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Manchester United's Cristiano Ronaldo (L) enjoys a few pointers on pulling off a trademark celebration from sprinting king Usain Bolt at

the club's Carrington training ground in Manchester yesterday.

ASIA CUP HOCKEY

South Korea
lift title

AFP, Kuantan

South Korea won their third
Asia Cup hockey title after
beating three-time champi-
ons Pakistan 1-0 in a hard-
fought final in Malaysia on
Saturday.

The winning goal was
scored by drag flick specialist
Kim Byung-hoon in the 65th
minute: Kim also finished as
the tournament's top scorer
with sixgoals.

It was a winning debut for
Korea's coach Cho Myung-ju,
and the side now holds both
the Asian Games and the Asia
Cup titles while also having
secured its place at the 2010
World Cup in India.

Pakistan will join China,
Malaysia and Japan in the
qualifiers in November.

Korea won their previous
two titles in 1994 and 1999 and
the team's win here saw them
equal the three won by
Pakistan.

Korea also won three of the
individual awards after the
final. Player- of-the-
tournament went to You Hyo-
sik while Hon Eun-seong was
awarded man-of-the-match
for his performance in the
final.

Malaysia’s S Kumar was
named the tournament'’s best
goalkeeper.

Earlier China claimed third
place aftera 7-6 penalty shoot-
out with Malaysia in the
bronze medal play-off.

Hayden
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made 62, his fifth half-century

ofthe tournament, off 54 balls.

It was a familiar tale for
Mumbai, with Duminy hold-
ing the innings together after
the team's stars, Sanath
Jayasuriya and Sachin
Tendulkar, were dismissed.

Jayasuriya threatened to
play a major innings, hitting
30 off 17 balls, before top-
edging a catch to point.
Tendulkar made 11 before he
was caught at deep mid-
wicket.

Duminy and Abhishek
Nayar (33 not out) put on 65
for the fourth wicket before
Duminy was run out, backing
up too far, in the final over.

SCORES IN BRIEF
MUMBAI INDIANS: 147-5 in
20 overs (Duminy 62, Nayar 33
not out, Jayasuriya 30,
Tendulkar11).
CHENNAISUPERKINGS: 151-
3 in 19.1 overs (Hayden 60 not
out, Dhoni 23 not out,
Badrinath 22, Raina20)

Result: Chennai Super Kings
won by seven wickets.
Man-of-the-match: Matthew
Hayden.

Did U Know?

Henri Cochet of France won mos!

(nine) French Open men's litles (four

singles, three doubles, and two mixed
doubles) between 1926 and 1930

Nadal on a roll

[& Tennis
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AFP, Madrid

Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic will meet for the
third time in as many Masters events on Saturday
after the duo swept to straight-sets quarterfinal
wins in Madrid on Friday.

World number one Nadal surprisingly trailed
0-4 in the second set against Spanish rival
Fernando Verdasco, the seventh seed, but the king
of clay stormed back for a 6-4, 7-5 win in a shade
under two hours.

Third seed Djokovic, fighting to claw back his
number three ranking from Scot Andy Murray,
will again face Nadal on clay after losing to the
Spaniard in the finals at Monte Carlo and Rome
over the pastmonth.

[he Serbian reached his fourth consecutive
Masters semifinal with a 6-4, 6-4 win over
Croatianwild card Ivan Ljubicic. 3

Nadal said he was happy to have avoided a
third set.

"I thought at that moment (when he trailed 0-

' 4) thatIhadtoplayabitbetterand get more confi-

dence for a possible third set,” said Nadal. "I
played reallybad atthatmoment.”

Murray’s hopes of celebrating his 22nd birth-
day with a victory were dashed by Argentine fifth
seed Juan Martin Del Potro who beat the Scot 7-6
(7/4),6-3 inalate-nightmatch-up.

Del Potro, who had lost all three of his previous
meetngs with Murray, came back from 2-5 in the
first setto claim victory on a fourth match pointin
the ninth game of the second.

The Argentine now tackles Roger Federer who
was made to work before overcoming Andy
Roddick 7-5, 6-7 (5/7), 6-1, his 18th career win

over his old American rival.

Nadalhas nowwon 32nd consecutive matches
on clay, a run stretching back to May last year
when he lost to compatriot Juan Carlos Ferrero in
thesecond round in Rome.

Theworld numberone stands 18-0 on clay this
year with Monte Carlo, Barcelona and Rome
trophies already claimed.

Since 2005, Nadal has compiled a remarkable
149-4 match record on clay, a run which includes
foursuccessive French Opentitles.

