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SNAPS AND SNIPPETS

PHOTO BANGLAR CHOKH
Nazrul Islam at his litchi orchard at Aotapara In Ishwardi upazila
that sees good yield of the juicy summer fruit this season.

AL activist murdered

A CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

Awami League (AL) activist Apu Mastan, 18, was killed by
miscreants at his village Moheshpur in Sadar upazila
Monday night. Apu's brother Parvez filed a murder case with
Sadar police station yesterday accusing 21 persons. Apuwas
son of Hanif Mastan of Moheshpur village and worked at a
garments factory at Narayangan,). Police recovered the body
with marks of injuries fromapond.

2 children drown in pond

A CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Two children in two villages drowned in pond yesterday.
Three-year-old Siyam, son of BNP leader Muhammad
Swapon Miah drowned at Sapna Lichu Bagan in the munici-
pality area and four-year girl Hasina, daughter of Kader Miah
drowned at village Genduguri of Patgram upazila. Both the
victims were playing near pond.

JP man held with hemp

_ ACORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A Jatiya Party (JP) leader at Kulaghat village of Sadar upazila
was held with five kilogram of hemp at Lalmonirhat railway
station on Monday night. Nuruzzaman,42, son of late Taher
Miah is the joint secretary of Kulaghat ward Jatiya Party,
police said. Government railway police (GRP) recovered the
hemp from his possession while waiting for a Bogra-bound
train, police said.

Vishnu statue recovered

A CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

A 16-kg Vishnu statue was found in the district at the time of
digging a pond of Abdur Rashid Khan at Silimpur village
under Tongibari upazila yesterday. The partially damaged
statue was seized by Tongibari police, duty officer ASI Lal
Mahmud said.

20 hurt in AL-BNP clash

COURCORRESPONDENT, Kushnia

Atleast 20 people were injured in a clash between the activists
of ruling Awami League (AL) and BNP at Atigram village in
Mirpur upazila on Monday night. The clash erupted over
establishing supremacyin the area, sources said. According to
police, nephew of AL leader Altaf Ali beat up Saidul Islam, son
of BNP leader and former chairman of Chatian Union
Parishad (UP) Jamal Uddin at Chatian bazar in the afternoon.
As the news spread, two rival groups locked in a fight for about
an hourleaving atleast 20 activists of both groups injured.

Extortionists blastbombs

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Criminals Monday night blasted two bombs near the house of a
businessman at village Amla in Mirpur upazla. Earlier, extor-
tionists demanded Tk 1 lakh from Rezaul Karim and asked him
to pay the amount by Wednesday evening. Criminals blasted
the bombslikelyas areminderto Rezaul, locals said.
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BID TO MINIMISE BORO L.OSS IN N-DISTS
Farmers use family men

to save labour cost

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Farmers in many northern districts are using
family labour for harvesting paddy to save the
cost for day labourers as the production cost
has already exceeded the market price in this
season.

Farmers said they have to incur loss of Tk 100
(o Tk 150 a maund (40kg) as paddy is selling for
only Tk 400 to Tk 450 whereas the average pro-
duction cost stands at Tk 550.

Under the government's current paddy and
rice procurement drive, the price of a kg of Boro
paddy has been fixed at Tk 14, Accordingly, a
farmer is supposed to get around Tk 560 for one
maund of paddy. .

But the government's drive seems to work
little as the drive is goingon atasnail's pace.

Taking the advantage of the situation, the
middlemen are buying paddy at very low prices.

To save Tk 600 to Tk 700 as harvesting cost

per bigha, especially small and medium farm-
ers are now cutting, carrying and thrashing
paddy with family labour. Even women mem-
bers of a farmer's family including his wife,
daughters and daughters-in-law are going to
paddy field for the purpose.

Many farmers are now hiring woman day
labourers for lower pay.

Meanwhile, like other monga-prone areas, the
day labourers of Nilphamari and Lalmonirhat
districts are now going to distant areas to work in
the Boro harvestingseason for higher pay.

Day labourers are often seen waiting at rail
stations or bus stands with small bundles on
their heads to go to distant districts for Boro
harvesting.

Pay for daily labour is higher in different
southern and eastern districts, said several day
labourers of Parulia and Kakina villages in
Lalmonirhat district. “I can bring Tk 5,000 for
the family if [ work in those places for 15 days,”
sald Rabiul, ayoungdaylabourer.
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Women and children members of a farmer family join in harvesting Boro lpadd‘f at a village in
Nilphamari yesterday as employing labourers would only add to their already high production cost.

PHOTO: STAR
Without any legal notice, Barisal City Corporation (BCC) yester-
day dismantled 7 shops, including this one owned by the family
of martyred freedom fighter Abdul Latif Khan, at Fariapatti.

3,000 bag fertiliser seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Rab-5 yesterday recovered at least 3,000 bags of Indian
fertiliser from Kalai upazila of Joypurhat district in a raid at
Punut village. The fertiliser was being transported to Bogra
from Hili. Rab also seized the truck carrying the fertiliser.

Arms, bullets recovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Kotwali police yesterday recovered two firearms and 27
bullets from a water body in Sree Angayan area of the town.
The items include an SBLL foreign gun, one shooter gun, 10
shotgun bulletsand 17 Chinese rifle bullets.

