
monetary terms, Saydee stated.

The three advocates filed a
civil suit on November 13 last
year against Saydee and 35
others to declare them war
criminals for their role in 1971
LiberatonWar.

The 36 defendants included
Jamaat's former Ameer Ghulam
Azam, its incumbent Ameer
Motiur Rahman Nizami,
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojahid, and the
party’s senior central leaders
Abdus Subhan, AKM Yosuf,
Muhammad Kamaruzzaman,
Abdul Quader Molla, Delwar
Hossain Saydee, Mir Kasem Ali,
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
barrister Korban Ali, and advo-
cate Ansar Ali, and BNP Jaw-
maker Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury.

After the hearing, Judge
I[ftekhar Ahmed of the 9th
Assistant Judge's Court on May
11 took the marter for trial and
issued the summonsonthemto
appear before it on July 20 and
to explain why they would not
be declared war criminals for
‘committing crimes against
humanity'in 1971.

But the plaintiffs on May 13
withdrew the suit in ‘greater
natonal interest’ as the govern-
ment took an initiative to hold
trial against them under special
tribunals.

Talking to the newsmen,
barrister Abdur Razzaq said his
client never opposed the
Liberation War of Bangladesh.
The war crime case had been
filed against his client to tarnish
hisimage.

While asked whether Saydee
was involved in Liberation War,
Razzaq said Saydee did not
oppose the Liberation War.
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One lakh data
entry operators
to get job

Says CEC

A CORRESPONDENT,
Madaripur

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda
vesterday said he would recom-
mend to the prime minister for
employing one lakh data entry
operators who were earlier
engaged in voter list and
national D card programme.

He said this ina meeting with
the journalists at Madaripur
circuit house on a visit to the
proposed site for server station
and permanentdistrict Election
Commission office,

Earlier, Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Shashi
Kumar Singha proposed a land
of 20 decimal opposite to his
office for primary selection.

Replying to a question the
CEC said that server stations set
up programme at every upazila
would help the people to get
voter list and national ID cards
faciliueslocally.

Huda said the Commission
was thinking to provide high
quality natonal ID cards for free
and admitted that the distrib-
uted national ID cards were
below international standard.

Dhaka Divisional Deputy
Elecion Commuissioner Biswas
Lutfor Rahman, Police Super M
Khurshid Hossain and
Additional DC (revenue) Md
Kabirul Hasan were present at
the meeting.

War criminals
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ensuring fairmess and transpar-
encyofthetrial. We have already
referred the law to the Law
Commuission for expert opinion
to update it,” he told a press
briefing at his ministry:

The tnal of war cnminals will
start after updating the act, he
said adding that 1t would be
published both in Bangla and
English versions for maintain-
inginternational standard.

The minister, however, said
there is no difficulty in carrying
out investigation into the inci-
dents of war crimes before
amendingtheact.

He said the government is
taking ome to start the tnal
process as 1t i1s working for
appointing an investigation
agency and prosecution team,
seting up court and office
rooms aswell as arranging other

| logistic supports in this regard. *

The tasks are near completion,
hesaid.

Asked whether the govern-
ment IS targeting any political
party in the name of trial of war
criminals, the law minister said
the government would not hold
the trial considering anybody's
politicalidentity.

Only those who were
involved in the killings, arsons,
rapes, lootings and offences
against humanities during the
liberation war will be brought
under trial after carrying out
Investigation, he said.

He said if any political party
opposes the government's
move to try war criminals, it will
be considered that the war
criminals are remaining in that
party.

Replying to a question,
Shafique said the government
has been giving equal emphasis
on both issues of Pilkhana
carnage and trial of war crimi-
nals.

He also said the investiga-
tion into the BDR carnage is
going on and after receiving its
report, the government will
decide under which law the
mutneers will be tried.

Noab urges
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collected information from
them but did not give them the
government position. We will
take a decision in this regard
later.”

He said, "Our general
policy is if our produce is of
good quality, and price is also
internationally competitive, it
will be given protection.”

Muhith said they (Noab
leaders) told him that the
quality of local newsprint is
notgood, anditis notsupplied
regularly. Two types of news-
printare produced locally, and
this creates problem in print-
ing newspaper, he quoted
them as saying.

They also told the minister
that the price of locally pro-
duced newsprint is higher
than thatofimported ones.

Mahbubul Alam told jour-
nalists, "We have also told the
minister that though the
seventh wage board award (for
newspaper industry) has been
implemented, the rate of
government advertisements
has not been increased
accordingly. Payment of
advertisement bills is also
delayed forlong.”

