SP(

O

\

7

tar

|

el Lt e S
’\

R

$

1

DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 21, 2009, E-MAIL: sports@thedailystar.net

WC opening ceremony
at the Bangabandhu

, Parliamentary body wants to go to
England 'to gain experience’

RASHIDUL HASAN and BISHWAJIT ROY

It is all but confirmed that the opening cere-
mony of the 2011 Cricket World Cup will take
placeattheB andhu National Stadium.

State Minister for Youth and Sports Ahad Ali
Sarkar already made it public recently and now
the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Sports also recommended the same when a
meeting of the body was held yesterday at the
parliament building with high officials of
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) and
Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF) present.

The committee however also talked about
the possibility of holding World Cup matches at
the country's premier venue but could not
come to a decision.

"The standing committee will sit again soon
to decide on the issue,” said Zahid Ahsan
Russel, chairman of the standing commuttee,
while talking to the reporters after the mara-
thon meeting.

Apart from the opening ceremony,
Bangladesh has been awarded eight matches of
the showcase event including two

However, the most interesting part of the
meeting was that the committee members
expressed their desire to visit England 'to gain
experience’ during the ICC World Twenty2
nextmonth. '

“The members expressed their desire to
travel to England to gain experience as we are of
the co-hosts of the 2011 World Cup. But it has
yet to be decided who will bear the expenses of
the tour,” said Russel, also a ruling party law-
maker.

It was learnt that BFF president Kazi
Salahuddin, who attended the meeting, vehe-
mently opposed the idea of holding matches at
the Bangabandhu.

"Cricket is also our sport, but the problem is
that football will be badly affected if cricket
matches are played at the Bangabandhu [Na-
tional Stadium),” the BFF boss told journalists
after the meeting.

"We therefore requested the committee to
arrange only the opening ceremony at this
venue,” headded.

Russel also informed that the committee
members were unanimous in their opinion to
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quarterfinals.

PHOTO: AFP

Naman Ojha of Rajasthan Royals dives in a successful attempt to run-out Brad Hodge (R) of Kolkata Knight Riders during their IPL Twenty20 match at the Kingsmead

Stadium in Durban yesterday.

David Beckham

(England football superstar)
It would be up there with
winning and the success I've
had in my career because to be
part of a successful bid, like |
was with the Olympics, would
beahugehhonour.”

On his role in England's win-
ning the right to host the 2018
FIFAWorld Cup.
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Veeru admits
team relaxed

PTI1, Johannesburg

Delhi skipper Virender
Sehwag has dismissed sugges-
tions that his side did not fight
with intensity in their match
. against Royal Challengers
Bangalore but admitted the
players were a bit 'relaxed’.

“No nothing like that, we
Were trying to make sure that a
lot of the reserve players get a
chance to play the games
before the semifinals. It is
important that we give every-
ﬂnu;e a chance because it is
& easy for players to get
frustrated after sitting on tghe
sidelines,” Sehwag told
reporters.

"We were a bit relaxed, |
agree, because may be we
have made it to the semifinals.
But hopefully we will do well

in the coming matches,”
added. o 1

tilted the game in favour of
Bangalore, who triumphed by
sevenwicketslast night.
Debutant Yogesh Nagar
was hit for two consecutive
sixes by Ross Taylor late in the

chase to close the gap
between the required runs

Zia keeps
3rd place

SPORTS REPORTER

Grand Master Ziaur Rahman
beat International Master
Richard Bitan of Philippines
vesterday in the 8th Asian
Continental Chess
Championship at Subic
Freeportin Olongapo City.

Zia also drew with GM
Megaranto Susanto of
Indonesia in the eighth round
of the qualifying meet for the
World Cup Chess 2009 to
retain his third position.

In other games yesterday
GM Enamul Hossain Rajib lost
against Iuldachev Saidali of
Uzbekistan and FM Abu
Sufian Shakil drew with GM
Wan Rai of China.

Rajib and Shakil have 4 and
3.5 pointsrespectively.

In the women's section
Shamima Akter Liza lost
against WIM Bui Kim Le of
Vietnam and has three points
from 8 games.

Champions Club
Cup from Friday

m Football

SPORTS REPORTER

After an initial delay due to
domestic and international
football competitions the
Bashundhara Champions Club
Cup willkick offon Friday.

59 senior division district

-champions will compete for

the title.