After surrendering his 4-0 second set lead,
Verdasco then saved two match pointsin the 10th
game before Nadal eventually claimed victory
with a concluding break on the first of three more
match points.

Federerlastlostto Roddick in Miamilastyear, a
result which ended an 11-match winning streak.
But the American has nowlost three times in 2009
to the Swiss.

From a total of 20 career meetings, Federer has
prevailed 18 times.

"Ishould have won in straights, but that's whal
happens sometimes when you play Andy. I
bounced back in the third and played well," said
Federer, still in search of his first trophy 0f 2009.

"l came up with some nice points. Those make
me happy.I'mpleased with how]I played."

Roddick was not unhappy with his first few
days on clay after missing six weeks of the season
to get married to US swimsuit model Brooklyn
Decker.

"l gotinto two pretty tough matcheshere,” said
the former world number one, who has always
had troubleson clay.

"Coming back after six weeks off on probably
my least favourite surface could be worse.

"All in all, it was pretty good preparation and
hopefullyit can get better too. I have definitely felt
worse goinginto the French Open before."

Perez to bring in Kaka?

INTERNET, undated

Florentino Perez, who will probably return as
president of Real Madrid in June, has already
sealed the signing of Kaka from AC Milan,
according to sports dailies AS and Marca on
Saturday.

AS claims that Perez has already reached
agreement with the Brazilian playmaker on a
five-year contract, which will earn him around
12 million euros (16.29 million dollars) per
season, making him the highest paid player in
the world.

"Florentino Has Closed An Agreement With
Kaka" is the headline in AS on Saturday, whilst
Marcagoeswithasimpler "Kaka Signed."

Marca suggests that Perez will pay Milan
around 63 million euros for the Brazilian star.

Spain's highest-selling paper also claims that
Perez' next target will be Bayern Munich winger
Franck Ribery, whilst AS suggests that he is also
interested in Xabi Alosno (Liverpool), Cristiano
Ronaldo (Manchester United) and Valencia pair
David Villa and David Silva.

Ramon Calderon - who took over the Real
presidency from Perez in 2006 and who resigned
in disgrace five months ago - tried to lure
Cristiano Ronaldo away for Old Trafford for three

years, buttono avail.

Perez officially announced thathewould be a
candidate in the Real elections, which are sched-
uled for June 14, on Thursday. He is the over-
whelming favourite, according to all the opinion
polls.

Champions-elect Barcelona are worried
about Perez "stealing” one of their stars, as Perez
controversially did in 2000 with Luis Figo. It is
rumoured that Perez might try to snatch either
Andres Iniesta or Lionel Messi away from the
Camp Nou.

On Friday Barca president Joan Laporta said
that "I hope that he (Perez) does not try, because
the players of Barcelona are committed to the
club and thereforeitwould be avain attempt.”

Laporta added that he would interpret any
attempt by Perez to sign a Barca player as "an act
of sporting aggression.”

“We respect Real Madrid,” he said, "and we
hope that good relations would be maintained if
Florentino returns as president.”

Whilst president from 2000 to 2006, Perez
became famous - and also feared - for signing
"Galactico" stars such as Figo, Zinedine Zidane
(now tipped to be Perez' technical secretary),
Ronaldo and David Beckham.

Perez led Real to two Spanish league titles and
one Champions Cup, but won nothing in his last
three years and hastily resigned in February
2006.

Vinnie Jones not guilty

m_f_gotball

AFP, Sioux Falls

British football star and Hollywood tough guy
Vinnie Jones smiled and mouthed "thank you" to
a jury that found him not guilty Friday of assault
charges.

Jones was arrested for punching Juan Trevino-
Barrera shortly after the man's friend smashed
Jones over the head with a beer mug during a
brawl over a game of pool in the small city of Sioux
Falls, South Dakota.

He told the jury that he was "driven by fear"
and acting in self-defence when he saw Barrera
approach him as he made his way to the bath-
room towash the blood off his face.

"My nosewas hangingoff. You could have puta
quarterinit,” he testified.

Security video shows Jones punched Barrera,
24, three times before Barrera threw him to the
ground.

Barrera, who also has a civil suit against Jones
for damages and lost wages, acknowledged in
court Thursday that he sold his story to a tabloid
and stood to get more money if Jones was con-
victed.

He was also recently convicted on dru
charges. '

"We came here today and told the truth, and
the people of Sioux Falls saw through that. They
saw through Barrera and his antics,” Jones said
after the verdict was read.

