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PHOTO. AFP
Pakistan's Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani (R) shakes hands with former premier Nawaz Sharif (2
L) prior to the start of an all party conference in Islamabad yesterday over the ongoing military

operation against Taliban,
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o Pakistani Taliban vow to

fight until 'last breath'

Gout seeks to bolster political support for the offensive

AP, Islamabad

pile,

The Pakistani Taliban have vowed to resist
military advances in the northwest’'s Swat
Valley until their "last breath,”
government yesterday sought to bolster
political support for the offensive ahead of

potentially bloody

battles.Washington has pressed Islamabad
to crack down on al-Qaeda and Taliban
strongholds along the Afghan frontier,
saying the militants threaten not only US
and Nato troops in Afghanistan, but also
nuclear-armed Pakistan's existence.

The prime minister insisted Monday
that Pakistan's nuclear weapons were
safe amid reportsitis expanding its stock-

The army said Sunday it was battling
militants on the outskirts of a major Swat
city and had entered two other Taliban-
held towns. Swat Taliban spokesman
Muslim Khan said the militants were
preparedfor any onslaught.

“We will fight until the last breath for
the enforcement of Islamic law," Khan
told The Associated Press in a brief
phone call from an undisclosed location.
"We consider ourselves on the right
path.” lans.

A top official said the offensive had
kKilled more than 1,000 suspected mili-
tant, a figure that couldn’t be independ-
ently verified.

while the

urban

Pakistan's weak civilian government
has been trying to rally public support
behind the offensive, and it has done
relatively well something made easier by
public anger over Taliban advances into a
district just 60 miles from the capital,
Islamabad.

News channels have been broadcast-
Ing spots such as one featuring ordinary
Pakistanis saluting the army, while a
variety of groups have collected funds
and goods to send to the displaced civil-

To get more consensus, government
officials met with the leaders of all the
major political parties Monday in
Islamabad.

Advani agrees
to be Leader
of Opposition,
says BJP

PT1, New Delhi

Senior BJP leader LK Advani
today acceded to the wishes of
the party's Parliamentary
Board and agreed to become
the Leader of the Opposition
in the new Lok Sabha. BJpP
president Rajnath Singh said
that Advani had agreed to
continue as Leader of BJP's
Parliamentary Board”.

“Therefore, itis understood
that he will also be the Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha,” he said. After the
party's poll debacle, Advani
had expressed his desire not to
become the Leader of the
Opposition.

591 more BDR arrested

FROM PAGE 1
to our correspondents and
sources.

Meanwhile, a Dhaka court
yesterday placed 48 suspected
BDR men including arrested
Deputy Assistant Director
Towhid on remands after
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) produced
them before the court with
remand prayers, reports our
court correspondent.

Of them, Towhid and two
others were placed on three-
day remand each and the rest
450n fivedays' remand each.

Moreover, seven suspected
mutineers yesterday con-
fessed to their involvement in
the Pilkhana carnage under
section 164 of the Criminal
Procedure Code. They are
sepoys Ziaul Haque, Rashedul
Islam, Rabiul Islam,
Shahjahan, Atiar Rahman,
Abdur Rahim and Saifuddin.

Another Dhaka court sent
24 BDR jawans to jail after they
were produced before it fol-
lowing their remand.

In Teknaf, police and Rab
arrested 106 BDR jawans out
of 107 accused in the sedition
case filed on Sunday. The

sector headquarters.

The accused border guards
reportedly demonstrated on
that day and fired injuring a
rickshaw-puller.

Our Netrakona correspon-
dent reports: Police and Rab
arrested 72 BDR suspects after
identifying them from video
footages of different television
channels and photographs
published in local and
national dailies and on con-
fessional statements made by
arrested BDR personnel.

In Naogaon, police
arrested 53 jawans from two
battalions 1h the district.
However, they were also sent
to jail following a courtorder

Our Chapainawabganj
correspondent adds: Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court in
the district ordered to send the
30 suspected BDR members to
jail after police produced
them beforeityesterday.

On February 26, the BDR
jawans took control of the
camp in the district town and
barricaded differentroads.

BDR jawan Nazrul Islam
sustained bullet wound while
he was loading his rifle during

Security tight as Suu Kyi
trial begins in Myanmar

AP, Yangon

Myanmar's pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi went
on trial yesterday in a notori-
ous prison ringed by riot
police and barbed wire as
activists vowed to stage pro-
tests across the country until
sheis freed.

She faces up to five years'
imprisonment on charges that
she violated conditions of her
yearslong detention by shel-
tering an American man who
swam to her lakeside home
earlier this month,

More than 100 Suu Kyi
supporters were able to pass
through the outer circle of
barricades around Insein
prison in Yangon but not the
inner one which was closely
guarded by armed police

and pro-regime supporters.
One young protester was
seen being taken away by
police.

The ambassadors of
Britain, France, Germany and
Italy as well as an Australian
diplomat were barred from
entering the prison, but the US
consul was allowed into the
prison compound since a US
citizen, John William Yettaw,
also was on trial along with
Suu Ky1.

Yettaw's motives for enter-
ing Suu Kyi's compound
earlier this month remain
unclear and her supporters
have expressed anger at him
for getting the Nobel Peace
laureate into trouble. Suu Kyi's
lawyers have said he was not
invited to her residence, and
thatshe told himtoleave.

Maoists to block Nepal
parliament vote

for new PM
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PHOTO. AFP
Myanmar citizens living in Japan hold portraits of Aung San Suu
Kyi as they shout slogans during a rally in front of the Myanmar
embassy in Tokyo yesterday. Myanmar opposition icon Aung San
Suu Kyi went on trial, facing a further five years in detention on

charges of harbouring a US man who swam to herhome.

e ——— - ——— - —

CPI-M asks Buddhadeyv
to continue as West

Bengal CM

ANI, INDO-ASIAN NEWS
SERVICE, New Delhi

The Communist Party of
India-Marxist (CPI-M) has
told West Bengal Chief
Minister Buddhadev
Bhattacharjee to continue in
office, hours after he offered to
resign owning moral responsi-
bility for the party's electoral
defeat in the state after 34
years of continuous rule.

West Bengal Industry and
Commerce Minister Nirupam
Sen and CPI-M general secre-
tary Prakash Karat reportedly
told Bhattarcharjee that he
should not think of resigning,
as the party’s politburo is in the
process of assessing the rea-
sons for the electoral defeat.

Tripura Chief Minister and
senior CPI-M leader Manik
Sarkar is reported to have said
that there is no question of
Karat or any of the CPI-M
leadership resigning as of this
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moment.

These statements came as
the politburo has completed a
two-hour-long meeting in the
national capital and is
expected to resume delibera-
tons in the afternoon.

CPI-M sources said that the
meeting of the politburo will
go on till late in the evening.
They said there will not be a
press conference.

[t was stated that the party's
state secretaries have been
asked to give their respective
reports and meet with the
central leadership to formalise
a national report on the rea-
sons forthe electoral loss.

Smarting from its electoral
drubbing, the Communist
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M)
politburo met Monday with-
out two crucial members --
West Bengal Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhartacharya and
Kerala Home Minister
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan.
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