BFF Vice President and
Chairman of the tournament
committee Shawkat Ali Khan
Jahangir termed it as a first of
its kind tournament and said
that BFF will be providing cash
Incentives to the participating
clubs.

The 59 teams have been
splitinto 12 groups for the first
round. Twelve venues have
been fixed by the Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) to

hostthe first round matches.

The venues are Rajshahi,
Narail, Dinajpur, Meherpur,
Rangpur, Sherpur, Bandarban,
Habiganj, Barguna, Gopalganj,
Feniand Tangail.

The 12 group champions will
thenplayin the finalround tobe
held at four separate venues
outside the capital Dhaka.

Bashundhara Group will
sponsor this tournament as
part of their developmental
programme in collaboration
with BFF while Citycell will be
the co sponsors.

Twelve coaches will be
deployed in the respective
venues forscoutinglocal talent.

BFF has planned a colourful
opening ceremony for the meet
ontheopeningdayat Feni.

BFF Development com-
mittee chairman Kazi Nabil
Ahmed, BFF General Secretary

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

S —

PHOTO: STAR

Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF) vice-president and Bashundhara Champions Club Cup tour-
nament committee chairman Shawkat Ali Khan Jahangir (L), brand ambassador of Bashundhara
Group Naimur Rahman (2nd from L) and head of marketing of Bashundhara Group ZM Ahmed Prince

(2nd from R) unveil the logo of the meet at the BFF House yesterday.

Symonds dumped

Ponting promises tough battle

iﬁl Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Skipper Ricky Ponting says Australia have
learned the lessons of their titanic 2005 series
loss and promises England a torrid Ashes battle
with his rebuilt team.

The Australians hold the famous urn after
regaining the Ashes 5-0 in the 2006-07 series,
but much has changed with the retirements of
modern-day greats Shane Warne, Glenn
McGrath, Adam Gilchrist, Matthew Hayden
and Justin Langer.

Selectors on Wednesday unveiled a transi-
tional 16-man squad with a total match experi-

ence of just 418 Tests, compared with the 796 of
the 2005 squad and the 666 of the party that

Ricky Ponting (captain), Michael Clarke (vice-captain),
Simon Katich, Phillip Hughes, Mike Hussey, Marcus
North, Andrew McDonald, Shane Watson, Brad Haddin,
Graham Manou, Brett Lee, Mitchell Johnson, Peter
Siddle, Stuart Clark, Ben Hilfenhaus, Nathan Hauritz.

toured in 2001,

Only Ponting, vice-captain Michael Clarke,
Simon Katich and Brett Lee remain from the
last series in England four years ago.

But 131-Test veteran Ponting warned
England, fresh from trouncing the West Indies
2-0, that his Aussies will pose a much sterner
threat in the five-Test July-August series.

In a squad notable for the absence of unpre-
dictable all-rounder Andrew Symonds, eight
have played fewer than 10 Tests, but they have
been encouraged by their 2-1 series win earlier
this year over the world's second-rated side
South Africa.

"England have done everything very well
againsttheWest Indies, butI can guarantee that
they'll be facing a stiffer opposition when we
arrive," Ponting said.

* "England will be a very stiff and tough opposi-
tion, they always are whenwe play against them.

"With 2005 we got off to a great start and
then things just slipped away from us, A lot of us
have been there, learnt from our mistakes and
we're keen to rectify that.

“There's a void in my cricketing career that
hasn’t been achieved yet and that's being

SEE PAGE 1B COL 2

UCBL Tigers'

official
Sponsor

SPORTS REPORTER

United Commercial Bank Ltd
(UCBL) signed a deal with
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) to become the official
sponsors of the national team
for the ICC World Twenty20s to
be held in England next month.

This was officially declared
at a press conference at the
Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur yesterday
where the match and practice
jerseys were also unveiled.

Left-arm spinner Abdur
Razzak and pacer Syed Rasel
wore the national team's new
practice and match jersey at
the function.

The tenure of this sponsor-
ship will be from May 23 to
June 21 and UCBL will pay the
BCB an equivalent amount of
30,000 dollars for the sponsor-
ship rights. To encourage the
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FIRST MATCH TODAY

KP out of
WI ODIs

AFP, Leeds

Kevin Pietersen has been
ruled out of the whole of
England's one-day series
againstthe West Indies with an
Achilles injury, the England
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
announced onWednesday:
England play the first of
three one-dayers against the
West Indies here at
Headingley on Thursday.
However, the ECB insisted
that by resting now the South
Africa born batsman would be
fit for next month's World
Twenty20 in England and the
Ashes Test series against

Australia, which starts in
Cardiffon July8.