News Today Editor
Reazuddin Ahmed, Prothom
Alo Editor Matiur Rahman,
Chairman of the New Age
editorial board ASM
Shahidullah Khan,
Manabzamin Editor Motiur
Rahman Chowdhury,
Sangbad Editor Altamash
Kabir and publisher of
Samokal AK Azad were pres-
entat the meeting.

Sri Lanka to
resettle Tamils
in six months

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka plans to re-settle most
of the 250,000 Tamils displaced
by the war within six months,
two Indian envoys said yester-
day hursday after talks with the
island's president.

Indian foreign secretary
Shivshankar Menon and
national security advisor M. K.
Narayanan said Sri Lanka
intended to take swift action
over the civilians, whose fate
has been the cause of wide-
spread international concern.

“The government of Sri
Lanka indicated that it was
theirintention todismantle the
relief camps at the earliest and
outlined a 180-day plan to re-
settle the bulk of internally
displaced people,” they said in
astatement.

About 250,000 civilians who
poured out of the island’'s war
zone aredetained intemporary
shelters which the government
calls "welfare villages."

International aid agencies
have pressed for better access
for relief workers to the tightly
controlled camps.

The two Indian envoys who
held closed-door talks with
President Mahinda Rajapakse
said both countries
"emphasised the urgent
necessity of arriving at a last-
ing political settement in Sri
Lanka.”

Menon told reporters
before leaving Colombo that
Rajapakse was willing to go
beyond the 1987 plan in order
to consolidate peace in the
ethnically divided nation
where up to 100,000 people
have been killed in three
decades of war with the Tamil
Tigerrebels.

Meanwhile, there are alle-
gatons of children are being
abducted, with tacit govern-
ment approval, from camps
housing those displaced by Sri
Lanka’s ethnic conflict, human
rights groups charged yester-
day.

The Coalition to Stop the
Use of Child Soldiers said it had
received verified reports of
child abductions from camps
in the main resettlement area
oI Vavunuya, olten by paramili-

tary Tamil groups.

Children as young as 12
have been among those taken,
the coalition said, suggesting
that the paramilitaries -- who
allied with the military in the
fight against the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) --

are being used to identify and
weed out former Tiger child
soldiers.

The paramilitary groups
have been allowed "unhin-
dered" access to the camgs
which are tightly guarded by
government troops, it said.

The Coalition to Stop the
Use of Child Soldiers 1S an
umbrella group of global
organisations which includes
Amnesty International and
Human RightsWatch.

"The motive is slightly
unclear,” said Charu Lata
Hogg, a spokeswoman for the
groups.

'Some are being taken away
for ransom, they've been kid-
napped for ransom, and
there've been certain negoti-
ated releases where mothers
had some jewellery and they
could negonate a release right
within the camp,” Hogg told
the BBC.

Our Diplomatic
Correspondent adds: The
United Nations refugee agency
yesterday expressed concern
over conditions in the camps
set up for people displaced by
the recent fighting in Sri Lanka,
including overcrowding and
limited services.

Earlier this week, the
Government of Sri Lanka
declared that its military
operation against the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) had ended, and
that the remaining civilians
that were trapped in the con-
flict zone in the country's
north-east hadleft.

Govt targets
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target for the nextfiscal year.

‘I am trying not to increase
burden on the public, rather
trying to ensure that they get
commodities at cheaper rates,"
Muhithsaid.

[n the current fiscal year, the
revenue-earning target was Tk
69,382 crore.

The finance minister said of
the Tk 80,000 crore more than
Tk 60,000 crore has been fixed
forrealisation by the NBR. In the
non-NBR sector, the collection
may be 1k 20,000 crore,

However, the revenue-
collection target for the NBR in
the 2009-10 budget will be more
thanTk 60,000 crore, he said.

Target for non-tax revenue
collection will be between Tk
18,000 crore and Tk 20,000
crore, the ministermentioned.

BDR mutiny
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mutny was part of their move-
ment against “discriminations
by the army officers deputed to
BDR". They would call it “a
mission to oust the foreign birds
from BDR".

The killings were not part of
their original plans. Still, they
took place as some of the muti-
neers went beyond the control
of the leaders, the sources
continued.

In its report, the committee
recommends that those
responsible be tried under the
military act for speedy trial. It
also suggests that BDR person-
nel should not be engaged in
programmes like 'Operation
Dal-Bhat', which was intro-
duced to contain price hike of
essentials during the caretaker
governmentrule.