"I'stood up for myself that night and I stood up
formyselftoday,” Jonessaid.

"And justice has prevailed."

After the verdict was read, Jones met with
jurors outside the courtroom, thanked them and
signed autographs. At least one autograph read,
"Begood.Vinnie Jones."

One juror said she felt Barrera's story changed
too much between what he told police, the tab-
loids and the jury.

"He back-pedalled a lot, and contradicted
himselfalot,” KimWestendorf told AFP."
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Umpires to
take Level 3
course

SPORTS REPORTER

The top fifteen umpires in the
country will take part in a
seven-day course at the Sher-
e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium in Mirpur from today,

The curriculum is the CA-
BCB Level 3 Umpiring Course,
part of the two cricket board's
gpame education programme.

Current ICC International
Panel umpires Nadir Shah and
Enamul Haque Moni will be
accompanied by Akhtaruddin
Shahin, Afzalur Rahman,
Akhteruzzaman, Asadur
Rahman, Gazi Sohel, Ziaul
Islam Masood, Mahfuzur
Rahman Litu, Mizanur
Rahman Milon and Tanvir
Ahmed for the course.

Recently retired players
who took to umpiring --
Anisur Rahman, Masudur
Rahman Mukul, Morshed Ali
Khan and Sharfuddoula Ibne
Shahid Saikat -- are also taking
part in the seven-day
programine.

Mashrafe's
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and Hodge was dismissed
three overs later after contrib-
uting48 from 41 deliveries.

Following their departures,
David Hussey smashed 43
runs off only 17 balls with two
fours and four sixes.

Ryan Harris led the Deccan
attack, bagging the scalps of
McCullum and Hodge for a 2-
20 return.

SCORES IN BRIEF

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS:
160-5 in 20 overs (Hodge 48,
Hussey 43, Ganguly 33,
McCullum 20; Harris 2-20).
DECCAN CHARGERS: 166-4
in 20 overs (Gilchrist 43,
Sharma 32 not out, Suman 31,
Gibbs 28, Symonds 18)

Result: Deccan Chargers won
bysixwickets.
Man-of-the-match: Rohit
Sharma.

Biman fly
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Sunny's wicket, finished with
three for33.

Sunny also starred with the
ball, picking up three wickets
as BUET struggled against their
more illustrious opponents.
Sanwar Hossain, the former
Bangladesh player, took four
for37 from his sixovers.

In BKSP, Jahangirnagar
University were placed com-
fortably after reducing Dhaka
University to nine for 2 from
three overs. Asadul Habib and
Tasamul Haq will continue
batting today against a ram-
pant Jahangirnagar side, who
racked up 232-8 from 50 overs.

Shafiul Azam was the top
scorer, hitting 80 off 120 balls.
He found good support from
Khaled Mosharraf, who made
63. For Dhaka University, Abul
Bashar picked up four wickets.

Nasir stars
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Earlier, the Academy innings
was built around Nasir's 47
and Suvagata Hom, who
managed 45. Nasir and
Suvagata added sixty for the in
avital fifthwicket partnership.
Opener Rony Talukdar also
got a start, scoring 37. For the
visitors, paceman Thisara
Perera picked up four wickets
while off-spinner Suraj
Mohamed took three.

KYNECricket

@he Daily Star

Tykes embrace Pakistan

T B el . . W

CRICINFO, undated

Yorkshire's chief executive, Stewart Regan, has
welcomed the prospect of Pakistan taking on
Australia in England next summer, and believes
that if Headingley was able to secure one of the
two Tests that have been proposed in the PCB's
draft itinerary, the match would attract far more
interest than the England Test against
Bangladesh that is currently on Yorkshire's
agendafor2010,

The Bangladesh tour, which has yet to be
confirmed by the England and Wales Cricket
Board, Is scheduled to take place in May and June
next summer. But having witnessed the difficulty
that Durham has faced this week in attracting a
crowd to the ongoing Test between England and
West Indies, Regan is not optimistic about the
level ofinterest for such alow-key series.

“As with football and rugby, it all depends on
the quality of the opposition," Regan told
Cricinfo. "If you are hosting the Ashes, as we are
fortunate enough to be doing this summer, then
you'llnever have any problems filling games, but
if it is a lesser opponent -- and | mean no disre-
spectto Bangladesh -- then you are going to have
difficultyinselling out.

"But Pakistan against Australia would be very
special,” he added. "They are two of the leading
cricket nations around the world, and we believe

England prospect, Adil Rashid, a lestamen g,
their new-found attitude.