Shop owners stage protest

OUR CORRESPONDENT,Magura

A section of medicine shop owners in the town yesterday
kept their shutters down and laid a siege to the office of the
Civil Surgeon (CS) demanding removal of a drugs store set
up on Magura Sadar Hospital premises. Earlier, they held a
protest meeting and submitted a memorandum to the CS in
this regard. During the hour-longsiege the protesters also.

Sramik Dal leader killed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Jahangir Kabir, 48, a local leader of Sramik Dal and general
secretary of Khulna city unit of PDB workers' union, was
stabbed to death yesterday at Banargati under Sonadanga
police station. Sources said, the murder was a sequel to a
dispute over theft of a cell phone owned by the victim. Police
said, Kabir was severely stabbed in his neck and chest. He
died on way to hospital. The killer, however, managed to flee.

Rajshahi bus strike
disrupts road links

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Rajshahi bus owners and
workers went on an indefinite
strike yesterday to press for
their 10-point demand, dis-
rupting road communications
between Rajshahi and rest of
the country.

The demands include secu-
rity of bus drivers and workers on
roads, shifting of BRTC bus

At a meeting with the city
mayor last night, the bus
owners and workers called oft
their strike from 11:00pm.
The mayor assured the bus
owners and workers of meet-
ing their demands.

depot from the city's Kumarpara
to an outer spot, stoppage of
double-decker BRTC bus service
on inter-upazila routes and ban
on shallow-engine driven
humanhauler, '

Bus services to and from
Rajshahi came to halt and ticket
counters remained closed
yesterday, causing lmmense
sufferings to the passengers.
Trucks and tank Lorries were
also off the city streets.

Stick-welding bus owners
and workers brought out a
procession and paraded differ-
ent city streets. They also inter-

cepted two BRTC buses at
Talaimari point as the buses
were trying to enter the city.
Escorted by Rab personnel,
a few BRTC buses managed to
ply from the city outskirts.
Rajshahi Sarak Paribahan
Group, Bas Owners Association,
Motor Sramik Union, Truck
workers Union and Tempo
workers Union jointly called the
strike as angry mob set a bus

afire at Nawhata on May 12

following a road accident that
left two people dead.
Meanwhile, hundreds of
people staged a demonstration
inthe city lastmonth against the
private bus owners and workers
blaming them for making
passengers hostage onroads.
They also alleged the pri-
vate bus owners are hatching
conspiracy to stop BRTC
buses, which provide better
service for the passengers.

PHOTO: STAR

A scene from Rajshahi central bus terminal during yesterday's
strike called by transport owners and workers in Rajshahi. The
strike disrupted the district's road links with rest of the country.

Karnaphuli
workers on
strike for
pay hike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Workers' strike at different
ghats of Karnaphuli River
continued for the second day
yesterday.

Around 3,000 workers
began an indefinite strike and
refrained from unloading of
imported goods, mostly
essential commodities, from
lighter vessels anchored at 16
ghats along the Karnaphuli
river on Tuesday morning
demanding pay hike.

However, unloading of
cargoes from 26 vessels out of
36 at the outer anchorage was
done yesterday. Water
Transport Co-ordination Cell
(WTLC) Sécretary
Commodore (retd) AZ Nizam
said the strike had no impact
on the unloading of cargoes at
the outer anchorage.

A scheduled meeting
between workers and con-
tractors to resolve the issue
could not be held yesterday
morning, as contractors did
not participate in it, sources
said.

Abdul Khaleque, general
secretary of Chittagong Ghat
and Godown Workers Union,
said they joined the meeting
and waited for the leaders of
the contractors but no one

Increase budget

allocation
Demand physically challenged
people in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Physically challenged people
have demanded at least two
percent allocation in the
upcoming budget for 2009-10
fiscal year to ensure rights of
around 1.50 crore of their kind
in the country.

Ensuring rights and welfare
of the disabled people are
responsibility of the govern-
ment as the constitution
ensures equal rights for all
citizens, they said at a press
conference at the auditorium
of Rajshahi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(RCCI) yesterday.

Assisted by Action on
Disability and Development
(ADD), Badhan Protibandhi
Sangstha and Jatiya Trinomul
Protibandhi Sangstha organ-
ised the press conference at the
auditorium of Rajshahi
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (RCCI).

In the previous 2008-09
budget, the government allo-
cated some 0.07 percent
amounting to arouna Ik 100
crore for development of the
disabled people.

Now increased allocation is
needed to fight social prejudice
and injustices against the
people with disabilities, speak-
ers at the press conference said.

The disabled people pre-
sented a 12-point demand
including allocation of Tk 50
crore for providing equipment
like wheel chairs, crutches,
white sticks, hearing aids and
artificial legs, Tk 10 crore for
legal assistance to victimised
disabled women, Tk 10 crore
for sports and cultural activi-
ties and Tk 5 crore allocations
from the SME sector for assis-
tance to disabled entrepre-
neurs

They also demanded 10
percent of the education allo-
cations for the disab,ed stu-
dents, inroducing stipend for
them up to degree level, special
quota in higher education and
service sectors, special facili-
ties in transportation and land
registration and health allow-
ances for pregnant mothers
with disabilities.

Physically challenged

Nargis Akter Sharifa read out a_

wriftén statement at the press
conference.

Sheikh Abu Tareque Mukul,
convenor of Badhan
Protibandhi Sangstha, M
Saidur Rahman of NGDO,
Sarker Helaluzzaman, area
coordinator of ADD and Hezzy
Smith of Harvard Project on
Disability spoke, among oth-
ers.
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