It advises further inquiry
into the claims of foreign links.

Earlier at around 4:00pm,
the 12-member inquiry com-
mittee headed by former secre-
tary Anisuzzaman Khan turned
in the 309-page report at the
home minister's office in the
secretanat.

State Minister for Home
Tanjim Ahmad Sohel Taj, Home
Secretary Abdus Sobhan Sikder,
and members of the probe
commuittee were present.

"We have prepared the
report on the basis of facts and
realities, There is nothing spec-
ulative,” Anisuzzaman told
reporters afterwards.

Asked what the main reason
behind the bloodbath was, he
said, “Mutiny.”

Declining to elaborate, he
said theywere assigned to probe
the incident and now it is the
government's duty to evaluate
the findings.

Sahara Khatun said the
government would soon pub-
lish the report.

“We are committed 1o mak-
ing the findings public,” she
said seeking the media's help to
ensure the culprits are brought
to book.

Pressed further, she said,
“We have yet to read it. We will
letyouknowthe findings soon.”

Sahara said she hopes the

report would come in handy for
the agency tasked with investi-
gating the case in connection
with the carnage that left 74
people including 57 army
officersdead.

The committee was formed
on February 26 to be headed by
the home minister. But in
response to criticism over her
inclusion, it was reconstituted
on March 2 with the retired civil
servantatthe helm.

Its members include former
and serving bureaucrats and
high-ranking officers from the
armed forces.

The committee began work
the day after its reconstitution.
It had several extensions before
its tme hmit for submitting
reportexpiredonMay11.

The deadline, which was to
end on March 9, was extended
by seven workdays first.

Then on March 23, the
committee got another four
days. And finally on March 30, it
was granted 30 more workdays
in the interests of a proper
Investigation.

Besides making the recom-
mendations, the committee
outlined probable reasons for
the mutiny and steps to prevent
repeatin future.

Earlier, Commerce Minister
Faruk Khan had said the
banned Islamist outfit
Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) had a hand
inthe Pilkhana massacre.

DADTOWHID REMANDED

Meanwhile, a Dhaka court
yesterday placed Deputy
Assistant Director (DAD) of
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) Syed
Towhidul Alam on a seven-day
remand in an arms case filed
with Sabujbagh Police Station.

The case was filed last month
afterarevolverand some ammu-
nition were recovered from BDR
Jawan Raju who told the law
enforcers that DAD Towhid had
given him thearmsandammo.

Earlier, Towhid was
remanded for 15 days at differ-
ent times in the mutiny case. As
per the law, an accused cannot
be taken on remand for over 15
daysinasingle case.

In another development,
three BDR jawans yesterday
made statements confessing
theirrole in the camage.

A correspondent from
Jessore adds: The Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court here yester-
daysent43BDR mentojail,

The border guards were
arrested on May 15 at
JThumjhumpur BDR camp and
22 rifles battalion headquarters
onsedition charges.

il

Cops' job
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Usually he attends the DC
(north) office in the morning
at Uttara and then he reaches
the DC (MT) office at
Rajarbagh at around 1:00 pm
where he has lunch and work
for about one and a half hours
and then rushes to the DC
(Discipline) office at Minto
road,

Some high officials said
each high-ranking officer 1s
tasked with huge workloads,
The officers have to remain
busy from 9:00am to evening
each day.

City people said, muggers,
dope gangs, extortionists and
grabbers with protection from
influential ruling party men
are now more active causing
slide in law and order in the
capital.

Conceding the fact the
DMP Commissioner asked
law enforcers to launch a
special drive against criminals
and recover armes.

Against the backdrop of
criminal activities the special
drive, which started on April
23 midnight ended on April 30
with little success in recover-
ing arms and detaining top-
listed criminals.

During the drive DMP
Commissioner himself
expressed dissatisfaction over
the achievement of the drive
and said he would further
intensify thedrive.,

Sources close to the police
administration said the gov-
ernment 1s looking for the
officers loyal to ruling party for
the posts in the DMP adminis-
tration.

However, DMP and police
headquarters sources said due
to cadre composition rules the
department could not fill up
75 vacant posts of additional
superintendent of police
though 88 officers of 21st and
22nd BCS batches have
already been selected for
those posts forlong.

Promoton process of 1,999
police personnel from the
level of ASI to Additional IGP
have remained stopped while
a total of 3493 posts are still
vacant in the department,
sources added.

PM pledges
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as their highest priority is to
ensure maximum welfare of
the mass people.