“In the last two seasons we've stren
our relations with the Pakistani mmggfm
enormously,” said Regan. "We had Inzamam ..
Haq and Younis Khan here as overseas playersin
2007, while Bradford -- and West Yorkshire gen.
erally -- has the second-largest Pakistani populg.
tion outside of London. It would be a great hop.
our to stage a Pakistan Test in the north of
England. Of all the places to stage such a serjes,
Yorkshire would be top of the list."

The Pakistan tearn has been in exile ever since
the terrorist attack on the Sri Lanka team bug
during the Lahore Test in March, which claimed
the lives of eight security personnel. The team
recently concluded an ODI series against
Australia in Dubai, but the prospect of playingin
a traditional cricket-loving nation such as
England is of great interest to the PCB. "] think
England is an almost perfect option," Ehsan
Mani, the former ICC president and PCB advisor,
told Cricinfo,

Regan agrees. “We put our hat in the ring about six
months ago, given the troubles in Mumbai and
[ahore,” hesaid. “Ifthereis the opportunitytostagea
neutral Test, then Headingley we feel would be 3
great venue because of the huge Asian derographic
and the passionate cricket following in Yorkshire We
are the biggest county in the country, and we fee| we
could put on a great event, and make the Pakistay

that of all of the venues in England, we could
probably sell that match out or come very close
to it, because of the huge level of interest in

Yorkshire."

As a cricket club, Yorkshire was infamously
slow to embrace their Asian community, but
they have made up for that in recent years, with
the emergence of the young leg-spinner and

players feel that this is their second home.
"When we've hosted Pakistan matches in the
past, we've seen a huge level of support for the

team, with Pakistan flags all over the county,” he

added. "Many second and even third.
generation Pakistanis support the team even
though they live in England. This prospect is
unique and very exciting.”

Abahani stay
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"We set a plan with three
central defenders and two
wing-back after watching
Ashgabat match against Sri
Lanka Army. I am happy that
the team played according to
our plan but I must say we
created opportunities but
failed to capitalise on it," said
the veteran coach.

“Actually we lost an oppor-
tunity against Sri Lanka Army
because we could even have
scored five/six goals against
them and in that case today's
draw could have been helpful
forus," headded.

On the other hand
Ashgabat coach Grigoryants
Boris admitted that Abahani
played better football but
expressed his satisfaction over
the outcome.

"We had a target not to lose
the match and we achieved it. |
am really happy with the result.

| Ibrahim played brilliantly but

helacked partner,” said Boris.
YELLOW CARDS: Faisal (Ban-
gladesh), Rustam and Dovlet
(Ashgabat)

TEAMS
ABAHANI: Biplob, Nazrul,

Sujan, Mamun, Pranotosh,
Emily, Parvez (Tipu), Siraji
(Obaidur) (Abul), Yussif, Faisal
and Ibrahim.

ASHGABAT: Harchik, Ilyas,
Ahmed, Aleksey, Arif, Serdar
(Aziz), Guvanch, Rustam,
Parahat, Amanov (Dayanch)
and Dovlet (Merdan).

Referee: Mohammad Mousa
KhalafAbu Loum (Jordan).

Under-13 boys
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development in the grassroots
level in terms of financial
support.

“Everyone speaks about
development of football in the
grassroots but nobody ever
comes forward to support
Whatever we do, we do it on our
own. Some how we have col-
lected the fund 1o send our boys
abroad. We have got just 5,000
dollars when we need 30,000
dollars,” Salahuddin said.

“However, our aim is to
take our grassroots football
team at the top of South Asia,”
he said.

|

SLC goes easyﬁ
on ICL rebels

CRICINFO, undated

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) has
decided to give a three-month
cooling period to its ICL con-
tracted players before theycan
be accepted into the system,
provided they cut off all ties
with the unofficial Twenty20
league. The players include
Marvan Atapattu, Upul
Chandana, Avishka
Gunawardene, Russel Arnold
and Saman Jayantha.

This decision was taken by
the SLC's interim committee
on Thursday. Secretary
Nishantha Ranatunga said the
verdict to allow the ICL con-
| tracted players to get back was
taken with the intention of
making full use of their expen-
| ence in different capaci-
tes.”We have followed the line
taken by the Indian board but
we have decided to reduce the
cooling period to three
months so that we can have
these players back as quickly
as possible,” said Ranatunga.

England
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Cook and fellow Essex 24-
year-old Ravi Bopara (108),
whose century was his third in
as many Test innings, put on
213 for the second wicket to
give England a solid base after
Strauss had won a good toss
onThursday.