KKR oust
Rajasthan

AFP, Durban

Akhtar's T20
WC in doubt

CRICINFO, undated

Shoaib Akhtar's participation
in the World Twenty20 has

& 4
mmm.
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Kolkata were (ottering at 45-6 chasing a modest 102-run
target before Shukla steered his team home with a 57-run stand
for the unfinished seventh wicket with Ajit Agarkar (13 not out).

Man-of-the-match Shukla smashed two sixes and three fours

i his46-ball knock.

Shane Warne's Rajasthan failed to qualify for the semifinals,
finishing théir league engagements with 13 points from 14 |
matches. Kolkata finished last with seven points.

Delhilead the eight-team tournament with 18 points from 13
games, followed by Chennai (15/13), Deccan (14/13), Bangalore
(14/13), Punjab (14/13), Rajasthan (13/14), Mumbai (11/13) and

Kolkata (7/14).
Thetop foursides advance to the semifinals.

South African fast bowler Charl Langeveldt earlier played a
keyrole in restricting Rajasthan to a small total, finishing with 3-
15 off four overs in his only match of the tournament.

He was backed by Indian seamer Agarkar, who grabbed two

wicketsfor 15 runsin four overs.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

Laxmi Ratan Shukla hit a vital 48 not out as
Kolkata Knight Riders knocked defending
champions Rajasthan Royals out of the Indian
Premier League with a four-wicket win here on

come into doubt after a skin
condition he developed last
week failed to improve as was
expected.

The skin infection ruled
Shoaib out of the training
camp the team attended in
Bhurban, a mountainous hill
resort near Islamabad. At the
time, Shoaib expressed confi-
derice thathe would recoverin
time but a failure to do so has

castdoubtover his place in the
squad. Now, it will keep him
out of the three practice
matches planned between
sides led by Younis Khan and
Misbahul Haq at Gaddafi
Stadiumin Lahore.

"Shoaib will miss all three
practice matches because of
the condition,” Intikhab Alam,
Pakistan's coach, told Cricinfo.
"At this juncture [ will not say

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Chennai in semifinals

AFP, Durban
Muttiah Muralidaran led a
disciplined spin attack as
Chennai Super Kings qualified
MD"FA for the Indian Premier League

LEAGUE : - :

TRENRN semifinals with a 24-run win
over Kings XI Punjab here on

Wednesday.

The Sri Lankan off-spinner finished with 2-8
off four overs as Chennai restricted Punjab to 92-
8 after posting 116-9.

Delhi (18 points) and Chennai (17) have
made it to the semifinals, while Punjab await the
result of Thursday's match between Deccan and
Bangalore as the three teams now have 14 points
apiece.

Defending champions Rajasthan Royals (13
points), Mumbai Indians (11) and Kolkata
(seven) are alreadyoutoftherace.

Man-of-the-match Muralidaran was
superbly backed by off-spinners Suresh Raina
(2-17) and Ravichandran Ashwin (2-13). The trio

conceded only 38 runs off 12 overs.

Australian Luke Pomersbach top-scored with
26 in Punjab’s dismal batting display in the last
match.

Punjab earlier put in an impressive bowling
performance torestrict Chennaito a modest total,
with fast bowlers Shanthakumaran Sreesanth and
Irfan Pathan taking two wickets apiece.

Australian paceman Brett Lee also prevented
the Chennai batsmen from scoring freely, con-
cedingonly 16 in his four overs.

Chennai added 40 for the opening wicket off
just 4.5 overs through India's Parthiv Patel (32)
and Australian George Bailey (15), but lost their
way after the openers' dismissals. Raina was the
other main scorerwith 20.

Sreesanth got two wickets in three balls when
he had Subramaniam Badrinath (four) caught
by Pathan at mid-on and then bowled skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni for two.

Pathan removed New Zealander Jacob Oram
(17) and Ashwin (eight) to finish with 2-32,

SEE PAGE 1B COL S5

Members of the Bangladesh cricket team pose for a photograph with British High Commissioner Stephen Evans (4th from L) :ﬂ?s:;::

Minister for Youth and Sports Ahad Al Sarkar at the diplomat's residence yesterday.




