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Tobacco cultivation
poses threat to
environment in GHT

SHANTIMOY CHAKMA,
Rangamaln

Para Kendra a ray ot hope
for hill chlldren women

NUR UDDIN ALAMGIR

...........................................

The underprmlq_l d
children and women ol
tribal communities have.
started to reap the bene-
fits of Para Kendra (cen-
tre) in the remote hilly
areas of Rangamati,
Khagrachhari and
Bandarban.

Para Kendra is the
local pre-school educa-
tion and healthcare cen-
tres set up under the
Integrated Community
Development Project
(ICDP) in Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT).

Set up under the joint
initiative of Chittagong

fertiliser than cultivation
ofother crops.

AED sources said the
root of tobacco tree usually
penetrate nine inches
deep into the soil whereas
it's only four inches in case
of other crops. As a result,
the tobacco root badly
affects fertility of soil.

A group of journalists
during a recent visit found
massive tobacco farming

it's banned then how the
companies produce
tobacco. It's a cash crop, he
said, adding that the gov-
ernment is earning huge
amountofrevenues fromit.

He said tobacco culti-
vation does not create any
negative impact on envi-
ronment. He said they
have been cultivating
tobacco on 1200 acres of
land in Bandarban without

they became defaulters of
loans provided by tobacco
companies, they said.
Farmers and labourers
said staffs of tobacco com-
panies offer lucrative
amount of money as loans
to trap them. Sometimes
the companies provide
them with bank loans for
agriculture along with
tobacco seeds, fertiliser,
polythene bags and high-
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Tobacco t.ullnduon 1S
posing a threat to the pub-

lic health and the environ-
ment in Chittagong Hill

Tracts (CHT).
Although tobacco culti-

vation is strictly prohib-
ited, the tobacco compa-
nies are doing brisk busi-
ness, violating the rules.
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prevalent and maternal
health was neglected.
The scenario, however,
is changing there as the
children aged between
three to Six are receiving

Abu Daud, member of
Bangladesh Paribesh Ainbid
Samity, in Khagrachharisaid
Government should take
legal action against the
tobacco companies to save

tobacco cultivator at
Mynee under Dighinala in
Khagrachhari, said he has
been cultivating tobacco
for the last ten years but
 hardly got any benefit.

crops on the same land.
Some 7000 farmers are

mvolved with the tobacco
farming in the CHI,
sources at Agriculture
Extension Department

of lands were brought
under tobacco cultivation
in Bandarban (2312 hect-
ares), Khagrachhari (209
hectares) and Rangamati

teaching the children.
She was giving lessons
to 17 pupils, including 12
girls. They sang songs in
Bangla and Chakma.
Earlier a delegation of

(AED) said Farmers Abani Kumar our invaluable agricultural (105 hectares) lastyear. pre-school education at The daily Star that the education, parenting y
et oE IR A TS A1 FE b e R un glahpru lands from decay and infer- Last year, the total pro- Para Kendras under the Bhutan visited the areato  programme can be intro-  education on early child-

Programme Officer of
Non-formal and
Conunuing Education
Division of Education
Ministry of Bhutan, told

Officer Mong Yau.
Para Kendras are

becoming the focal point
of all development activi-
ties offering preschool

tones (MT) worth about Tk
100 crore. Of this, 5440MT
were produced iIn
Bandarban, 209MT in
Khagrachhari and 109MT
in Rangamati.

experience on the pre-
school education.
Swapna said she has
faced difficulties to con-
trol and give lessons to
the children at the pre-

onstration on gardening,
information about low
cost hygienic latrines and
safe drinking water, vita-
min A capsules for lactat-
ing women and fortified

of their community.
Mothers of these kids

are also learning about
healthcare, nutrition as
well as water and sanita-
tion issues at the centres.

Md Lise Uddin, deputy
director of AED 1n
Rangamati, said they dis-
courage the farmers to
grow tobacco since it
requires large quantity of

and Khagrachhari have
been losing their interests
in cultivating indigenous
crops like paddy, banana,
maize, sesame, cotton,

Khagrachhari also echoed

the same.
Zahirul Islam Jewel,

manager of BATB in
Bandarban, said tobacco is
not a banned item and if

reduce dropout at the
primary school level.