I'he PM made the remarks
when Ambassador of
Switzerland Dora Rapold, also
Dean of the diplomatic corps,
paid a farewell call on her at
the PM's Office.

Her assurances about
balance of power in the local
government came in the wake
of unhappiness on part of the
newly elected upazila chair-
men following new rules that
made MPs functional advisers
of therespective local body.

PM's Press Secretary Abul
Kalam Azad briefed newsmen
after the meeting, where
Bangladesh's socioeconomic
and administrative situation
as well as the upcoming world
conference on climate change
came up fordiscussion.

Hasina thanked the Swiss
envoy for her government's
cooperation in holding the
December-29 polls "in a free,
fair, neutral and acceptable
manner, restoring and
strengthening parliamentary
democracyinBangladesh."

The premier also recalled
the contribution of
Bangladesh Armed Forces in
formulating a flawless voter
list with photographs during
the immediate past caretaker
government's rule following
the demand of Awami League
andits allies.

"The patriotic people of
Bangladesh had been very
spontaneous in casting their
vote in the last general elec-
tion as they were in long wait
fordemocracy,” Hasinasaid.

The prime minister and the
envoy also recalled the mem-
ory of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Hasina said
Bangabandhu's dream was to
build Bangladesh as 'the
Switzerland of the East'.

As the PM urged Dora to
help Bangladesh in removing
the country's employment
crisis by way of promoting
investment here in larger
volumes, the envoy assured
her of increased Swiss invest-
ment and assistance in vari-
ous sectors, including voca-
tional training, for socioeco-
nomic development of the
country.

The envoy handed over an
invitation letter from the Swiss
prime minister to Hasina to
attend the World Climate
Conference to be held there in
September.

The PM and the Swiss
envoy both expressed the
hope that the existing friendly
relations between Bangladesh
and Switzerland would be
strengthened further in the
daystocome.

PM's Office Secretary
Mollah Waheeduzzaman and
former ambassador Ziauddin
wWere present.
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Conflict with MPs
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enacting the law that

authorised lawrnakers as advis-
ers to upazila parishads,” said
Badiul Alam Majumder, general
secretary of Shushashoner
Jonney Nagorik (Sujan).

“None of the local govern-
ment bodies-- zila parishad,
upazila parishad and union
parishad--issubordinate to one
another. So leaders of these
institutions must come out of
the mindset of establishing
supremacy. Leadership from
the local government will be
required to materialize the
charter,” headded.

“There is no problem if
someone becomes an adviser.
But it must be looked into so
that advice does not turn into
order. There must be a specific
written code of responsibilities
for upazila chairmen and vice
chairmen,” said Prof
Emajuddin Ahmed.

Salahuddin M
Aminuzzaman presented the
keynote-paper in the seminar.

He made some recommenda-
tions to resolve the problem. His
suggestions include analysing
the crisis and finding a solution
in line with the constitution,
formulating a policy for decen-
tralisation, formulating inte-
grated code for local govern-
ment, advocacy on local issues
and problems by the lawmak-
ers, and holding local govern-
ment elections among party-
nominated candidates as the
national elections.

Lawmaker Rahmat Ali said
the legislative, executive, and
judiciary have authority in their
own sectors. They are comple-
mentary to each other but
people aresupreme.

Lawmaker Shammi Akhter,
Awami League organizing
secretary Mahmudur Rahman
Manna and upazila parishad
Chairman Nazrul Islam Khan,
also spoke at the seminar,
among others. Mahbubul
Haque Ripon, director of Neeti
Gobeshona Kendro, conducted
the seminar.

HC asks
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directive during the hearing of
a writ petition regarding the
declaration ofindependence.

The HC bench comprised
of Justice ABM Khairul Haque
and Justice Mamtazuddin
Ahmed also allowed the Sector
Commanders' Forum (SCF) to
become an additional party to
this public interestlitigation.

Earlier on Wednesday,
former army chief Lt Gen
(retd) Harun-or-Rashid filed a
petition on behalf of the SCF
seeking that it is allowed to be
S0.

The writ petitioner's coun-
sel Manzil Murshid yesterday
told the court that Ziaur
Rahman never claimed thathe
had declared independence of
the country.

He presented some docu-
ments 1n support of his argu-
ments.

Khandaker Mahbubuddin
Ahmed, counsel for M
Hamidullah Khan who had
earlier become an additional
party to the litigation, said this
WTIt petition is not maintain-
able in the HC. The petitioner
could have filed it with a lower
court, he added.