This was Cook's ninth
century in his 43rd Test but
significantly it was the first
time he'd gone past 150 as he
followed up Essex mentor
Graham Gooch's advice to
make a "big" hundred, theleft-
handed opener overcoming a
shaky start to bat for more
than eighthours.

Tall left-arm spinner
Sulieman Benn was the pick of
theWest Indies' attack on a day
when their fast bowlers strug-
gled to maintain accuracy.

He took two wickets, dis-

OIl Tun-spiree

missing Cook and Pietersen,
on his way to figures of two for
1461n43 overs.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the
third day of the second Test
between England and the West
Indies at the Riverside on
Saturday:

ENGLAND: First innings
(overnight302-2)

Straussc RamdinbGayle 26
CookcGayleb Benn 160
Boparab Baker 108
Anderson b Edwards 14
Pietersen ¢ Simmons b Benn 49
Collingwood notout 60
PriorcBennbSimmons 63
Broad notout 28

Extras: (b-20, Ib-5,w-8,nb-28) 61

Total: (For 6 wkis dec in 147 overs)

569

Did not bat: Bresnan, Swann,
Onions.

Fall of wickets: 1-69, 2-282, 3-

326,4-410,5-419,6-513.

Bowler 0O M-R W
Taylor 20 268 0
Edwards 25 1113 1
Baker 30 3119 1
Gayle 14 233
Benn 43 8146 2
Simmons 14 060 1
Sarwan 1 ) B S AT
WEST INDIES: Firstinnings

Smith b Anderson 7
Gayle Ibwb Anderson 19
Sarwan notout 41
Simmonsc StraussbAnderson 8
Chanderpaul notout 3
Extras: (b-2, Ib-11, w-2, nb-1) 16
Total: (For 3 wktsin 26 overs) o

Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-38, 3-68.
To bat: Nash, Ramdin, Taylor,
Benn, Edwards, Baker.

Bowler 0 M. 'R\
Anderson 11 3 36 3
Broad 6 0 28 0
Onions 7 3° 15 0
Bresnan 2 | - 0

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Struck, 2 Ms, 23 "Casa-
1 “Little old-style Brockovich blanca”
Women” 41 Disen- 3 Gratuities pianist
woman cumber 4 Owns 24 Tulsa
5 Timid 42 Petrol 5 More sch.
8 Lean-to 45 California cunning 25 Energy
12 Operatic city 6 Kin of 26 Clear
solo 46 Crank- “darn” the
13 Meadow case 7 Tibetan tables
14 Trouba- accessory beast 27 Ander-
dour’s 48 Grand 8 Three son's
instrument story Stooges “High —~
15 Avon 49 Mimic specialty 28 Ram's
product 50 "Hule, 9 Laurie or partner
17 Chills and Britannia” Grant 29 Un-
fever composer 10 Needle civilized
18 Type units 51 Seven- case 31 Pigs’
19 “A mouse!” day period 11 Home- digs
20 Garden 52 “Certainly” owner's 34 —outa
intruder 53 Huffed paper living
21 Automo- and 16 Afternoon 35 Lays
bile puffed affairs down
22 Billboards 20 Big bother the
23 Future DOWN 21 Blistex lawn
juniors 1 Batman rival 37 Uses a
26 Police portrayer 22 Hearty paper
record Christian quaft towel
book 38 Passel
30 Neighbor-  Solution time: 21 mins. 39 Sulk
hood - 40 Garfield's
31 Seek ;g:u :fg 3 pal
damages [TolelABTIoGERE 41 Ready
32 Corn Belt [T[eElalx|[sBG]|I[L]T for the *
state Fiu sJNIC[T{s[AlD]  picking
33 Henson's |MIA[JIEISITIVERSIMIAIPIE] 42 Lass
woupe ~ [LIEICIMBEiEIREIE 43 Dorma.
35 Piece of |StetntslolR BN OlR lologist’s
hardware MMERM QEnEE concem
36 Firma- alcivmElRelolcllsiTolal 44 Distort
ment slojrje ' [D|AEES|OIPIH] 46 Rotation
37 Stir-fry plojS i Tamniett J L L duration
vessel 47 Bill
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CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip

L MEOT H

QMSLMO Ni
EL LOHELNEEX
RHMRGH IEC
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: DID YOU HEAR THE

GIRL IN THE BEACH BOYS SONG BOUGHT A

CAR LOT AND CALLED 1

T RHONDA'S HONDAS?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals H