He said, “I think it is
playing a significant role
in the life of the tribal
people of the remote hilly

potato, pumpkin etc as

[n addition to pre-

liminary stage but now

areas and we want to

biscuits for children

e a2 ‘3%# 2 school education and they become accustomed ytilise the knowledge attending preschools,
healthcare, the centres gradually with the activi-  gathered from them.” Mong said. |
also motivate the chil- ties of the Kendra and Same scenario was Construction of most ;
dren to attend classes aware of the benefits of also seen at Moshmara of the Para Kendras are t
distributing attending the classes. Para Kendra, around borne by the community

- _ _ micronutrient biscuits The local Union seven kilometres off the providing land, labour
'.: 7 0 provided by the United Parishad Chairman Arun  town, where children and locally available
s> 5;&;&%79’ pa '""ft e, 0 R Nations World Food Kanti Chakma said there  ere playing displayon  materials. Ninety-five
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{},, " ‘*‘,ﬁy- éﬂ,@b" - e biscuits not only encour- his uniop. tion of Shefali Chakma,a  ers are women and get Tk
Bt e age the children to attend He said parents are Para Kendra worker. 1,500 a month as remu-

e . , . classes but also he]p happ\' to send their chil- Of 2,520 Para Kendras, neration, he added.

NS | improve their nutritional ~ dren to the ParaKendras 962 are in Rangamati, 668 A memorandum of
status and capacity to as it makes easier for in Bandarban and 890in , understanding (MoU)
concentrate. : them to get enrolled in Khagrachhari. Unicefand was signed between BOV-

While visiting a Para primary schools. The [CDP have plan to estab- ernmentand th? Unicef
o | Kendra at Golachhara, dropout rate is decreas- lish 3,500 Kendras to Gndlul}' 11, 1989 in order
- o around 14 kilometres from ing gradually at the pri- cover all parasin the hill  to improve socio-
..,,.. : ‘m E the Rangamati town, Para ~ mary schools following districts, said Unicef e;onﬂmic cnnditiop of
o : ' et w33 » Karmi (worker) Swapna the programme. Chittagong Hill Tracts tribal people espechiali}'
A vast tobacco field at Shilchhari at I(aptal in Rangamah Debi Chakma was seen Sonam Tsherins, Chief  Region Programme the women and children.
. sation chief coordinators Tutul ‘Management of Severe g - Nurul Islam urged the board Marma Students Council Chhatra Federation leader Helal prevent dropout at primary
Tagorels blrth Kumar Das and Sabuj Dey Ratan Bronch;'al Asthma and COAD' Monltﬂrlng Of officials and staffs to work with (BMSC), Bom Students Uddin, Anupam B.euu::h H.'mru‘-al Imﬁﬁya Pl
1 spoke. was also held with hospital sincerity and to play role in Association, Tripura Students Chai Marma, Pritimoy Khisa,
anniversary Imﬂ’«hul Momen in his speech Managing Director (:w) KG schools spreading the light of education  Forum, Pahari ChhatraParishad, ~ Khan Bom and Avilash Chakma Idris Mia was the chief quest at
observed said the great poet depicted the  Nizam Uddin Mahmud in the Stressed for materialising the dream of Bangladesh Chhau:aFederaﬁon, spoke at the rally. the inaugural ceremony m &
discrimination among different  chair, building a 'digital Bangladesh."  Gono Sanghati Andolan, Later a procession was President of School Mmmg
Speakers urged .the young classes In the society in the then Dr Shahadat Hossain of Awami League lawmaker from The officials urged | the Communist Party of Bangladesh  brought out. Body Shankar Sengupta in the
- the Bengal properly through his Chittagong Medical College Kotwali constituency Nurul 'aWmakertotakestepstofilup (CPB), Workers Party of chair.
AENGERTON. 4000 Mough. the writin : the vacant posts in the board. Bangladesh participated in the Tony Che, founder of Dr lek
works of Rabindranath Tagore in i Hospital (CMCH) moderated the  sjam emphasised the monitor- Ry 100 years of BiroR st was Oz <pacia
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birth anniversary of Aatfunction. Hospital Chief Executive addressing a view exchange and exemplary punishment to celebrated Pamwmm Chaprtiy
Rabindranath Tagore on Officer (CEO) KM Tarig, DGM meeting with the officials of Tribal students studying at the rapists and killers of " DrTimir Chowdhury, Chittagong
Thursday. Workshon for (Admin) Igbal Faruque and on Chittagong Educational Board different educational institu- Machingkhoy Marma who was Wm BITist E ﬂuc:t"i{;n Ofticer
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the special guest while organi- A sclentific seminar titled mentofthe nurses. present at the meeting. Members of Bangladesh Maruf Rumi, Bangladesh Ing mammmlumm ‘Iaunal'mdtmnpwm