The HC bench asked him
(Khandaker) to present his

govt

arguments on maintainability
ofthis petition.

He (Khandaker) then
prayed for time to make his
submissions.

The court fixed May 27 for
further hearing of the writ
pettion.

OnApril 19, DrMA Salam, a
freedom fighter, filed the writ
petition.

As ordered by the HC, the
government on Wednesday
produced before it copies of
the Ittefaq, the Sangbad and
the Azad published during the
period March 1 to March 25,
1971 to examine the historical
background of the proclama-
tonofindependence.

On April 20, the HC upon a
writ petition issued a rule on
the government to explain
why directives should not be
given to proscribe 2004 edi-
tion of the Bangladesh War of
Liberation in which (the then
major) Ziaur Rahman was said
to have proclaimed independ-
enceon March 26, 1971.

The court also asked the
government to explain why it
should not be directed to ban

the set of books that distorted
lacts regarding declaration ol
independence.

Congress
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will support the government
from outside,” DMK leader TR
Baalu said.

Baalu announced DMK's
decision after Manmohan
Singh called up Karunanidhi,
who conveyed his rejection of
the Congress proposal.

The "dialogue” with DMK
has not ended, Congress said,
Indicating that senior party
leaders would hold further
negotiations to hammer out a
solution.,

Congress spokesman
Janardhan Dwivedi said,
without giving details, that
DMK wanted "status quo" and
“more” ministerial berths--
seven portfolios plus more.

There was no official ver-
siton on what exactly was
DMK's demand and what was
Congress' offer. There were
various versions.

One of those was that DMK
wanted seven portfolios of
cabinet rank including those
for Karunanidhi's son M K
Azhagiri, grand nephew
Dayananidhi Maran and
daughter Kanimozhi.

Another version was that
Congress was opposed to
inclusion of Baalu and A Raja
on grounds of their perfor-
mance, and alleged corrup-
tion which DMK sought to
contest, Yet another version
was that DMK was also keen
on Railways, which is said to
be eyed by another Congress
allyTrinamool Congress.

DMK has 18 members in
Lok Sabha and is the third
largest constituent of the UPA
after Congress, which has 206
seats, and Trinamool Congress
which has 19.

Congress haggled hard
with allies like DMK,
Trinamool Congress and NCP.

Among the 'big four' port-
folios, Finance is likely to go to
Pranab Mukherjee, Home and
Defence would be retained by
P Chidambaram and AK
Antony.

There 1s no finality about
who will bag External Affairs
for which there have been
names of Kamal Nath, M
Krishnaand Kapil Sibal.

Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee, who may
not join the UPA government,
held third round of talks with
Congress leaders but dis-
missed suggestions that she
was bargaining hard for key
ministries.,

“Thereisno talk of bargain-
ing (for ministerial posts) ...
We have not discussed this.
What they (Congress) want,

they will do. Even if they don't
give us anything, we don't
mind,” Mamata told report-
ers.

Sources however said the
partyis keen on Railways, Coal
and Mines and Steel portfolios
which, it feels, are of impor-
tance to West Bengal econ-
omy. It was also eyeing the
portfolios of Health and Home
atthe minister of state level.

4 held for
New York
'attack plot'

BBC ONLINE, New York

Four men were arrested late
on Wednesday over alleged
plots to attack targets in and

near NewYork.
The four planned to blow up

synagogues and use Stinger

missiles to bring down military

planes, US prosecutors said.
The four, all Muslims, are to

appear in a federal court later.
The men were seized after
allegedly planting what they
thought were bombs near two

Synagoguesin the Bronxarea.

They earlier agreed to buy
explosives from FBI agents
posing as Islamic militants.
New York has been on alert for
anewterrorattacksince9/11.

The four are charged with
conspiracy to use weapons of
mass destruction within the
US and conspiracy to acquire
and use anti-aircraft missiles,
officials said.

The charges carryjail terms
of between 25 years and life
imprisonment.

The arrested were named
as James Cromitie (also known
as Abdul Rahman), David
Williams (aka Daoud and DL),
Onta Williams (aka Hamza)
and Laguerre Payen (aka Amin
and Almondo).

A senior FBI official in New
York said three were US citi-
zens and one was from Hait.

The case appears to be a
classic sting operation against
suspected home-grown mili-
tants rather than a plot with
ainy links to known interna-
tional terrorism.

New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg said the alleged
plot showed "homeland secu-
rity threats against New York
City [were] sadly all too real”.

The arrests were the result
ol a year-long investigation,
officials said.



